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TANGELO

The Tangelo is a fruit grown in the south especially in Florida, it rarely
ever reaches our markets here.

A hybrid, having originated from the crossing of certain Tangerines with
Pomelos (Grapefruit).

The trees and fruit of the two principal varieties are like the grapefruit
parent, but have some very decided characteristics of the "kid-glove" oranges.

The fruit has the flavor that resembles both the grapefruit and tangerine.

They are still a novelty and not readily obtainable. They are practically
a small grapefruit with the easy peeling of the tangerine.

They should appear in our northern markets before long.
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BIRD NOTES

Birds play a most important part in controlling the insect and moth pop-
ulation. The night-feeding Whip-poor-wills eat great numbers of moths, espe-
cially the large spicies. Cuckoos are fond of tent caterpillars.

Different kinds of Flycatchers and other insect-—eating birds gobble
millions of insects, moths and butterflies. Also great quantities of insect
eggs and larvae are devoured.

It is always well to encourage our birds to stay near our homes.
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WILD FLOWER GARDENS

The popularity of Wild Flower Gardens is growing every yvear. Even a
corner or slope can be utilized.

However, some shade must be provided, yet not dense shade. Some ferns
should be planted with the other plants to help cover up the bare spots left
by plants becoming dormant early.

Now is the time to check on the wild flower corner to see what is lacking.

The delicate small spring flowers, the most loved are the first essentials
to be considered, such as Trilliums, Hepaticas, Bellworts, Anemones, Bloodroots,
Blue Phlox, Jack-in-the-Pulpit, Columbine and Wild Ginger.

The summer and fall flowers take over in the same situation without dis-
turbing the spring blooming plants.
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FALL FLOWERS

When the Asters, Golden-rods, Gentians and other late flowering plants
have passed their glory, then as always about the later part of October, the
Witch Hazel (Hamamelis virginiana) shows its first golden flowers. It is at
its best after the leaves have turned and fallen. The blossoms brighten the
otherwise bare woods until well into December.
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UNUSUAL PLANT

The Colchicum autumnale is an unusual and seldom planted lily. They are
a great addition to the garden with the lovely purple and white lily-like
flowers blooming in September and October,

In the spring they send up plenty of thick blade-like leaves. During the
summer they completely disappear and the area should be marked.

The flower stocks suddenly appear in late fall and their loveliness gives
beauty to the garden. They are greatly enjoyed when all other flowers have
passed.

The Colchicums are best planted in August or September for the next years

bloom.
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HERRING GULLS

The Herring Gulls commonly called the Sea Gull, found on many lakes,
especially on the Great Lakes where they are very numerous. It has been known
as a good scavenger, cleaning the highways and lake shores of dead fish and
animals. This large graceful flying bird lacks the song of other birds but
contributes to mankind greatly.

The most conspicuous birds on Lake Superior and elsewhere, gracefully
riding high on the waves, yet they are not diving birds. Altho they have an
immaculate appearance, they are considered scavengers.

As they fly low over the water they are looking for scraps of food, or
dead fish floating in the water or washed ashore.

In recent years this bird has acquired a new usefulness, that c¢f helping
reduce the Lamprey. These distructive Eel-shaped Lamprey attach themselves
to fish, soon killing them. Lampreys generally ascend rivers or brooks in the
spring, the spawning season.

This past summer your editor had the occasion to observe on several oc-
casions, a battle of gulls with Lamprey. The gull tried to ascend with the
Lamprey, but each time the struggle of the Lamprey prevented this. Sewveral
gulls remained near by and as each gull tired another would take over the
battle, finally tearing away bits of the Lamprey.

Nature has everything arranged, perhaps this will tend to check these
distructive Lamprey.
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ZUCCHINI SQUASH

The Zucchini Squash, a favorite of the south has been used generally in
this area. It has the typical squash flavor, but not as sweet as the Hubbard.

It can be baked whole or sliced and fried. It is excellent sliced and
baked in a casserole with alternate layers of tomatoes.

B e e e e e S e e T T e

File this issue with the others in your "Fringed Gentian" green cover.
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THE CLOSE OF THE GROWING SEASON

We have slowly and gently drifted thru the autumn days and in another
month most flower beds will be put away for the winter. This is a time to plan
for the next year. Notes should be made of what needs replanting and what must
come out altogether, many plants multiply so quickly and need checking back,
also there would be complete changes.

Collect leaves for cover around shrubs and various other plants. Oak
leaves are most desirable for plants that require acid, such as Azaleas,
Rhododendron, Laurel, American Yew, and Dwarf Iris.

Some other plants that require acid soil are Clintonia, Stemless Lady's-
slipper, Goldthread, Pitcher Plant, Wood Sorrel, Bunchberry, Twin Flower, Blue-
berry and Wlntergreen. =

This is a time .to thoroughly water evergreens and shrubs. A great amount
of moisture evaporates in the cold dry winds of winter. Guard against this to
avoid heavy winter kill.

Normal rainfall does not reach down to the roots. It takes a soaking
of many hours to attain this. Place a sprinkler turned on low under trees and
shrubs for hours.

This past summer of appalling drought, hot winds and high temperatures
would again take many plants unless they are thoroughly watered before the
cold weather sets in.

The cold and rain of recent weeks was gratefully received since it was
beneficial to smaller plants, putting them in favorable condition: for winter.
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STRANGE AS IT MAY SEEM

One of the most important tropical fruits is the Banana, which is easy to
ship and of long-keeping quality. Altho a native of tropical Asia, Africa and
Australia, several varieties are cultivated in this country mainly along the
southern edge of the United States.

Most of the commercial banana crop is grown in Central America and the
West Indies.

After bearing fruit the plant withers and dies, but first sends out
suckers from the base and these grow into a new plant that bears fruit the
following year. They are picked green and ripened later.
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FIREWEED

Fireweed (Epilobium augustifolium) has been resplendent this past season,
it resembles the cultivated phlox and makes a fine showing.

Altho rather difficult to establish, if once started it does well. Will
thrive in poor soil, especially fine sand, also in areas following a fire.

It is the Official flower of the Yukon, but is native here.

Official publication of "Friends of the Wild Flower Garden'", issued
quarterly.
Martha E. Crone —-- Editor



