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The 1982 recipients of the FRIENDS' study grants were
announced by Bob Dasset, They are:

Barb Dabrowski = Roosevelt High $100
Vernon Bernard - Roosevelt High $100
Toni Howell - Augsburg College $150
Melanie Barker - Bethel College $150

Katharine Marsden-Hamline University $150
Kathryn Andrews - Macalester College $150

Mary Swifka - College of St, Catherine $150
Dolores Mahgrak- Collegé of St. Thomas $150
Audubon Society $320
Two AFS grants $200

The committee was: Bob Dassett, Bob Price, Betty Bryan,
and Susan Warde,

The 30th anniversary of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc. was noted at
the annual meeting on May 22 at the Martha Crone Shelter by the reading of a poem
written by Betty Bridgeman to commemorate this event,

Several past-presidents of the FRIENDS were on hand to carry us back over the events
in the Garden's history, Kenneth Avery, our fifth president, spoke of his experiences
in first working with Martha Crone and then later replacing her as gardener, Cay
Faragher, sixth president, spoke of the decisions involved in planning and building
the shelter. Bob Dassett, seventh president, covered the years immediately following
the shelter's completion, Alex Dean, ninth president, discussed the changes in the
garden prompted by the spread of Dutch-elm disease, the initiation of planning for

the self-guiding tour of the Garden and the first of the FRIENDS' study grants,

Lynn Deweese, eleventh president, finished the reminiscences by bringing us up to
1982,

Three other past-presidents were represented by letters, Walter Lehnert, our third
president, extended greetings to us through a letter from his wife, Moana Beim,

our eighth president, sent greetings and memories from her years of service (See

Page 3 of this FRINGED GENTIAN), but also recalled the years when her father, Clinton
Odell, our first president, worked with Martha Crone in establishing the FRIENDS

to assist in the preservation of the ELOISE BUTLER WILDFLOWER AND BIRD SANCTUARY.

Greetings to the FRIENDS from the Park Board were brought by Commissioner Patricia
Baker on behalf of President Patricia Hillmeyer and the other commisgsioners,

A plaque on which to record significant gifts and memorials to the Garden was pre-
sented in memory of Mrs, Lydia Eliason by her friends and daughter, The committee
was: Caroline Price, Cindy Berg and Ruth Eliason,
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The 1982-1983 Board of Directors of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc.
was elected at this meeting. They are:

Caroline Price, president Marie Demler, volunteer coordinator
Patricia Thomesen, vice-president Lynn Deweese, editor

Elizabeth Bryan, secretary . Cindy Berg

Doris Larson, treasurer Betty Bridgeman

Robert Dassett Janet O'Leary

Emil Elftmann
The Nominating Committee was: Ken Avery, Bob Dassett, and Lynn Deweese.

The committee for the annual meeting was: Marie Demler, Doris Larson, and Caroline
Price. Our thanks to them for an enjoyable event,

TO EVERYTHING THERE IS A SEASON: The FRIENDS have been saddened this year by the
deaths of two of our founders. During the winter Russell Bennet died. He had been
a loyal supporter through our entire twenty-five years first as a founder, then as
a FRIEND. Since our annual meeting, our third president, Walter Lehnert, died.
Fittingly, at the time of his death a showy-lady's slipper that he had planted and
tended in his yerd was in bloom. His wife, Mary, thoughtfully placed this on a
stand near his casket, We will truly miss both of these men. They have given us
much. Our sincerest sympathies are extended to their wives and children.

WELCOME: Caroline Price, our new president, has served us for the past three years
as treasurer, Prior to that she and her husband, Bob, have served as shelter volun-
teers and have performed numerous other services for us. We all look forward to

her leadership. Congratulations, Caroline,

VOLUNTEERS: Once more Marie Demler, this time assisted by Natalie Adler, has
assembled a loyal group of volunteers to staff the Martha Crene Shelter this
season. Our thanks and appreciation to each of them.

Elizabeth Abbott Doris Larson Merna Quam
Natalie Adler Doris Lindahl William Quam
Betty Bridgeman Billie Mangold Mary Sandall
Carol Brunsgaard Mary Marohnic Bob Sandall
Betty Bryan Charles McCloud Shirley Schultz
Wilson Curtis Susan Meyers Karen Shanberg
Helen Curtis Janet O'Leary Joyce Smeby
Joel Critzer Catherine Ordner Dawn Spraungel
Mary Daughenbaugh Julie Orth Jean Stillwell
Emil Elftmann David Peterson Fran Tesarek
Shirley Hoff Doris Peterson Pat Thomesen
Julie Kaplan Mary Jean Port Dorothy Vigness
Ann Kessen Janet Pree Arline Whitehead

SPECIAL THANKS: The FRIENDS are grateful to acknowledge the receipt of $100 member-
ship gifts from the Lake Minnetonka Garden Club and from Mrs, C, M, Case. All
‘membership fees benefit the purpose of the Garden, but in the present situation, the
Builder and Benefactor categories are especially needed.

