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FIRE IS NOT ALWAYS THE REMEDY FOR UNDESIRABLES IN PRAIRIE OR FOREST

I'm going to take a gamble in writing this article. I'm gam-
. bling that most of you will find some of the cultural practices we
fgg‘ | use in the Garden interesting. I realize that most of you are pri-
- QLJ§“\\\\mar11y interested in results and if, when you come into the Garden,
the flowers are blooming and the Garden seems to be the result of the
;nteractlons of nature rather than that of artifice, you are satisfied.
am going to gamble, though, that some little description of the nuts-
nd-bolts operation of the Garden will be interesting to many of you.

This will also explain why the Garden is full of those poor broken,
dead, and dying shrubs. First I should explain that those shrubs are
some of the most persistent "weeds" we have in the Garden.

We have cut them, burned them, and torn
them out by the roots, but in an area as
large as ours it has been impossible to elim-
inate them. The truth is that there are still
just as many now as there were ten years ago.
Burning, one of the techniques I just men-
tioned, is now the darling of those who would
manipulate ecosystems. It is prescribed for
maintaining forests and it is said that you
cannot have a prairie without fire. Many
seem to think that fire is a magic word and
you have only to burn an area and, presto!
you have a prairie., I will agree that fire
is an important tool in maintaining prairies
but my experience is that fire alone will not
do the job.

Fire seems particularly ineffective in
controlling sumac and oaks -- two of our
greatest problems in the Garden. Consequently
I have come to my latest experiment. 1 am now
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On behalf of the CURATOR, this is to
thank the many 1st, 2nd, and 3rd graders who,
following their visits to the Garden the past
few seasons, sent such charming and often il-
lustrated letters of appreciation to "Dear
Mr. Avery."

It is not possible for him to answer each
one, tho he wishes he could. The common
thread among the letters was that the children
"had fun,'". and."found it . 1nterest1ng.ﬂ Just a
few comments, frcm.among dozens. i llked the

white fYowers on the tree:"-"I. 1iked the
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using a tree killer designed for for-
esters to kill weed trees. In a tree
you chop through the bark to penetrate
the cambium in a number of places and
introduce the plant poison. (It is
not a hormone like 2-4-D or 2-4-5-T
but a poison like arsenic.) I have
adopted it to kill brush by breaking
a branch off and sponging the break
with the poison. I must say that

the immediate result locks awful,

but if it works (as it seems to be
doing) -=-- well, wait until next
year!

Kenneth E. Avery, Curator
Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden
and Bird Sanctuary
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chipmunks. They are funny." The

two things I liked the best was when
I smelled the things you let us smell
and watched the animals." "I had so
much fun with you. It was very in=-
teresting learning all about flowers
and what kinds. It was not too fun
smelling things. (skunk cabbage?)

We went to the Walker Art Center but
it was . not nice at o LT
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PRESIDENT PONDERS AUTUMN AT THE GARDEN, AND REPORTS ON SUMMER AND FALL ACTIVITIES

"Nature these days is like a great building emptying itself of its inhabitants.
First the light-o'works hurry home, leaving the industrious folks to wind up their
affairs. Yet at last they too put out the lights, lock the doors and go home.

Juncos and chickadees...arrive in the great building with an air of modest importance.

Night has descended upon the year."

If you haven't been oul to the Gar-
den recently, why don't you make the effort
beicre Ken Avery, Sam Baker and all those
who served as hosts and hostesses during
this season lock the dcors and go home.
Mention of these people who have most
recently served in the Garden brings to
nind those who in other years labored to
nrotect and enhance this truly precious
bit of earth.

Martha Crone was one of these, and
to these of you who may not have seen her
recently let me say that her eyes have the
same sparkle as she talks about her years,
first with Miss Butler, later alone, in
the Garden.

We talked and reminisced for the
better part of twe days this past summer
as I sawed and split a good share of a
nuge red oak that had to be taken down
at her home.

From An Almanac for Moderns
By Donald Culrcss Feattie

Turning to business matters:
The Board met twice this summer. Two
important projects were approved and the
expenditure of money involved was au-
thorized. Lights have been installed in
two display cases in the Shelter at a
total cost of $361.15. We have also
called in a heating firm to advise us
on getting greater efficiency from the
fireplace. At the same time some form
of supplemental heating will be pro-
vided. Six hundred dollars was approved
for this. Ken Avery has alsc been
authorized to purchase a chain saw.

