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AUTUMN

Autwm has the last lovely smile of the year, when the hunter's moon is
high, it seems reluctant to retire.

There are many reminders of the fast maturing year. From budding to
fruiting, the year has flowm.

There is much color in September and so much lingering warmth in October
that the transition between them seems less marked in a way than that between
any other twe consecutive months, The dying of summer's fire can be a won-
derous experience.

There is something in autumn that we never understand, the changing moods
and things that are perfected by nature,

Dusk comes earlier now and the daylight quickly diminishes and soon the
familiar star patterns shift in the sky.

October is a restful month of mellow charm and deepening color.

WITCH HAZEL

(Hamsmelis virginiana)

We cannot let the year come to a close without the mention of the Witch
Hazel coming into bloom,

It shows its gold in October, but is not at its best, however until the
leaves have turned color and fallen,

The then pale yellow blossoms shine like stars, the richer for the
bareness of the forest about it, It has remained in lovely bloom as late as
Christmas time in spite of the cold climate,

It fills the view from the portice looking north from the New Shelter
Bu’.‘..lding.

MONARCH BUTTERFLY

The beautiful orange and black Monarch Butterflies which were so numerous
in the north this past summer have left soon after the weather started to turn
cool, They started their long trip to the south and are joined by thousands
of Monarchs on the way. At night they come to rest on trees and bushes. The
next day they are off again; with nothing to guide them they keep on, some-
times a hundred miles in a day, until they reach the southland, This may be
Florida, California, or even Mexico,

They spend the entire winter there and start back again in the spring to
the north. Theirs is one of the best known migrations,
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STRANGE AS IT MAY SEEM

Perhaps we have overdeveloped our intellect, the invention of the many
harmful insecticides, sprays and dusts,

File this issue with the others in your "Fringed Gentian" green cover.
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EROM THE PRESIDENT'S DESK

Dear Members:

What a rewarding season in the Eloise Butler Wild Flower and Bird
Sanctuary, The first half of our guest book reveals visitors from 35 states
of the Union plus Egypt, England, Germany, Norway, Puerto Rico, India, Mexico,
New Zealand, and Canada, Isn't it great that our hosts were in the Martha E,
Crone Shelter to greet these people plus those from all over the state of
Minnesota, plus our local visitors who came sgain and again, plus the groups
of children, bird groups, garden groups and other organizations?

Mrs, Olson reports that the following members joined her staff of
Hostesses: Mms, Hildegarde Holtz, Franklin Kerr, Preston Haglin, Henry Norton,
Constance Humphry, Marian Grimes., Miss Elsie Johnson, Dr. Grimes and Mrs,
Alexander Desn are still coming on their scheduled afternoons during these
late fall days. Our thanks to all who have given their time to make our
building such a true headquarters and to Mr, Avery for his interesting displays
therein,

The Sanctuary itself enjoyed a good season. Especially outstanding was
the magnificent display of Cardinal Flower in the lower garden. The tiny
Wild Poinsettia (so fascinating to me) did themselves proud in the wpper garden,
expanding in size and number. So did the Prairie Dock (a very tall, showy,
pale yellow Sunflower type which was introduced to the garden seven years ago
and seems to like where it lives, Mr, Avery reports that on Sunday, October
lith, there were twice as many species of plants in bloom as on the same date
last year, and all will go to sleep in great shape as he has had extra fall
help from the Park Board,

Next spring there will be additional plantings in the area of the Shelter
plus a drinking fountain which will be incorporated into the gemeral plan,

Catherine S, Faragher -- President
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EIRD NOTES

After a seeming shortage of warblers during the summer, it was gratifying
to note the large numbers of birds returning from the north,

Numerous sparrows, slate-colored juncos, snow buntings, waxwings and
many others,

The juncos arrived early in October after many others had passed through,
They generally gather on their accustomed winter feeding ranges, They feed
on the mixed seeds offered them, from early morning until late in the evening
even after dark. They enjoy the snow and hop and flutter im it. Snow buntings
in great numbers arrived in northern Minnesota in September., During April they
again leave for their nesting grounds in the north,

Many geese have been noted flying against the autwmn sky,
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Again we thank those whe have become members of Friends of the Wild Flower
Garden and Bird Sanctuary,

We are grateful for the help of all members in furthering this native
erea, Much can be done by the organization,
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NEW MEMEERS

We welcome the following who became members since our last report:

Mrs. Alton F, Burns White Bear Lake
Mrs, Maurice Adelsheim, Sr. Minneapolis
Fpances R, Gutteridge Minneapolis
Panline L, Curran Minneapolis

St, Ansgar Garden Club St. Ansgar, Iowa
Miss Marion A, Griffith Minneapolis

Mr, & Mrs, Elmer L, Anderson St. Paul

Mrs, Edwin C, Adamson Chaska, Minn,
Constance H., Humphrey Minneapolis
Mrs. Edgar Allen Minneapolis
Miss Inez F. Barker Minneapolis
Mrs, Henry Norton, Sr. Excelsior, Minn,
Dr. & Mrs, Frank M, MacDonald Minneapolis
Mrs, Herbert M, Richardson Minneapolis

MEMORIALS

We were saddened by the loss of a number of members; Mr, Arthur Fruen
who was a charter member of Friends of the Wild Flower Garden and a great
conservationist,

Mr, & Mrs, V, Wm, Carlson both passed away in September. They were
members the last ten years, Condolances are extended to their families,
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LEAF MULCH

The trees have done their year of work and now the leaves fall quietly.
Every leaf that falls should be put to use for which it was intended. A
ground cover against the winter's cold and then added to the compost pile to
supply humus for the plants,

Pines, spruces, balsams and other evergreens drop a few needles every
fall, This is a natural occurrence as the plante are continually putting out
new foliage, Some retain their foliage for as many as four years,

This discarded foliage builds up at the base of the evergreens to make a
soft mulch which holds moisture and prevents weed growth. It should not be
removed,

GREETINGS

Greetings of the Holiday Season are extended to all members of Friends of
the Wild Flower Garden and Bird Sanctuary, who so generously contributed to the
perpetuation of this reserve, Your continued interest is very much appreciated,

Official publication of "Friends of the Wild Flower Garden" issued quarterly.
Martha E, Crone -- Editor



