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This summer the Minneapolis Park and gﬁiﬂgRﬁpd will

announce the selection of the seventh Par intendent. He will
follow in the paths of William W. Berry 1884-1906, Theodore Wirth
1906-1935, Christian A. Bossen 1935-1945. Charles E. Doell
1945-1959, Howard Moore 1959-1966, and Robert Ruhe 1966-1978. We
welcome him, and hope that our friendship can develop over the
years he is here.

Mr. and Mrs. Ruhe have returned to the Chicago area. We wish
them well. Ruhe's tenure here has seen much construction. The
Park System has often been in the news. He desired to have more
citizen involvement in the parks - and it was often vocal.

During his years the Minneapolis Parks have started plans to
include the Mississippi River front in its system. His successor
will haw much influence on these plans.

"THEY CALL THIS A GARDEN? IT'S NOTHING BUT A BUNCH OF DAMN WEEDS!"

Those of you who read the article "Eloise Butler curator: One man's wild

flower another man's weed" * in the Minneapolis Tribune on Sunday, May 28,

1978, were undoubtedly amused and disappointed in that statement of exasperation.
Everyone does not love our GARDEN. Many do not know what to expect. The name
change in the early '70s from the Eloise Butler Wild Flower Garden to the

Eloise Butler Wild Flower and Bird Sanctuary has helped some people to understand
that this is not intended to be a neat, well-groomed garden. Wild flowers do not
grow in rows - they grow in clumps, in assorted clusters, and occasionally in
lonely splendor. Though some wild flowers make beautiful additions to formal
flower beds, here at our garden they are seen in their wildness.

One of the treasures of our Mpls park system, this GARDEN, one of the
nation's few native gardens, is a superb supplement to our many lovely city
plantings that follow the traditions of formal gardens in Italy, France and
Britain. Our GARDEN is regularly visited by many travelers from Europe and
Asia. For some the Eloise Butler Sanctuary was a deciding factor in visiting
Minnesota rather than St. Louis or Chicago. The Shelter Volunteers know the
thrill of sharing the excitement of a traveler who is fortunate enough to
visit here in late Spring and see one of "the famous Minnesota Orchids'"' -
our state flower, the Showy Lady's-slipper or her sisters.

* 1If you missed this article - look for it at your library. It is a small
tribute to our curator - Ken Avery - who has already spent 24 years caring
for this treasure.
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ANNUAL MEETING: A pleasant gathering of the Friends of the Wildflower Gardenm, Inc.
assembled at the Martha Crone Shelter on May 20, 1978

Nominations for the 1978-79 Board of Directors were presented by Mrs. Preston
Haglin, chairman of the nominating committee. The new BOARD is:

Mrs. Raymond Beim Mr. O. Lynn Deweese Mrs. Carl H. Olson
Mrs. Clark Chamberlain Dr. Marian Grimes Mr. Walter Lehnert
Mr. Robert J. Dasset Ms. Lynne Holman Mr. John Murtfeldt
Mr. Alexander Dean Mr. R. Bruce Hooper (Mr. Kenneth Avery, Curator)

Several activities were reported on:

Most of the dead elms have now been removed. Ken Avery, curator, said that
this was done while the ground was still frozen, so the other vegetation was
only slightly disturbed.

The replacement of our lost elms with other species of trees is progressing
well, Still, the new open spaces show changes in the garden. Some species
are being reestablished in the greater lightness while others that had thrived
are now fading away from its brilliance.

New brochures are being prepared for garden visitors through the assistance

of Ms Maguire, Park Board, horticulturist.

A new entry sign is being prepared for the GARDEN by the Park Board.

New path ropes will soon be in place along the trails.

The shelter has been enhanced by 2 comfortable captain's chairs, provided by
the FRIENDS, and selected by Dr. Grimes, particularly to meet the volunteers
needs.

Also added this year is a handsome walnut and apple wood album made by

Mr. Vernon Schaal to hold prints of the superb flower slides given several years
ago by Mr. Harry D. Thorn. When this is all assembled, we hope that garden
visitors will more easily identify the blooms they see. (Picture of additional
species are needed. Have you any to share? Please give a copy to Mr. Avery

or to your editors.)

Following the business meeting, Mary Maguire Lerman, Mpls Park Board horticulturist
presented a slide talk on POISONOUS PLANTS. It was alarming to see the darker
side of many of our favorite plants. But the talk also indicated their safeness
when handled with intelligent care. In talking about poisonous plants, it is
important to realize that one does not necessarily mean deadly. Plant toxicity
can also be manifest through rashes, respiratory and digestive disturbances.

