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The June 4 annual meeting of the FRIENDS was
ation to all who attended. 1t was a fun time to
Faragher had made preparations and invited many "old timers".
It turned out to be one of our biggest affairs. We were
commemorating the twenty-fifth year since Clint 0dell, Carroll
Binder, and Len Ramberg signed the Articles and Bylaws estab-
lishing the Friends of the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden.
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Of those attending, Martha Crone has had the longest associ-
ation with the Garden. She told about her close cooperation
with Eloise Butler and the really heavy work of planting and
weeding for many years. Len Ramberg spoke of his ties to

Clint Odell whose idea the FRIENDS was, and the dedication he
had to really preserving this wild area so near the big city.
Mrs. Russell Bennett gave us an idea of what it means to

people who love the out of doors to have such a place near at
hand. Whitney Eastman regaled us with a few of his experiences
as a "birder" in the Garden.
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The hill and dell which is our Garden have seen many twenty-five year periods
roll around and we hope that the next quarter century will witness as much
interest and love on the part of the people to come as those that have gone

et per. Alex Dean - president
Friends of the Wildflower Carden

Board of Directors - 1977-78 - FRIENDS OF THE WILDFLOWER GARDEN

Mr. Alexander Dean - president Mrs., Raymond Beim
Mr. John Murtfeldt - vice president Mrs. Charles Chadbourn, Jr.
Mrs. Clark Chamberlain - secretary Mr. Robert Dassett, Jr.
Mr. Bruce Hooper - treasurer Dr. Marian Grimes
Mr. Lynn Deweese, Jr. - co-editor Mr. Walter Lehnert
The Fringed Gentian Mrs. Carl Olson
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NEW EDITORS: With this issue, The Fringed Gentian has new editors - Lynn
and Patricia (Mr. & Mrs.) Deweese. The Deweese's have been shelter hosts at
the Garden from 1972-1976. Lynn has been on the FRIENDS Board of Directors

since 1976 when he served as vice-president.

We wish to express our thanks to our predecessors: especially Evie Chadbourn
who is helping us with this transition; also Marie Davidson, Mildred Olson,
and Martha Crone. Perhaps the best way to thank them is to quote from the
June 22 letter to the FRIENDS from Grace M. Dougherty, treasurer of the
Minnesota Garden Flower Society: "Your publication, The Fringed Gentian, is
especially interesting. The items are timely and apropos, and there is always

some thought for reflection."”
Thank you. Mr. & Mrs. 0. Lynn Deweese, #314, 2001 Bryant Ave So.,Mpls, 55405.
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CURATOR'S REPORT - OUR EARLIEST SPRING

Early last spring Boyd Lien dropped by the office and remarked that he thought
it would be interesting to list the opening dates of some of our flowers in
the Garden. Over the years I have kept track of these events and would like
to share them with you.

First I want to make a few remarks about this particular spring. Last spring
I wrote that "it was the earliest spring I had ever recorded." Well this
spring was even earlier. On Sunday, June 26, we had 66 species of flowers
blooming, of these 49 had opened earlier than ever before. To break this down
further; in the Woodland 15 species were blooming, 13 at their earliest; in
the Upland 36 out of 51 had set new records. This is the first year in my 23
years at the Garden that the Showy Lady's Slipper has opened in May.

Now, back to my statistics. I started keeping record of the opening dates of
flowers because, while I knew about when our flowers bloomed, T couldn't ac-
curately approximate the date that they could be expected to bloom, The infor-
mation I obtained was often surprising - perhaps it will be to you too. One
thing that is hard to believe is that one of our Asters (large-leaved) started

