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CURATOR NOTES LATE BLOCMING DATES FOR QUR STATE FLOWER

I am writing this in the office on Sunday, June 15th, and
the State Flower is just beginning to bloom. It is one of the
latest opening dates in the last fifteen years that I have kept
records. The latest day for their opening was last year when
they didn't bloom until June 18th; and the next latest date was
June 15 in 1967. All other years they have opened earlier than
this.

For the last two weeks (since we received that spread in
the Sunday Tribune's Picture magazine) people have been asking
when the State Flower would bloom. I have been assuring them
that they would be blooming by the middle of June, but almost
no one is here today. This seems strange, doesn't it? I certainly didn't

expect it when I left home this morning. But as I approached the Garden I
saw that the road was barricaded and I learned that they are having an all-
day closed-circuit bicycle race up our road, through our parking lot, down
the hill to the spring, and back around Bird Pond on the Parkway, to do it
all over again, and again, etc. Anyone who wishes to come here today must
park out by Highway 12 or over at the picnic grounds and walk., A surprising
number of people are doing it but we are now crowded. This would be a good
day for someone who enjoys nature, but not people, to come!

Sometime in the past I mentioned the paths that they are putting
through the area. They have been working on them for the past couple of weeks --
bulldozing, dumping truckloads of gravel and spreading it, etc. I understand
that they will end up by blacktopping them.

Oh yes, the spring is still running!

P.S. At 3:45 the cyclists vacated our parking lot and we have had a full
house since then.

Kemneth E. Avery Curator
Eloise Butler Wildflower

and Bird Sanctuary, Wirth Park
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ALERT! PLEASE READ - EVERYBODY

At a June 20 Board of Directors meet- If there is any change in your
ing, it was decided to issue another Roster entry in the 1974-75 Roster of Mem-
as soon as possible (Aug,? Sept.?)to reflect bership, please do let Mrs, Ray Beim
the current names of Officers and Directors or Marie Davidson know as soon as
and in other ways to bring it up to date possible, by a *phone call, post card,
since it was compiled last February for or note. This will really be
printing in March. appreciated.
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ANNUAL MEETING HAS A BEAUTIFUL 17th MAY DAY, 1975, AT MARTHA E. CRONE SHELTER

In Mr. Dassett's absence, our 1st
Vice-President, Mrs. R. N. Beim, presided.
Mr. Dassett's SUMMATION was read by her,
and it seems appropriate to quote it here:

1321 W, Minnehaha Pkwy.
Minneapolis May 17, 1975

"I've stated many times that while I
know business matters such as construc-
tion of buildings, fences, bulletin boards,
protective devices and so forth are all
part of the complete picture, still my
main interest has been and always will be
in the living garden and that host of
peocple who have been associated with it
as visitors or workers, and those who now
visit, and work in or for it.

“As members of the Friends of the
Wild Flower Garden whatever any of us
has done, I consider as a labor of love,
This labor starts with Eloise Butler and
continues with Martha Crone, Clinton Odell,
Ken Avery and Sam Baker. Were I to try
to list other names I would put myself
to the risk of forgetting someone, Those
who listen to or read this report can
add to the list. It will be a long one.

"1974-75 has been a busy year for
us as an organization. We've given in
the neighborhood of $3,000.00 to the Park
and Recreation Board.

1. $2,000.00 to help with the rehabil-
itation of the entrance area to the
Garden. Dozens of hours have been
spent with Park Board people starting
as early as 1972 to come to an agree-
ment upon the style and scope of the
work.

2. installation of lighting for
the display cases of the Shelter

3. installation of fireplace doors
for increased heating efficiency

k. replacing stolen tape deck

5. repairs on projector

6. purchase of chain saw for clean-
up work. A lot of leg-work and

thought went into most of these
projects.

Finally, I want to thank perscnaily:

Cay Faragher for passing on ideas,
and for nudging me into action from
time to time. She was a hard act to follow.

Esther Rosenbloom for serving as our
Observer at Park Board meetings;

Mildred Olson and Marie Davidson for
keeping the records, and turning out
our FRINGED GENTIAN;

Dr. Marian Grimes for getting out the
troops to help at the Shelter; thanks
to the troops themselves;

Moana Beim for acting as straw boss
for the fireplace doors, and for her
exhaustive investigation of various
protective devices for the Garden and
Shelter;

Bruce and Jane Hooper for accomplish-
ing the marking of all items in the
Shelter with the tool and code number
furnished by the Minneapolis Police
Department, which provided, in addition,
warning decals for door and windows;

And lastly my thanks to all the
Board members, past and present, who
have shared in our labor of love."

