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MUSHROOM HUNTING

A1l indications point to an asbundant Morel spring. The Morel (Morchella)
which grows only in May is the choicest of all mushrooms and eagerly sought
after, If the harvest is greater than can be used fresh, they can be dried
in either sun or in the oven., Their flsvor is not impaired in the drying.

Another variety, the Gyromitra, also grows during May. Although it is
edible and delicious, over ripe specimens should be avoided,

Asgsistance in identifying mushrooms can be obtained from the Minnesota
Mycological Society, which meets at Walker Branch Library, 29th and Hennepin
Ave,, during May, June, September, and October, Monday nights 7:00 to 9:00.
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SAVING OUR WILD FLOWER HERITAGE

Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc., was founded for those who are
interested in promoting and perpetuating this one remaining area so close to
a busy metropolis,

This bit of wilderness provides a place to get away from the pressure of
city living., The right to enjoy plants and animals in their native habitat.

We should exert every effort to preserve these natural conditions as a
rest center for those who need them,

Here can be seen in season practically all native flowers of Minnesota,
Here it is a pleasure to follow the trails through the Reserve, some of them
ancient Indian Trails, .

We are most grateful to those who have given of their time and skill to
insure a successful garden,

What a beautiful heritage to leave to the coming generation.
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NEW CITRUS FRUITS

Development of new citrus fruits has been gained by endless crossing and
many varieties have come into existence that were not heard of before.

The improvement through selection is still going on and the varieties
continue to improve.

The crossing of different fruits in the same family has resulted in new
varieties, The tangerine was crossed with the grapefruit producing the tangeloes,
A cross between the lime and the kumquat produced the limequat and due to

many more experimenits, other fruits will appear.
An attempt is being made to grow citrus fruits further north than the old
ones with no fear of harm from frost.
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File this issue with the others in your "Fringed Gentian" green cover,
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FROM THE PRESIDENT'S DESK

Mrs, Carl H., Olson is succeeding Mrs, Crone as Secretary - Treasurer and
Editor of the "Fringed Gentian.” We are fortunate to have someone of Mildred's
vibrant personality and great capabilities to take over this important post.

It will indeed, be hard to fill the shoes of Martha E, Crone who became Secre-
tary - Treasurer and Editor of the "Fringed Gentian" in 1952 when the Friends
of the Wild Flower Garden was incorporated.

Mrs, Crone knew Eloise Butler and worked with her in the garden for fifteen
years "just for the fun of it" and then, upon Miss Butler's death in 1933,
Martha became Curator. We know that her knowledge of the garden will always
be available and we hope that she will continue to share with us her delightful
Nature Commentaries through frequent contributions to the "Fringed Gentian',

We are so happy that Dr, Marian Grimes has consented to succeeding Mrs,
Olson as Chm. of her highly successful "Hosts" committee for the Martha E,
Crone Shelter. Volunteers for mornings or afternoons during the Garden Season
call 377-0583 as Dr. Grimes will be making up her schedule.

Annual Meeting date -- Saturday, May 15, 1971 at the Martha E. Crone
Shelter. As our By-laws call for an annual meeting in January, our amendment,
will be entertained to change this date to the month of May when the Garden is
at its peak - we'll hope for a good turn out, We can be warm in our new
building and have a tour of the Garden in the fresh spring glory.

Catherine S, Faragher
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BIRD NOTES

The Annual bird count taken by the Minnesota Ornithological Union and
the Thunder Bay Field Naturalist Club of Thunder Bay Area, Canada, in January
checked a total of 48 species, A winter census is most gratifying.

In spite of the wintery weather, 2li); persons took part in the area around
Grand Marais, Minn,, and along the shore of Lake Superior,

Many robins have been seen during the winter in this area, proving that
robins will stay north as long as there is a water supply and food.

The abundance of Mountain Ash berries seem to satisfy them,

Also seen were Evening Grosbeaks, Pine Grosbeaks and many others which
normally winter there.

A Bald Eagle was reported from the Lutsen area of the North Shore of Lake
Superior recently.
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GIFTS

Gifts were gratefully received from Mr, & Mrs, Edgar Zelle and from
Gardener's of Prospect Park. They are very much appreciated.
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PISTACHIO NUTS

Did it ever occur to you that Pistachio Nuts which are so delicious when
salted are native to the Orlent and Mediterransan region?

They grow on small trees which gain a height of 30 feet,prefering a dry
climate,

The leaves are evergreen, the flowers small and the fruit is called a dry
drupe, It is the green seed or kernel of the dry drupe that is salted and is
so delicious, -

A cultivated variety of Pistachio is grown in Californiajalso in other
parts of the country that have a warm tropical climate,
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NEW MEMBERS

A welcome is extended to the following who became members since our last
report -- '

Mrs, Robert L, MacPhail Mimmeapolis, Minn,
Mrs, Kent I, Powers Minneapolis, Minn,
Mr, & Mrs, F. R. Crawford Osseo, Minn,

Mr, & Mrs, A. J. Frank Minneapolis, Minn,
Mr, & Mrs. Bruce Hooper Minneapolis, Minn.
Mrs. Frank P, Jones Minneapolis, Minn,
Mrs. C, N, Borman Minneapolis, Minn,
Mrs, L. N, R, Miller Minneapolis, Minn,
Mrs. Sina M, Schneider Mankato, Mimm,
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APPRECIATION

The help and encouragement received during the years have made the garden
what it is today.

Our new Shelter Building has been dedicated, which will help to perpetuate
the resources we have in this unique Native Plant Reserve,

Individual donors of gifts and memorials have made this building possible,
an invaluable addition to the garden, and msy it be enjoyed for the years to come,
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MEMORIALS

A memorial was received from Mrs. Margaret Adamson in memory of Mr,
David Lyman,

From Mrs. Emily C, Johnson and Mrs, Rose B, Lackner in memory of Mrs,
Mary E., Crawford.

Official publication of "Friends of the Wild Flower Garden" issued quarterly,

Marthas E, Crone -- Editor



