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LETTER FROM OUR PRESIDENT, GLORIA MILLER

May is a wonderful month at the Bloise Butler Wildflower Garden.
The trllllum and many other flowers are bloomiugr so w€ hope you will
plan to vlslt during open hours ( 7:30 A.M. till dusk ).

Thanks to our many loyal volunteers, we are able to keep the
Martha Crone Shelter open every day, from 10 A.M. We do need
more volunteers c If you have some time to give, please call Shirley
Schultz ( 52L - 5422 r. She will fit you lnto the schedule" By the
way, there wlll be a receptlon honoring our volunteers on Saturday,
June 13, at t!00 P.M. in the Shelter. On that day, we'Il celebrate

,._ -Lli'e Eightieth Birthday of Eloise's Garden.
Construction on Highway 12 is still affecting access to the Garden.

You may exit at Wirth Parkway when you come from town, but not when
you come from the west. Use Glenwood Avenue for a while longer.

tur:n over --



NOTES FROM OIJR GARDENER, CARY GEORGE MAY 1987

The unpredictable, unpredicted weather continues. April 1986 was the wettest in history:
5.88 inches of rain. Who could have foreca.st this year's record of the driest April ( 0.f6" ) ? '
This follows an extremely mild winter of virtually no snowcover and the driest since the 1870rs.

What effects will this have on the Wildflower Garden? First, I think the long-term effects
will be minimal. Most wildflolrers are perennials. They have developed deep root systems and
storage systems. Prairie plant growth is two -thirds below ground.

However, soil moisture is cridcally low. If we dontt receive "soaking" rains in May and

June, water scress w"l[l leave the garde[ much more susceptible to iasect and disease problems.
Plant growth wlll slow down, and seedliag gemlnadon will decrease. I think the negative
effects $rill be subtle and, perhaps, will not appear until next spr{ng witr dimlnished bloom of
the "ephemerals . "

On the brighter side: ites nice to have guch an early spring. Plants are two or three weeks
ahead of their normal developrnent, as anyone with lilacs or crabapple tf,ees knows " The war:rn
balmy days have increased the number of early visibrs to the garden " This year the spectacular
bloom of trilliums and marsh marigolds and the lack of "mud{aden" shoes has given a positive
experience to many first-time visibrs.

hrt although many of the woodland flowers bloomed early, only six bloom-date records
were get:

Snow Trillium ( Trillium niva.le )
White Trout Lily ( Erythmnium albidum )
Yellow Trout Llly ( Erythronium americaaum )
Cut-leafed Toottlwort ( Dentaria laciniata )
Minnesota Tr"out Lily ( Erythronium propullans )
Early Meadow Rue ( Thalictnrm diocium )

New Record Old Record
March 26 }.r,f.arch 27
April 9 tie
April lt April 14 -
April 9 tie
April 12 de
April 20 April 25

We were unahle to obain a burning
pemit for the prairie this spriag. The
results of not burning are not appaf,ent
yet" A fall "burn" is being considered
as an alternative "

Look for the development this sum-
mer of the Tamarack Bog west of Wirth
Parkway and completion of the new trail
g:.ide system .

SEE YOU AT THE ANNUAL
MEETING, SATURDAY, MAY 30. " " .
ANDTHE S0thANMVERSARY IUNE 13.

ARACEAE. Arutn Family

JAcK-IN-rIrE-pur-plr (A risaemo triphyllum) .

l.Habiqxy2.2. Cluster of mature berries, x l.
3. Tuber, x 1.

Spathe or "pulpit" {rom pale green to darkly
striped inside with green and purple, soon wither-
ing; berries red. Low, moist rvoods. Through-
out Minnesota.
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!g!g5!L&Llg.- Nisht Hike 8:30 p.M.
Experience the Garden in a new light - moonlight. Challenge your senses in new ways
as sounds intensify & images are reduced to areas of light and dark. Discover the
nocturdal world of bats, spiders, raeeoons and owls. Bring a flashlight, long-sleeved
shirt & inseet repellant.

Satunday. May X3 - Wildflower Lore
Cranesbill, Bedstraw, Solomonts Seal, why do
Learn some interesting faets & fables about

Setmday. May !0 - Dinosaur Delectables
Ferns and Horsetails are remnants of the Dinosaur
memorials of the Mesozoie Era.

1:00 P.M.
these flowers have such unusual names?

our spring flora.

1:00 P.M.
Age. Come learn about these living

All programs are free, but you must register by ealting 3{B-S?02 after 10 A.M.

WILDPLOWBR TOUBS Daily at 5 P.M.; Saturday & Sunday lt A.M., 1,8, & 6 p.M.

UPDATE YOUR ROSTBR: NEW MEMBERS

CARRIE BARDWELL
3925 Washbunr Av South
Minneapolis MN 554f0

9 26-9 990

GARY BBBEAU
15509 Excelsior Boulevard
Minnetonka MN 55345

934-3694

MR. AND MRS" JAMES CLUBB
16 Russell Court
Minneapolis MN 55410

9 26- 3837

MRS" SHIRLEY DUOOS

. Star Route, Box 182-A
\-i Garrison MN 56450

KATIE HAMMER
3858 Aldrich Av Norrh
Minneapolis MN 55412

KARLA HOLMQUIST # 15
568 Llncoln Av
st. Paul MN 55102

h - 292-0429
w -625-0074

SHANDALBE N. NOVAK
647 Brctranan St. N.E.
Minneapolis MN 55413

623 -9 20 3

TIMOTHY SCOTT
623 Mendota Street
St. Paul MN 55106

774-4338

MR AND MRS
GUENTER THOMANSCHB FSKY

1047 West County Road D
St . Paul MN 55126

48 4- 8 637

D. D. WENDBL
1516 Hunter Drive
Wayzata MN 55391

47 3-9 632

GARDENE R
CARY GEORGE
3925 Lyndale Av South
Mir:neapolis MN 55409

825-3439

ROSTBR CHANGES

ELIZABETT{ GOODMAN # 209

9901 Penn Av South
Mioneapolls MN 55431

RUTH N. SCHMTTT
Phone:830:9621

firm ovef --
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OI.]R VOLI.JNTEERS SAY THESB ARB T'I{E QUESTIONS MOST OFTEN ASKED:

l" Who was Eloise Buder?
Elolse &ltler was a botany teacher in Minneapolis publ.ic schools. In 1907 she was 

