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SPRINGTIME

' As the sun mounts higher tuward the zenith we are reminded
ithat the earth will soon change its winter coat for the beautiful

F The flowers and birds return in the spring without benefit

| af calendar to tell them.

| Althe Aprils weather is uncertain there can be balmy fragrant
; days, the kind that delight us. The snow drifis are not wholly

| the plants.

April is the month of unfolding leaves and the treasures of

early wild flowers.,

It geemsg strange that so many of the first flowers to bloom=-
when there is still danger of frost and snow= are the dainty, fragile varieties.
The Dwarf or Snow Trillium which is only a few inches tall and a miniature of
the later Large-flowered Trillium, blooms first in the sweet seclusion of shel-
tered glens.

Yet a wise precaution is taken by many of the firstlings against the chilly
nights by folding up their blossoms when evening shadows fall.

Among others to quickly follow are Spring Beauty, Bloodroot, Anemones and
on the hillside garden a multitude of Hepaticas in shades of blue, purple and
pink forming a beautiful tapestry of color. In every nook and cranny are violets
of yellow, white, blue and purple,

Soon these eerly arrivals are followed by countless others and day by day
we £ind more and more of the sweetest treasures~the spring wild flowers-

Thoreau remarked- "No mortai is alert enough to be present at the first
dawn of springt.
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STRANGE AS IT MAY SEEM

Sweet Potato (Ipomsea Batatas) belongs to the Morning-glory family.
Spinach, (Spinacia oleracsa) as well as Swiss Chard are of the Goosefoot family.
Potato, (Solanum tuberosum) also Eggplant and Jerusalem-cherry belong to the
nghtshade Tamily.

Rhubarb (Rheum Rhaponticum) of the Buckwheat family and Radish of the
Mustard family. The Onicn is a member of the 1lily family and Okra of the Mallow
family,
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File this issue with the others in your "FRINGED GENTIAN® green cover,



April 1954
(6)

SEED GERMINATION

From personal experiences of the Curator of the Wild Flower Garden,

The effort is well worth while to raise some of our most dependable wild
flowers from seeds. This will help to alleviate the depletion of many of our
varieties still growing under natural conditions.

Altho it is best in most instances to plant seeds in the fall soon after
ripening, spring planting also has its advantages—= less loss in seeds being
found by mice, birds etec.,

Dig up an area, rake fine and then smooth. Sow seeds and cover with fine
goil, If necessary add rich soil or leef mcld to the bed.

Virginia Bluebell (Mertensia) grows very easlly and will self sow when
once started. It requires moisture in the spring and shade in summer at which
time the plants completely disappear, The one leaf of the seedlings soon

wither, but reappear the next spring to bloom,

Blue Phlox, Columbine and Voilets can be planted in areas where +he.fy are
to remain,

Yellow Iris does well in seed beds and set out later to moist places.

The lovely Crested Iris likes shade and a gentle slope.

Jeck=in-the-pulpit and Bloodroot generally require two years for germina=
tion, as well as Dutchman's Breeches.

Red Cardinal germinates in a few weeks and if seedlings are set out in
moist areas the plants become much taller than if grown in garden borders.

Blazing Star, Indian Pink, Butterfly-flower and Blue Indigo require open
sunny places and can be planted directly where they are te remain.

The Large-flowered Trillium takes from 2 to 3 years to germinate and from
5 to 7 years to arrive at the blooming stage, perhaps a littie more discourag-
ing yet worth a trial.

Dependable seeds can be obtained from Rex D. Pearce, Moorestown; N. J.,
and £laude A. Barr, Smithwick, So. Dak. Send for their catalogs.

Whenever possible the Curator of the garden will gather certain seeds upon
request,
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BIRD NOTES

Very characteristic of the early days of reviving nature is the cong-ker-
ee = of the Red-winged Blackbird, coming from the swamp on clear warm mornings
when the air is balmy with the breath of the south wind and the fragrance of the
moist earth.

During April the last of the winter bird visitors are departing for their
northern homes, leaving the year-round residents to begin nesting., These soon
will be joined by the advance guard of those who in the autumn retreated only
a little ways south, Their sweet warblings seem to be set to the music of the
gentle April rain.