S/ Bob Dassett

The meeting continued then, with
Miss Marie Davidson's reporting on the
main, regularly-recurring duties of her
office of Secretary-Treasurer; then
summarized caring for some unexpected
needs which arose during the year.

Meetings of the Board of Directors
had been recorded July 29, and Sept. 19,
1974, and Jan, 20, 1975.

She reported a fluctuating member-
ship total which now included 16 so-
called "lapsed members" who had re-
activated their memberships.

She is holding intact $2,000 of
the Treasury's funds to be paid when
the time comes to make our promised
Bi-Centennial Celebration Gift payment.

Mr, Kenneth Avery, Curator, report-
ed a good year as far as no thievery
from buildings was concerned, but mourned
the loss of more trees from Dutch elm
disease; and vandalism with some of our
most precious additions to the Garden -
the Ram's-head Lady's slippers and some
Maiden Hair ferns.
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Dr. Marian Grimes reported a fine
list of Volunteers for the season, and
remarked that the warming effects of
the new fireplace doors were appreci=
ated by all.

Mrs. Esther Rosenbloom felt she was
in even better position this year than
last, as Observer, to relay our needs to
the Park Board at their open meetings.
She has found them cooperative and
informative.

Although Mrs. Beim's report on her
investigation of alarm systems for the
Shelter had become a part of a
Directors' meeting, it had not been
made public, and she was requested to
read it. She asked for ideas from
the group.

Report of the Nominating Committee
was presented by the Chairman, Mrs.
Preston S. Haglin, other members being
Mrs. Donald E. Bridgman and Mrs. Kenneth
E. Avery. Mr. Tusler had sent his
resignation from the Board, and in his
place Mr. Walter Lehnert had been elec-
ted at the January meeting. The slate
for Board of Directors as printed in
the 1974-75 Roster, with the above
change, then, was presented and
accepted.

Mr. Dassett had written Mrs. Haglin
that "should there be any inclination
to present my name for ancther term as
President, I would request that it be
withdrawn from consideration because a
particularly busy year looms ahead for
me both at home and at the College.’

She reported that, fortunately, he
will continue to serve on the Board.

The slate of officers was then pre-

sented:
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President Mrs. Raymond N. Beim
1st Viece-Iresident Mr, Alexander Dean
2nd Vice-President Mr, R. Bruce Hooper
Secretary-Treas. Miss Marie H.Davidson

Upon motion, seconded, it was approved.

The meeting of the twenty-five members
rresent was then adjourned, some of them
to explore the Garden on this perfect day;
others to return to the Board of Directors
meeting which followed. Mr, and Mrs. Avery
again graciously were host and hostess

for refreshments.
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LETTER TO A VALUED FRIEND OF THE GARDEN
May 26, 1975
"Dear Bob:

"You were greatly missed at the an-
nual meeting of the '"Friends.” What a
shame that Macalester planned their gradua-
tion for that week-end!

"Your report was read and the accom=-
plishments of the past year duly noted.
Your tributes, toco - to all volunteers
and workers were appreciated by all present.

Tt gave us all great regret to re-
ceive your letter of resignation. It will
take me many months, I am sure, to begin
to appreciate all that you have done for
t his organization. But for now, on be-
half of the Board and all volunteers and
"Friends of the Wild Flower Garden,? I
want to extend our hearty thanks to you
for your years of service as president
of this very unique group. Your many
hours of labor on the Garden's behalf
was, we know, a real labor of love, and
of unselfish service as well. And I deep-
ly hope that I can follow along success-
fully in your well-worn shoes!