Bob Dassett
President of FRIENDS

An added note of appreciation to
Hoffmann's, who donated the cost of all
material to deo the lighting job, normal
overhead on a staff of electricians,
plus profit on fixtures.

RID,dJr.
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A FATTHFUL BUT TOC SMALL A BAND OF VOLUNTEER HOSTS AND HOSTESSES SERVE US ALL

Dr. Grimes reports that, as of
Sept, 29, there have been no new volun-
teer llosts or Hostesses despite efforts
of her helpers, Mrs. Chadbourn and Mr.
Deweese, Two did not continue--mavbe
for travel plans? or other reason?

October, she says, is the prettiest
month in the Garden. Don't fail to come
because it's chilly in the Shelter -
ve're werking on the heating problem
right now. Those who have continued
Lo serve are:

Miss Flizabeth !bbott*

Mrs. Henry Anderson

Mrs. Donald E. Bridgman

Mrs. Charles H., Chadbourn

Ifrs, Clark Chamberlzin

Mr. and Mrs. Lynn Deweese, Jr.

Miss Bernice Dickscn

Mrs. Preston Haglin

Miss Catherine L. Hanitch

M{iss Constance Humphrey**

Miss Elsie Johnson accompanied by

her obrother Fred Johnson

Mrs. Henry HNorton

Mrs. Robert I'rice

Mr. and Mrs. we C. Quan

Miss Alberta Wilson
*Miss Abbott went to East Africa this
summer; will return Oct. 7. **Miss
Humphrey is at this moment in England;
is expected back Oct, 17. Dr. Grimes
herself took time from a busy life to
take the Garden Tour with the Minne-
sota Arboretum. They "looked at lots
of gardens in England and France."
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Anyone need a green file folder?

Send a card to the Secretary.
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WE WELCOME THESE NEW MEMBERS SINCE REPORT IN JULY GENTIAN

James E. Dudycha, Minneapolis

Dorothy E. Oleson, Minneapolis

Barbara W. Rames, Minneapolis

Esther Lou and Carl Sinclair,
Walla Walla, Wash.,

Lillian M. Vines, Minneapolis
Mr. and Mrs. Dale A. Anderson*
(Audrey)
Mr, and Mrs, Don C. Seaberg*
(Jeanette)
Evelyn T. Stanley

e cannct resist reporting that, while we shall miss Dr. John A. Seaberg,
ol Feguot Lakes, Minn., a member since 1952, who asked now tc withdraw his
membership, he at the same time sent in memberships for his daughter and son
and their spouses. As we wrote him, "If every retiring member of the society
replaced his membership, we would indeed be a lucky grouplses."

We also sadly report the death on July 13 of a fairly new member,
Mrs. Sprague Townsend, of 510 Groveland, Minneapolis.
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ARTISTIC WILD FLOWER GARDENER ALSO A
PROFESSIONAL WRITER

Because her signature and address
were so beautifully written-printed (if
vou kKnow what I mean) when she renewed
membership in the "Friends," we wrote

and asked if she were by chance an artist
---maybe we would have a nature sketch from

her scme time, Trying to condense her
reply we'll tell you that, as a young
person and thru college, she thought
she might be an artist. But she was a
teacher of 1st and 2nd graders for 43
vears - vlus Spanish teaching - and her
pupils always excelled in art; many were
in exhibits and magazines, In 1970-71
she was President of the Mpls., Writers
Workshop.

"We live in Model City..My husband
bought this home in 1919 when it was a
'nice' neighborhood...Now, oh my! Some
homes are well-kept. EBut in my small
backyard there is a wild flower garden
of sorts because 2/3 of the yard is a
carport.

"In the garden there are jack-in-
the-pulpits, wild blue phlox, black-eyed
Susans, evening nightshade, kiss-me-over
the-garden-gate (otherwise love-lies-
bleeding), Asiatic day-flower, evening
orimrose, monk's-hood, lots of milkweed
(and do we have monarchs); buttercups
(the real ones), blue-bells, ox-eye

A NEW MEXICO "FRIZND" WANTS TO REMAIN SC

When we noted a new permanent address
for Miss Faun Homman in New Mexico, we
thanked her for her check and at the
same time asked her if she now wished
to remain on our active list, as we
would be compiling a new Roster this
winter. Her reply, in part:

"Last December I moved from 2745
Lincoln St, N.E., Mpls, to the above
address. I was going to the Garden on
Fridays for a few weeks and I enjoyed
it immensely. I miss that lovely spot
in Minneapolis.

