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BIRD NOTES

It was most interesting to observe a male cardinal the last week in October
feeding in the drive of our cabin along the shore of Lake Superior, a mere 15
miles south of the border of Canada.

He was in company with an immature female Rose-breasted Grosbeak, and many
Juncos, Black-capped Chickadees, Fox Sparrows and various other sparrows.

The Cardinal, the State bird of Kentucky, has been extending its range
northward and westward. Records of its appearance in the north have been few
few until recent years these occurrences have increased.

About 35 years ago it was confined as a resident bird to the southeastern
portion of Minnesota. At that time it was considered a newcomer into Minne-
sota, and still is an object of special interest. i

At first it seemed to have met with little success in its attempts at
nesting in the north and hopes for its survival were given up. Yet slowly
they adjusted to a cooler climate and changed source of food.

In the Wild Flower Garden they eagerly feed on sunflower seeds when the
insects are gone but it was noted that these seeds were ignored by those in
the north and they took only an assortment of smaller seeds.

Since cardinals are friendly, choosing by preference cultivated lands and
coming freely into your yard, it perhaps has a better chance for survival.

They are likely to be year-round residents and many depressing winter
days are brightened by their presence.

The Rose-breasted Grosbeak, a relative of the Cardinal which originally
had lived in the deep forests, today is completely at home among the shade
trees of towns and really seems to enjoy his contact with mankind.

But he doesn't like cold weather and, in the winter, travels south to Central
America and parts of South America.

The observation of bird life is a delightful pastime and is certain to in-
crease rapidly.
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CATALOG TIME

When the holidays are over, we again turn our thoughts to seed and plant
catalogs.

What a cozy winter indulgence it can be to peruse these catalogs and con-
template the spring and summer ahead that might possibly hold the privilege of
again testing the various plants so alluringly displayed.

Some of the Nurseries for wild flowers and seeds are:

Rex Pearce Seed Co., Moorestown, New Jersey

Claude A, Barr (seeds), Smithwick, South Dakota
Gardens of the Blue Ridge, Ashford, North Carolina
Lounsberry Gardens, Oakford, Illinois

Orchid Gardens, Grand Rapids, Minnesota (Route 1)
Ferndale Nursery & Greenhouses, Askov, Minnesota

Send for a catalog early. Your editor received a rather unique catalog
from Arthur Eames Allgrove, North Wilmington, Mass. 01887. Price - 25¢.
It's worth sending for, contains Wild Flowers, Ferns, Supplies and Accessories,
as well as plant labels, garden furniture and bird baths.
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NEW MEMBERS

In spite of the late spring causing the delay of plants' flowering, it was
gratifying to note the widespread interest in the Wild Flower Garden.

Attendance has steadily increased and we are most grateful to the new mem-
bers and those who have so kindly helped maintain this organization for so
many years.

The following were added to membership during the year:

Mr. and Mrs. Don J., Miller Minneapolis, Minnesota
Mr. and Mrs. William C. James Wayzata, Minnesota
Karol Pieper Minneapolis, Minnesota
Miss Lucile Burnham St. Paul, Minnesota
Mrs. Esther V. Amundson Moose Lake, Minnesota
Mr. Goodrich Lowry Wayzata, Minnesota

Mr. Henry E. Kellar Minneapolis, Minnesota
Mr. P. Mosberg Minneapolis, Minnesota
Mr. Harry D. Thorn Minneapolis, Minnesota
Dr. and Mrs. Martin Peper Minneapolis, Minnesota
Mr. and Mrs. Paul W. Lindstadt Minneapolis, Minnesota
Diamond Lake Acres Garden Club Minneapolis, Minnesota
Mr. Ben Shank Deephaven, Minnesota
Mrs. John Reed Minneapolis, Minnesota
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DID YOU KNOW

That Chocolate is a preparation made from the seeds of Theobroma cacao,
a plant that grows mainly in an area on either side of the equator.

The seeds are removed from the pods, are shelled and broken and allowed
to ferment and cure. The beans are then washed, dried and polished for
export.,

They are roasted, cracked, husked and winnowed. Then they are ground
and the oil removed. The cocoa left after the oil is removed is cooled,
crushed and powdered.

Chocolate which contains more of the oil is taken from the grinding mill
and is mixed with sugar or other material and placed in molds where it cools
and hardens.
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WATERING PLANTS

_ A beneficial method to water house plants so that water gets to the roots
which are generally massed at the bottom of the pot is to set the pots in a
pan of water about four inches deep and let them remain several hours.

If this procedure is followed at least once a month, it will be neces-
sary to top water only several times a week.
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BOOK REVIEW

THE WILD GARDEN
IN
THE WILD LANDSCAPE

The Art of Naturalistic Landscaping
by
Warren G. Kenfield

The art of designing your wild landscape without disturbing the soil to
create vistas of natural beauty as well as colorful carpets of grassland that
the artistic wild gardener will not mow, is intriguingly presented in this book.

It will be useful to the wild landscape designers, conservationists, and
all wild gardeners.

This book will be read, pondered, and used by "Wild Gardeners' of whom there
will be many more in the years to come. There are nine color plates. §7.50.

Hafner Publishing Company
Order from your Book Store.
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PLANT TANGELO SEEDS

Tangeloes are in season again and can be obtained in some of the larger
stores. Until recently they were little known in this area.

It is a hybrid, having originated from the crossing of certain Tangerines
with Grapefruit. They contain many seeds and these seeds germinate very easily
when planted in pots indoors.

Plant them in a shallow pot or dish rather closely, about an inch apart,
and in no time they are up. When several inches tall, they make a lovely green
display suitable for a dish garden.

Later they can be transplanted into individual pots where they gain growth
very quickly.
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THE SPLENDORS OF ORION

Starting in December, the magnificent constellation of ORION can be seen
high in the southern sky at about 10:00 o'clock. It is then visible from sun-
set until sunrise. It will disappear in the evening twilight in the west in
May. It is one of the most readily recognized of constellations. It cannot
be seen in the evening hours in late spring, summer or early fall,

Orion, the hunter, is followed by the Great Dog (Canis Major) Sirius, the
brightest star in the sky, as well as the Little Dog (Canis Minor) Procyn.

Official publication of "Friends of the Wild Flower Garden" issued quarterly.

Martha E. Crone -- Editor



