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The annual meeting of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden,
Inc., was held on May 19 at the Martha Crone Shelter in the
GARDEN. A good crowd of FRIENDS turned out on a lovely
Spring day to learn of our year's activities. The GARDEN
was resplendent.

A highlight of the morning was the presentation of the FRIENDS
first group of study grants:
five to students at the Associated Colleges of the Twin Cities -
David Lorenz - Augsburg
Janelle Braun - Hamline
Ellen Prediger - Macalester
Teresa Krenz - St. Catherine
Nancy Stachem - St. Thomas,
Seven to students at the Agri-Business Vocational Center of
the Minneapolis Public Schools, 4714 Dowling St. S. -
Ross Belland = Roosevelt
Kim Spencer - Southwest
Roy Robinson - Edison
Greg Dungan - Henry
Mary Mennenger - North
Kristine Carlson - Roosevelt
Brad Johnson - Roosevelt.

Progress continues on the self-guiding brochures being prepared
by Park Horticulturist Mary Maguire Lerman.

The GARDEN has recovered quite rapidly from the devastation of the elm & oak
diseases. The control of the rampant sumac in the Prairie Garden is also showing
goed results.

At the close of the meeting Minneapolis Park Superintendent Charles Spears
brought personal and Park greetings to the FRIENDS.

The 1979-80 Board of Directors of the FRIENDS elected at this meeting is:

Mr. John Murtfeldt-president Mrs. Moana Beim

Mrs. Mildred Olson-vice president Mr. Robert Dassett, Jr.
Mrs. Carolyn Price-treasurer Mr. Alexander Dean

Mrs. Jean Chamberlain-secretary Mrs. Kaye Faragher

Mr. Lynn Deweese-editor Dr. Marian Grimes

Mr. Ken Avery-curator Ms. Lynne Holman

Mr. Walter Lehnert

TREASURER'S ADDRESS: Mrs. Carolyn Price, 350 Margaret Circle, Wayzata, 55391.

EDITORS' NEW ADDRESS: Mr. & Mrs. Lynn Deweese, 3332 Emerson Ave. So.,Mpls 55408.
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SPECIAL THANKS TO: Bruce and Jane Hooper, retiring treasurers, who have served
the FRIENDS well as treasurers and board members. . .

Alexander Dean, retiring president, who has capably filled that chair since
1976. He will continue to serve the FRIENDS as a Board Member.

This year's nominating committee: Alex Dean, Jane & Bruce Hooper, & Dr. Marian
Grimes.

This year's annual-meeting hostesses: Marjorie Dean and Jane Hooper.
And all the VOLUNTEERS and friends who have helped make this GARDEN what it is.

PRESIDENTIAL THOUGHTS: Hello! T hope all of you are having a great summer.
We've had some pretty wild weather and the heat has been rough. I'm really
glad to be serving this year as our society's President and look forward to
helping preserve our small piece of wild land.

In order to introduce myself, I'd like to tell you about a few of our current
gardening adventures. My wife, Linda, and our two children, Ryan 3, and Krista 6,
have been working hard this Spring and Summer in our Wild Flower Nursery. We're
hoping this year to propagate many wild flowers from seed. The easiest ones

are Jack-In-the-Pulpit, Trillium, May-Apple, Columbine, and Jacob's Ladder.

We've just finished planting a fairly large area on our property into a short
grass prairie (about 12" high). We obtained the seed and many of the plants
from Ron Bowen of PRAIRIE RESTORATIONS in Princeton, Mn. The grass consists of
Little Blue Stem and Blue Gramma. Some of the flowers are Harebell, Butter-
fly Weed, Birdsfoot Violet, Prairie Phlox, Pasque Flower and Alum-Root. Now
all we need is a small herd of Buffalo!

We have a sunny prairie area at Eloise Butler. It might be a good idea this
year to inventory the grasses and plants we have there and work to develop a
truly native short and long grass prairie.

I look forward to the coming year - SEE YOU AT THE GARDEN!