\'-'/

instnrmental in establishfug the garden, then called Glenwood park, as an area for
s8rdents and teactrers 0o study botany. When she redred ln 1911, she became tre first
curator of the garden and held that post undl her death in 1983"

2. How m€lny acres does the garctuary conain?
Twenty acres, of which thirteen are woodland and seven are upland prairie.

3. When was the shelter h:ilt?
In' L97O, by the Friends of the Wildflower Garden. It is made aknost entirely of cedar.
It is named for Martha Crone, who assisted Eloise Butler and succeeded her as curatof,.

4. Who funds the sanctuary?
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board, and the Friends of the Wildflower Garden,
an organization founded about 1952 by Clinton O.Dell .

5. \ilhen do the Showy Ladyslippers bloom and where can we fiad therr ?
They usually bloom in the ftf,st week of June ( recorded dates range from June 2 0o ls ).
They have usually finlshed hlooming by July. They are located ir the bog near marker #25.
This is the Minnesota State Flower, and like all orchids ls plotected lV law.

6. What is the bird with tfre black head and the red patch on its breast?
This is a male Rose-breas@d Grosbeak. The fernales, according to Audubon, are 'heavily
stxeaked brown on white with prcminent wtrite eyebmw" (but no red breast ). For a bird
list of Gardm sightings, refer to the list on the bulletin board. i-

7. What kind of seed do you put in the feeders? -_\-
Peanuts in the right-hand feeder ( as you face away from ttre Shelter ). Sunflower seeds,
or safflower, in the left-hand feeder. Corn in the gmund-Ievel feeder.

8" Where do I get tf,re sprlng water?
The spriag is.near ttre first parking lot, before you go up the hill to the Garden parktng lot.

9. You have a large cross-section of a tree in the Shelter. What kind of tree?
It is an American elm . The cross-section was prepared for a show in Donaldsonrs in the
late I960's. The tree did not come from the Garden, but flom another part of Minneapolis.

10. Where is the oak tree that was dedicated to Eloise Butter ln 1934?
severar oaks have been planted since that one died. The latest one, planted in r95g by
Ed Bruckelmyer, is still living. It is about seven feet directly in fuont of the mck with
the memorial plaque that mentions the tree.

11. What are the hours of the Sancarary?

T. Saocur.ry gate is open every day from 7:30 a.m. undl dusk. The Shelter opens about
10 .a.m. and is open until the park closes. park police lock the gates on the apprcach
road at l0 p.m.

MAY JUNE

GREEN THEMES 6: Spring Flowering Bulbs 3: Ground Covers

Lectures by Mary McGuire Lerman 13: Rock Garden Plants 10: Ferns of Minnesota -\-
Coordinator of Hordculture 20: Flowering Shrubs 17: Native Orchids of Minnesota

Minneapolis Parks and Recrea6on 27: Flowering Trees 24: Dwarf Conifers
Wednesdays, 12:15 p.m., Room 310
Mpls Public Library, 300 Nicollet Mall SPRING 1987
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!'RIEND YOU I{OULD LIKE TO IUIRODUCE

at{D BIRD SINCBU.ARY IIIIIS SIIi,t!188,....

present? .... special occssioti?
your oontribution of $!.oO on more

ITEIBERSHIP

CORNEN

anil thq rtFriendsr' will send thle special oalal and'

a yeart s eubscription to the C-eIt-lCn to vour frienil:

9*d*f.nn
)&ome qM $ am,en.6er

eatr q5 a

t[alI your check matte

to Patriola Thomelenl

out to the !'rientts of the l{ildflower Garilen I Ino'

103? W. Couatv Boeit D. St. Paulr litI 55126'

The F iends of the Wild Flower
Garden and Blrd Sanctuary exist in
order to develoP, conserve and make

universally available the native flora of
Nonh America, and, to this end, to
protect and maintrin the Eloise Butler
Wild Flower Garden and Bird Sanctu-

ary.

The privileges of membershiP in'
clude subscription to the quarterly

newslette r, THE FRINGED GENTIAN,

ind itiuancc bhnnially of a Rortsr of
!-Ivfdmbership; voting at annual meet'

lngs; and, rbow all' particlpation ln
the program of conservation and devel'

opment represented bY the Garden.

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE

FRIENDS OF THE WILD FLOWER GARDEN, INC'
(A Non-Profi t CorPoration)

nB

THE ELOISE BUTLER WILD FLOWER GARDEN
AND BIRD SANCTUARY

in Theodore Wirth Pa rk- lVl in neapolis

ffi
Sponsori

@

s 5.00
10.oo
25.00

r00.00
(00.00

TYPES OF MEMBEBSHIP
NAME

ADDRESS

! I enclose remittance
Icl. No.

Please make check Payable to
Cl6silicrlio,l! cr.ry a4lal
p.ivilegoa

E) AcrlvE
f] SUSTAINER

E SPONSOR

B EUILOEB

E SENEFACTOR

Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, lnc.