"Here the desert is beautiful too in
a very different way. The creosote,
mesquite and bird of paradise bushes
are lovely too. There are many birds,
lizards that scamper around the yard,
rattlers too, once in a while, and

oodles of insects...The people are so
friendly, some afflicted with manana
but nevertheless they are polite and
trusting. I like it here and feel very
secure in this small town four miles
from the border." Then she answered,

"Yes, you may keep me on the active
list. I want to contribute each year."

Thank you, Miss Faun Homman.
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WILD-FLCWER KNCW-HO'T
For gardeners concerned with oreserv-

ing and growing America's endangered native

daisies, viglets, day-lilies, lichness, wild-flower specles, the Brocklyn Botanic
wopd,anemgples, lily-of-ﬁhe-valley, Garden has a revised 97-page handbook on the
clinquefoil - and dandelions. subject featuring numerous illustrations and

"Yes, my school children studied articles by 23 leading authorities from
wild flowers with me for years and every geographical region in the country.

vears and years,® Best plants for particular regions, how t
-Winifred Haeussler (Mrs. Theo C.) ) (c%nt'd’p. J) :
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propagate them, cultural pointers and
wildflower pests are among the subjects
covered, as well as mail corder sources
for plants a list of wildflower pre-
serves open to the public, and an index.
The handbook, Jardening with Wild-
Flovers, is available for %1,50 postpaid
from the Brooklvn Botanic Garden,
Brooklyn, N, Y. 11225,

k sk % e %k o3k o sk ok ok ok ok F ok ¥ Kk X

HCW TC ENJOY YQUR WEEDS

Perhavs an issue of the GENTIAN in
which our Curator tells howu combat-
ing some persistent "weed trees' with
voison is not the best issue for telling
members How to Enjoy Your Weeds, a paper-
back by Audrey .jynne Hatfield (Collier
Books, N.Y.). But here is a most enjoy-
able little volume, "“skillfully illus-
trated” that opens with a short chapter
on cur heritage of weeds, the ancient
use of "weeds" in herbal medicine, for
example, and also for food.

It continues with "Weeds Lend a Help-
ing Hand"--as an example, how foxgloves
enceurage neighboring plants while
stimulating their growth and endurance..
Indoors, their bloom-spires help to pre-
serve cther cut flowers...hasturtiums
are another gardener's ally. The pun-
gent essence they secrcte is obnoxious
to such plant pests as aphis and white
flry, and the excretion from their roots
into the surrounding soil not only scares
root-Jice but furthermore is taken up
by cther plants so that they too are
_ess attractive to pests...’

Hear the end of this little book is
a fascinating chapter on the histcry of
wild carrot, Queen Anne's Lacej and even
concludes with a recipe for Carrot
“Thiskev! There's much in between!
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This Earth-

with its great green trees =

its infinite life ==
and boundliess beauty ===

2

the only earth there'll ever b€esee..

These waters
of deep svrings
of rivers and lakes ==
drops of dew ==
and clouds above
all the water there has ever been ===
all===there will ever bCisse.

———

The air all around
that everything must breathe ===
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Love its waters

And earth will remail
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WILDFLUWERS AND WEEDS

-4 Guide in Full Color
is the title of a perfectly beautiful
beook.Written by Booth Courtenay and
James H. Zimmerman, published by Van
Nostrand Eeinhold, we cannot do better
than quote from the jacket, in hopes of
stimulating your interest to borrow or
acquire the book.

"An ideal field guide for all
nature enthusiasts, this book nresents
a unique approach to identifying the
vast array of wild plant 1ife in cur
environment. The reader is aided not
only by color photographs and other
visual clues to identification but
also by ecological ones telling why a
plant is found in its particular habi=-
tat. Because it is important to under-
stand plant neighbors in relation to
each other, the "weeds" so often seén
along with wildflowers, but so rarely
shown in general nature books, are
included here....

"The geograrhical area covered by
this book is the Great Lakes region of
the United States and Canada, an area
where four great plant provinces flow
together and produce a rich diversity
of flora. The plants appearing in the
ecological environments of this region
will alsc be found in similar habitats
outside the regione...."

This is truly a beautiful and a
uniquely useful guide book.
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Love this eart
love it as much as life itself ==

earth from which all 1life has come=
earth to which all life returns...

and keep them clea
water on which all life dependS.ess.
Love clear air
care enough to keep it clear
clear enough to see the stars====

beyond. time ecesssssse

oted wi nissi o ;
ot e Quoted with permission from Gwen Frostic

{orever and ever.....

(With my thanks to the contributors to this j
955 1, this issue.)



