
FRIENDS OT THE WILD FLOh'ER GARDEN. INC.
SPECIAL BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETINS

November. 2f, 2OO5

Pre6ent! Steve Bengon
Harrlet Betzo]-d
Kathlean Conne 1Is,
La.una. E].IlBon

Ann Godfrey
Ll"ea Locken
conEtance PeFl.n
Sally Pundt

Steve PunClt
Phoebe Waush
Pam welner
susan Wl].klng

The meet.Ing: to dl,gcuse BtLategy for our buffer zone concerns and
strateEy for zOOG LoDet Impact was called to order at 7:LO pltr.
Eleven board memberae (a quor3urr) were preaent at that tLme.

Boa]3d members revlewed ]3eE pon€res of, Park and PeI?k Board to
lnqulr.les. We wer?e hot notlfied of r^rork planned ln buffer zone,
and 6o!ne inatlvldua.LE of the Parak and Park Boalid seemed not to
know wor.k waa plann€d. No lnformatlon 1s volunteetaed un].ess
questlonE are very dlrebt. Conne1].y thought we 6hou1d ask park
board for: thel,r vlslon &nd p].ans. that w€ need to open
communleatton wl.th Llnden H1118, and that r.re need to fl.nd out
when th€ stake holtters meetlnBs Etart. ThLs mar/ be waltlnei untll
the GPS Surve!, 16 completed and the ]-ady who was ln chariae of
thl.6 has moved on to another. Job. she Eugge6ted some actlon
polnts.

1. Develop relatLonshlp6 wl.th other stake
2. eet the meetingB golngi.
3. Get conmunlcatlon gol.ng with the Park
aurprl6ea, L,e. groomlne!. man-madG! snow.
2006 Lopet Tlme Table for groomlngr etc.
deveLop our ba,sls of opposltion).

She al"so has noted that Mayor Rybeck was ll.sted as on ttre Board
of the elty of La.keg Nordlc Skl FoundetLon a few yea?s ago ln
some document6 6he found and 6he thought thls might be a conf].lct
of lnterest.

Ttre3?e wa6 genera]. dlecusslon of compactlon resu].tlng from
trucklng 1n snow. concerns about nan-made snow, and the effect
of, thla on the veaetatton and wl1at11fe. Mike Schml.alt to].al Pain
that no m&n made-snow would be uaed ln WLrth Wood6. W€ do know
that the Pa!.k Board epent $!r25,ooo. for 6now-maklng egulpment and
the Lopet gl"oup haa ralaed $5o,ooo. suggested posltlon points:

1. we want no trucklng of ruanuf,actured 6now 1n the buffeL
zone.
2. concern about lmpact on blrd poEulstlon and spring
mig:rants.
3. Concern about lmpact on erilcl f,lowers near skl tra.lls
(probabl"y kl.I1ed by truck6r but probab],v not affected bv
groomlng ) .

There waE s genep&1 consen6ug that we mlght need an envlronmental
Lmpact study to prove ou!. polnt. Godfxey 8a.r^, thls as part of our
purpose a6 beihg Frienals of the Galaden. Steve Beneon may have
sources foL experts. Steve has a na,ms of someone et Applled
Eco1ogl-caL Servlce wtro may tle able to g:l-ve us s quote on such a
study. Anothe!. sugg:estLon waB to dem&nd a Blo Bll"tz of South
wlrth Wood6. we need an eco1oglca]. a66a.y of what is actually 1n
th€ az.ea 1.e, raptors, pl].eeted woodpeckers, other blrds and
p].ants and should not be eEtlmatlng srhat we have. Connelly
sugigested we mlght get a resu1t we $rouLd not ]'lket 1'e' meny
deer briowsl-ng off nat1ve p}&nts. Th16 would be expenslve. The,?e
r,res a Pa.rk Board 6tud:/ 1n 2OOO.
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Many on the Pa,rk Bo&rd 6eem to 6ee the Wlrth Woodg as emDty space
to be fl].]'ed wlth people &nd do not Bee a- place of qulet as a
vaI1d use of the land. We see the need for wa].klng anCt blral
r4atchinS. ?here $ra6 a short dlscusslon on what was the buffer
zone. lt 1s South of Glenwood, North of 39If fr.om Xerxeg to
Theodor:e wlrth parkway, but not necessarl]'y lneludlngr the
pav11lon and tennl-s coul3ts. The buffer zone comml.ttee 1s V,relner,
Pepin, Connelly, and Se11y Pundt, Fam w111 ca.l,]' Mlke Schmldr
sbout the 2006 Lopet ?1me Tab].e. Locken aaked to be kept
lnformed by th€ comml t tee,

Susan said that snou, .from the streets could not be put in the
I&kes, because of contamLnation. She was tolal that a,n oak we6 to
be cut near the ].opet t]?aj-]. the mot?nlng of, the day it Bras
removed. The forestells were careful and only !O% of the new
p].antlngs between the ga.rden and the Lopet tr"al]. waa damaged.
Cuttlng debrls wa.e left. She wl].t be burnlnE cuttlng debrls s,nd
branehes 1n the ga,rden. She trles to bef,rlerict tho6e sfte wopks
wLth arld h.g8 to be persietent about her Goa].s for the gierden.
wel.ne? we.6 told by a fotpester that lnJectlon and trenchlng do not
work. When asl{ed, Susen sald they dld work,

The Peplns reported f1ncllng a 1914 p].at book mep of the garden
area costlng unde!' $1OO Ln a 1ocel antique sto!,e. After €! shorit
dlgcusslon 1t wa6 moved by pepl.n and seconded by Bengon that the
FrLends purehese that ma.p. ?he mot1on passed wlthout dLssent,

It was Euggested that we ask pau]" Hoknese to meet wl.th the
frlendg and share hls vlsion of the park, to ta],k a.bout r,\,ho works
wlth hl.m, p and about the lnterface wlth foreBtry. Welner noted
that he waa not hired to have concern a.bout thls. Ir waa then
suggested that we have Tr€rcy Nordstrom meet with us.

It w&B guggeEted that we look at membership ro11s and at the ]lst
of peopl-e who slgn the book l-n the she1ter for supporters of the
Garden and for pr-eser?vatlon of the South Wlrth t{oods. We neeal to
connect w1th those wtro he.ve common lnterests. We need to lmprovepercept1on of, our grouEi. We need to ask f,or actlve Eupport ln
correctlng the mlstakes l-n the pla.cefirent of the Lo[)et tra.lLs so
close to the garden. ?here waa a short dl.scuaslon of how West
Wbod Nature Center ha.ndles skl1ng.

Sevel.al membel.s r€ceLved a letter from the pa.rk Board about a.
communlty meet j.ng to revlew the draft eva1uatlon report and
r?eeommendat ions f,or the Wlrth off-road cyc1lng demonstratlonproJeet an U--28. Board Members were encoursged to attend the
meetlng and the secretary 1s to send copl_es of the letter to
board members. The p].artnLnc Comm1ttee w111 vote on thls 7?_T and,the fu]"I boar.d on fZ-2L, Conne1ly suggested usLng a temporary
restrainlng order, as this ls too soon to be votlng on thls sli,ree
lt ls a one year demonstratlon project that h?as started in June.
We could wrlte 1etters to tfte Ectltor (but proba.bly tlot the StarTrlbune) The South west Journa].. Golcten V,31]-ey and post papers
mlght be approp!.late.

'Ihe ffieetlng adJourned at 9!AO pm.
Respectfully sub ltted-,
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