FENCE: This is the first article published about the need for a fence. 18 September
1921. Minneapolis Tribune. Two more 2 articles are in 1924, the year the fence is built.

Glenwood Park Wants Wire l
+ Fence to Keep Out Spooners)

Curator Seeks Protection
Against Destruetion of
Flower Beds.

_growth,

When Miss Butler herself proceeds
about the garden she picks her way
earefully, lifting up leaves and plantaw
#o0 that she may trod on no aspiring

Reproof Is Quick.
A family party lingering through the |
garden strayed for but a few inches

Topographic Survey Of Gar' ‘ from the path—and reproof came quick

- den Now Being Planned
gt By Park Board.

It's not the wild, voracious mos-
quito—
JUs not the snooping, hungry dog—
Nor is it the pussy-footing feline—
But—it's the demon surreptitious
spooner that's brought the need for an
encircling barbed wire fence around the
wildflower garden at Glenwood park to
save plants of incalculable scientific
wvalue from destruction.
A stray cat will pitter-patter into the
_garden and leave a narrow wallow trail.
A dog seeking food perhaps in the
shape of a ribbit will snoop through
.and leave a wider wallow-—
. But the spooning couple—
“For destructive properties the army
tussock moths is a piker when com-
pared with the spooner!”
"That in effect is the opinion of )

Elolse' Butler, \curator of the wild

'flower garden.
Flatten Ouf Flowers. ‘
“The spooners,” she said, “just set

themselves down and flatten out flowers

and shrubs and growths—some of which
§t has taken years of experimenting to
irtnx to that stage of development.”
" That is the statement of the curator.
That's what the spoofler couple must
answer for—and a lot of other things—
when caught in the garden.
. The fence of the kind which Miss
Butler has in_mind, perhaps would cost
§n the neighborhood of $15,000. There
would be a low barbed wire to keep
‘out the cats and dogs, and there would
a high barbed wire to keep out the
spooners, Legitimate entrance would
then be only through gates, one at each
end of the garden—and always under
supervision,

‘footpaths.

and to the point, Miss Butler indicated |
8 sign. It sald clearly: “Keep to the
Do not leave them without
ofticlal guide.” To do so, she sald, |
means destruction of growths over
which has been expended 'a great dul
of time and effort,
.~ But though the spooners are a trlnl
“and tribulation there are other compen- |
mations to the garden. There is the
ntian, made famous by genemt_lons‘
of poets, there is the golden rodyand
the New England aster, showing spots
and waves of color through the garden

| jeplh

Miss Butler pointed to a flower that |
#he called a pitcher plant. The observer |
Jooked close. 1t did look like a pitcher! i
' “Look inelde,” the curator suggested. |

The observer looked, The “pitcher”
(wan half full of water!

“Why, that's a regular pitcher!™
eame the exclamation. “But—but—I
+don't think 1'd care to drink that water
y-(hml a couple of bugs in it"

“The plant's just preparing them fof
‘nmr
“Huh—" the other gasned.

Verset Quoted. ,
Miss Butler smiled, Then she quoted: |
“What's this 1 hear about the
carnivera?
Can the little plants U
Eat buge and ants
And gnats and flies? |
A port of retrograding |
Surely the fare
Of flower is alr
Or sunshine sweet,
They shouldn't eat
Or do ought so degrading.”
*That's a carnivorous plant,” she
‘@ald. “The insects make thelr way in
and drown. They can't eraw] out, be. !
@Ause the Inside walls of the pitcher
@re too mmooth. Apd hesldea look to
these—" she pointed to tiny hairs near
the pitcher brim, all polnting inward |
and down-—"the insects meet the sharp |
polnts. They can't get up and escape.




" Insect Is Drowned,

“The inscct drowns, continues on
down the stem, decays, and gives the
plant the nitrogoneous food it needs.”

P "That's what I'd call an animal
plant,” the observer declared,

"Don’t be afrald, it won't eat you!

[ And again the curator smiled,
F Two other carnivorous plants found
I the wild garden are the Sundew and
L the Bladderwort. The sun dew is =o
calied bocause of a similarity of a drop
of liquid on the plant to & drop of
dew, Actually the liquid is gastric Sulce.
e L&“ motile fiber spears on the plant
_Pear the roots—and this plant must
grow out of the water—poke thelr way
"about In the water, seize upon baby fish
elther by head or tall just as they are
being hatched out of thelr oggs, and
k @rag the Nehlings into the gastric juice,
+ "From then on the baby fish hasn't
L & chance. He beging to digest—and
i helps the plant grow,” Miss Butler ex-|
plained. - f
Amiable Looking Flower.

And on the surface the sun dew s a

Yery amiable looking sort of fower,
oy #howing green leaves and hugging the
#round’moes with its topmost follage, |

The baby fish near by haye to he
«mighty good swimmers to escape the
moving sun-dew fingers. [

“But let me show you other swime.
m—wa fwimmers” suggested Miss

» She led the way to a large boulder.
J8to the top surface had been chiseled
R Eraded “swimming Pl :
MThat's the garden bird bath,” she
:'.M. And then though the two walted,
- & bird appeared to take a plunge.
JIn the meantime Miss Butler explained
“EMRL most birds like the water about
5 Inches deep, while the robin likes
‘M 5 Inches.
~ ™IUs Just about deep enough to sult
Ihe average pedestriating hobo, how-
Aaver,” ahe sald. “I found one here one
J@ay washing his socks. He fled ng he
me coming, but he left & mase of
) water—and I serubbed the bath
A long thme before the birds could

.a' it again "
| oo Bath Filled Daily.
“The bath is Alled dally by Miss Butler
‘h A clearwater spring in the-garden
about three blocks away. It takes
minutes by courthouse clock to N
pall=nt the trickling spring
~ Bhe showed the spring nnd urged the
to drink. He ala,

*Bweet ' water—~I'm coming < here
="=l‘¢ the best water I know of,” she
the led the way further. A
ble forest of ragweed appenred.

- *That'e how one may enjoy hay-|

P

‘Irever—jus! getting near there, she sug-

gested,

But the observer sneezed, and fled.
Rag weed was fraught with danger he
dared not countenance,

“Look out!” Miss DButler ealled.
“Don't get your hands on these leaves,”
i she said a few minutes later when the
self-same observer was going to pull
at 'a branch. On the tree was the sign
““‘sumas’’—but what he did not see was
the word poison. This variety qf sumas
with smooth leaf edges is far more
t dangerous than poison ivy.

Jerks Hand Away.

He jerked his hand away.

“I think I'd better come again,'” he
stammered, ‘““‘when maybe the rag weed
and the sumac—" \

Again Miss Butler smileds

“They won’t hurt you, if you don't
hurt them, That's the law of the gar-
den., Don't hurt it and it won‘t hurt
vou., But If the rag weed were cut all
over the city there would be less hay
fever suffering.”

The wild flower garden at Glenwood
has attained a nation-wide reptitation
among botanists, It‘va established in
1907 and since that time Miss Butler
has planted 995 varieties of plants, ex-
clusive of mosses, fungi, algae and
lichens. Of these 575 were introduced,

Once about 30 years ago Miss Butler
found a garden similar to the one she
had in mind. It was under the super-
vision of a Dr, A. U. Hay at St. John,
New Brunswick, Canada. It had 3
acres. The Glenwood Garden has 27.

Miss Butler said that the park board
was planning to make a topographic
survey of the garden, to lay it out into
squares to scale, following whith she
will designate the Ilocation of every
plant. S




