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ODE
FOR THE 275 MEMBERS OF

FzuENDS OF ELOISB BUTLER WILD FLOWER AND BIRD SANCTUARY ,'
ON THE OCCASION OP THEIR 3OTH ANNIVERSARY _

AND THB 75TH
OF TIIE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE GARDEN

by Bery Bridgrn an

These people:' let me present drem
Morher Narure sent thern
into $ris world of Real Esrate,
oI too -Li nl e -carlng- too-l ate,

of weed-eradicator promodon ,
pardcul.ares and po llu cion,
of mopeds and snowmobiles.

They tate care
Iest the forest floor be rrodden bare,
and dte prairie rracked and packed by RV wheels.

These peopie are fervently, ecstatically, passionately, irracionally,
obsesslvely, fiercely, mitiu.ntly, unequivocably, irreversibly,
non-negociably, one thousand per cent

in favor of wild flowers,
No paIIid senEiment,

no live -and-l er-Iive tolerarion,
no 'Make-it-iJ-you - car -but first comes access . *d . .gg5|g.,,

Friends say to them ,
"Whatl You're volunteering on behalf of wortHess weeds

nobody needs?
Think what beaudful homea would fill the scene

ia &at ravine I

Think of the expanse of lawn
When the cluner is gone I

The happy homeowners out with their mowers
and snow-blowerg,

Their dandelion -diggers 
-Sales in eix figgers I ,,

These people care all rhe more
for seed aad spore

because at 45o laritude and above
they have a short season for *reir love.
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Here, flowers are few ,

They count three Bridsh Soldiers, one Sundew.
Compared with the orchid riot

Of steamy jungle, hese woods are quiet.
One Ca.lopogon is a summer when they sPy it.

The hrck-eye dapples
a spread of May-apples
and imparts a glow

they bask tn wheo it's twenty-five below .
A high holfday of treir year :

when Sho*y Lady-sllppers appear,
when dre gooseberry is riPe
or they firld an lndian PiPe.

These benefactors
would lie down ln front of tractors
!o save a vi rgin parch of prairie

or a bird sanctuary.
They scorm the legislaore

to keep one marshland safe for naElre .

They ask for grants
To bully bull-dozers and tescue pitcher plants.
A soft cry of delight will pass
from their lips when Ken mencions Blue-eyed Grass.
It brings a flush to d:eir cheeks, and stepped-up pulse
to dxink that Ken would label any flower "false. "

They want our ditches
filled witr Dutchmen's Britches .

TheY scold
' pluckers of Marsfr Marigold.

They won't pull a stalk
of Sparterdock ,

BeEter not injure
BIoise 's Ginger.
Their efforts won'c slacken
for hillsides of Bracken ,

They dote on the woollen
sralks of Mulleia.
They're ready to chamPion
Bladder Cam pion,
and keep thirgs from getting worse

, for Shepherd's Purse.
They won't ler Boneset
rlde off lnto the sunset,

They enshrine Eloise h:tler.
No Park Board budget-cut ca! scuEde her. more --

Sumner ]982 THE TRINGED GENTIAI page 2



ODB, ELOISB zuTLER, BY BBTTY BRIDGMAN, page 3

They hrow dme will tell
our city's debt to Clinton Odell,
and they 1l make known
rhe long devorion of Martha Crone,
the bravery and slavery
of Kenneti E. Avery,

and his side-kick,
Dick Wick,

Kay Faragher's amazing
shelter-fund- rai sing.

It's high dme
we salute Moana Beim;
and those wich effort and intelligence
who keep up tle fence, and the defense.

Eloise, you of the trowel and du-ff-stained knees,
you'd have loved krowing sucb as these ,

The garden rhat was all yours
endures.

From wood-chip patlrs and ostrich -fern -lined ways
rises our prai se .

