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Over the swamp comes a long low call
the wind in the trees and the birds are free - - -
Part of my soul answers to that call - - - - - -
in my heart beats the rhythm

of the wind and the wings

and I am at one with lovliiness . « &« o o« & &
from A Place On Earth by Gwen Frostic

A bog.ss.is 2 marsh?....is a swamp®....1s a forest?

"What did you say a 'bog' was again?" I posed this question one
/  more time to Betty Bridgman. Two weeks earlier she'd taken a group
| of us on a "nature hike" and had pointed out this small piece of

L ﬁ greenery circled by water which she'd explained as the beginnings

¥ i of a bog. My curiosity thus aroused I'd set out to learn more about
bogs and found the subject fascinating, though difficult to find information on. But
before I get "bogged down" in telling you why and how, let me tell you what I learned.

When the great ice sheet that covered
most of Minnesota retreated 10,000 years
ago, it left many poorly drained lakes
and ponds strewn across the landscape.
These hbegan to evolve into freshwater
wetlands---swamps, marshes and bogs.

As plants grow and die back, over the
years they add layer after layer of de-
caying organic material until eventually
the open water has evolved into what is
loosely termed a "wetland'

Wetlands can be seperated into three
types, identifiable by their vegetation,
each of which represents a former pond
at a particular stage of death. If the
predominant vegetation consists of
grasses, sedges or rushes and there are .
no trees, the wetland is a marsh. If
there are trees and shrubs, it is a
swamp; and if the area is covered with a
thick layer of spongy sphagnum moss and
is filled with slow-flowing or stagnant
water, it is a bog. The process from
open water to dry land follows an order-
ly succession...ponds become marshes,
marshes become swamps, and swamps become
forests. And apart from them all,
following laws of its own, is the unique
and botanically rich sphagnum bog.

As you know the Garden has a bog and
Ken Avery, Curator, says that it would
be considered quite a mature bhog. He
sald that Purple Loosestrife tried to

take over many times and he remembers
when the bog was covered with Tammarac
trees. After talking to Ken, my daughter
and I took a walk through the Garden bog.
We found the path edged with the dainty
little blue Forget-me-nots. The tall
Bee-balm plant was in bloom and out in
the water were the Large Palm Lilies,

In bogs, where there is an acidic en-
viromment and a lack of nitrogen, plants
have evolved specialized mechanisms for
survival. The Sundew and Pitcher-plant
gather necessary nitrogen by trapping
and digesting insects. Famous for their
beauty in the bogs are the various species
of orchids. Our state flower, the Showy
Ladyslipper, is one of these orchids,

In many communities wetlands are the
last vestiges of open space, but in spite
of this there is pressure for development.
And this is happening when we are just
beginning to understand the importance of
their role in many of the natural systems
that sustain man. Acting as huge sponges
they soak up water fast and release it
slowly. Doing this they prevent floods,
keep springs bubbling, and fill wells,
Now it is even found that they remove
chemical pollutants from such sources as
auto exhaust, fertilizers and even pest-

icides from our drinking water,

(cont'd p.2)
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Nowhere is the value of these services more important and yet more poorly under-

stood than in the relationship of man to the landscape.

There is something about the

deep-shadowed summer swamps and the open expanses of the shrub-dotted marshes that

breaks the monotony and lifts the soul.
only living space.

Without our wetlands, there is no landscape....

Well, I not only asked Betty what a bog was, but I also asked her how to write an

article on a bog without boring people to death.

Here's what she told me..."You write

your article, then read it out loud to someone; and when you see their eyes start to
glaze over you know it's time to stop? I hope I haven't caused too many glassy eyes.

Your BEditor--EMC

"SPRING COMES UNUSUALLY LATE OR UNUSUALLY EARLY EVERY YEAR.....as usual”

by Kenneth E. Avery, Curator
I know that I don't have to tell you that this has been one of the most umusual

springs that we have ever had.
in the Woodland Garden.
kept records, which is over fifteen years.

This spring started impressively, but
unspectacularly. The first two flowers
to bloom, Skunk Cabbage and Snow Trillium,
both opened on March 29th; but the Snow
Trillium had opened on March 27th twice
in previous years and the Skunk Cabbage
had opened once on March 28th. The next
plant to bloom was the Hepatica. It
opened on April 1st, but in the past had
opened once on March 27th. So on April
1st three plants were blooming and each
had bloomed at an earlier date in the
past. However, by Sunday April 1ith,
eight plants were blooming and of these--
Bloodroot, Wild Ginger, and Oconee-bells--
had opened at the earliest date ever.
During the next week nineteen flowers
opened and of these eighteen had their
earliest opening date on record.

