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CURATOR MEETS NEW PLEASANT FRIENDS AND GAINS NEW PLANT FOR
THE GARDEN

One of the most appealing things about this job of mine
is the pleasant relationships I have with the greater number of
people whem I meet., It's true that I always seem to be remind-
ing people that this is not a jogging lane, a bicycle path,
, a picnic ground, or a play ground; but most of my contacts are
1 of the most pleasant type. Seme of the nicest peeple I have
'1 met over the years are those who have presented us with plants.
Even theugh we do purchase many plants, just as many are given
to us; and this spring some very precious plants were given
to us by a man who has never even seen the Garden.

|

Last year while at Itasca Park,
a friend who lives in Bagley gave us
a personal tour of Nerthwestern Minne-
Bota and at the end of the tour stopped
at the Kingsburys to intreduce us. The
Kingsburys have a rock and gem shep 6
miles north of Bemidji, and I must say
an excellent one; but we stopped to see
his garden. Mr. Kingsbury grows Pink
Stemless Lady's-slippers and Ram's~head
Lady's-slippers with the ease and success
most people reserve for petunias. He
actually has beds of these impossibly
difficult flowers growing and thriving
in his lawn. I have never seen anything
like it!

As you might suspect, Mr. Kingsbury
turned out to be a very personable,
friendly man and when he heard what I
did he offered to show me where some of
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The Bee-Orchis

I saw a bee, I saw a flower,

I looked again and said, For sure
Never was flower, never was bee
Locked in such immebility.

these previous plants were growing if I
coldcome back i1n the spring. Again,
as you might suspect, I went back there
this spring (the first weekend in June)
and he showed me the place where they
grow -- and grow they did! I believe
that there averaged a Pink Stemless
every twenty feet through the woods
(jack pines) and in a small area there
were seemingly hundreds of Ram's-heads
growing. It was unbelievable.

We took a sufficient number, and they
are now in the Garden and at this time
appear to be quite comfortable. I hope
that in seeing them growing in the wild
and by studying the way that Mr. Kingsbury
grows them, I alsc shall be able to grow
them successfully. Incidentally the
woods where we cbtained these plants is
scheduled to be cut or I never would have
taken them.

Kenneth Avery
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The cloud of bees lurched abeut the hill,
But this flower-buried bee was still;

I said, O Love, has love the power

Te change a bee into a flower?

-=Andrew Young in Geoffrey Gregson's

"The Cherry Tree"
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OUR PRESIDENT AND HIS WIFE HEED THE CALL OF BIRDS IN ENGLAND*®S SPRING

I'm positive that no wave of dismay
swept over those who assembled for the an-
nual meeting on May 11 when or if they noted
that I did not call it to order. Harry Thorn,
attending his last meeting as a Board member
after many years of truly faithful and pro-
ductive service, carried out the chore for me
while my wife and I were heeding Robert
browning's words:

"0 to be in England now that April's there...
And after April, when May follows
And the whitethroat builds,

and all the swallows."

Many of you know England far better than
we, but our pedometer attests to the fact that
we did walk in addition to two weeks in Lendon,
well over 200 miles of English country lanes
and roads over a period of four weeks.

The chaffinch did sing as Browning de-
scribed it as did also the goldfinch (different
from ours), the blue tit, the great tit, the
blackbird (much like our own robin), and the
1‘-*nt«g;l:'l.sh robin red breast (which of course is
no relative of ours).

In Painswick, Gloucestershire,
in the Cotswolds country as we
walked down a lane toward the gardens
surrounding a home built in the early

seventeenth century, we heard the
song of the cuckoo, a rather soft
and disembodied call, seeming both
near and far.

The Bempton Cliffs, near Filey
on the Yorkshire coast, a sheer drop
of some 450 feet into the North Sea
provided our greatest birding thrill.
The area along these cliffs is a
preserve owned and watched over by
the RSBP (Royal Society for the
Protection of Birds). This is the
only English mainland colony of sea
birds: 62 pairs of breeding gannets
(they were once practically eradicated
from this area), 2000 pairs of razor=-
bills, 6000-7000 pairs of guillemots,
possibly 40,000 pairs of kittiwakes,
along with puffins and fulmars in much
smaller numbers. We went back three
times and were fortunate enough to
meet the young warden the third time.
We spent two great hours with him,
talking about the successes and faw-=
ures of the Society in its continuing
efforts to protect birds throughout
the British Isles. As you may well
imagine, the start of e¢il drilling
in the North Seaz is causing some
sleepless nights for those concerned
about the other important island
colonies.