John Murtfeldt, president

VOLUNTEER NEWS: The Board hosted a picnic for our many loyal volunteers on
June 16th. Unfortunately the weather truly tried everyone's mettle. In the
midst of driving rain and tornadic winds a small group of very loyal FRIENDS
assembled for a rolicking good time. An excellent feast was prepared by
Marjorie Dean and Jane Hooper . . . and enjoyed by all. To the many volunteers
whose intelligent caution kept them from joining our merry group - the BOARD
does truly appreciate your hours of dedication in keeping the Martha Crone
Shelter open during the season. Thank you each ! Thank you all !

ELM WATCH: 1In 1978 Minneapolis lost 20,817 elms to Dutch Elm disease; the loss
in 1979 is predicted at about 15,000 by Dr. Jack Barger, research entomologist
for the U. S. Forest Service and by Mr. David DeVoto, director of forestry for
the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board.
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CURATOR'S COMMENTS: I saw a man picking up rocks the other day. He was a slim
man, wearing a suit and carrying a brief case. When I came upon him picking up
rocks, he had an expression on his face as though I had caught him at something.
I know now what he was doing and why he was picking up the rocks ---it is one

of the strangest things that has happened around here since I have been at the
Garden. In early May, I saw him in the swamp behind the GARDEN, appearing to be
hiding behind a tree. About a week later I saw him in the same vicinity, very
busy at something. I saw him there several times. Finally one day when he wasn't
around, I remembered him and I went over to see what he had been doing. What

he was doing was husbanding the world. Along the bank where water seeps out of
the ground, he had gouged a small gully from one of the sources of water toward
the brook that flows through the swamp. He had covered the bottom with flat
rocks and used others to form sides to this channel. He had covered it with a
sheet of rusty metal and then paved the area around it with sticks. It was

(and is) very neat.

Over the years, a few people have used this area (which is not in the GARDEN
itself) as o refuge from a too complicated world. Mrs. Crone told of a man
who had dug a cave out of the side of a hill and lived there for some time,
During the last ten or so years the area has become so popular and crowded that I
thought those days of refuge were over, but now that I've seen the thin man
picking up rock, I'm glad to see we can still find room for everyone.

Kenneth Avery, curator

T LT T T T e T P T P P PR P PP P e PP P P PE T P P P e S P PR S )
A CONVERSATION WITH CHARLES SPEARS -MPLS. PARKS SUPERINTENDENT 7/13/79

What do you see as the major strengths of the Minneapolis Park System?

The major strength is the legacy that has been left us by previous park
boards and superintendents in providing both open spaces and recreational
facilities for now and the future. Minneapolis has done an excellent job;
in fact, I think it is the finest park system in the United States - because
of the lakes, parkways, bikeways, and natural areas such as the Eloise Butler
Wild Flower area at Theodore Wirth Park, the Robert's Bird Sanctuary area at
Lake Harriet, and the Diamond Lake area where plans of establishing nature
trails around the lake by 1981 are under way.

What do you see as the major weaknesses of the Park System?

Well, I don't see the weaknesses as being in the System as much as I see
financial problems in the future. System-wise, we have property and buildings
to do many things - but programming and peoples' needs are changing fast. But
it will change even more dramatically in the next few years due to the gasoline
and energy shortages. It is already happening. People will be staying home
more and taking shorter trips. They will be home more weekends, seeking more
family recreation, more programming, more classes. They will be here to be .
served more - both city and suburban people. Regional parks will be used more
than the state and national parks.

What moves are now being made to cooperate with suburban and county parks?

We are in process now of having meetings with the Hennepin County Park
Reserve system, and are trying to plan together so that our cross country
walking and biking trails from the city will tie into county and
suburban extensions. For instance, the Shingle Creek system will tie in with
one that is being built by Brooklyn Center and the Hennepin County Reserve
system. This linking of the city with the suburbs by bicycle paths will be
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increasingly important es bicycles become a more important mode of transpor-
tation for some people in the future., But there must be proper planning

and co-ordination of thess trails so they do not too often dead end at city
boundaries. The regional park system idea is also being studied through the
Metropolitan Planning Council which includes Ramsey and other metro counties
as well as Hennepin.

