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BOOK REVIEW By DOROTHY WALTON BINDER

"Watchers at the Pond"
By Franklin Russell, Alfred A. Knopf. New York City.

The twin mysteries of creation and destruction for a theme of this dramatic,
sharply observant, beautifully written book, a "must" for any nature-lover.

It is the four-season story of a pond and the pulsing life within and around
it. It opens in winter when most of the pond creatures are hibernating, asleep
in mud or under bark or in the soil. Hares, rabbits, raccoons, squirrels, mice
and a number of birds are "watchers" awake and alert in the contest to survive.
For life at the pond congists of hunting and being hunted.

The Cycle continues into spring with its great resurgence of life and its
mad period of mating. Summer comes and with it an explosive spawing of new life
and the not quite equal destruction as one species feeds upon another in the ever
present battle of life and death. With fall comes the migration of many birds.
and Insects and the preparation again for winter and the great sleep.

A summer cloudburst and a winter storm with their disastrous effects upon
the pond creatures are dramatic chapters in this sagas

The author, an Australian by birth, a New Zealander by education and presently
a free lance writer in Canada writes with the authority of a professional
naturalist and the skill of a novelist. His incidental observations of ruthless
attackers and helpless victims are each little dramas by themselves. This
reviewer will never again sit by a pond thinking of it as a peaceful escape
from a rapacious world. Yet the lasting impression one has of this book is of
the mysteries, the wonder, the hazards of life, procreation and death as well
as the indestructible life force of earth.
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FOLLOW THE FLOWERS NORTH WITH SPRING

Once again the early spring flowers passed all too quickly, especially
during the hot days of mid-May.

Yet much pleasure was derived in following the spring to the north where
one menth later these early spring flowers were in bloom. They included
Hepaticas, Dutchman's Breeches, Trilliums, Marsh Marigolds, several varieties
of Violets, Bellworts and many others.

Most of the early spring flowers bloom in the woods while the trees are
still leafless. The dark forest earth absorbs the warmth of sunlight better
than any other kind of soil. Soon after blooming their foliage disappears
and the plants remain dormant well sheltered by the shade of trees.

Wild flowers can be planted either in spring or fall. But the fall is
best for several reascns, mainly because the plants are then fully dormant
and they will bloom the following spring.

Plants adapt themselves to changed conditions and get along well with others.
Many things might tend to oppose the progress of plants, such as drought, lack
of humus in the soil and fires.

An interest in wild flowers, (our native flowers) is needed to save the fast
disappearing wild flowers for the enjoyment of future generations.

Therefore wild flower preserves already established must be deligently
maintained.
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. KALANCHOE CARNEA

This is a fine plant for decorative purposes to be grown indoors. A
succulent easily grown from cuttings after they have been rooted in water.
Also grows readily from seed. The plant requires bright light or full sun-
shine during the winter months, with a rather cool temperature of about 65
degrees. Plants exposed to nights of at least 12 hours of darkness will
bloom within 3 months, starting in the winter and continuing until spring.

The graceful clumps of red flowers make it a popular plant for Christmas.

It is a native of Madagascar.

STRANGE AS IT MAY SEEM

SAFFLOWER OR MEXICAN SAFFRON
(Carthemus tinectorius) Composite Family

This plant is also called False Saffron, but is not related to the true
Saffron. Its a native of Asis and is cultivated in the temperate regions of
America, England and Mexico. Its very easy to cultivate in warm, sunny
places. The seeds germinate very quickly.

An annual 1 toc 3 feet high with spiny leaves, the orange-colored flowers
resemble thistles. The tiny orange-red florets are dried separately to pro-
duce either a golden or a red powder. They are used chiefly as coloring in
alkaline dyes, cosmetics and candies. The seed of the Safflower is crushed
to produce an oil which is used in India both for cooking and for burning in
lamps.

Since this plant has come into the limelight recently in connection with
reducing diets, it is being cultivated extensively. Thousands of acres are
being used to grow Safflower in Arizona and similar localities.

THE SKIES IN AUGUST

In August we again see many members of the Perseid swarm of meteors streak
across the sky. Altho seen for several weeks the greatest number are seen
on August 11th to 13th, well after midnight the best displays occurring.
These swiftly moving streaks of light are small dust-like particles heated
to incandescence through their encounter with the Earth's atmosphere.
From early July to mid-August the bright Dog Star (Sirius) meets the
sun. During the winter it is clearly seen during mid-evening following the
constellation Orion.
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THE STRENGTH OF AN ORGANIZATTION DEPENDS UPON ITS NUMBER CF MEMBERS. LETS
MAKE THIS A YEAR OF GROWTIH.

Official publication of "Friends of the Wild Flower Garden", issued quarterly.

Martha E. Crone, -- Editor



