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BIRD NOTES

In late fall most birds leave us for the south but the little Black-
capped Chickadee remains with us to brave the winter storms.

Of all the birds none is of greater benefit to man than the Chickadee.

Its activity is unsurpassed and it devotes most of its time during
the year to destroying insect pests.

During the winter it feeds to some extent on seeds especially those
of the birch., It is one of the greatest enemies of the cankerworm and
other caterpillars, also of bark beetles, plant lice and most of the
myriad small insects,

Just before winter sets in, the Goldfinches in some areas leave the
marshes and meadows where they have nested and seek shelter near homes
to feed at the food stations provided for them.

At this time they are in their somber winter plumage, having changed
from their beautiful black and gold summer finery. They also consume
quantities of weed seeds.

They are practically the only bird nesting in July and August, so
they still have the young to care for.,

It is well to protect these birds so as to increase their numbers.,
The Chickadee often rears two broods in a season, yet the Goldfinch
only one,

During severe storms they seek shelter in old deserted woodpeckers'
holes, hollow trees or knot-holes. O0ld bird-houses also make good shelters.

During cold weather their food is quickly digested to keep them
warm, therefore they would suffer unless provided shelter.,
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AUGUST LILY OR MAGIC LILY

(Lycoris Squamigera)

These unusual flowers of the Amaryllis Family are most interesting
to have in a garden, since they bloom after many perennial flowers are
past. The plants must be carefully marked during the summer or they
might be hoed out,

Its leaves resemble the Amaryllis coming up in the early spring and
then ripen quickly and completely disappear.

It grows well in sun or half shade., The flowers appear the second
week in August without any foliage on thick stems 2 to 3 feet high. From
5 to 8 trumpet-like flowers are borne on a stem of a pinkish color and
very fragrant, remaining in bloom for some time, It seems to be little
known but is worth a try.,
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AGGRESSIVE PLANTS

There are a number of peremnnial plants brought into gardens which un-
fortunately have aggressive characteristics. They tend to spread rapidly
and might become serious pests and crowd out more desirable plants., Yet
some of these plants are attractive and can be kept in check.

One of these is the False Dragon-head (Physostegia virginiana) of the
Mint family, which blooms late in the fall, The brilliant rose spikes
enliven the late fall garden.

Another is the Bugle-weed (Ajuga reptans) also of the Mint family, The
blue variety blooms early in spring and is very attractive. The pink
variety comes into bloom somewhat later. They make a good ground cover,

Some others are Creeping Blue Bellflower (Campanula rapunculoides),
Bouncing Bet (Saponaria officinalis) and Stringy Stonecrop (Sedum sarmen-
tosum).,

It is well to recognize some of these plants and to undertake immediate
measures of control,

ok ok ok ok Kk k% Rk k%

VISITORS TO THE GARDEN

To provide facilities for the outdoor education of interested persons
and to preserve our native landscape, this Wild Flower Reserve has drawn
thousands of visitors from all over the nation as well as abroad,

Among them this past summer were distinguished world-famous actress
Dame Sybil Thorndike and actor Sir Lewis Casson of London, England. They
were accompanied by their daughter, Mrs. Douglas Campbell of the Guthrie
Theatre, Minneapolis, and Lay Judith Guthrie, wife of Sir Tyrone Guthrie,

They were conducted by our member, Mrs, Clarence Tolg., They enjoyed
this place of natural beauty and tranquility,

P PR S P PN
woW W

X xRk EEE LRI ER R R * %

-«

TRUMPETER SWANS

It is interesting to note the comeback of the Trumpeter Swans. They
are so huge - five feet long with a wing spread of seven feet and weighing
up to 35 pounds, that they prove easy prey for gunners.

They had been very numerous but by the middle 1930's only about 100
remained.

Since much has been done for their preservation, the last year's aerial
survey counted 878. It is hoped that they will steadily multiply. 1In order
to do so, their native habitat will have to be maintained,

Their high flying perhaps is one of their survival aids,
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DID YOU KNOW

«ssThat a flock of sheep will eliminate Poison Ivy from an area in a
single season?
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IN MEMORIAM

The loss of a number of our members during the past year has saddened us
and our deepest sympathy goes to the members of their families. They are:
Miss Cecile Miller, Dr. S, Koontz and Mrs., Mary Kirchner.

Mrs. Kirchner was a charter member and contributed greatly to the interest

of the garden in many ways.
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FRANKLIN'S GULLS

A massive flock of Franklin's Gulls containing at least several thousand
gulls was noted the middle of September in a freshly plowed field in southern
Minnesota,

Their flickering white forms against the black soil background presented
a beautiful scene,

Franklin's Gulls are essentially of great value to a region beset with
cutworms, grasshoppers and many other insect pests.

This gull remains far from large bodies of water even in the nesting
season, preferring marshy lakes and sloughs.
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TREE GROWTH

The fastest growing trees next to the Chinese Elm are the American Elm,
Silver Maple and Green Ash,

In ten years the Chinese Elm should be about 30 feet as well as the
American Elm., The Silver Maple and the Green Ash approximately 25 feet.

The Black Walnut, White Oak and Bur Oak are among the slowest growing.

The nutrient elements in fallen leaves is the highest in the Basswood,
others following are Red Maple, Sugar Maple and White Ash.
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WEATHER

It has been a year of most unusual weather, A late, cold spring follow-
ing the heavy snowfalls in February. Then the devastating tornado in June.
Although the tornado did great damage in this area, the Wild Flower

Garden was spared much destruction having only slight damage.

More than 2,000 trees were uprooted on streets and lawns. These were
removed as quickly as possible to avoid any possible spread of Dutch Elm
disease,  Plants were stripped of their foliage by the heavy hail,

In spite of these upsets, the autumn has been beautiful with many plants
blooming after recovering from the early damage.

Official publication of 'Friends of the Wild Flower Garden' issued quarterly.

Martha E., Crone -- Editor