( 27 flowers having bloomed thus far
with 21 opening the earliest this spring)

The next week only three more flowers
opened, but for two it was their earliest
date making an accumulation of 30 flowers
with 23 of them having opened the earliest
date on record by April 25th. By the next
Sunday, May 2nd, seven more plants had
bloomed and for but one it was the earl-
iest opening date. (37 flowers/29 earliest)

On the 30th of May, 63 species of flowers had bloomed
And of these 42 had opened on the earliest date since I have

A week later, May 9th, four more op-
ened with it beilng the earliest for two.
(41 flowers/31 earliest) In the next
week 12 plants opened and it was the
earliest for only four of these--giving
a cumulative number of 53 having bloomed
and 35 having the earliest date by May
16th. By May 23rd six more plants were
blooming and it was the earliest date
for five of them. (59 and 40) Finally,
by May 30th four more flowers had opened
and two of these had opened on the earl-
iest date recorded---making a grand
cumulative number of 63 plants, of which
42 or 67% had opened on the earliest date
on record. The greatest number of plants
opened the week ending April 18th. The
week with the highest percentage of plants
opening on the earliest date was also
April 18th; when 19 opened and 18 of them
did so on the earliest date recorded.

My wife tells me that statistics are
boring so partly because of this and
partly because a few other things are
also interesting about this spring, I
will go on for a little. Those of you
who are enthralled by the saga of the
spring, water that is, it is still bubbling
even after our two month drought!

Last week I wandered down to the pool at the northeast end of the park.
It is quite dried up, but in the water that is left I saw one Black-Crowned
Night Heron, one little Green Heron, one mother Wood Duck with ten half-grown

kids and a pair of Mallards.
morxre.
winged Hawk a few times lately.

I only stayed a minute so there might have been
I also am still seeing the Pileated Woodpeckers, and I have seen a Broad-
It's strange the Pileateds and the Broad-wings

were both residents of the Garden when I first started to work here and both

abandoned us about the same time in the early 1960s,

again in the same year.

Now I am seeing them both
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NEW PRESIDENT FEELS "FRIENDS" APTLY NAMED

When we think of our little society as embracing all those members who, for
whatever reason, lay aside from time to time thelr urgent daily tasks and devote
time, thought and energy to help perpetuate the wildness and the wildings of our
dear Garden, we realize how aptly we are named---"Friends of the Eloise Butler
Wildflower Garden”! It is more than a lovely plot of ground holding countless
lovely creatures no longer common to the City in which it exists. It is a quiet
corner in thought for each to come to for the refreshment and inspiration which
the contemplation of God's ideas expressed in nature always bring to mankind.

And so I come to the office of President of this "Friends" following those
who have served it so well, with a deep sense of gratitude for all that has
helpfully gone before. Also with the conviction that the new Board working
together with the new officers and the "0ld Hands” will have a fun and highly
constructive year. To keep our Garden wild needs not our "wild" thoughts, but
our helpful ones and we hope to have some of these from all of you.

Alex Dean, President
Friends of the Wildflower Garden

* OQur new President’s letter led me to find this poem most fitting
of our "Friends" organization.

FRIENDS OLD AND NEW

Here's to the old friends true But here's to the happy day
Who share in all we do When comes across our way

And have learned all our ways A new friend, blithe and bold,
Through many yesterdays. To join the faithful old.
Theirs are the hearts that share Glad is the sheltering doox
A1l that we meet of care; To welcome in one more.

Theirs are the eyes that see, Brighter the fireplace where
Though grave our faults may be, We draw another chair,

The good that lies below. But, happiest, at day's end,
That's why we love them sol Are we to gain a friend.

by Edgar A. Guest
WELCOME TO OUR "NEW FRIENDS"

Mr., & Mrs. George Komanecky ... Mlnneton%f;;:::::—"Thank you, Mrs. Cora Wahl,
Mr. & Mrs. R. A. Minish ... Minneapolis for these two new FRIENDS,”"

"These dear people are

Mr., & Mrs, Edmund W. Anderson ... Minnea.p:]i'_s’>
VOLUNTEERS tool"

Mrs. Genevieve B. Lyman ... Minneapolis
Mrs. Alice Ryhti ... Grand Rapids, Mn.