"“With every good wish to you from us al.
"Most sincerely,

S/ Moana Beim, President
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THE BLACKBIRD

The nightingale has a lyre of gold
The lark's a clarion call

And the blackbird plays but a box-wood flute,

But I love him best of all

For his song is all of the joy of life,
And we in the mad, spring weather,
We too have listened till he sang

Our hearts and lips together.
--William Ernest Henley, 1849-1903
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WE WELCOME MANY NEW MEMBERS TO THE "FRIENDS" SINCE REPORT IN LAST QCTOBER GENTIAN
Mr. and Mrs. Cuyler ADAMS 926-013% Mrs, Ralph A. EILER L71-8805

4618 Edgebrook Pl, Edina, 55424

Dr. and Mrs, Stuart Lane AREY 926-7100
4801 E. Lake Harriet Blvd., 55409

Mr. R. N. BEIM 922-4535
5521 Woodcrest Dr., Edina, 55424

Mro and Mrs. ‘I'&uo H. BEIM 922"9450
4513 Edina Blvd., Edina, 55424
Mr. and Mrs. James P, BLAUL 922-9526

4800 Golf Terrace, Edina, 55424

Mrs. Lawrence BRYNGELSON 922-6856
4823 Thomas Ave. So., 55410
Mrs. J. P. COLEMAN, Jr. 922-8608

4703 Townes Rd., Edina, 55424
REGISTER A COUPLE OF CHANGES IN NAME:
From Mrs. Margaret G. Gripp,
To Mr, and Mrs. Edison KNAUSS
LO42 Xerxes Ave. So., 55410
From Mrs. John Haldeman,
to Ms, JILL B, HALDEMAN 377=-3456
2437 Aldrich Ave. So0., 55405

WITH APFRECIATION, WE LIST THE 1975
VOLUNTEERS

Abbott, Miss Elizabeth

43 Croveland Terrace, 55403
Anderson, Mr. and Mrs, Edmund W.

305 E, Diamond lake Rd., 55419
Anderson, Mrs. Henry

5605 So. Chowen’ 55""10
Bridgman, Mrs. Donald E.

4306 Grimes Ave. So., 55424
Chadbourn, Mr. and Mrs. Charles H.

1922 W. 49th St., 55409
Chamberlain, Mrs. Clark

3852 So. Garfield, 55409
Chesnik, Miss Pamela

3346 Ivy Lane, 55416
Deweese, Mr, and Mrs, O, L., Jr.

2001 So, Bryant Ave., 55405
Dickson, Miss Bernice

4572 So. Cedar Lake Rd., 55416
Gresser, Mrs. Jerome

8850 Goodrich Ave., Apt. 303

Bloomington, Mn., 55437
Haglin, Mrs, Preston S.

5042 So. Queen Ave., 55410
Hanitch, Miss Catherine

615 Minnetonka Mills Rd.,Hopkins,55343
Hardacker, Mrs. William H,

1801 Melrose Ave.,Hopkins,55343
Holten,Mrs. Clarence O.

1917 Kenwood Pkwy., 55405
Humphrey, Miss Constance

410 Qak Grove St., 55403
Johnson, Miss Elsie and Mr, Fred

3700 Cedar Lake Ave,, 55416
Lo.f;.gg, gisa E(;Jelia

. Emerson Ave. 0

Miller,, H!'B. Lee ’ 55# 3

4701 W. 64th St., 55435

926-0507

2605 Kelly Ave., Navarre Sta,
Wayzata, Mn., 55392

Mrs. C. A, KUNTZ 922-0260
5437 Wooderest Dr., Edina, 55424

Mrs. James W, KEELER 926-7981
5012 Queen Ave. So., 55410
Mr., and Mrs. Ward B. LEWIS  935-7170

. 6501 Biscayne Blvd., Edina, 55436

Mrs. Wilhelm C, PREUS 377-0k44
1716 Mt. Curve Ave., 55403

Miss Marjorie E., SETTERHOLM 776-6355
1028 E. Hawthorne Ave.
St. Paul, Mn., 55106

Mrs. S. S. THORPE 922-8128
5517 Woodcrest Dr., Edina, 55424

WE PAUSE TO REFLECT ON THE LI

0
LONG-TIME MFMBERS OF '"THE FRIENDS"
Miss Agnes ELSTAD, most recently of

Ebenezer Towers. Member since 1952. -
Died suddenly March 4.

Miss Pauline CURRAN, 1234 W. Minnehaha
Pkwy. Member since 1970 and some-time
Volunteer. Died suddenly April 11.

WE_EXTEND OUR _SYMPATHY TO A LO
MEMBER IN THE LOSS OF HER SISTER

Mrs. Anna Jones MARIETTE, sister of

Mrs. Philip DUFF, who has been a meme

ber since 1953, died June 2, 1975.
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VOLUNTEERS - continued

Lyman, Mrs. Genevieve
3714 W. 22nd St., 55416

McCarthy, Miss Elizabeth
2001 So. Bryant, 55405

Miller, Mr. and Mrs. Don
3416 Edmund Blvd., 55406

Nicholls, Mrs., H. S.

