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YOUR ANNUAL MEETING WILL BE HELD THE THIRD SATURDAY IN MAY

business.

Saturday, May 17, at 10 A.M. marks the date and time for the
Annual Meeting of the Friends of the WildFlower Garden, Inc.
We will meet in the Martha Crone Shelter.
reports from your officers, nominations and election of members
of the Board of Directors; and a call for transaction of any new
Since voting at annual meetings is one of the stated
privileges of membership, we hope to see many, many of you there,
Besides, we need in-put from you all,
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The agenda will include
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PRESIDENT REPORTS REHABILITATION OF GARDEN ENTRANCE TQ COMMENCE

THIS SUMMER

The mills of the gods grind slowly
but exceeding fine. And so, after almost
endless talk, letters, and meetings going
back to the summer of 1972, we have come

to a meeting of minds regarding the rehabil-

itation of the entrance area to the Wild
Flower Garden.
started after the big spring rush to the
Garden is over, includes a new ornamental
gate, bulletin boards, finishing off the

area between the garden entrance, and other

details. A rail will also be installed

along the existing steps down the slope to

the Garden.

The project, which will be

The Board of the Friends has made
a gift of $2000 which has been accepted
by the Park and Recreation Board and
which will pay for a good percentage
of the total cost of the work.

The Board voted in January to
consider such a gift as our contribu-
tion teo the Bi-Centennial Celebration,
and so stated in our letter to the Park
Board. Thus your memberships dues and
other contributions continue to bear
fruit as they have done for twenty-
three years., Our formal relationship
with the Minneapolis Park and Recreation
Board began on June 9, 1952.

Will we see you at the Annual Meeting on Saturday, May 17th?

Bob Dassett, President
Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc.
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CURATOR SEES SOME BENEFICENT BUT NOT-PRETTY SURGERY GOING ON NOW IN THE GARDEN

It may seem a little strange but as I three trees inside the fence and a
write this (on March 17, with one and a half number of them in the rest of our area.
feet of snow on the ground), there is a great They have cut a road from the picnic
deal of activity going on around the Wild ground up the pipeline to the path that
Flower Garden. First, there is a crew with goes from the spring to the Garden.
trucks, front-end loaders, and other equip— They are removing the trees that died

.:?qn%ﬁ%m ﬁsw behlnd‘the Ggrden. Yoq .\ from the disease and are snaking them

,E out with a steel cable. It will leave

some scars but it is one of those
(cont'd)
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(cont'd from p. 1)
things that must be done; and since we
are interested in nature rather than in
an idealization of nature, these dis-
ruptions give us an opportunity to ob-
serve nature as she reacts and repairs
some of man's transgressions.

Another thing that is happening is
that the Great Horned Owl is busy having
a family again., This may seem like a
strange time to be sitting on a clutch of
eggs but it is the time that the Great
Horned Owl picks. I would think it would
be a little uncomfortable, and I must say
when I saw her half covered with snow she
didn't have a terribly happy expression
on her face; but she has no one to blame
but herself. This is the third year in a
row that we have been aware of the owl
nesting in the area. I have no way of
knowing if one nested there for the last
20 years, but since we have found it for
the last three years and never did before,
I wonder if during those high D.D.T. years
they did manage to nest or if we simply
managed to miss it. You know that the
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POET NEW TQ OUR PAGES GRACIOUSLY PFRMITS
PRINTING SOME OF HIS POEMS IN "THE GENTIAN"

APRIL 1975

eagles have been having better nesting
success these last few years since the
D.D.T. has become less prevalent in the
environment.

The third happening -- or non-happen=-
ing--is a condition or a potential happen-
ing: waiting for spring to arrive. To
explain it is to explain those flags which
you may have noticed in driving by our
snowed-in-drives. They go from the south
end along the pipeline, along the lake,
across the lake, across the drive, and
through the swamp on the pipeline to the
picnic grounds. That is where an asphalt
path will go. There will be two paths --
one for bicycles which will go along the
road dodging the new street lights, and a
foot path, which is the one that will go
by the lake and through the swamp. It is
supposed to happen next spring and I hope
it does.

Kenneth E. Avery, Curator
Eloise Butler Wildflower
Garden and Bird Sanctuary, Wirth Park

AND THEN HERE'S AN OLD BELOVED POET'S
THOUGHTS ON

MINNESOTA'S ODE TO SPRING

The impatient crocus defies the snow,

And the gold of mushroom grace the slope
Near the stream that awakens the lake
From its deep winter sleep. A drake
Mallard courts mate in deep woodland pcol.
Dutchman's Breeches, forest jewel,

Bud opal above woods violets,

Mauve and white. As hare at twilight
Noses Skunk Cabbage in hidden bog,
Blurred by the chintz of beginning fog.

A NEW CARPET

After the April fog and rain,

The white pines weep crystalline tears.
Suspended at the end of each green needle,
Prism drops reveal rainbows ...

Fall on the last patches of Spring snow
Covered with shedded rusty needles

That will knit a new carpet

For forest floor.

-=Thomas J. Sullivan

THE WAKING YEAR

A lady red upon the hill
Her annual secret keeps:;

A lady white within the field
In placid 1lily sleeps!

The tidy breezes with their brooms
Sweep vale, and hill, and tree!
Prithee, my pretty housewives!
Who may expected be?

The neighbors do not yet suspect!
The woods exchange a smile,-=-

Orchard, and buttercup, and bird,
In such a little while!

And yet how still the landscape stands,
How nonchalant the wood,

As if the resurrection
Were nothing very odd!

-=FEmily Dickinson
(1830-1886)

member of: Minneapclis Writer's Workshop, Inc.

