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WE REMEMBER

The following is a copy of a letter to the Tribune, appearing on the
Editorial page of the Tribune recently, written by Mrs. Dorothy Walton Binder,
a past President of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden =---

To the Editor: The Friends of the Wild Flower Garden is one of the many
groups which will sadly miss George Luxton,

He was one of the best friends the garden had from its inception. He
came there often himself and whenever he wrote appreciatively of it in his
column an influx of visitors followed.

I doubt whether any single person has been more influential in bring-
ing this unique garden to the attention of nature lovers, not only in the
Twin Cities area but from many other states, as well as far away lands.

When spring comes again and once more we are walking along the woodland
paths of this charming area, many of us will be thinking of the man who was
the friend of all gardens and this one in particular. -

Dorothy Walton Binder.
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DID YOU KNOW

That the Eagle our National bird sometimes lives to be 55 years old.
Swans have been known to live as long as 100 years.
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AN UNUSUAL AND LITTLE USED HOUSE PLANT

Sea Onion
(Ornithogalum candatum) Lily Family

Many years ago this plant was grown in nearly every household. The bulb
a pale green onion-like object is grown in pots three-quarters out of the soil,

A fountain of glossy green ribbon-like leaves tumble downward and are
about two feet long in a mature plant.

The bulb is composed of numerous layers of skin and deep in the center
in groups of six or more young bulblets form. It frequently sheds its outer
skin, revealing these bulblets that are waiting to take root.

This interesting manner of propagation and one of the easiest of any
house plants make it a plant greatly desired.

It was an old time favorite and was used in the early days to heal cuts
and bruises.

The blossoms, small white florets borne on a long stock last for many
weeks. They require average soil and full sun and should be kept indoors
the entire year.
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Greetings of the Holiday Season to all members of Friends of the Wild
Flower Garden, who so generously contributed to the furtherance of the Wild
Flower Garden. Your continued support is urgently needed.
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PLANT ALLERGY

If one is allergic to plant poisoning an admonition to follow to avoid
poisoning. Some plants are dangerous to touch while others are harmful if
taken internally.

WHITE SNAKEROOT (Eupatorium rugosum) If eaten by cattle the poison
which is soluble in the butter fat or milk and may be transmitted thru
the milk to humans. Blooms very abundantly in the fall.

POKEWEED (Phytolacca americana) While the young shoots are edible,
the berries and roots are poisonous.

WATER HEMLOCK (Cicuta maculata) Growing in marshy ground, a member _
of the parsley family. Grows from 3 to 6 feet tall, its stems are spotted
and streaked with purple. All parts of the plant are poisonous, especially
the tuberous roots which have an aromatic flavor. Cows frequently die from
the poisoning.

JIMSON WEED (Datura Stramonium) Both the plant and seeds contain a
dangerous poison. It has large, beautiful funnel-shaped white flowers and
a prickly seed pod.

MAY APPLE (Podophyllum peltatum) Leaves and roots are poisonous, yet
the fruit is edible and much relished. The yellow fruit looks somewhat like
small lemons.

COMMON BUTTERCUP This plant sometimes is poisonous enough to raise
blisters on the skin. Cows eating the plants produce a bitter milk. Being
volatile the poison is driven off by drying.

A number of other plants irritate the skin, the commonest are Nettle,
Poison Ivy, Poison Sumac, Burdock, Fleabane, Cow-parsnip, Motherwort, Jacks-
in-the~Pulpit and Hops.

Also Dock, Dog Fennel, Wild Ginger, Curly Dock, Wild Carrot and Virgin's-
bower,

The leaves of the Showy Lady's-Slipper during the blooming and seed
ripening time are very irritable to many handling them.

The brilliant foliage of Poison Sumac is often gathered in the fall
and the pickers surely come to grief. It grows only in swamps and bogs.

First aid for stings from Nettle is readily found in applying crushed
leaves and stems of the Jewelweed which generally grows in the same locality.
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UNUSUAL FRUIT

Two seldom used fruits are now obtainable in the markets, they are --

POMEGRANATE is a brick-red fruit., The name means =-apple with seeds-
The leathery-skinned fruit has many seeds, each one enveloped in a sweet pulp.
The pulp is used to make a beverage. It is more popular in the gulf states.
PERSIMMON -- This fruit isn't as well known as it should be. It must be
eaten soft ripe, only then does the astringency disappear. It resembles a
tomato.
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STRANGE AS IT MAY SEEM

Just before the cold weather sets in the Woolly Caterpillar seems to
be everywhere, Countless numbers of them hurriedly crawling around look-
ing for protected dry place where they simply curl up and hibernate quite
contrary to the method of most caterpillars.

In spring they spin an oval cocoon out of silk they manufacture mixed
with its own hair. It finally emerges as the Isabella Moth. 1Its yellow
eggs are found clustered on the lower sides of leaves. J

This caterpillar is perfectly harmless and is interesting to have about.
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WINTER HOUSE PLANTS

A house plant used a great deal at this time of the year is the
Jerusalem Cherry (Solanum Pseudo-Capsicum)

The cherry-red berries last only a few weeks and the leaves soon drop.
They require a cool window and humidity.

Tt's best to discard them when their season is over for without green-
house conditions these plants are not at their best. They are merely
temporary house plants.

The Poinsettia is another difficult plant used at this time of the year
and found most disappointing because the leaves drop off soon after bringing
it into the house. Keep them in a temperature of about 60 degrees.

If kept too near electric lights for too long a period, they may not
color up their bracts to a gorgeous red. If allowed to dry out the lower
leaves turn yellow and shed.
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LENGTHENING DAYS . —

In January the days start to get longer and the gaining light naturally
means growth, This then is the month of promise and the glory of the grow-
ing year lies before us, Winter moves swiftly in spite of February's ice
and sleet and alternate thaw and freeze.

Even now under the snow, green flat rosettes of next year's plants can
be found close to the ground nestled around the old stock of last year's
growth,

During extreme cold the broad evergreen leaves of the Rhododendron curl
back and point straight down, when it warms up the leaves start to rise again.

It has been said they make a good thermometer. ‘
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FACTS ABOUT SOME PLANETS

Venus is the Earth's twin in size and mass and by far the most brilliant.
It comes closer to the earth than any other planet,

Mars with its reddish color and strange surface features is second to
none in interest,

Jupiter is the giant of the solar system. Saturn is unique in possess-
ing a system of rings.

Official publication of "Friends of the Wild Flower Garden', issued quarterly.

Martha E. Crone -- Editor