blooming on June 28 this year. Ken Avery - curator
earliest latest average
Skunk Cabbage (symplocarpus Foetidus) 3-13 4-19 4-6
Snow Trillium (trillium nivale) 3-27 4=22 4-7
Bloodroot (sanguinaria canadensis) 4=1 4-28 4-15
Hepatica (hepatica acutiloba) 3-29 424 4=17
Pasque Flower (anemone patens) 4=3 4-30 4-13
False Rue Anemone (isopyrum biternatum) 4-1 5=4 4=20
White Trout Lily (erythronium albidum) 4-12 5-2 4-22
Dutchman's Breeches (dicentra cucillaria) 4-13 5-6 4-23
Cut-leaved Toothwort (dentaria laciniata) 4-12 5-7 4-25
Large-flowered Trillium (trillium grandiflora) 4-16 5-22 4-28
Marsh Marigold (caltha palustris) 4-16 5-7 4=29
Large-flowered Bellwort (uvularia grandiflora) 4-15 5=7 4-29
Spring Beauty (claytonia virginica) 4-16 5-11 4-30
Virginia Bluebells (mertensia virginica) 4-24 5=11 5-4
Jack-in-the-pulpit (arisaema triphyllum) 4=22 5-15 5=7
Bird's Foot Violet (viola pedata) 4-28 5=-23 5-10
Showy Lady's-slipper (cypripedium) 5=24 6-18 6-9
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The spring volunteers at the Martha Crone Shelter have been:
MissElizabeth Abbott Mrs. Kathleen Darly Mrs. Mildred B. Olson
Mr. & Mrs., Edmund Leah  Miss Bernice Dickson Mr. Todd Pilarski
Mrs. Henry Anderson Ms. Leslie Fedorchuk Mr. & Mrs., Wm., S. Quam
Mrs. Donald E., Bridgman Mrs. Genevieve Lyman Mrs. Vernon Rea
Mrs. Lawrence Bryngelson Miss Elizabeth McCarthy Ms. Patricia Seeley
Miss Margreth Burd Mrs., H. S. Nicholls Miss Jean Stenberg
Mrs. Clark Chamberlain Mrs. G, L. Olson Mr. David Wyckoff

Our hearty thanks to each of you. You make the garden more personal.

We were sorry to hear of volunteer Henry Anderson's unfortunate break in Florida.
Hope your arm is now as good as new.

THANKS are very much in order for the Minneapolis Sunday Tribune and their
"YOU CAN HELP" column. A request for volunteers published in the June 19
column brought excellent response. Dr. Marian Grimes hopes to be able to

schedule each of our willing helpers as soon as possible. We welcome you all.



THE FRINGED GENTIAN SUMMER 1977

2\

(0

Snaw Tr.H.um S Shvl)n L‘H\'j 5f~f‘f" ; C“'\‘"AU‘ L\fj

Mg.}ua;fﬂ B-R.D
MARY MAGUIRE - PARK BOARD HORTICULTURIST #*#*#%%%

The Friends who attended the annual meeting on June 4 had the opportunity of
meeting Ms. Mary Maguire, the Minneapolis Park Board's Coordinator of Horti-
cultural Programs since June 1976. She is a native of St. Paul and an Honors
graduate of the University of Minnesota - B.S. in Horticulture, B.A. in
Spanish and Portugese. Previously she spent two years with the St. Paul

Park Department. On July 1, I asked her to share some thoughts with the
FRIENDS about. the Eloise Butler Wildilower Garden and other facets of the
Minneapolis Parks that might be of particular interest to the FRIENDS.

First-the GARDEN: This is a fantastic area, the most natural setting in

the Minneapclis Park System. The aim should be to acquire every possible
herbaceous, if not woody, material native to Minnesota so people can go to the
Garden to see an actual collection of Minnesota materials. In particular Mary
sees a need to develop the prairie area and expand its collection to include
species such as the cacti that are native to southwestern Minnesota. The
plants purchased for the Garden this year have been: golden alexander, side
oats gramma, switch grass, thimble weed, yellow fringed puccoon, prickly pear
cactus, bog bean, marsh cinquefoil, Solomon's plume, yellow bead 1lily, sweet
flag, blue eyed grass, ground cherry, ground (princess) pine, bog rosemary,
laurel and bunchberry. Four or five of these species were not previously
represented in the Garden. In the fall, whip size trees of various types will
be planted to replace the elms that we have lost the last several years.

Second-other programs: Mary has given three slide shows and hikes in the
vicinity of the Garden this year: one in the woodland garden, one in the
prairie garden, and one in a bog area outside of the fenced area. Pat and

I were only able to attend the bog tour, but we were quite impressed with
Mary's finesse in handling it. On the tour we were pleased to have our first
meeting with the tiny, carnivorous SUNDEW. Tours such as these will be re-
peated in following years - take advantage of them whenever possible! Also
consider attending the free Wednesday noon GREEN THEMES programs Mary is
giving at the Minneapolis Public Library downtown and the Horticultural
Program sponsored periodically at various park centers by the Park Board.