Robert J. Dassett
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A LETTER TO MRS. MILDRED OLSON

A letter on the occasion of a persen's
retiring from some activity can often beceme
an exercise in sterility with one cliche”
following hard upon another.

I simply want to say thank you, Mildred,
on behalf of all the Friends, for the
splendid job you did as Secretary, Treasurer,
and Editor of The Fringed Gentian for the

past three years. You picked up
where Martha Crone left off, and
that wag ne small task.

For myself I1'l1l say thanks for
your uncommen common sense, and for
your counsel which I so often needed.
You were a wonderful person to work
with., We're fortunate to still have
you on the Board of Directors.

Bob Dassett
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HIGHLIGHTS OF THE ANNUAL MEETING IN MAY

The annual meeting of the Friends ef
the Wildflewer Garden, Inc., was held at
the Martha Crene Shelter on May 11, 1974,
at 10:00 A.M. Mrs. Olsen, Secretary, re-
ported a membership of 2603 total of funds
on hand; and cited quarterly mailings eof

The Fringed Gentian.

Mr. Avery gave the Curator's report.
Contrary to our belief in April, the cost
of the stolen tape-deck is not covered by
Park Beard insurance. He hoped the Friends
would sponser replacement.

Dr. Marian Grimes reported on Hosts
and Hostesses during the past year, and
expressed her desire for persons to as-
sist her in recruiting more volunteers
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Mrs. Esther Resenbleom in "sitting in"
for us at public Park Board meetings.

After discussien, it was agreed that
the Friends weuld do well to expend some
funds in the treasury, over and above our
expenses, to do things for the Garden that
are needed. These include: an alarm system,
lights for the display cases, improvement
of the fireplace capacity to heat the room.

The report of the Nominating Committee
was read by Mrs. Andren for Mrs. Bridgman,
Chairman, and Mrs. Haglin., After some
parliamentary precedures, the report was
accepted. Because our Roster of Membership
is nen-current, we are giving on the next
page a complete, current list, with addresses
and ‘phone numbers, of Officers, Board of
Directors, Ex-Officio Officers, Honorary
Beard Members, and our revered Honorary
Life Member. We expect to have a new

directory early Winter 1975.
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VOLUNTEERS AT THE SHELTER ARE REALLY PRETTY SPECIAL PEOPLE!

As of June 27, 1974, Dr. Marian
Grimes reports that the following good
people have volunteered to be Hostesses
and Hosts at the Garden since April:

Miss Flizabeth Abbott

Mrs. Henry Anderson

Mrs. Donald E, Bridgman

Mrs, Charles H, Chadbourn

Mrs, Clark Chamberlain

Mr. and Mrs. Lynn Deweese, Jr.

Miss Bernice Dickseon

Mrs. Preston Haglin

Miss Catherine L, Hanitch

Miss Constance H. Humphrey '

Miss Elsie Johnson accempanied by
her brother Fred Johnson

Mrs. Henry Norton

Mrs. Robert Price

Mr. and Mrs., W. C. Quam

Mrs. George A, Stanley

Miss Jean Stenberg

Miss Alberta Wilson

WELCOME TO NEW MEMBERS SINCE THE
Mr. and Mrs. H., E. Bergstrom, St. Paul
Miss Bernice Dicksen, St. Louis Park
Jerome C, Finken, Minneapeolis
Miss Elizabeth Abbott, Minneapolis
Willis V. Elljiott, St. Paul

Following the Annual Meeting in May,
Mrs. Chadbourn and Mr. Deweese both offered
to help Dr. Grimes recruit more volunteers
to serve as Hosts and Hostesses at the
Shelter. Apparently the forenoon hours
are the ones least scheduled. So, if any
of you are early-risers and love the atmos-
phere of morning - and if you are so
inelined - call Dr, Grimes in the early
part of the day:377-0583. If you do not
easily reach her, why don't you call
Mrs. Chadbourn: new 'phone no. 922-4285,
or Mr. Deweese: 377-80527

The forencon hours are: 9:30-12:30,.
Afternoon, 12:30-3:30,

Dr. Grimes has the complete sched-
ule and keeps the Curator posted as to
who is to come to the Shelter from day to
day. Dr. Grimes and her Committee thank
all of the persons listed hereon for their
interest, effort, and time.

