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There has been action - -
wind has blown through days and nights - -
and wild waves have dashed high against the ice
there has been calm - -
blue shadows have stretched far across
unbrocken snow

there has been life - - -
cardinals - Jjays and grosbeaks
chickadees - larks and woodpeckers
i gulls - - - - wild geese and ducks
i have filled the air with living color . . + « « .+ .

% 5? there has been beauty - - -
X white loveliness has hung from the tips of
trees - - - - - and the earth sparkled . . . .

there has been wonder - - - - -
snow has changed from big soft flakes drifting
in the sunshine - - - - to tiny crystals blowing
hard and fast - - - - - making the hills and
lakes disappear before our eyes « +« « + « o+

there have been moments for reflection - - - - -
deep in the silence of the woods
moments of realization
of the greatness of trees - - - and things

This was winter - - - -
tremendous in scope - - - - - -
glorious in its beauty + « o « . &
Gwen Frostic in These Things Are Ours (Cpt. 1960)

SNOW: When man was still very young he had already become aware that certain
elemental forces dominated the world womb. Embedded on the shores of their
warm sea, the Greeks defined these as Fire and Earth and Air and Water. But
at first the Greek sphere was small and circumscribed and the Greeks did not
recognize the fifth elemental.

About 330 B.C., a Greek mathematician named Pytheas made a fantastic
voyage northward to Iceland and unto the Greenland Sea. Here he encountered
the fifth elemental in all of its white and frigid majesty, and when he re-
turned to the warm blue Mediterranean, he described what he had seen as best
he could. His fellow countrymen concluded he must be a liar since even their
vivid imaginations could not conceive of the splendour and power inherent in
the white substance that sometimes lightly cloaked the mountain homes of
their high-dwelling Gods.

They failed to recognize the immense power of snow. We who are the
Greeks' inheritors have much the same trouble comprehending its essential
magnitude.

(cont'd page 2)
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(cont'd from p.it) In outer space vast
clouds of snow crystals drift with time.
Snow is a crystalline dust, tenuocus
amongst the stars; but on earth it is
in yet another guise, glaciers.

Glaciers are born while the snow
falls; falling steadily without a thaw-
ing time. Years pass, decades, centur-
ies, and the snow falls. Under this
white surface these snow crystals are
turning into ice.

Four times during Earth's most recent
geological age snow,in the form of great
glaciers, altered the face of almost
half the world,

A glacier is the macrocosmic form of
snow. But in its microscopic forms,
snow epitomizes ethereal beauty. It is
a cliché to say that no two snowflakes
are identical, but it is a fact that
each single snowflake that has fallen
throughout all of time, and what will
fall through what remains of time, has
been - will be - a unique creation.

Modern man has begun to develope a
schizophrenic attitude toward the fifth
elememental. Although we may remember -
our childhood experience of it with
nostalgia, more and more we have begun
to think of snow with ermity. We can't
control snow, nor bend it to our will.
The snow that fell harmlessly and ben-
eficently upon the natural world our
forefathers lived in has the power to
inflict chaos on our mechanical world.

But the people of the snows, that
live in the northern hemisphere, know
how to live with their enviromment-snow.
Snow is these people's ally. It is
thelr protection and their shelter from
abysmal cold. Eskimos build complete
houses of snow blocks. When heated only
with simple animal-oil lamps, these have
comfortable interior temperatures, while
outside the wind screams unheard and the
mercury drops to 50  or more below zero,
Compacted snow provides nearly perfect
insulation. As long as snow is plenti-
ful, the peoples of the far north seldom
suffer serious discomfort from the cold.

Snow makes possible their transport-
ation system.
or afoot on snowshoes or trail skis, they
can travel anywhere. A dog or reindeer
team can move at twenty miles an hour
and easily cover a hundred miles a day.

With dog or reindeer sleds,

The mobility snow gives them, com-
bined with the way snow modifies the be-
havior of game animals, ensures that the
snow people need not go hungry. Seals
make tell-tale breathing holes in the ice;
moose, elk, and deer are forced by the
deep snow to "yard" in constricted areas;
every animal, save those with wings and
those that live beneath the snow, leaves
tracks upon 1ts surface - from bears to
hares they become more vulnerable toc the
hunter as soon as the first snow coats
the land.

The northern people are happy when snow
lies heavy on the land. They welcome the
first snow in autumn, and often regret
its passing in the spring.

Somewhere on this day the snow is fall-
ing. It may be whirling fiercely over a
naked sweep of frozen plain in the Siber-
ian Steppe, or on the Canadian prairiles,
obliterating summer landmarks, climbing
in drifts to wall up doors and windows of
farmhouses. Inside, the people wait with
patience. While the blizzard blows, they
rest; when it is over, work will begin
again., And in the spring the melted
snows will water the new growth spring-
ing out of the black earth.

It may be settling in great flakes on
a calm night over a vast city of ours;
spinning cones of distorted vision in the
headlights of creeping cars and covering
the wounds, softening the ugliness in-
flicted on the earth by modern man. The
children hope that it will continue all
night long so that no buses or family
cars will be able to carry the victims
off to school in the morning. But adults
walt impatiently, for if it does not stop
soon the snow will smother the intricate
designs that have hbeen ordained for the
next day's pattern of existance.