140 Prospect Blvd., St. Panl, 55107

Norton, Mrs. Henry W,

Rte. 1, Box 596, Excelsior, Mn., 55331

Olson, Mrs. G. Laurent
1116 So. Washburn Ave., 55405

Olson, Mrs. Mildred B.

4521 So, Aldrich Ave,, 55“'09

Price, Mrs. Robert
350 Margaret Circle, Wayzata, 55391

Quam, Mr. and Mrs. W. S.

6045 So. Logan Ave., 55419
Randall, Mrs. C. P.
5612 So. Chowen, 55410
Stan-lW, Mrs. George At
215 Jana.;Lhyn c':']chle. 55416
Stenberg, Miss Joan
458l Cedar Lake RA3Q* 55416
Van Lander, Mrs. Oscar
3811 Glendale Terrace, 55410
Our thanks are extended to Mrs.J.Richard
Stutsman, Volunteer for years '71-'73.
She regrets she is not able to continue.
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AN OFFER TO WRITE SOMETHING FOR THE GENTIAN ON "PROPAGATION" IS TAKEN UP: HERE IT IS!

Growing wild flowers is a lot of fun
and you can add much to the natural beauty
of your home. You can actually create a
little wilderness in your own back yard!
There are many beautiful wild flowers,
both for sun and for shade, that are
quite easy toc grow., I've listed below a
few ideas which you may find helpful,
either as a beginner or old-time wild
flower gardener:

1. A mulch is essential for most wild
flowers. I've found lawn clippings and
decaying leaves to be the best.

2. The Lady's-Slippers require woods
soil containing mycorrhizal fungus. This
common fungus looks like white thread
and can be found under rotting logs and
attached to the roots of forest plants.

3. The Bird's-Foot Violet grows best
in full sun in sandy, dry, infertile
soil. (The bi-color variety is
beautiful, )

4, All Trillium rhizomes like a bit
of sand at their base when planted.

5. Don't forget to mix sharp sand 4in-
to your soil for both shade and sun
flowers. Very few plants can live
without good drainage!

6. Ash, elm and maple trees with their
many surface feeding roots are poor
chwices to include in your wild garden
area.

7. Include medium to large rocks in
your garden. They give your plants
added moisture and help keep their
roots cool, '

8. The best way to lower the soil Ph
for many of our woodland plants is to
add a mixture of damp, acid peat moss
and rotted oak leaves. Aluminum sulifate
is also effective but use it in very
small gquantities and don't get any on
the leaves of your plants.

9. Most all shade-loving wild flowers
like a lot of organic matter in their
soil. Add large quantities of damp peat
moss, compost and leaf mold.

10,  Marsh marigecld is a beautiful and
easy wild flower for your sun garden.
Just add extra rmlch and peat moss to
the soil.

11. Cover all of your wild plants with
3-4 inches of leaves in the late fall for
natural winter protection. Remove 1-3 to
2 inches in early spring and leave the
remainder as a mulch.

12. The best all-round way (and the
most fun) to assure the best growing con-
ditions for your plants is to learn as
much as you can about their natural
growing environment and then duplicate

it as closely as possible.

By the way, the best book I've found on
growing wild flowers is "Growing Wild-
flowers,™ by Marie Sperka, of "Woodland
Acres,® Wis. (A grand lady!)
Sincerely,
S/ John Murtfeldt, Owner
"Tamarack Hill Wild Flower Mursery"
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While Linda Murtfeldt joins with
her husband in selling their plants even-
ings and week-ends, she, too, has another
job. She is ISIS (International Species
Inventory System) Manager, has a B.A. in
Biology, has taught junior high biology
and is presently working on her masters
degree in ecology and behavior at the
University of Minnesota. She became
interested in zoo work through participa-
tion as a volunteer with the Minnesota
Zoological Society, serving as Editor of
the MZS newsletter and as a member of
that organization's Board of Directors.
-=Information from the NEWSLETTER of the
Minnesota Zoological Garden, April 1975.
* %k %k % %k % % * k >k % ¥ %k XK ¥ ¥ K k ¥ X