Knowing the speocial bias of the FRIENDS, what do you ses as the place of the
Eloise Garden in the park system 7

I see it as a very important function, Where else can city youngsters who
possibly cannot afford to go to other places find the native plants. I think
it is important that they have a place such as your GARDEN, or the Diamond
Lake area, or the refuge at Lake Harriet, or getting back into some other
areas that arecnot mowed so completely., In fact, we are looking at the
possibility that we may be mowing too much. Maybe there are places we should
not mow to encourage more wild life, for habitat and also maybe to save some
mONey,

Db you ses some changes that would be desirsable at ELOISE ?

I would be opan to ideas from peopls such as the FRIENDS, who are activs in
that area, and would be guided by what they fsel because they have been
around it for some time, I think I would like to sse a somewhat more active
program for the inner-city youth, with perhaps a trained person, or persons,
to help with guided walks and the development of wild life appreciation.
Staffing and transportation costs have perhaps held back this development.
We are starting that sort of programming in the Diamond Lake area , using
our own staff = our horticulturist, Mary Maguire Lerman, and our new
environmentalist, Mike Ryan,

What role do you see the FRIENDS having ?

I see it as one of continuing protection of the area, Without it where would
the CGARDEN's voice come from., Thers have bsen periods when lobbying was the
only thing the FRIENDS represented. That is one of their strengths. Also,

I would like them to work up special projects that might take certain amounts
of money not available from the Park's budget and be active in raising the
money.

The GARIEN is a wonderful place, it makes you feel far away from the city.

(This conversation will be continued in the Autumn GENTIAN,)
B oo oo O O koo R A B o ok R o R ok bk

BEN WRIGHT, the PARKS new development officer has activated the Minneapolis
Parks Foundation to receive and generzte gifts and grants for the Minneapolis
Park and Recreation Board. Ben has undertaken to develop an inventory of
needs and a list of potential grantore and sponsors. He wants to hear from
anyone who can suggest facilities, programs, supplies, or services needed by
the park system. He also would like suggestions of individuals or groups
whormight be a potential donor or sponsor of that project. Garden Clubse,
Neighborhood Groups, Civie and Fraternal organizations could all help keep
our Parks outstanding by giving time, energy or money to some pet arsa, If
you have any suggostions send them to

Ben Wright, development officer

310 S, Fourth Av,

Mpls, MN 55415
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SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS:

DAVID LORENZ - Augsburg, class of 1979 - has assisted in mounting plant
specimens and organizing the specimen collections, including sorting an

old and very large collection of algae and vascular plants from New Zealand
and the South Pacific, and preparing a computer program for recording the
specimen collections. He has worked part time with the U. S. Geological
Survey in their water resources program. He plans graduate work in Botany.
Selected by Robert K. Lammers, Asst. Professor, Biology.

JANELLE S. BRAUN -Hamline, class of 1979 - major in Environmental Studies.
She will be doing graduate study in Horticulture at the U. of M. Selected
by Ellis J. Wyatt, Chairman, Dept. of Biology.

ELLEN PREDIGER - Macalester, class of 1981 - major in Biology and Environmental
Studies. She has served an Internship at the Wood Lake Nature Center.
Selected by Eddie P. Hill, Chairman, Dept. of Biology.

TERESA KRENZ - St. Catherine - She will do graduate work in environmental
studies, is a member of Beta Beta Beta - Honorary Biology Society.
Selected by Sister Esperance Wittry.

NANCY M. STACKEN - St. Thomas, class of 1981 - major in Psychology. She has
served as a Greenhouse Assistant at the college and has assisted with
planting and maintenance of the extensive flower beds throughout the campus.
This summer she is working at Carver Park. Selected by Paul J. Germann,
Professor, Biology.

(These were $100 cash grants of recognition and were without restriction on use.)

ROSS BELLAND - Roosevelt High - $100 to attend the National Leadership Conference
(FFA) in Washington, D. C., June 11-16, 1979,

KIM SPENCER - Southwest High - $100 to attend the National Leadership Conference
(FFA) in Washington, D.C., June 11-17, 1979.

ROY ROBINSON -Edison High - $50 for completion of a study for the establishment
of the Natural Resources aquatic area at the Agri-Business Vocational
Center.

