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L You are cordially invited

A to attend

i the Annual Meeting

L of

B The Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc.
i on Saturday, June 4th at 10:00 A.M,

L at the Martha Crone Shelter
A
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In celebration of
The 25th Year
Since the signing of the Articles of Incorporation
of the

Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc.
¥ ¥ K K X F X K K X ¥
The Friends of the Wild Flower Garden was incorporated
June 9, 1952 with the following Board of Directors -
Mr. Clinton Odell - President, Mr. Donald Dayton,
Mrs. Carroll Binder, Mr. Russell Bennett,
Mr. Leonard Ramberg, Mrs. Martha Crone.
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SPRING BRINGS CHANGE - EVEN A 'CHANGING OF THE GARDEN GUARD'...NOTES CURATOR

Well, Spring is here. I know she 1s because she is in bloom (in the form
of Snow Trillium) down under the hemlocks by the back gate. However, on Sunday
(April 3) I saw The Owl and The Owl is our bird of winter. As long as I have
been here, the Great Horned Owl has spent the winter in the vicinity of the
Garden and would disappear shortly after we opened and people began to arrive,
and then would reappear again in the fall as the people became less evident.

I assume that the owl which I saw fly over - chased by three crows - was our
owl (a Great Horned Owl), but last winter I did see a Great Gray Owl here in
the Garden and they are approximately the same size so I could be wrong. Two
other birds I have been seeing lately are a pair of Pileated Woodpeckers. They
have been here for over a year now so I guess we can start calling them "Our"
Pileateds. I haven't seen any spring birds yet and even a Goldfinch that I

saw was still quite drab.
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I don't imagine it will shock anyone if I mention that it is terribly dry
in the Garden. Usually, even though the pools might be dry as we go into
winter, after the spring thaw they are full and the boggy part of the Garden
is soggy. This year the last pool is empty and the area by the bridge is as

dry as a lawn. I've never seen it quite like this,

Now I am going to presume that since you are interested in the Garden you
will also be interested in the organizational changes within the Park System
that affect the Garden. Since many changes affecting us have occurred in the
last year and a half I want to take a few lines to describe the present state

of affairs to you.

As 1976 began, Carl Holst, who had headed the Park Board Horticulture
Department for guite a number of years, retired and this triggered a number of
changes within the organizational structure of the Park Board which bear on us.
First, the Horticulture Department was split from the Forestry Department (tree
trimming) with which it has always been associated and was placed in the Main-
tenance Department. Carl's job was not filled, but most of his responsibilities
were given to the Florest (head of the Greenhouse) and he was given an assistant

to do most of the supervision in the Greenhouse.

Since then the Park Board has also hired someone under the new title of
Coordinator of Horticultural Programs. Her name is Mary Maguire. She is
giving classes in horticulture which the Park Board is offering this year. And
while no one has informed us of any structural changes, she has quite obviously
been given responsibilities in purchasing and planning in the department and I

believe that she could be considered Carl Holst's replacement.

Many of you will be interested in knowing that Sam Baker, who has worked
here as long as most of us can remember, has retired. I will certainly miss
him. Richard Wick has asked to come into the Garden. He has worked in the
Rose Garden and in other Park gardens in the past., I am sure that he will
prove to be an excellent man.

Kenneth E, Avery, Curator
Eloise Butler Wildflower and Bird Sanctuary

***¥The next class at Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden being offered by the Mpls.
Park Board and led by Mary Maguire is on PRAIRIE WILDFLOWERS - How did Minnesota
prairies develope? A discussion of prairie plants, their establishment and
growth patterns is offered. Burning practices will also be explained. A hike
through the prairie garden will complete the class.

Date Sunday, May 22nd Time 1 - 3 P.M.
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The Lord was not in the strong wind.

The Lord was not in the earthquake.

The Lord was not in the fire: and after
the fire a still small voice. (I Kings 19)

It is that still small voice that we all at one time or
another seek after. It is often drowned out in the noise
and bustle of the city: it is often pushed aside by the
chores of daily life. But it can always be heard as one
sits on a shaded bench by a path in the Wild Flower Garden -
s0 near the city, so close to the daily chores but worlds
apart from both: where the harmonious activities of nature
epitomizes the harmony of the universe in which man is at
peace with his surroundings and with himself.,

I have been recently in the Everglades of southern Florida
where all forms of teeming life are many times more varied
than in our northern clime. It has made me ever more aware
of the infinite variety of life's manifestations and the
interdependence and balance of it all.