NOTICE OUR NEW GUEST BOOK FOR VISITORS

Dr. Marian Grimes has provided the
Shelter with another beautiful and large
bock for signatures and addresses of
visitors to the Garden. Similar bocks

have been her gifts also in past years.
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I thank the contributors to this
quarterly newsletter, issued near the

first of July, October, January and April,
with occasional variation, Normally it's
just 4 pp. But July has so much *business"
to report, I asked for 6 pp. this time.

ess MHD, Editor
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TO SOME, THE ROAD TO MOROCCO MEANS A MOVIE, BUT FOR THE CHADBOURNS IT'S FOR THE BIRDS

Having searched to no avail through
our many Minneapolis libraries and book-
stcres for a book on the birds of Morocco,
my husband and I, with no book, only bi-
noculars in hand (which to us is like
being only half dressed) left on April 22
for that North African country. The book
we did find with bird maps, etc., Jjust
edged on Morocco - ex-Spain, east and
central Africa. Could it be that there
are no birds in Morocco?

Our question was answered the minute
we stepped off the plane in a farmland-
located airport, miles outside Casablanca.
- The first to greet us dnd make us feel at
home was the House Sparrow - like ours,
but maybe a little thinner. Building
nests under the airport eaves were Swallows,
(like our Barn Swallow) and Martins., By
the way, it was Morocco's spring time, too,
but the temperature was in the mid-70's,
and that's not quite like our end-of-April
weather, right? At the hand-operated
water pump in the field by the airport
were many Little Egrets.

Breakfasting on our hotel bedroom
balcony in Marrakech overlooking a lush
garden which included range trees (we
were drinking their juice), palms, and
bougainvillea, we were joined at the
table by the House Sparrow and another
smaller rusty bird with gray head
(identified when home as a House Bunt-
ing). The croissant and hard roll crumbs
were good but they particularly liked
the fresh apricot jam.

Also in this garden and elsewhere
were the orange-yellow-billed Blackbird.
His variety of songs (noises) made us
feel as tho we were deep in the jungle!
The Common Bulbul (another identified,
at home)added his rich song to the love-
ly garden.

Traveling throughout the country by
car we saw a variety of Shrikes, sitting
on telephone wires; and Magpies, and pairs
of Goldfinch (theirs have bright red faces)
were everywhere. And of course the mighty
good omen, White Stork. We usually saw
them eating in the new grain fields, their
food being insects (grasshoppers) and small
rodents. Standing in their huge nests atop
chimneys, they looked gigantic and just

like the pictures you see., Chuck attempt-
ed to approach one near a stairway lead-
ing to a rooftop and the stork flung hig
long neck back over his body, then brought
it forward slowly, clacking his huge bill
menacingly all the while, We left the

. scene in a hurry, not wishing to feel

the bite of that bill.

Driving along the North Atlantic sea-
side, we were lucky enocugh to see two
Turnstones, a Curlew and an Oystercatch-
er standing amid a flock of Gulls.

Whenever we stopped in a town large
enough to have a bookstore, we again
tried to buy a Moroccan bird book. With
neither of us speaking Arabic or French,
and no English being spoken by 99-44/100ths
of the Moroccans, we had quite a time
explaining what kind of book we were
interested in. So, with me flapping my
arms and Chuck pointing to the sky, they'd
stare at our performance open-mouthed for
what seemed like quite a time and "then
came the dawn." But no book. Maybe
we'll retire there some day and write one.

The highlight of our Moroeccan bird-
watching came when we were driving the
very narrow, winding roads of the spec-
tacular High Atlas Mountains. Just be-
yond the Tisi-N-Test Pass (2,120 metres
high), sitting beside the narrow road
was the most beautiful, brilliant, big,
blue bird! We stopped in spite of the
narrowness of the road, but then he flew
and we saw his rusty wings. He's called
a Roller -- such a nondescript name!
Never have we seen such a shade of blue
as his, Sorry, dear Minnesota Bluebirds,
Blue Jays, and Indigo Buntings, but I'm
afraid he gets the blue ribbont

Continuing our drive, still discuss-
ing the beautiful bird we'd just seen,
there ahead perched on telephone wires
(the only sign of civilization around,
and that was good) were a flock of Bee-
Eaters. In the sunshine their flight
caused a mass of brilliant colors -
blue, rust, yellow, green. They're in
the Kingfisher family. They were dart-
ing off the wires after flying insects
or bees, thus the name.

What a drive! This was a bird-watch-
er's dream from which we did not wish to
awaken" ooooEVie Cha-dbom

(Mrs. Charles H., Jr.)



