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THE CHILL IS IN THE AIR

After my last report mentioning tane squirrels a
number of peorple came in to see them, but to my
knowledge no one ever did see them. The squirrels
might be under the feeder for 237 hours of a day
but the half nour someone waited to see thnem

would be the half hour they wouldn't be there.
That's one of the cardinal rules of nature--if
anything can happen at the wrong time or in tre
wrong place, it will, I still see the tamest

of the squirrels occasionally. She is very adult
now and never comes under the feeder. Once in a
while as I'm walking along a path a squirrel stops
whatever busy business is occupying its time as

if shocked by tie sudden recognition of an old
friend and taen follows me up to the Shelter for a handful of
those most delicious peanuts and sunflower seeds. There are
always a number of days between these chance meetings and each
time I wonder if it has been the last. Ferhaps our encounter as

I closed the Garden tonight was it. Who knows?

Some of you must have noticed tnat we didn't get tie Upland
Garden cut this Spring so t.iat now it nas a wealth of sumac in
its glorious fall foliage. I'm sure that it looks Jjust marvelous
to most people but to me it is simply a problem. However, there
is something in tne Uplands that looks as good to me as tae
sumac does to the unprejudiced eye. The Downy Gentians are just
magnificent this year. Each bed we have is blooming and each 1s
outdoing itself. I'm so pleased witi them that I find it hard
to do anything but stand and stare at them. The drought doesn't
seem to have affected them or any otner prairie plants adversely.
Sometimes I think that adversity is good for wild flowers. It
only keeps them in place. The prairie plants can stand almost
any amount of drougnt and thrive while the plants that demand
more moisture and are continually invading the prairie are drlven

back to the wetter areas where they belong. et
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Tne best way to make your backyard a gatnering place for birds
before the shrubs and trees are mature is to establish a winter-
time feeding station tinis fall. Basic foods are beef suet,
seeds or grain and fruits.
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Dear Friends:

While the Garden will still be open for several weeks after
you receive this issue of the Gentian, it seems appropriate at
this time to mark the end of another season.

SUMMER FAREWELL

A restless spirit permeates the air--

The cricket's friendly chirp is everywhere.
Once more Aurora's flaming banner flies

To mark the seasons passing in the skies

As near tihe tomb of ages Summer stands

With faded flowers in her toilworn hands, .
The tattered remnants of her verdant gown
Begrimed with dust and flecked with red and brown
She smiles beneath a crown of goldenrod,
Surveys her work with an approving nod

Then beckons radiant Autumn to the stage

As Time, the great recorder, turns the vage.

From TEE GHOST TREE SPEAKS by

Richard J. Dorer, Minneapolis 1964

It was a successful season because the flowers bloomed in
the Sanctuary as they aave now for almost seventy years under
the watchful and loving care, first of Eloise Butler, then
lartha Crone, and now Ken Avery and Sam Baker.

A doughty little band of women and men served again as hosts
and hostesses, fighting off the chill of early spring and later
hordes of mosquitoes. A new screen door, recéntly installed,
should take care of the mosquitoes.

We are grateful to all these Volunteers and to Dr. Grimes
who recruited tnem, for providing a service which adds a bit of
warmth to our welcome to the Garden, and which at the same time
releases Ken and Sam for other duties.

Since early June, by letter and phone, I have been in con-
tact with Robert Mattson and Gary Criter of the Flanning Depart-
ment of the Park Board concerning the erection of a new fence,
gate and bulletin board on the aprroach side of the Garden.

Part of our Board has met with a landscape architect to study the
projected project. We have finally received cost estimates for a
rough-sawed cedar fence, a gate, and bulletin board. The Friends
annual contribution to the Park Board will partially pay for this

(Continued on Page 3)
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project, which I would like to think will be completed this
fall.

Sincerely,
ROBERT J. DASSETT, JR.

P, 8. Speaking of contributions - did you know that the
Friends over the years have contributed %8350.00 for the
Garden - in addition to the $26,000 plus for the Martha Crone
Shelter - not to mention Mr. Clinton Odell's single-handed
efforts before the Friends were formerly organized?
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VOLUNTEERS AT THE SHELTER

Up to the present time the following twenty-eight people have
volunteered to attend tne Martha Cpone Shelter:

Miss Elizabetn Abbott Miss Constance Humphrey
Miss Sandra Baker Mr. Steven Johnson

Mrs. Randy Bridson Miss Elizabeth McCarthy
Mrs. Frank Carleton Mrs. Lee Miller

Mrs. Clark Chamberlain Frs. H. C. Nicholls
Mrs. Alex Dean Mrs. Henry W. Norton
lr. & Mrs. O. L. Deileese Mrs. George Feterson
Miss Bernice Dickson Mrs. Robert Price

Mrs., Arthur Flannagan Mr, & Mrs. W. S. Quanm
Dr. Marian Grimes Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Shank
Mrs. Preston Haglin Miss Joan Sternberg
Mrs, J. W. Haldeman Miss Alberta Wilson

Mrs. Vm. H. Hardacker
Miss Faun Homman

Thanks to all of them and please return next year!

Marian Grimes, M.D.
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NEW MEMBERS

Since the July issue of The Gentian, the following have joined us:

Mrs. John R. Peters Minneapolis
Mrs. A. W. Flannagan Minneapolis
M. H. Baker Minneapolis
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THE UPLAND GARDEN * CONTINUED FROM JULY

In 1965 the bog to the north and west and the upland area
to Highway 12 was added to the jurisdiction of the Garden in
recognition of the integration of its use and that of the Garden
and of the necessity of the continued existence of this area in
its wild state to the preservation of the integrity of the
Garden.

The Eloise Butler Wildflower and Bird Sanctuary is famed
for the great number of wild flowers flourishing in so small
an area. Nowhere else of equal accessibility has Nature pro-
vided the necessary combination of rich woods soil in tane wood=-
land zrea, moisture in the bog, and sand an loam in the sunny
prairie garden.

The undertaking in establisiuing the Garden was a real
challenge, inspiring a great determination to succeed, for in
the cultivation of wild plants, many problems are met, some
of which respond satisfactorily, while others require con-
siderable patience and intelligent care in handling., To off-
set the years of drought, a steady supply of water is most '
essential. This was realized and a water system installed in
1947, connecting with the main on Chestnut and Xerxes Avenue,
North.

This bit of wilderness where the beauty of Nature's touch
is everywiere, is well worth visiting. It is conveniently
reached by automobile, as well as by public transportation, and
is less tnan ten minutes drive from tne city. A fine view of
the towering buildings of a busy metropolis can be had from the
Upland Garden.

In 1972 the name was chnanged from tae Elcise Eutler Wild
Flower Garden to the Eloise Butler Wildflower and Bird Sanctuary
to more closely rellect the nature and use of the area.

(The above concludes our four-part history of The Garden. We

hope you have become more aware of the forethought of our
pioneers, and aprreciate what a valuable asset we are perpetuating.)
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Don't miss seeing the beautiful picture by Les Elacklock in the
October-November 1973 issue of National %#Wildlife. It reminds me
of our own Sanctuary. Your Editor
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