


FOLLOWING MARY LERMAN AROUND

On St. Patrick's Day our.Irish lass, Mary McGuire Lerman, showed slides and spoke to
the Environmental group of The Woman's Club of Minneapolis. Mary is Co-ordinator of
Horticulture Programs for Minneapolis Parks and Recreation Department. One of her subjects
that day was the newly created tamarack bog on five acres of Theodore Wirth Park, west of
our Garden. The area is so wild and overgrown that Mary and a gardener got lost on their
way back to Wirth Parkway. Out there a stand of mature tamarack trees has reached heights
of about sixty feet. Tamaracks are deciduous conifers., They shed their needles late in the
fall, making a golden carpet around their trunks. The bog project, well under way, will
bulldoze out a tangle of carolina buckthorn, and dredge the lowland peat to a depth of three
feet to provide a pond. The dredging will go deep enough to clear out the beautiful but
invasive purple loose-strife ( Lythrum ). Last October gardeners brought in 25 young
tamaracks, about eight feettall. The trees were carried in on litters because of the
luxuriant undergrowth.

The new tamaracks are now growing at the edge of the bog. Planners are looking for a
source of sheets of sphagnum moss to speed up the evolution of the bog. The soil tests
between 5.5 and 6 Ph acidity, a condition that favors development of a bog community:
pitcher plants, orchids, cranberry, buck bean, cotton grass, sundew, labrador tea, etc,

Visitors to the bog will ( soon ) find a switchback trail on the steep slope as they come
from u.e east end of Theodore Wirth. This path will be finished in June, in time for the 80th
birthday of Eloise's Garden. Mary reminds us that mosquitoes frequent bogs. They are
attracted to the color of navy blue, including blue jeans. Gardeners are wearing white for
coveralls. The best repellent for bothersome gnats, Mary has found, is Avon product
Skin-So-Soft Bath Oil. It can be diluted with water.

You can hear Mary talk on horticulture topics every Wednesday noon at Minneapolis
Public Library, 300 Nicollet Mall. On April 8 and 15 she will give illustrated talks on
History of the Minneapolis Parks, Part 1 and Part 2. Call the Library for other subjects.
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Wildflowers add natural touch

By Katharine Widin

A wildflower could be considered
any herbaceous plant that grows
naturally in the wild, whether or
not we value it for its flower.

Woods, marshes, bogs, moun-
tains, deserts and prairies are all
homes to various types of wild-
flowers, many of which can be

grown by gardeners with a city lot.

With wildflowers, one can create
naturai settings for plants rather
than formal, manicured beds.

Wildflowers require minimal care if
they are well-suited to their sife.

In order to choose the appropriate
site for a wildflower, you must
know something about its natural
habitat, whether it prefers full sun
or shade, alkaline or acid, wet or
dry, heavy or light soil.

For a particular plant you might
have to amend the soil to suit the
plant’s taste, but you'll be well
rewarded.

To start a wildflower garden, first
decide what type of environment
exists on your site and choose

plants that grow well under those
conditions.

QObserve nature, which plants
bloom in uncultivated areas near

your property.

Field flowers are often easier to
grow than forest plants, but | en-
courage you to try wildflowers
from both habitats.

Wildflowers will not survive in com-
pacted soil, so it's best to plant
them in areas that won't receive
foot traffic. ’

Choose plants thal are adapted to
Minnesota conditions and, by all
means, start simply with plants
that are easy to grow.

Some of the most successfully
grown wildflowers are bloodroot,
Jack-in-the-pulpit, common Ameri-
can columbine, Virginia bluebells,
blue phlox, large flowered trillium,
trout lily, hepatica, Dutchman's

breeches, cardinal flower, wild gin-

ger and crested iris.

There are several good field
guides to wildflowers of the Minne-
sota region such as ''Jewels of
the Plains,” by Claude A. Barr,

and “Northland Wildflowers,” by
John and Evelyn Moyle.

You can use the guides to identity
plants that you would like in your
garden and to find out their growth
requirements.

in some areas and for protected
plants it is illegal to gather wild-
flowers without a permit.

Many local and mail-order nurser-
ies handle wildflowers and | sug-
gest you purchase the ones you
wish to grow rather than disrupt a
wild planting.