Or the snow may be slanting swiftly
down across a cluster of tents huddled in
below a rock ridge on the artic tundra.
Gradually it enfolds a pack of dogs who
lie, noses thrust under bushy tails, until
the snow covers them completely and they
sleep warm. Inside the tents men and
women smile., Snow is their friend.

Somewhere the snow is falling.

adapted from The Snow Walker (Cpt. 1975)
Farley Mowat
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Feel the excitement and grandeur of a storm = = =
= = the ominous rushing of the winds
= snow drifting = = =
snowflake upon snowflake
each = a unique and perfect crystal

made of water . . . . .

Gwen Frostic in Beyond Time Cpt. 1971

WATER: We take it for granted, but it is the one essential for all organic
life and organisms small and great adapt accordingly as water is plentiful
or scarce.,

Over fifty years ago when our wild flower garden was reserved in the
woods, it occupied the slopes and bottom of a dell, well watered and shaded
by huge trees and fed at the bottom by woodland springs. We have just pass-
ed through one of the, if not the driest years in recorded time, and we'll
have to see what effects this has on the flora of the garden., Unless we
have a good wet spring, which is not predicted, the deep dryness may ser-
iously damage all of the remaining woods and will surely change the nature
of the understory and ground cover plants. And if we continue to have super
dry years, the growing things of the garden could very expectedly change
from woods and woodlands to that kind of cover which thrives on dry hill-
sides. Such thoughts are not predictions, but they do make us appreciate
the woodland wealth we still do have in our garden.

Alex Dean, President
Friends of the Wildflower Garden

SNOW-=WATER: Did you know that it takes a 6-inch layer of moist snow
or a 30-inch layer of dry snow to equal the water in a
1-inch rainfall?

* ¥ * and the stars and the moon make each

snow crystal glisten and gleam - - - -

SKY: Did you know that VENUS, our beautiful and bright "Evening Star”,
will be so bright, come March, that it will cast a shadow? VENUS
appears very bright for two reasons. One is that it is closer to
us than any other planet. The other reason is that Venus is wWrapped
in thick, white, ice crystal filled clouds that reflect light well.
That's JUPITER high overhead and SATURN you'll see in the east-north-
east at about 8 p.m. The sky is never clearer than on a cold, spark-
ling winter night. On a clear night you can see forever.
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FIRE: I hate to keep harping on the same string, but it seems that until its final
and complete defeat we will continue to fight the battle of Dutch Elm Disease.
Today, January 13th, we went back into the Garden area to cut down and destroy elms
that have died from Dutch Elm Disease during this last summer. Just as we did last
year, we will burn those parts of the tree that we can and we will treat the rest
of the tree to prevent the Elm Bark Beetle from breeding there. Last summer I
treated those trees that I saw with the disease with a tree killer. It would not
only kill the trees, but would leave them in a condition that would make it im-
possible for the beetle to live there. I treated all the diseased trees inside the
fence and most of those toward the spring. Then I ran out of the chemical and
before I could get any more I had hurt my back. I hope that this treatment will
stop the spread of the disease.

After our summer drought, burning the trees will be especially tricky this
year. We have already had one peat fire in the Garden this fall., I started back to
work in November and on the first day back I discovered a peat fire toward the other
end of the Garden. It seems someone had stolen some of our wood and had started a
small fire and the peat ignited. I tried to dig it out myself on that first day,
but I couldn't, so the next day I got help - five men from the Greenhouse. We dug
all day and poured 100 gallons of water on it before we finally put it out. We have
had to dig out many peat fires in the past, but none of them burned as fast nor were
nearly as difficult to dig out as this one. Last year we started a little peat fire
each place we burned the logs. This year we are going to have to be most diligent.

Kenneth E. Avery, Curator
Eloise Butler Wildflower and
Bird Sanctuary

ATR=COLD: Did you read that - there is a chance the Dutch elm disease could be
slowed by an extremely cold winter, according to a University of Minn-
esota entomologist? There is a possibility of a change in the beetle
population if the extreme cold continues and there continues to be a
lack of snow. The beetles that carry the disease usually aren't sub-
stantially affected by winter because snow on the elm bark keeps enough
beetles warm enough to assure infestation in the spring. (Snow - the
perfect insulator.)

Firewood left outside is an invitation to Dutch elm disease. Beetles
can survive subzero weather on firewood if there's snow on it. The
European elm bark beetle, which is the major carrier of the Dutcg elm
disease in this area, cannot tolerate temperatures lower than 22  below
without a blanket of snow to shelter it.

From "Cold Just Might Slow Elm Beetles”, by George White, Staff Writer
in the Minneapolis Tribune on Monday, January 17, 1977
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Our sincere expression of sympathy to Bruce Hooper, our Friends of the Wild
Flower Garden Treasurer, whose dear Mother passed on. I understand that
she was an avid gardener and even planted and cared for the lovely flowers
along the Walker Methodist Home pathway.

Also, may we offer our condolence to Mrs., George Isaacs, a "Friends"” member,
whose Sister and Brother-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Carl Sinclair, have passed on.
They were members and lived in Walla Walla, Washington.
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Thark you Mr. Chester Stone for telephoning me to report on the whereabouts of
the "vanishing gulls". He saw them sitting out on the Mississippi River south
of Wabashaw. "There were thousands of them. Maybe they were heading South for
the winter," he reported.
Your Editor, Evie Chadbourn