Toxic plants may not be universally toxic - what affects one person may have

no negative effects on another (i.e. strawberries or poison ivy). A plant which
has proved toxic to a person at one time, may not be so at another. Similarly,
the reverse is possible - if you have never been bothered by poison ivy do not

be foolish. You may have outgrown your immunity. One foolish soul was so
confident of his immunity to poison ivy that he boastfully ate some. Can you
imagine the pain of an ivy rash in the mouth or throat; Garden, but garden
intelligently! Don't taste or handle plants of whose safety you are not positive.
Instruct your children or grandchildren also to be careful. Wear gloves when

you garden, not only to protect your manicure, but to protect your skin. In all
things try to be informed. An excellent reference on peisonous plants is:

HUMAN POISONING FROM NATIVE AND CULTIVATED PLANTS, James W. Hardin & May M.

Arena, Duke Univ. Press - available Coffey Hall Book Store, St. Paul Campus,

Univ. of Minnesota. No gardener and no doctor should be without it.

After the meeting, there was an opportunity to observe Ken split several logs
with the new log splitter designed and given us by Mr. Gordon Garis. Most
impressive!

ATTENTION All members - a new directory will be prepared soon. Is your name and

address correct on this GENTIAN label? Flease send corrections to us soon.
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GUIDE TO THE RESCUE: Volunteers are often asked to provide a guide for a
group visiting the GARDEN. We don't have that size staff, but 1f they check
in at the shelter we will provide directions, maps, and lists of blooming
plants.

Alas, this June 12, that wasn't adequate. The first clump of the Showy
Lady's-slipper was in bloom. Though it was a distance from the paths, we
wanted everyone to see it. Unfortunately a volunteer, when alone, must stay
in easy reach of the telephone and the shelter itself. People came in droves,
I marked maps like mad, but most reported NOT finding it.

Most persistent were 10 year old John Metz and his sister, Kristin. Their
first two trips were orchid-less. Then, after I added more details, he rushed
back from their third trip elated - they had seen our state flower.

At that point, I was bogged down with a shelter-full of would be viewers -
Twin Citians, other Minnesotans, some from Iowa, Wisconsin, North Carolina,

a Japanese couple, and three visitors from Berlin, Germany, with their
hostess. All had studied our pictures (the new photograph album is a big
help) and were ready to find the Slipper.

A willing John Metz was asked to guide them all. Off they went happily,
thirty some, young and old. It was a great day at Eloise Butler!

John, we thank you. May you grow up as a nature lover, maybe even a curator!

Kathleen M. Darley
shelter volunteer

MEMORIALS: We appreciate memorial contributions from Alice Ryhti in memory

of Mrs. Emma Peterson, from Stanley P. Tabaka in memory of his wife Florence G.
Tabaka, and from Mr. & Mrs. W. H. Tusler in memory of Mrs. John Freeman
Nichols. These gifts help the GARDEN to serve as a beautiful memorial to

them and to the many others who have loved our wild flowers.

FRIEND-1y NOTES: Gertrude Dye writes from Arizona of some recent experiences
in starting a personal garden there. Minnesota gardening has its problems,
but we rarely have to start with a pick-axe!

We appreciate the continuing support of 84 year old Mrs. Carroll Binder (a
charter member) who now resides in California.

We would like to thank Mr. & Mrs. Bruce B. Dayton PARK AND RECREATION
and Mr. & Mrs. Edward W. Verbarg for their very BOARD DISTRICTS
generous contributions this spring. The GARDEN
will reflect your generosity. Thank you.

CITY LINITS

CITT LINITS

PARK BOARD COMMISSIONERS: Minneapolitams, these
are your elected representatives. Let them know
what you like about and want from your Minneapolis

parks.

1. Patricia Hillmeyer 3044 NE Taylor St 55418

2. Orvin Olson 4234 Washburn Ave N 55412

3. Walter Bratt 3520-47th Ave S 55406

4. Sherman Malkerson 1716 Fremont Av § 55403

5. Dale Gilbert (chair.) 5628-39th Av S 55417 P
6. Alden Smith 5224 Humbolt Ave S 55419 °©
* Nancy Anderson 2008 Grand Ave S 55405 °
* William Holbrook 4725 Fremont Ave S 55409

* Naomi Lopez 528-6th Ave SE 55414

* at large members

CITY LIAITE
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SPIDER, spider, spider. Which one did you see? What was it doing? There are

5 general groups of spiders and they build quite a variety of webs - orbs,
triangles, mesh, funnel, dome and sheet - using support lines, adhesive, and
anchors. There are 7 kinds of spider silk; and 1 spider has spinnerets to
produce 6 kinds (what a factory!). Spider silk has one industrial use - cross
hairs for surveying instruments and telescopic rifle sights. In addition,

silk from the Golden Silk spider is made into fish lines and nets by South
American natives. It is the strongest silk known, stronger than steel wire

of similar diameter. Though it would appear desirable for clothing, no machine
has been devised to handle the fine strands.

Harriet & Wilbur Tusler, formerly Minnesotans, have established an organization
to improve the popular image of spiders - FRIENDS OF SPIDERS. To get information
on this group, write Mr. & Mrs. W. H. Tusler, 5663 Rue Bayou, Sanibel Island,
Florida, 33957. Last year they had a series of 16 articles on spiders published
in the ISLAND REPORTER. Copies of these articles are now in the Martha Crone
Shelter for those of you who are interested in knowing more fascinating facts
about spiders.