GARDEN HISTORY: Wirth Park was acquired in 1889 with the purchase of 60 acres near
Birch Pond. Since that time, Wirth Park has grown to 750 acres to become the largest
park in the Minneapolis system., Wirth Park features two golf courses, picnic and
beach facilities, lighted cross-country ski trails and acres of natural scenic beauty.

Originally called Glenwood Park, Wirth Park received its current name in honor of
Park Superintendent Theodore Wirth, It was during Mr. Wirth's administration (1906
to 1935) that the majority of land was acquired and facility development was achieved.
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GARDEN HISTORY: (Cont'd)

In 1907, 25 acres were set aside as a natural botanical garden and bird sanctuary,
Named for its first curator, Eloise Butler, it is noted for one of the finest
collections of native plant materials in the country,

(Text for interpretive signs in Theodore Wirth Park - 1982)
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Mrs. R. N, Beim
6566 France Ave, S. #510
Mpls., MN 55435

May 22, 1982

Dear friends and members,

How I wish I could be with you all today. There is so much I would love to tell
you. You see, my father, Clinton Odell was the founder and first president of "The
Friends''. And before that he had been a botany student of Eloise Butler's at old
Central High School. They became good friends and he worked here with her, as a
volunteer, until she passed away.

As a little girl I well remember coming out here on week-ends to help pull
weeds and clear new pathways that were just being mapped at that time, And
Dad hired his own summer laborers to do the heavy work involved. There was no need
then to do more than ask his good friend, the Minneapolis Park Superintendent, Theodore
Wirth, what he thought of the idea. Mr Wirth was delighted and the work went forward.

Well, I grew up, and soon had a family of my own. Before long I became a
Girl Scout Leader and loved bringing my troop of eager-to-learn little girls out here
to Martha Crone. Her love of the Garden and keen interest in teaching was a great
inspiration to us all. As birds too were of special interest to her she had, in the fall
and winter months, collected a wide wariety of bird nests which she kept on display in
the little cabin. What joy it was to see her gently cradle the tiny hummingbird nest in
her hand, explaining its structure to the children. And then the wonder of seeing the
tiny creatures themselves! They arrived promptly each May 15th and Martha kept a
vial of sugar water outside the cabin window so all could watch them feed close at hand.

By the 1940's the garden had expanded to include the upland prairie area. Charles
Doell was the new Park Superintendent. He and my father became great friends and
the relationship proved mutually beneficial. And when it seemed wise to fence in the
upland area Dad did that too.

But by 1952 it became obvious that the area needed many more friends and
volunteers. And so "The Friends of the Wildflower Garden' was formed and incorporated.
There were several illustrious businessmen on that first board of directors. And all of
them, as a private group of citizens, were keenly interested in supporting the Minneapolis
Park Board, with their own funds, in the maintenance and protection of this unique
area, The rest is history to you all now.

What wonderful people we have had down through the years, giving so generously
of their time, interest, and support. Among the outstanding, Cay Faragher,who
conceived of this present shelter and brought it through to completion in her years as
president. And when the building was completed and furnished it was presented as a
gift to the City of Minneapolis.
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(Cont'd from page 3)

But there was still much to be done, My great desire as president was to lay out
a new and practical pathway leading from the main gate down to the shelter. The
original path plunged straight down the hill, It was steep and narrow and a real hazard,
full of potholes and roots. I longed for a more serene approach and envisioned a wide
and gently winding pathway on which two could walk side by side, enjoying the sights
and sounds of the woods. The Park Board helped us lay out its route, and the present
path is the result., They did all the rough bulldozing. And then Ken Avery and I and
my brother, Leonard Odell, pushed it along to completion. It took long hours and a lot
of labor, mostly on Ken's part., Its cost was funded about equally by the Park Board
and the Friends. DBut its gentle approach and beauty has been proving its worth
ever since,

How we all have loved this little gem in the heart of our great city. The whole
thrust and desire of everyone concerned has been to preserve its original timeless
beauty for future generations. Started as a place to study and preserve plant life
indigenous to our area, it has become also a quiet sanctuary which has brought serenity
and peace to countless thousands. May our future citizens give it the same loving care.

With warmest greetings to you all,

(Signed) Moana Beim

FRIENDS OF THE WILDFLOWER GARDEN, INC,
Membership categories:

Active $5.00 Make all remittances to:
Sustainer 10.00 Mrs. Doris S. Larson, Treasurer
Sponsor 25.00 Box 66

Builder 100,00 Chanhassen, MN 55317

Benefactor 200,00

All membership categories carry the same privileges.
All dues are tax deductible,