LAST REPORT IN APRIL

Mrs. George K. Isaacs, St. Paul

Gary L. Johnson, Mora, Mn.

Gordon F. Lindner, Edina, Mn.
Virginia Matters, St. Paul

John and Linda Murtfeldt, Hopkins, Mn.
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OFFTCERS 1974-75
Mr. Robert J. Dassett, Jr., President
Mrs. R. N. Beim, ist Vice-President
Mr. Alexander Dean,2nd Vice-President
Miss Marie H, Davidson, Sec'y-Treas.
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Mrs., Raymond N, Beim . . . . .
Mrs, Charles H, Chadbourn, Jr.
Mrs. Jean G. Chamberlain . . .
Mr. Robert J. Dassett, Jr. . .
Migs Marie H. Davidson .
Mr. Alexander Dean
Mrs. Reginald Faragher
Dr. Marian Grimes .
Mr. Bruce Hooper .
Mrs. Mildred B. Olson
Mr. W, H, Tusler . .
EX-OFFICIO OFFICERS
Mr. Kenneth Avery . « ¢ ¢ « o o o &
Mrs. Carroll Binder . ¢ « o« « o o o
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Mrs. Reginald Faragher
Mr. Walter Lehnert .
HCNORARY BOARD MEMBER
Mrs. Raymond N. Beim
Miss Marion Cross .
Mrs. Carroll Binder
Mr. Russell Bennett
Mrs. C. M. Case, Jr.
Mr. Whitney Eastman
Mr. Walter Lehnert
Mrs. George Ludcke
Mr, Henry J. Neils
Mr. Leonard C. Odell
Mr. Leonard Ramberg
Mrs. Clarence Tolg
HONCRARY LIFE MEMBER
Mrs., Martha E. Cron® « « « = o « &
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1321 W. Minnehaha Pkwy.
5521 Wooderest Dr.

Rt. 7, Box 445, Excelsior
5041 So. Russell Ave.

See above 3 2 -4<35
1922 W, 49th St.

3852 Garfield Ave. So.
See above

See above

See above 33 s - G4/
3401 E. Calhoun Blvd.
1105 Washburn Ave. So.
2600 Glenhurst Ave.
4521 Aldrich Ave. So.
Rt. 2, 672B., Mound

3912 Washburn Ave. So.
1555 Lakeside Dr.,No., 142

Oakland, Calif.
3401 E, Calhoun Blvd.
5209 Minnehaha Blvd.

See above

1994 Penn Ave. So.
See above

1210 Baker Bldg.

Rt. 3, Box 106, Wayzata
7000 Valley View Road
See above

Inactive

2801 Burnham Blvd.
4504 W, 44th St,

4215 - 22nd Ave. So,.
206 Sunnyridge Lane

3723 Iyndale Ave. No.
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55419
55424
55331
55410

55409
55409

55408
55405
55416
55409
55364

55410

9L612
55408
55424

55405

55402
55201
5435

55416
55420
55497
55422

55412

927-7844
922-k"""5

335-%_1
922-8607

926-4969
822-7632

823-6645
377-0583
922-7872
825-1464
472-2158

926-6266
823-6645
922-4463
377-7105
505/
332-¢

473-7170
9413457

377-3541
922-8665
729-2639
374-L4345

529-4719

ICWA MEMBER OF 5 YEARS WRITES:

"I always enjoy copies of The
Fringed Gentian bringing news of the
Wild Flower Garden. I have fond
menories of taking classes (botany and
biology) to the garden when I was a
teacher at Central High School, Mpls.
I'm sure the garden has been developed
with a full-time Curator!

Sincerely"”
Cora Wahl

PLEASE READ THIS LAST PP, then Ament

For a while we thought we had ex-
hausted our supply of file folders for
THE GENTTAN, and did not re-order because
of the cost, and also wondering whether
our members really filed their quarterly

coples.,

We now have 100 folders, with

fasteners; and if any of you who so far
have never received a file cover with a
printed title THE FRINGED GENTIAN, please
inform the new Secretary by postcard and
MHD

she will send you one.

My sincere thanks to the contributors to this, my first-compiled issue of

The Iringed Gentian,

--Marie H. Davidson, your new Editor