And so with our own little corner of the north temperate

woods we can keep a portion of that treasure which can bring
into the lives of countless unknown persons a quickened

sense of being and harmony with the universe and oneness

with its divine power, an appreclation of beauty and affection
for wildlings, a listening to the still small voice - That

is the purpose of our Wild Flower Garden and the challenge

to us as its stewards is to keep it sol

Alex Dean, President
Friends of the Wild Flower Garden

AR RN EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEREEEEEEREEE:

IT'S REMEMBRANCES SUCH AS THE FOLLOWING THAT HELP US PRESERVE......
«se+0.'OUR LITTLE CORNER OF THE WOODS'

A memorial was received from Mr. & Mrs. W. H. Tusler..."in memory of a
great conservationist and trout fisherman, Charles A, Fuller."

A memorial was given by Geraldine Nelson in memory of Mrs. Cecil Smith,
a long time member of "The Friends" who loved wildflowers.

Mrs. Alice Ryhti, a fairly new member from Grand Rapids, has sent a gift
in memory of her husband, Leland, who passed away on March 15th,

Mrs. Alex Johnson, also from Grand Rapids, sent a memorial for Glen Shaw.

Two memorials were received from Martha E. Crone..."One is for Mrs. Sina
Schneider, a member of 'The Friends' who passed away in January. She was
an Elementary School teacher in Mankato. My late grandson, David Prevey,
was in one of her classes. He was an Eagle Scout and derived a great
deal of benefit from her teaching”...."The other one is for Mr. Ben
Howard Johnson who passed away a few weeks ago. He was a retired super-
visor of Maintenance of the Park Board for many years and he contributed
much to the formation of the Wild Flower Garden".
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WELCOME TO NEW 'FRIENDS' MEMBERS

Mr. & Mrs. J. Morgan Wilson of 2232 W. Lake of the Isles Blvd., friends of
Jane and Bruce Hooper, have joined the ranks.

AND...speaking of new members, at the last Board of Directors meeting it was
decided that a brochure to inform people of our FRIENDS OF THE WILD FLOWER
GARDEN organization is greatly needed in order to gain new members. Many
people visit the Garden that are unaware of "The Friends" and the many,
many services provided and the vast funds given by "The Friends" toward
maintaining and preserving the Garden. One instance that comes to mind,
as an example of how our funds are used, is the treatment of Dutch Elm
disease we provided for an Elm tree in Wirth Park near the Garden. (This
Elm tree, by the way, is the largest Elm tree in the Twin Cities - with
a girth of 16 feet and 4 inches.) Board member, John Murtfeldt, is in
charge of having these new brochures printed up and will be placing them
in the various libraries. The educaticnal value of the Garden is limit-
less and we feel a great need to spark new interest in our non-profit
organization which was founded for the purpose of the preservation and
support of the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden and Bird Sanctuary.

I MEANT TO DO MY WORK
TODAY

I meant to do my work today

But a brown bird sang in the appletree,
And a butterfly flitted across the field,
And all the leaves were calling me.

And the wind went sighing over the
land,

Tossing the grasses to and fro,

And a rainbow held out its shining
hand —

So what could I do but laugh and go.

by Richard LeCGallienne

T don't know what this poem has to do with the rest of the newsletter,
it's just that I like it (which is probably because I can identify with that
feeling so easily) and have wanted to include it in an issue of the GENTIAN.
Therefore, seeing as how this is the last GENTIAN I will be editing - it's my
last chance to use the poem. Yes, I've been what you might say - "recycled" -
into the working world again and so time-wise will be unable to continue writ-
ing the GENTIAN. Editing the GENTIAN has been a most gratifying experience
and I'm so sorry that I won't have the time to continue. BUT...I do have some
good news! Board member, Lynn Deweese, and his wife, Pat, have agreed to glve
the job of editing the GENTIAN a whirl. I know they'll do a great Jjob.

S50, I bid you adieu for now dear "Friends" and I will be looking forward
to seeing you all at the big 25th Annual Meeting. A gala occasion is planned..
and with Cay Farager in charge of the festivities how could it be anything
but great.

Your Editor,
Evie Chadbourn