GREG DUNGAN -Henry High - $50 to research and establish a song bird sanctuary
at the Agri-Business Vocational Center.

MARY MENNENGA - North High - $50 to research and establish a prairie ecosystem
for the Agri-Business Vocational Center.

FRISTINE CARLSON - Roosevelt High - $50 to research and establish a wildflower
area for the Agri-Business Vocational Center.

BRAD JOHNSON - Roosevelt High - $50 to research and establish plantings of
native Minnesota trees and shrubs in the Natural Resources area of the Zgri-
Business Vocational Center.

(These students were selected and will be supervised by Dr. Norman L. Busse
of the Minneapolis Public Schools.)
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BUTTERFLY WEED: Asclepias tuberosa (Milkweed Family) - One of the loveliest

and most exciting of all wildflowers. The startling deep-orange tones stand out

in the meadows and on banks where it flourishes. A most sociable plant, for it

is attractive to countless butterflies of all sorts, colors and sizes. Each floret
has both sharply reflexed petals and upright petals. The florets are grouped together
into a great head of bloom. In fall, graceful slender pods burst open to float the seeds
far and wide.

color; YELLOW or ORANGE

height: 1 to 3 feet

blooming season: SUMMER

location: dry fields, meadows, roadsides. - always in full sun

soil: light, dry, sandy or gravelly

transplanting time: SPRING or FALL; only young plants transplant well

propagation: Seed, planted in fall.

GREEN THEMES: 12:15 p.m., room 216, Mpls Public Library, 300 Nicollet Mall, FREE
A series of gardening talks offered on Wednesdays by Horticulturist, Mary Lerman.
Aug. 8; PREPARATION "L'" (fall lawn care)

Aug. 29; CLEANING OUT THE LAMB'S QUARTERS (garden weed identification)

Sept. 12; HERBAN RENEWAL (growing and preserving herbs)

Sept. 26; A BITTERSWEET TALE (gathering dried plant materlals)

INTERPRETIVE PROGRAMS OF THE SUMMER MOON, Hennepin County Park Reserve District.

EASTMAN NATURE CENTER, Elm Creek Park Reserve, 425-2324, times vary.

Sun. Aug 12 - NATURE'S RECYCLERS & ALL THAT ROT (the world of mushrooms and other
spongy fungi)

Sun. Aug 26 - I'LL DYE-IT TOMORROW, NATURALLY . (demonstrations and display
of natural dyes)

Sat. Sept 1 - SHORE BIRDS AT SUNSET (see shore birds and other evening species
on this twilight hike)

LOWRY NATURE CENTER, Carver Park Reserve, 472-4911, times vary

Sun. Aug 5 - MORNING BIRD WALK (food and hot drinks available along with the
birds
EVENING RAMBLES (owls, night singing insects and birds, skunks,
squirrels, raccoons, deer, etc. Bring binoculars)

Sun. Aug 19 - THE JOY OF WEEDS (spice up your meals with wild foods. Collect
and prepare sample dishes)

Sun. Sept 2 - SHOREBIRDS AND MUDFLATS (visit the Shorebird Sanctuary to see
wading birds and waterfowl. Bring binoculars and/or scopes)

RICHARDSON NATURE CENTER, Hyland Lake Park Reserve, 941-7993, times vary
Sat. Aug 18 - BEILY-HIGH IN BLUESTEM (rub elbows with the prairie - watch for
Kingbirds, Gophers and Blazing Stars)

Sat. Aug 25 - EARLY BIRD WALK (beat the heat and join us for an early bird walk)

Sun. Aug 26 - WATERMELONS AND WILDFLOWERS (bring the family and enjoy the sweetness
of summer wildflowers and watermelons) FEE

Sun. Sept 9 - FORAGING FOR WILD FOODS (learn how to gather and prepare the wild
harvest)

L o e Ty T e T e T e e T T
FRIENDS OF THE WILD FLOWER GARDEN, INC. membership categories:

active $5.00 make all remittances to:
sustainer $10.00 Mrs. Caroline R. Price
sponsor $25.00 350 Margaret Circle
builder $100.00 Wayzata, Minnesota, 55391

benefactor $200.00

all dues are tax deductible - classifications carry equal privileges



