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PRESIDENT'S COLUMN by CAROLINE PRICE

After October 31 our Garden gates have remained locked for the winter.
Caretaking, and feeding of wildlife continue. = The ground is late in
freezing this year, and the first blanket of snow has melted.

©ur Board met at the Shelter on October first. We voted to thank
Prudential Insurance Company for reprinting our Garden guidebook —
10,000 copies. Marv Lerman, Co-ordinator of Horticultural Programs
for Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board, reported that the Garden

had 42,000 visitors this year.

We considered a letter from "Friends of the Minnesota Valley." This organization, dating from
August 1982, seeks "to preserve the natural and cultural resources of the Minnesota Valley,
while providing wildlife-oriented education and recreation, and compatible economic opportunity.’
They invite us to contribute toward their projected expense. I have written to assure them of
our commendation and interest, with this reply to their request:

"The Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc., acts solely as a support group to the Minneapolis
Park Board for the betterment and maintenance of Eloise Butler Wild Flower Garden and Bird
Sanctuary located in Wirth Park here in Minneapolis. Available funds are expended for these
purposes.’”  We want Gentian readers to know of this project to assist in completion of the
Minnesota Valley National Wildlife Refuge and Recreation Area. Cathy Marquardt ( phone
894-8439 ) heads their volunteers and could arrange visits to the prairie area at Louisville
Swamp. We encourage our members as individuals to support this development, which will
help to protect 36 miles along the river from Fort Snelling to Jordan, MN. Write to Friends

of the Minnesota Valley, Box 20244, Bloomington MN, 55420.

A FURTHER REQUEST: '"Dear Gardening Enthisiast, " is the salutation of a letter from Friends
of the Institute, auxiliary of The Minneapolis Institute of Arts. They announce a special show,
"Art in Bloom, " at the Institute May 8, 9 and 10, 1984. The Museum of Fine Arts in Boston has
used this benefit idea for the past seven years. "The entire museum will be alive with flower
arrangements interpreting and complementing works of art.”"” Related activities: lectures,
lunch, fashion show, demonstrations of flower arranging. '"We invite your society to select
talented members to create an arrangement in one of the museum galleries.” HAVE WE
MEMBERS WHO WOULD LIKE TO TAKE UP THIS CHALLENGE? Names of societies and
individuals who supply the arrangements will appear in the printed program. We must respond
by February first. Please write me at 350 Margaret Circle, Wayzata MN 55391, or call me at
473 - 6909. The letter explains: ''While this is not a judged show, it is a wonderful opportunity
to make an expressive arrangement to complement one of the outstanding art collections in the
country . We anticipate that thousands of people will view these arrangements during this three-
day festival. We hope that you will join in this major event."



"OH, TELL ME HOW MY GARDEN GROWS . . ." wrote Mildred Howells.
( See Bartlett's Familiar Quotations. )

We have asked our Volunteer, Catherine Ordner, to supply some nature-study notes
as space permits in the Gentian. She is one of over 20 volunteers, scheduled by Marie
Demler and Natalie Adler, who keep the Martha Crone Shelter open from April 15 to October 31.
Cathy writes:

As I walked through Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden one afternoon this October,
my senses were filled. My skin felt the damp, crisp air. My ears became aware of the
rustling leaves and the chattering chipmunks. My nose picked up the scent of the cool earth
and the warm fire Ken Avery had waiting in the Shelter. My eyes caught the changing leaves,
the visiting birds, and the last flowers of the year.

The Fringed Gentian is a biennial that blooms in September. This flower was chosen
as the name for our newsletter because it is rare and beautiful. ( See The Fringed Gentian,
1953. ) It is a plant of moist meadows and bogs, and its flowers open only in sunlight.
There are no fringed gentians currently growing in the Garden.

Nature is on a strange time-schedule this year, Ken told me as we talked in the Shelter.
Bird-migration, and the changing color of leaves, are off by days or weeks.

We talked about volunteer trees which have established themselves in the Garden.
A volunteer tree is one that has seeded itself naturally. Ken feels that these volunteers are
much hardier than trees grown from a root graft at a nursery. After the removalof diseased
elms five or so years ago, volunteer red maple, white oak, red oak, ash, black walnut and
others found conditions favorable for growing. The shade created by these and by mature
trees causes the fall color in the Garden to be subdued. Acer rubrum, or native red maple,
turns a vibrant sunset-color when in a sunny location. Here in the shade of the Garden its
fall color is yellow.

As I looked out the Shelter window, I saw a wren flit by. I saw nuthatches, chickadees,
and migrating warblers. Ken has heard the call of pileated woodpeckers in the Garden this
fall. The pileated is a large woodpecker, crow-size. It is black and white, with a red crest
on its head. About five years ago a pair of these woodpeckers nested in a dead birch tree in
the Garden. A storm blew the birch down while the pair were still nesting. Three years ago
another pair nested in a low cavity in a rotting birch. A raccoon discovered this nest, and the
pair disappeared. Ken says that pileateds are not as rare as people think: they're good at
keeping out of sight. Records show that people used to eat this bird.

Volunteering in the Garden has heightened my perceptions.




A SPECTIAL CHRISTMAS GIFT IDEA THAT WILL BRING JOY TO OTHERS AND HELP BRING

NEW MEMBERS INTO THE FRIENDS OF THE WIID FLOWER GARDEN.

WHY NOT GIVE A GIFT MEMBERSHIP TO THE WIID FLOWER GARDEN

TO THAT SPECIAL PERSON ON YOUR LIST WHO "HAS EVERYTHING?"
OR TO THE HARD-TO-BUY-FOR RELATIVE YOU WANT TO REMEMBER AT
CHRISTMAS TIME OR TO SOMEONE YOU KNOW WILL ENJOY THE GARDEN
AS MUCH AS YOU DO ONCE THEY HAVE SEEN IT? This is an easy
way to shop and a unique gift to give -- a card announcing
the gift membership will be sent in your name, along with a

membership card and a brief description of the Garden.

An order form is attached for your convenience -- just fill
in the names and addresses of those you wish to receive gifts

and leave the rest to us. For your information, the various

categories of membership are listed. Please select the one

you wish for each membership. This information will not be

included in the card sent to the recipient.

The Gentian will automatically be sent to the new members.

BE SANTA IN AN EASY WAY, BUT IN A WAY THAT WILL BRING PLEASURE

TO OTHERS AND WILL ALSO INCREASE THE NUMBER OF MEMBERS OF THE

"FRIENDS."

We're grateful to Board Member LIZ POMEROY for preparing this proposal. @ We hope
1embers will respond. President Caroline Price, and Treasurer Doris Larson,
—are designing the gift card that will announce your gift of membership to the recipient.



FRIENDS OF THE WILD FLOWER GARDEN MEMBERSHIP CLASSIFICA TIONS
Active $ 5.00 Builder $100.00
Sustainer 10.00 Benefactor 200.00

Sponsor 25.00

ALL DUES ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE. CLASSIFICATIONS CARRY EQUAL PRIVILEGES.

PLEASE SEND A GIFT MEMBERSHIP IN MY NAME TO THE FOLLOWING:

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE zZ1p

CLASSIFICATION AMOUNT

FROM:

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY STATE ZTP

CLASSIFICATION AMOUNT

FROM:

Please make your check payable to Friends of the Wild Flower Garden and send it to:

Doris S. Larson
Box 66
Chanhassen, MN 55317

PLEASE LIST ADDITIONAL NAMES ON THE REVERSE SIDE AND/OR ON A SEPARATE SHEET.
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