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CONSERVATION

Untouched woodlands should be saved while it is still possible. These
will stand as museum pieces to show people what the original forest was like.

As developments take place many native areas are being destroyed. Also
many roadsides have a growth of desirable plants that should be rescued.

It would be greatly appreciated if we were notified of such areas, so
that these plants could be salvaged and moved to the Wild Flower Garden.

ER TR e T e

REPORT OF THE SPRING GARDEN TOUR

The Conducted Tour and Open House of the Wild Flower Garden at Theodore
Wirth Park was held May 15th, for members and friends of the "Friends of the
Wild Flower Garden'. It was more or less rained out yet a number braved the
elements and found a lovely display of early spring flowers.

The Trilliums of several varieties were exceptional. Also Mertensia,
Crested Iris, Foam Flower, Jacob's Ladder, Anemones, Marsh Marigolds, Wood
Phlox and countless others.

The ferns were at an interesting stage with their fiddle-heads just un-
curling. Many of these later grow to five or six feet.

Members and friends are urged to visit the garden as often as possible,
there being a change of displays the entire season.
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INDIAN PIPE

The pipe-shaped and colorless shoots of the Indian Pipe or Ghost Plant
(Monotropa uniflora) certainly is a curiosity among plants. Uncanny but
attractive, a peculiar fascination when found in deep woods. Sometimes
thriving in very dense shade.

It does not manufacture its own food as other plants do. This degener-
ate grows on the roots of other plants or utilizes nourishment from decom-
posing vegetable matter.

They are found in leaf mold of deep rich woods especially where there
is moisture.

The ghostly stems each forming a white or pale pink bell-shaped flower.
If an attempt is made to transplant them the handling causes them to turn
brown.

Strangely the Indian Pipe is related to the Rhododendron, Azalea, Winter-
green, Arbutus, Blueberry and Cranberry.
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CASSTIA BUDS

Cassia Buds are the dried unripe fruit of the Cinnamomum tree and has the
same flavor as cinnamon.

L R T e R S



FRINGED GENTIAN July 1965

(11)
LATE SUMMER FLOWERS

The landscape is glorious during August and September with the white and
purple of the Asters, countless as the stars for which they were named. The
Golden-rods are gilding the roadsides and meadows.

Both are possessed of particular beauty as field flowers and their colors
are a delight.

Their beauty has given them a place in our cultivated gardens, where they
are one of the pleasures of the mellow days of late summer.

White Snakeroot (Eupatorium) an annual, brightens the dark shady woods
with its profuse white blooms during the later part of summer and provides a
long period of bloom. It also is attractive in borders in home gardens.
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HUMPBACKED BLACK FLY

The small black fly which makes it so uncomfortable for one to be in
certain areas, especially in the woods and along running water is the Hump-
backed Black Fly.

They also attack many kinds of wild or domesticated birds and mammals.
During severe infestations of Black Flies, birds, animals and humans suffer
greatly and are rendered most uncomfortable.

They are especially worrisome for a brief season mostly during June in
the northern coniferous forests as campers and fishermen will attest to.

The fly injects an anesthetic and anti-coagulent, so one discovers the
bites only by a trickle of blood. A few hours later these bites raise welts.
A favorite place for their bites is behind the ear and around the eyes.
These welts itch for some time.
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DID YOU KNOW

That Vanilla is a climbing orchid and since it needs both support and
shade for good growth of the vine, experimenters are letting it entwine on
the Cashew tree.

Both Vanilla and Cashew are tender tropical plants.

Vanilla is almost the sole orchid product of value other than the flowers.

Certain insects or hummingbirds are required to pollinate the intricate
flowers.

The "bean" as the fruit is popularly known is a long podlike structure
without odor until cured.
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Bay leaves are dried leaves from the small, evergreen Sweet Bay or Laurel
Tree.

They are among the oldest of European herbs. It is now being cultivated
in our Southern states.

This culinary herb gives a pungent flavor and is being extensively used
for seasoning.
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PLANTS FOR SUMMER HOMES

A suggestion for summer homes where rabbits and deer destroy nearly
evervthing planted is to establish mostly those that they do not relish.

Among others the Nasturium (Trapaeolum majus) is one that deer and
rabbits never touch. They thrive in rather poor soil and the flowers usu-
ally are of better color in lean soil. They are excellent for the northern
part of the state.

They bloom profusely until killed by frost. The attractive spurred
flowers are of various shades, yellow, maroon, orange, scarlet and nearly
white. There are both dwarf and climbing varieties. Altho they are native
of tropical America they are very hardy here and adapt to any situation.
Being annuals they must be replanted each year.

The flower buds and young seeds are often used in salads and pickles.

Monkshood is another attractive plant avoided by both rabbits and deer.
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TRILLIUM PLANTING TIME

From July until frost is a good time to plant Trilliums of various kinds.
The results of such a planting is most gratifying in a few years.

The large-flowered Trillium (Trillium gradiflorum), the most outstanding
of a dozen varieties that thrive here, was at its best this past spring in
the Wild Flower Garden, as well as in many woodlands.

Areas of undistrubed woodlands were observed, fairly dotted with the
lovely three-petaled blossoms. They are white at first, then as they
mature they change to rose and maroon.
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WILD FLOWER SELECTION

During the blooming season you will find many hints as to what you would
like in your own garden. Study their habitats and find a source of supply.

The popularity of wild gardens is growing every year and this informal
gardening has led to the establishment of wildflower corners or slopes.

A wildflower area should include some trees, some weathered rocks,
and plenty of various ferns.

The smaller plants, the early spring varieties, naturally should be
clumped near the path where they can be seen.

Most wild flowers can be easily grown if natural conditions are provided.

Official publication of "Friends of the Wild Flower Garden" issued quarterly.

Martha E. Crone —— Editor