By May the northward migration is at its height and what a great measure
of satisfaction and delight to be abie to identify the many species by their
melodious songs. The medley of varied notes at this time is an expression of
their eagerness to start their nest building.
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VISIT THE GARDEN

A visit to the Wild Flower Garden in spring
opportunity to see and enjoy within a short ©i
all parts of the state as well as from other

There is no fixed or formal order, |
in May always present the unexpsected,

June lays claim to the blooming o
Lady‘s=slipper, (Cypripedium reg*nae)a

This magnificent orchid with its 1 te and purple pouches is consid-
ered the most beautiful of the L@dyﬂﬁnpj rpers, It sometimes is called the
queen of American Wild Flowers. I1ts inc abie charm regales the garden with
exquisite splendor, _

The wonder of it never wanes, 1o
lose a part of the spring. The largest
blogsoms last year,

A visit to the garden at this time should be an adventure long to be
remembered,

highly recommended. The
wers grouped together from

of early flowers bleoming

P

the Minnesots State Flower, the Sho

werd ﬂg season sedus almost to
7 in the garden numbered over 300
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"1 have come from the
From the fragrant sol

Waldo Emerson
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_ANNUATL, MEETING

wer Garden, Incorporated,

The annual meeting of friends of the Wilid Flower
1% 2e 2318 Chestnut Ave., Minneapolis,

was held Tuesday, Jan. 5, 1954, at its off:
Minn. at 2:30 p.m,

Officers who were re-elected are as follows: (iinton M, Odell, president;
Donald C. Dayotn, vice president; and Mrs. Carrcil Binder, vice president.
Mrs, Martha E. Crone was elected secre+axy=+raasu_vbo

Elected to the board of directors wers Mrs. Elizabeth Donaldson Carpenter
and Carl Rawson. Renamed directors were Earle Brown, Leonard Ramberg, Mrs,
Clarence Tolg and Russell Bennett,

Reports were given showing that all affairs are in good order, and that
the membership has grown to 176,
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DID YOU KNOW

That Citronella (Collinsonia canadensis) of the mint family is another
plant that has many common names. Its one scientific name definitely indent-
ifies it.

Some of the common names are = Rich .
grass, Horse-weed, Knob-week, Ox<balm, Hﬂ aim and FuLllnson's-flcwero

It grows native from QuebEﬁ to On?afau outh to Florida and westward,

This erect branched perennial iz well sstablished in the Wild Flower
Garden. The yellow, lemon=scented fiocwers appear in October and bloom until
frost. O0il of Citronella is not derived from this plant.

Stone=root, Knob=root, Knob-
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BURSTING BUDS

A swelling bud is food for the fanay. Some buds begin to glow as they
start to swell. The bud scales change color and become z delicate rose-pink.
This is very outstanding in the Ohio Buckeye, Red Maple and Basswood.

The tassels of Alder, Birch and Hazel hang ready for the spring awskening.
Hepaticas are still tightly wrapped in their furry mantles and the dainty Blood-
root will soon throw her pale-green wrap aside. The tiny embryo of flower seeds
that have been buried in the ground all winter, now bids its time, and soon the
gigns of life renewed will be manifested evarywhere,
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"Does spring hide its joy
When buds and blossoms grow?

From Earth's Answer by
William Blake
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PLANTING SUGGESTION

If your planting area allows, it would be interesting to plant a few seeds
of Golden Seal (Hydrastis canadensis) Crowfoot family and Ginseng (Panax quin-
quefolium).

Seeds of both require 20 months for germinaticn. If planted in the fall
soon after the seeds are ripe they will come up the second spring.

Ginseng is a native perennial 12 to 20 inches high, formerly abundant in
shady woods but now practically exterminated. Its fleshy taproot was supposed
to contain medicinal qualities, however the medicinal virtues are entirely
imaginary.

Golden Seal is alsc a perennial, & to 12 inches tall; the inconspicuous
greenish white flowers maturing to attractive red raspberry-like fruit. The
root is bright yellow and contains true medicinal principles.
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REMINDER

Calling attention to the Spring Membership Drive., Every new $3.00 mem-
bership rewards you with the volume "Wildlife in Color"™ by Roger Tory Peter-
son, A $10.00 membership with "Wild Flowers for your Garden"™ by Helen S.
Hull, This offer is extended to our memberz for a limited time only.

e 363 B 333 W 0 I I I N W R I WA I NN

A list of reliable nurseries handling wild flower plants can be obtained
from the Curator at the garden.

Official publication of "The Friends of the Wild Flower Garden", issued
guarterly.,

Martha E. Crone = Editor
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