Mid-West Chaparral Poets
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BEAUTIFUL BOCKS RECEIVED FOR MEMORIAL

The gift of a three-volume set of
Illustrated Flora of Northern United
States and Cznada, by Britton and Brown,
to the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden
by "The Dirt Diggers Garden Club of
Wayzata"™ was made this past winter. It
was a gift in memory of Frances Curtis
Brackett. Ve acknowledged the gift, of
course, to the Club, but alsoc expressed
our appreciation to Mrs. Brackett's son,
Mr. David C. Brackett. We have not had
opportunity yet to see the books, but
Mr. Avery, our Curator, was very much
excited about receiving them. They will
be something "special" to look at when
you next visit the Garden and stop in
the Shelter.

= = = = = = = — = = = = =

AN OLD FRIEND VISITS MARTHA CRONE ON
HER BIRTHDAY

To gquote partially from a letter:-
"With a robin, blue jay and cardinal in
my yard on the first day of Spring, it
is natural to think of our dear Martha
Crone. I called on Martha on her birth-
day and had a lovely visit. How wonder-
ful Martha was all those years, so
pleasant -- giving a happy spirit with

her useful information. Her helpful hints

must be remembered by so many people..."

(Mrs.) Olga King
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A PERUSAL OF THE NEW MEMBERSHIF*ROSTER

will reveal some pleasant things to

contemplate, such as the large number T~

of Garden Clubs in this region (and
even one in Iowa) which continue their

support to the Friends of the Wild Flowem
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QUOTING A LANGHORNE, PENNSYLVANIA,
VISITOR'S CHRISTMAS NOTE TO MR. AVERY

“Thank you again for the beautiful
day I spent in the Wild Flower Garden.
Please let the kind people who had volun-
teered to keep shop know how much I
appreciate their interest and the warm
welcome they extended not only to me but
to all the individuals and groups who
dropped by that day.

"It gives one a warm feeling to
know that such a spot exists and that
it is lovingly tended and used.”

Sincerely,
Eloise M. Riggs

Muriel Avery added this to her
note of transmittal to your editor:
“Eloise Butler was her mother's favorite
cousin, and this Eloise was named after
Miss Butler."

A FAMILIAR-SOUNDING PLEA? IT'S TRUE!

With the Shelter due to open April
14th, Dr. Grimes is sounding an urgent
invitation to members to volunteer for
an afternoon (12:30--3:30) or a morning
(9:30=-12:30). It is the first-named,
afternoons, in which her Volunteers'
list is leanest.

As you know, a few hours spent in
the Shelter, in the Garden, provides a
pleasant pause in anyone's hurried life.
It is a beautiful spot to muse in, to
listen to the birds' songs, to knit or
read between ‘phone calls. It can even
be fun to see how good a detective you

- can be in answering a visitor's question
§}7(if he can't wait for Mr. Avery) by look-

ing in some of the beautiful books out

Garden. It is, we feel sure, the fruit “ = there. If you can serve as a Volunteer

of good and hard work of officers and

on any time-basis whatever, do call

members in past years to interest these 8 <= Dr. Marian Grimes, 377-0583.

club members, and also proof of their SL::

continuing loyalty to our small band of —g

conservationists.
w
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Your Editor has not intentionally
omitted the name of anyone who was cur-
rently a member, or who responded that

]
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If you find errors in any way, or if you
prefer your name to be entered otherwise

than as now printed, please do ca%% (922-8607)

or send a p.C. Thank you. -
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NO NEW MEMBERS TO REPORT AT THIS TIME,
but in the back of the Roster is space

o for you to jot down the name and address

of new members to be noted in the

hf_GENTIAN in the coming two years.
they expected to renew membership in 1975. ©

Anyone like a GENTIAN file folder?
Call 922-8607 and one will be
dispatched in the next mail.
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THERE IS MORE THAN ONE WAY TO ENJOY THE BEAUTY OF WILD FLOWERS: WITNESS BELOW

We owe our first awareness of the He says that his hobby is: neither new
work of Dr, Albert G. Richards to the nor original - he has simply refined the
Mpls. Tribune, A feature article with techniques used by others in the past; that
some of his X-ray photographs of flowers radiographs of flowers have been produced
appeared a few years ago (or many?) in with varying degrees of success ever since
the Sunday PICTURE MAGAZINE. Prof. Roentgen discovered : )

We saved the flower X-ray; came the X-ray in 1895. kfii;ﬁﬁkﬂgziziﬁzf
across it this winter; wrote to him at There is far more to

‘Jack’ than normally
meets the eye.

the Univ. of Mich. hoping he was still
there (or could be located thru them).
Yes, he was still there: now Professor,
Department of Cral Diagnosis and Radiologv.

™

BELOW: Columbine
(Aguilegia). The smalldi-
ameter of the spurs pro-
tects the treasure of nec-
tar from the honey bee,
but the long tongue of the
hummingbird permits it
to sample the treasure.

ABOVE: Trilliom
(Tvillium grandiflovum).
Its beauty lies in its
graceful simplicity.

He gave us permission to
reproduce these X-ray photo-
graphs from The Michigan
Botanist, Jan. 1963 issue, pub.
by the Michigan Botanical Club.
Floral radiography is Dr.
Richards' hobby; and his work
has appeared in such media as
the National Geographic School
Bulletin, Science & Technology
Yearbook; in such places as the
Cleveland Museum of Art and the
Hunt Botanical Library, Carnegie
Tech -- too numerous for the

space left here.
My thanks to all the contribu-
tors to this issue. MHD, Ed.