Third-other park areas: As Horticulturist, Mary is a member of the Inter-
disciplinary Team of the Long Range River Development and Acquisition Commis-
sion for the Mississippi. This Commission is using the recent grant from
the Metropolitan Council to acquire and develop the intercity park along the
full length of the Mississippi in the Twin Cities. The goal of this commis-
sion will be to destroy none of the wild areas along this course but to make
= them accessible to more people. One area could be of particular interest to
the FRIENDS. An area south of Minnehaha, below the Soldier's Home, contains
bog, wetland and prairie areas which could be developed as an area for
education about natural areas.
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NEWSY NOTES: The FRIENDS heard in June from Mary B. Strong (Mrs. Arthur D.)
that a project to preserve a wildflower refuge on the campus of the College
of William and Mary in Williamsburg, Va. has recently been started. This
project was inspired in part by Mrs. Strong's experiences with our own Eloise
Butler Wildflower Garden. We extend our wishes for success to those involved.
This should be a pleasant addition to the campus of Virginia's oldest college
(founded 1693) and to the marvelous spirit of historical reconstruction that
Williamsburg has represented for many years.

Welcome to new members: Mr. & Mrs. W. E. Brandow, Ms. Helen Lee Brown, Ms.
Elaine Christenson, Ms. Anne B. Christiansen, Ms. Helen Garnaas, Ms. Winifred
Johnson, Ms. Janet E. O'Leary, Ms. Violet Panzram, Mr. & Mrs. Stephen Pawlcyn,
and Mr. David A. Peterson.

The FRIENDS have received a memorial from Harriet and William Tussler honoring
Elmer Smith - a conservationist, sportsman and photographer - who resided
in Afton, Minnesota. We join the Tusslers in extending our sympathy to Mrs. Smith.

HAVE YOU NOTICED? The Minneapolis Sunday Tribune in their '"Area Park High-
lights'" column is running a list provided by Ken Avery of some selected flowers
in bloom in the Garden. Don't fail to check this listing regularly.

kkhkkkhkk  Ahkkkk THE GARDENER'S COLUMN Kdedekdkk  KkAkEAA
WHAT' S BLOOMING AND EASY TO GROW IN JULY AND AUGUST?

Une of the most interesting aspects of wildflower gardening is that you can
quite easily create a sun/shade garden that has at least one plant in bloom

at any point during the growing season. l.isted below are a few of the per-
ennial wildflowers that bloom during the hot summer months and their key
growing requirements:

plant height blossom in bloom requires
Fairy Candles 3-ft. 6" white July-Aug humus rich soil
(cimicifuga racemosa) spires dense shade or part sun
Wild Bleeding Heart 12-16 in  heart shaped Apr.-Sept ordinary garden soil
(dicentra eximia) pink flowers l1t. shade to full sun
Bottle Gentian 12-16" in sky blue Aug remove wilted blooms
(gentiana andrewsii) bottle shaped ordinary garden soil
WET
) o full sun o
Cardinal Flower 1-2 ft. fiery red July-Aug ordinary garden soil
(Lobelia cardinalis) racemes extra moisture
 full sun L
Great Blue Lobelia 1-2 ft. blue raceme July-Aug ordinary garden soil
(lobelia siphilitica) o Oy full sun L
Early Blue Skullcap 1-2 ft. violet to July-Aug ordinary garden soil
(seutellario ovata) oo blue raceme ~_full sun
New England Aster LTS purple/ Aug-Sept ordinary garden soil
violet full sun
Remember to mulch your plants well during these hot, dry months. Lawn clippings,

decaying leaves and rotting hay are excellent.
- If you are not already a wildflower gardener, try it. You'll love it.
John Murtfeldt, Tamarack Hill Wild Flower Nursery
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GREEN THEMES - 12 noon - Minneapolis Library, downtown

Aug 10 - Herban Renewal (Garden Herbs)

Aug 24 - Have You a Tuber in Your Tub? (Water-lilies and Their Culture)
Sep.l4 - How Are your Side-0Oats Gramma? (Ornamental Grasses)