END

copyrlght, 1982 ' Betty Bridgnan

FRIENDS OF TIIE WILDFLOWER GARDEI{ ' INC.
Membershlp cateSories :

Actlve $ 5.oO Make al'I reBlttances to :

Sustalner 10.00 Mrs' Dorls S' Larson' treasurer
sponlor 25'00 Box 66

Butl,tler loo'oo Chanhassen' MN 5'3L'(
Benefactor 2oo ' oo

ALL menbership categories carry the s ane privileges'
AlI dues are tax deductlble.
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PRESIDEN?'S CoMMENTS : Stnce our annu&1, neetlng ln May, the transltlon ofolflcers has gone smoothly and I an prlvileged and happy to serve as your
President this year. rt 1s a dlBtlnct pJ.easure to represent the Frlends of the
Ulld f'1over Garden, an organizatlon united and de<llcated ln lts prlmary purpose
- that of the preservatlon and betternent of our beloved Elolse Butler !{1kl F}over
Garden. As most of you knov the Frlends enters its 31st year as an organized group
ln I9B2 and it 1s ny earnest aleslre that ve, officers end dlrectors, carry on 1n
the fine tradltlon establlshed by our predecessors pf by-gone years.

Because of so uruch loyar support from our membershlp ve contlnue to find lt poseJtle
to fund proJects that are helpfuL and deslrable for the garden. Current plans lnclude
the installation of a tetephone ansverlng device for the shelter phone to be e'ctlvsted
rhen volunteers are not on duty. This vl11 free our park Board staffers, Ken Avery
and Dlck wlck, for ongolng and lmportant vork ln the garden, vhile the devlce ansvere
telephone inqulrles vtth an approprlate record.ed Eessage. Also planned ls the
acqulsltlon of a vood chlpping Eachlne for use ln the fell to conyert brush lnto
cover for the paths,

A recent vlsit to the North Shore dlvu.].ges cooperatlve effort betveen a group of
lnterested cltlzens 8nd the UDlted States Forest Service. the West End Gardenclub
of Lutsen i.s vorklng vlth the Forest Servlce to establlsh a self-guldetl vildflover
identlficatlon tour on the Oberg Mountain Trait ln the forest betveen Tofte and
Lutsen. The concept lncLudes ldentlfying lnfornatlon on about 30 vlldflovers found
along the tra11 t.lth nalkers and printed brochures. Thig ls a prlne exaltple of
beneflclent results steDnlng frorn cooperation betrreen the prlvate sector end
governrnent vhlch ls so beautlfully exenpllfled by the rel-atlonshlp enJoyed over the
past 30 years betveen the Frlends and Mlnneapolis Park and necreatlon Board,
Incldentd-J.y, nembers of the Frlends, BiIl and Beth 31ank, are also rneEbers of
the Lutsen group, the West End Garden CIub. they are former Tsin Cltians vho are
proprletors of Solbaklen Resort at Lutsen.

For nov then, l-et me close vith sincere thanks to our dedicated offlcers and
dlrectors, and to all our memberg for thelr contlnuing fine support.

Carollne Prlce , presldent
Frlends of the Wlld Flover Garden, Inc.

MEI'IOBIALS : lhe Frlends are gratefuL for several nenorlal contrlbutlons vhlch have
been nede ln memory of Ebba W. Tolg (Mrs, CLarence). Mrs. Tolg vas one of our
earllest nenbers. Our thanks to l'{r. & l.{rs. B. L. Russell, Mr, & llrs. Janea Rwsell,
Mr. & Mrs, Frank McDonald, sDd the Golden Vs11ey Garclen CIub.

We a.re aLso grateful for the nenorlal mad.e ln nenory of Jack Roddy. our thsnks to
Krlstln McDougal-I-Jater.

BUILDERS : The Frlend.s appreciate the Bullder contributlons of the Uood-Rlll
t'ounda.tion antl of Edv8.rd l{. Verbarg, Thank you.

CENNTENIAI : I9B3 }IlLl, be the century annlversary of the Uinneapolls Park 8nd
Recreation system, EnJoy your parks I


