


THE FRINGED GENTIAN April 1962
(6)

OLD FASHIONED POPULAR PLANT

OLEANDER (NERIUM OLEANDER)

The Oleander of the Dogbane Family, a native in the Mediterranean region
is becoming more popular again. It is easy of management without special
care and well adapted to home culture, growing in large pots or tubs.

Being an evergreen shrub with long narrow leaves, The 2 to 3 inch flowers
borne on the new wood are waxy and of various colors, white, red, rose and
purplish, Some are double, A semi-tropical plant and a well known fub-plant
for the home. Cuttings placed in jars of water readily form roots.

The plant should be cut back after blooming and then rested in a cocl place.
For winter storage a cool place in the basement is ideal., At that time they
require very little water.

In the spring bring them cut and apply plenty of water and a sunny place
to make a sturdy growth. They should alsc have an application of liquid
fertilizer at this time., They sventually become as tall as 7 feet.

The Oleanders leaves, stems and flowers are poisonous if eaten, therefore
they must be kept away from small children,
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JUNE BEETLE OR JUNE BUG

(Lachnosterna fusca)

Socon these common June Beetles will be everywhere, They are attracted
by light and being nocturnal 1like to cluster aroumd street lights, —

They are harmless To man but destructive to plants, The larvae is a
white grub living for 2 or 3 years under the surface of the ground, feeding
upon the roots of grass and plants.

The cclor of this beetle variss Irom brown to blackish-brown, Ife sszanse
of smell is very keen,

Appearing at about the same tims are the Click Beetles or Snapping-bug
called so from their habit of jumping into the air with a clicking sound
when placed on their backs.

Their larvae is the Wire-worm of a brownish color also destructive to
plants, and injurious %o many varieties of vegetables.

These beetles manage to get into the house after dark inspite of well
fitting screen windows and doors.
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_CHERTMOYA

(Annona Cherimola)

This delicious fruit is curiously much neglected, it ranks in delicacy in
fliavor with the best fruits that grow, and yet so few find their way into the
markets of the world.

The fruit grows best in a climate near the ocean, thriving in California
and the Keys of Florida. It looks somewhat like a huge Strawberry, is white
inside and juicy, Its color varies from greenish to brownish yellow often with
a reddish tinge. The flavor is a combination of strawberry, pineapple and
banana,
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BIRDS AND PICTURE WINDOWS

"Picture Windows" are giving birds a bad time for in recent years they
have created a hazard of great proportion,

The reflections of the sky and foliage prove a lure to birds especially
if there is a window beyond and they can see through.

They fly into the panes and are killed or badly injured.

Arranging drapes and plants in the windows to bresk up the reflections
can be of some help. A drape completely drawn is very misleading, this acts
more like a mirror., If the drapes are partly drawn it sometimes remedies
this situation,

White cloth streamers near the window on the outside will keep the birds
from coming too close to the windows,
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COLORFUL PLANTING

An interesting project for this spring could be a planting of outstanding
brilliance.

Early spring wild flowers can be grown to great advantage as a carpet of

loom under trees and shrubs,

A massed planting of Mertensia; Virginia Bluebells, (Mertensia virginiana)
interspersed with a few Large~flowered Trilliums produces an eye-arresting
gight. Blooming early and soon becoming dormant the area can be taken over
by cother plants during the summer,

Rlue Phlox (Phlox divaricata) with some ferns ard Trilliums in the back
grourd make ancther atiractive showing. Mertensia and Blue Phlox can be started
from seed ard by next year make a credible showing., However to hasten the
! v a number of plants of Mertensia and Phlox could be added as =zoon as
hese pkrn% are dormant and then they will bloom the following spring. Both
Mertensia and Hlue Phlox muitiply nicely.

Wild Columbine (Aquilegia canadensis) also propagates readily from seed,
They are graceful and attractive in any planting. Add a few Jack-ip-the-
pulpits (Arisaema triphyllum).

Wild plants need woods soil with plenty of humus. In fall mulch well with

leaves,
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SPRING MUSHROOMS

This promises to be an ideal spring for the Mushroom enthusiasts. On your
first adventure into the woods after the snow is gone and that wonderful damp
sarthy and mushroom odor steals over you, that means there are mushrooms in the
vicinity.

The early spring mushroom, the delicious Morel is most sought after. The
heavy snow of last winter has well prepared the earth for good hunting.

During the month of May the very delicious Morel {Morchella) grows in damp
woodg, pastures or other grassy areas,

These mushrooms are easily identified. The surface of the stalked and
conical structure is marked with irregular pitliike depressions giving it the
appearance of a sponge. Its color is tan, yellowish or brown.

This is the choicest of all mushrooms and is greatly esteemed for its fine
eulinary virtues,
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BOOK RECOMMENDED

WILD FLOWER GUIDE

By Edgar T. Wherry, Ph.D.

This Wild Flower Guide is as technically accurate as a scientific textbook,
yet simple and easy to follow.

The text and illustrations in both color and black apnd white line drawings
make it easy for anyone to locate all the information about any wild flower
you find, then gives you its common name, scientific name;, its range, habitat,
and suggestions as to how the plant can be cultivated,

There is an appendix which classifies the flowers according to color. The
size of the volume is 74 by 4% making it convenient to take afield.

This volume is sponsored by the Wild Flower Preservation Sceiety, Washington,
D.C., and is obtainable in book stores,
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DID YOU KNOW

That the Redstart after leaving here in the fall, reaches its wintering
place in the West Indies in December, where it is called the Christmas bird.
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ANNUAL MEETING

The annual meeting of Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Incorporated, was
held Tuesday, March 13th, 1962, at 7:30 p.m,, at Walker Art Center, 1710 Lyn—
dale Ave, So., Minneapolis, Minnescta.

Officers elected were: Mr. Walter E. Lehnert, President; Mrs, Clarence
Tolg, Vice-President; and Mrs., Martha Crone, Secretary-=Treasurer,

Elected to the Board of Directors were —=- Mr., Kenneth Avery, Mrs. Carroll
Binder, Mrs. Bernard Bowron, Mrs. Donald Bridgman, Mr. Russell H, Bennett,
Mr. Barle Brown, Miss Marion Cross, Mrs. Eiizabeth Carpenter, Mrs. Martha
Crone, Mr, Whitney Eastman, Mr. Lloyd Hale, Mr. Walter Lehnert, Mrs. Alice
Martin, Mr. Leonard Odell, Mr. Leonard Ramberg, Mr. Carl Rawson, Mrs, Robert
Stange and Mrs. Clarence Tolg.

19 new members were added to the membership during the year making the active
membership 165. Considering how important the developement of the garden is
for both the present and future enjoyment, it is imperative that there should
be a far greater mmber interested in this project.

The customary $500.00 was voted to the Park Board to be used toward main-
tainance of the garden.

Sincere appreciation is extended fto the members of the Friends of the Wild
Flower Garden, for their interest and support of such a fine project.
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A CONDUCTED TOUR AND OPEN HOUSE IS AGAIN BEING PLANNED FOR MAY, DATE WILL
BE DETERMINED LATER AND NOTICES SENT T0 THE MEMBERS,

Write to the Editor for an application for Membership blank or call JA 9-4719.
Invite a friend to become a member and share the pleasure of being a part of
this native heritage.

Official publication of "Friends of the Wild Flower Garden", issued quarterly.
Martha E. Crone, == Editor