Randy Johnson ... Minneapolis

FROM "FRIENDS" IN MEMORY OF FRIENDS

Three memorials were given by Mrs. E. Webster Crittenden....a long time friend
of the Crones and a lover of the Wild Flower Garden and Bird Sanctuary;
In memory of - Dr, William H. Crone
Mr., E. Webster Crittenden
Mr. Henry A. Parsons

A gift in memory of "Mrs. C. E., Munns, of Elk River, Mn., -- a friend who truly
loved nature” from the Lowell Chapins, R.R.2, Elk River, Mn.

A memorial was received in memory of Mary Ellen Chandler of Sarasota, Florida
from Harriet G. and Wilbur H. Tusler who are long time "Friends”.
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"FRIENDS" HOLD ANNUAL MEETING

We couldn't have asked for a lovelier day than we had for the annual meeting of
The Friends of the Wildflower Garden, Inc. on May 15th. Thank you to the many "Friends”
who took the time to attend. Following are a few highlights from some of the reports.

President's (Moana Beim) Report: Within our organization this past year there have been
some vital, and I feel strengthening, changes made. This volunteer group, called The
Friends of the Wildflower Garden, was started in 1952, with just six members. We now
have some 500 persons in our membership. Previously, one person filled the three pos-
itions of Secretary, Treasurer and Editor - now there 1s one volunteer for each job.
Having more people involved has not only spread out the work load, but has also gen-
erated much more interest,

Our accomplishments of the past year center around the $2,000.00 given by this
organization to the Minneapolis Park Board for the rehabilitation of the Garden entrance.
The completion of this work had been promised previously, but when I took office almost
nothing had been done. So after many directors' meetings and countless hours tallied
up by several of us, the work is nearly completed, although not quite as we'd planned.

Although we have received no acknowledgement from the Park Board for this gift
we have received a nice certificate of recognition from the Bicentennial '76 Commission.
This is for our part in upgrading and beautifying this area. Well done dear "Friends"!

Dr. Grimes' Report: "The response to our request for volunteer hosts and hostesses
this year has been most gratifying." (names of volunteers performing this invaluable
service of working at the Martha Crone Shelter will be published in the Oct. GENTIAN)

Curator's Report: Mr. Avery reported on the activities of the Garden. He stated that
the trees cut down because of the Dutch Elm disease made the Garden look bad, but due
to lack of man-power they had not been removed.

New Business: Betty Bridgman made the following motion: "I move that we request the
change of every marker in the Garden which has the word "false” on it. No natural
plant is false, and none imitates another plant. "False" i1s the word for phony or
artificial. False flowers are plastic, paper, glass or wood. Every plant has a name
that does not include the word "false". For instance, where our marker says False
Solomon®s Seal, it should say Solomon's Plume or Smalacina Racemosa.” The motion passed.

Nominating Committee: Mrs. Erdall presented the following slate of 11 members and they
were elected to serve as the Board of Directors for the coming year:

Moana Beim Maston Cvties Officers elected at the Board
Evie Chadbourn B * Hozlmr of Directors’ meeting:
Jean Chamberlain i pe President - Alex Dean

Walter Lehnert " 1
Robert Dassett Tohn Murtfeldt Vice President - Lynn Deweese

Alex Dean 2 Secretary - Jean Chamberlain
Lynn Deweese Hildred, CGleen Treasurer - Bruce Hooper
Editor - Evie Chadbourn

After expressions of thanks by the members to Mrs. Beim for her fine leadership
of a very successful year, the meeting was adjourned.
t+++t++++tttr ettt A+t

"Our deepest sympathy is expressed to our member and dear "Friend”, Betty Bridgman,

whose husband Donald E. Bridgman has passed on. Mr. Bridgman was always a very

active person. He attended our annual May meeting.”
*;**H—)H(—** *************%********'X-*****************H****H******HH*H*H*****H***:*
¥ A NEW ROSTER IS IN THE MAKING If there 1s any change in your address, name or ¥
-} telephone number, since the 1974-75 Roster, please drop a line telling of the %X
x change to---Mrs., Raymond Beim, 5521 Woodcrest Drive, Edina, Mn. 55424 *
B T o L L L e e e e e e e e R R R R R T

I must tell you something that I discovered recently. Our newsletter, TheFringed
Gentian, is being preserved at the Mpls, Public Library in the "Minneapolis Historical
Collection” dept. There they were, all intact in the green file folders - every single
copy since January 1953.

*

If you need a file folder in which to save your GENTIANS, call me.
Your Editor, Evie Chadbourn



