
Preserving an
'Earthly Paradise'

Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden Turns 80

By MARY MAGUIRE LERMAN
Minneapolis Park Board

sunflowers, goldenrods and asters ofmany
species and hues. Various lily-rimmed pools

and lakes were teeming with algae, among
them microscopic desmids and diatoms of
extraordinary beauty, many of which were
new to the world.
Miss Butler's passion for that beauty, her

intense desire to Preserve at least some of it
for students ofbotany and others who shared

her love of Nature, caused her to lead in es-

tablishing a native plant preserve within the
city (later named in her honor), the Eloise

Butler Wildflower Garden located within
Theodore Wirth Park.

Since its establishment n 1907, the park
has been a special place for native plant lov-

ers, those who, in Miss Butler's words, "find
in the depth of a swamP an earthly paradise."

A reason for selecting that particular site

for the wildflower garden was the Presence
of an undrained tamarack swamp. The swamp,

as Miss Butler noted, is the "abode of most

of our orchids and insectivorous plants so

interesting in habit and structure. The indig-
enous flora was found to be captivating.
Among the notables were sundew, pitcher
plant, Linnaea, turk's-cap lily, the two sPe-

What does one go into the
wilderness for to see? A reed
shaken by the wind, if You
please; but surely not geo-
metric flower beds, nor
mounds of the ubiquitous
canna and castor bean.

Eloise Butler

cies of fringed gentian, showy and yellow
lady-s1ippers."

Change, however, is our one constant. Time

changed Miss Butley's prized tamarack swamp

into an elm forest after a "ryclone" passed

through the garden, destroying the tamar-
acks and allowing elms to take root. Then in
the mid tolate L970's, the elms began dying
from Dutch elm disease. Now we are replant-
ing the swamp with tamarack and other ap-

propriate woody plants.
The garden now feafures four separate

habitats: woodland, bog-swamp, upland, and

prairie. Visitors come not only to enjoy the
blooming plants but to watch the birds and
other wildlife. During April and May the

woodland is the chief display featuring tril-
liums, hepaticas, and more. In |une, the bog-

swamp shows off our state flower, the showy
lady-slipper, along with other wetland plants,

while the prairie is ablaze from July until frost.

This gives visitors a wonderful experience

anytime they travel the garden's trail.
A complete plant census of the garden was

prepared in 1986 that provides us with data

showing which plants are Present in large

quantities and which plants require addi-
tional installations. The census will enable us

tG appropriately expand and./or increase the
wildflower population at the garden.

A party to recognize the garden's 80th

birthday will be held Saturday, |une 13 (rain-

date of ]une 14) from 1.0 a.m. to 4 p.m. Nat-
uralists will lead tours of the garden's swamP-

bog where the showy lady-slipper blooms.
Come join the party. Bring your boots, mos-

quito and Bnat rePellent, and hiking energy;

we will provide the refreshments.

-.hd
ix
L}
:

S_'
NL

tsl
u
.i

I
I

sI(L
?
r1[

\
o*
*

{
qJ

{>
s
f{r

I

I*I
Se

tr
I
d,
)S
s
tA

s+.

Th" Mi.,rruupolis of one hundred years ago

was "a place of enchantment-a veritable
fairyland" according to Eloise Butler, a woman
for whom no beauty could match that of Na-
fure's garden.

Here is her description of that lost, en-

chanted city of the 1880's as she remembered
it in the 1920's:

Along the river banks grew in profusion
trillium, bloodroot, wild phlox, anemones,
Dutchman's breeches, and hepatica; the
meadows were glorious with Indian paint
brush, both red and yellow, with gentians,

purple fringed orchids, and royal clumps
of blue violets. In the tamarack swamps of
the suburbs might be seen long vistas of
our state flower, the showy lady-slipper,
together with the wild calla, and pitcher
plants without number. And who could
describe the outlying prairies, rioting in
colors far exceeding the brilliancy of trop-
ical flora. A long procession beginning with
the pasque flower, the rosy three-flowered
avens, and the equally profuse bird's-foot
violet, that gave way in tum to the more
gorgeous blooms of midsummer and early
autumn, as the purple blazing stars, giant
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Trillium grandiflorum, blooming in
wildflower garden, Minneapolis.
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