OTHER GARDEN AREAS: On June 23, Wolsfeld Woods, the largest undisturbed woodland
in Hennepin County, was transferred to the Minnesota Department of Natural
Resources for preservation and research. Some of the largest trees in Minnesota
are located here. Virgin area in urban counties are rare and to be treasured.
This transfer was facilitated by the Nature Conservancy- a national, non-

profit organization dedicated to maintaining natural areas. Future generations
will sing the praises of their foresight. Wolsfeld Woods is located in the
vicinity of Long Lake.

GREEN THEMES: Mpls. Public Library, 300 Nicollet Mall, 12:15 P.M., Mary Maguire
Aug. 2: Plant Contaminants: Fluorides & Chlorine

Aug.16: Plant Contaminants: PAN & Ozone

Sept. 6:Plant Contaminants: Hydrocarbons & Ethylene

Sept.20:Audubon’s Arboretum (Plants that attract birds)

ELM CREEK PARK RESERVE; Osseo, 425-2324
Aug. 5: Prairie Hike, 1 p.m.
Aug. 13: Monarchs and other Miracles, 3 p.m.

HYLAND LAKE PARK RESERVE: Bloomington, 941-7993
Aug. 20: Tick Trails & Turtle Tales, 1:30 p.m.
Aug. 27: Prairie Wildflowers, 1:30 p.m.

CARVER PARK RESERVE; Excelsior, 472-4911
Aug. 12: Be Your Own Naturalist

Sept. 2: Watching & Waiting

Sept. 3: Shorebird Watching

Sept.10: Waterfowl I.D.

There have been several requests about the proper form for memorials and bequests

to the FRIENDS. Memorial checks should be made payable to FRIENDS OF THE WILD
FLOWER GARDEN, INC. and mailed to our treasurer Mr. R. Bruce Hoopér, 2600 Glenhurst
Ave., Mpls., Mn. 55416. For bequests, the legal name of the organization is FRIENDS
OF THE WILDFLOWER GARDEN, INC. Perhaps a sentence of clarification would also be
helpful to your executor. (i.e. A nonprofit organization for the preservation

and development of the Eloise Butler Wild Flower and Bird Sanctuary in Theodore
Wirth Park, Mpls., Mn.) Thank you for asking this question.
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CURATOR'S COMMEKNTS: In the past I have described some of the cultural practices
which I have used in the GARIEN, I must admit that one of the things I like
about working here is that I must invent solutions to the problems presented by
the garden rather than simply follow solutions discovered by others. I am now
going to let you all in on e little experiment I have been conductirg over the
past few years. One that, I believe, has been quite successful.

When I first started working here I attempted to grow a little sphagnum bog by
removing about a foot of soil from our bog and replacing it with coarses gravel,
hoping that it would provide a sterile medium upon which sphagnum and other bog
plants could be grown. It almost worked, but it was not sterile enough to
discourage weeds, and when someone stole the pitcher plant I had growing on it,
I abandored it.

In a few yearg I hit upon a different plan., I made a raft upor which I could
grow an artificial bog. I did this by teking throw=-away beer bottles which we
found in the park and pushing their tops through chicken wire. I then placed
sphagnum moss on it and waited to see if it would grow under these circumstances.
In a couple of years, I had = little island with quite & luzuriant growth of
moss on it. I was now ready to go or with a larger bog. However, the brewers
must have found out that someone had found a use for their debris and they
switched to a new cap which could not be replaced on the bottle. This left me
without a growing medium,

This Spring another solution to my problem presented itself ==-- wine bottles.
They still heve replaceable caps, at least the cheap wines which appear to be
preferred by Park drinkers. I use them a little differently, however. Instead
of thrusting the tops through the chicken wire, I tie them bteneath it like logs.
It took half of the summer to come by enough bottles to float my little bog,

but finally I had enough. Richard Wick and I went over to the dying bog in

the park for sphagnum and put it on the raft and set it in the pool.

The n=xt time you go through the GARIEN you may notice the two little islands
in our pool. The one in fromt looks awfud, but don't look on it jast as an
eyesore., In a few years it will look as luxuriant as that smaller islend
behind it.

Renneth E. Avery
curator

THE FRIENDS OF THE WILD FLONER GARIEN AND BIRD SANCTUARY exist in order to
develop, conserve and make universally available the native flors of North
America, snd, to this end, to protect and maintain the Eloise Butler Wild
Flower Garden &nd Bird Sanctuary in Theodore Wirth Park, Minnespeclis, MN.

Anyone desiring membership in this nonprofit organizetion should send their
neme, address and dues check to: Mr. R. Bruce Hooper
2600 Glenhurst Ave.
Mpls,, MN 55416,
All dues are tax deductible.
active member - 3&.00 sustairer member - #10.00 sponsor member = $25,00
builder member - 3%100.00 benefactor = £200.00