Here are some local nurseries:

Cooper’s Garden, 212 W. County
Rd. C., Roseville 55113; Kelley
and Kelley, 2325 S. Watertown
Rd., Long Lake 55356; Rice
Creek Gardens, 1315 66th Av.
NE., Minneapolis 55432, Shady
Acres Nursery, 7777 Hwy. 212,
Chaska 55318,

Katharine D. Widin, Ph. D., is a
plant insect and disease con-
sultant, author and lecturer in
the Twin Cities area.
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@ Pecople for Parks News

Try out the fountain yourself . . .

Fountain installed at Eloise Butler

A drinking fountain made from lannon stone was installed this summer just inside
the main entrance to the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden and Bird Sanctuary.
William Henry Burgess and Gerald Burgess Jr. donated this special fountain as a
memorial to their parents, Mr. and Mrs Gerald Henry Burgess, who were frequent
visitors to the garden.

The fountain was designed to match an existing fountain near the Martha Crone
shelter. It is a wonderful addition to the garden as visitors can now stop and enjoy a sip
of cool water after ascending the path from the bog and woodland or after completing
a hike through the prairie-upland section.

Many thanks to the Burgess family for making a visit to this special park area even
more enjoyable.

Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden & Bird Sanctuary
Saturday, June 13 (Raindate: June 14) 1f-4 P.M.
Celebrate the 8@0th birthday of the garden and sanctuary while our

state flower is blooming! Naturalists will lead you on tours of
the garden's bog where the Showy Ladyslipper blooms and then hike
you across Wirth Parkway to a secluded tamarack bog. Refresh-

ments will be provided. Bring your boots and mosquito and gnat
repellent! turn over ==
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Oliver E. Byrum, director of planning, City of Minneapolis Planning Department,
has given permission for us to reprint some graphs and information from the poster,
"Minneapolis Metrocenter, " published in October 1982. You may find some data about
our City of Minneapolis that is new and interesting:
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Bearock: Osp and OP (Payne 19586) Platte-
ville Formation, gray to brown Dolomite and
Limestone (average thickness 25') through
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weekend in October.
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Equinox

21.5°
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MEMBERSHIP CHANGES IN YOUR NEW ROSTER:
Leonard Ramberg, # 302, 6300 York Avenue South, Minneapolis 55435-2212
Elizabeth Goodman, # 209, 9901 Penn Avenue South, Minneapolis 55431
Correction: Mr and Mrs Robert A. Minish ( instead of Minich )
Lost: Mr and Mrs William H. Beim. Please supply address if you know it.
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?"‘; THE % DO YOU HAVE A FRIEND YOU WOULD LIKE TO INTRODUCE
% M BERSHIP g TO THE GARDEN AND BIRD SANCTUARY THIS SUMMER.'.._.
x CORNER * As a birthday present? .... Special occasion?
*g****************i* Just mail in your contribution of 3»5.06 or more

x and the "Friends" will send this special card and

a year's subscription to the Gentian to your friend:

he Friends
he: \Vild F,
Garden Tnc.

\Velcome you as a member-
for the coming year a5 a gift-
from

Mail your check made out to the Friends of the Wildflower Garden, Inc.
to Patricia Thomesen, 1037 W. County Road D, St. Paul, N 55126.

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE
FRIENDS OF THE WILD FLOWER GARDEN, INC.
(A Non-Profit Corporation)

The Friends of the Wild Flower
Garden and Bird Sanctuary exist in
order to develop, conserve and make
universally available the native flora of
North America, and, to this end, to
protect and maintain the Eloise Butler
Wild Flower Garden and Bird Sanctu-

Sponsoring

THE ELOISE BUTLER WILD FLOWER GARDEN
AND BIRD SANCTUARY
in Theodore Wirth Park—Minneapolis

ary.
The privileges of membership in- NAME TYPES OF MEMBERSHIP
clude subscription to the quarterly (O ACTIVE S 5.00
newsletter, THE FRINGED GENTIAN, ADDRESS [) SUSTAINER 10.00
and issuance biennially of a Roster of [J SPONSOR 25.00
Membership; voting at annual meet- (] BUILDER 100.00
ings; and, above all, participation in city State Zip Code | [J BENEFACTOR 200.00
the program of conservation and devel- ] I enclose remittance or above
opment represented by the Garden, Please ke dhsck Daysble 1’(’:'- Ne. Classifications carry equal
Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc. privileges.
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