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GARDENER'S NOTES .« by CARY GEORGE

Weather:  The quick reversal of the precipitation problem -— from drought to flood,
because of the July "Superstorm" -—— has caused significant changes in the garden. Officially
we received 12 inches, but I suspect that the garden was in a "pocket" of heavier rain. Much
of the rain was quick run-off, although the ground is now thoroughly saturated.

The bog trails became small streams duringthe historic downpour and remain muddy
even now.,

Plant stress has been alleviated in the woodland, and many of the prairie grasses and
forbs have regained theirvigor. The major negative effect of the rains has been erosion on
the steeper trails. Tree-stump grindings have been ordered to mulch the trails. Before Fall is
is over, your walk through the garden will be less treacherous.

Additions to the Garden: Two male southern flying squirrels were released on the
West Woodland Trail on July 24. They were nursed back to health by a ‘Minnearclis woman
who had found them lying injured in her yard. She called to ask if we were interested in
them. We jau the survival chances of these wonderful nocturnal creatures high enough to
medit ther release.

In early July at least two common bobwhite mysteriously appeared in the garden.
They seemed quite tame — probably raised by someone and released here. Their lack of
fear, unfortunately, caused their demise. Within two weeks they were gone -— easy prey
for the fox is my assumption.

If animal lovers would contact me or one of the naturalists before releasing domestic-
ally raised animals, we could tell them the chances of survival, and whether it would be
ecologically appropriate.

Another memorial bench is planned for the garden this Fall. The donor was given a
choice of two sites. One is on the East Woodland Trail under a towering basswood. It faces
the bog area where Eloise Butler's beloved 700-year-old oak tree once stood. The other
choice is near the spruce grove in the prairie.

On September 2, with the gracious help of Joyce Smeby and her family, three Winter-
berry or Minnesota Holly were planted to honor retired gardener Kenneth Avery's thirty
years of sexvice and love for the garden. Ken made the choice himself. It's a great addition
to the garden because we have only one Winterberry in the bog. Winterberry is unique:
the only holly hardy enough for our area. Also, the plants are either male or female
(i.e., dioecious ) so that both sexes must be planted to produce berries. Look for this plant-
ing along with a dedication plaque at the north end of the Bog Trail.

Friends new and old, come visit the Garden this Fall. The Virginia creeper in the
woodland has been brilliant red since the third week in August. A few maples have turned
crimson, and ash is showing beautiful translucent yellow. Asters and goldenrods puton a
spectacular show in the prairie each fall. Asters found in the garden include New England,
Heath, Heart-Leaf, Flat-topped, Big-leaf, Panicled, Azure Blue,and Calico. Goldenrods,
mistakenly blamed for hay fever, abound: we have Canada, Showy, Cross-Leaf, Gray,
Zig-zag, and Giant.

New Plantings for 1987 to Date: *Wild Blue Phlox. .Butterfly Milkweed .. Blue Flag ..
Large-Flower ed Penstemon .. *Long-fruited Thimbleweed s anemone ) .. *Alum Root ..
Sweet Flag .. Bottlebrush Grass .. *Sedge ( Carex pendula ) .. *Arrowwood Viburnum ..
Pagoda Dogwood .. *Shadblow -( Serviceberry ) .. Winterberry.

* Denotes plants not extant in the garden before 1987.

dit logizes to C for omission of Latin names and number of plantings.
Tho sg %atl:aograepgnoﬁze i 8y = B &




GENTIAN .. September 1987 .. page 3

From a large collection of paintings by Effie Sheldon Bornhoft, in the Library of the
University of Minnesota, St. Paul Campus. Used by permission.

With the reproduction of this watercolor by Effie Sheldon Bornhoft, "Rose Seed and White Birch,"
thie Friends of the Wildflower Garden salute the Volunteers who have served during 1987 to keep
the Martha Crone Shelter open, from April 1 through October 31. Our Volunteers Chairman,

SHIRLEY SCHULTZ, supplies this list 2nd hopes that it is complete:

NATALIE ADLER
IONE ALLISON

LYLA ANDEREGG
ALFRED ANDEREGG
CONNIE BARTZ
BETTY BRYAN .
BETTY BRIDGMAN
ELAINE CHRISTENSEN
SALLIE COLE

JOEL CRITZER
HELEN CURTIS
MARIE DEMLER
BEA DICKSON

EMIL ELFTMANN
MARTHA GABLER
ABE GROSSMAN

KAI HAGEN

CARLA HOLMQUIST
ANN HALL

MARY JO HENNING
KATE HINTZ
HARRIET HOGANSON
EILEEN JOHNSON
ELIZABETH JENSEN
JUDY JONES

ANN KESSEN

ALICE LAW
BERNICE LARSON
ANN LINDBERG
RICHARD LUDESCHER
SUSAN MYERS

GLORIA MILLER
MARSHA MORREN
PETER NEUBECK
MARY PETERSON
CAROLINE PRICE
BILL QUAM
MERNA QUAM
JANET SLETNER
AARON SCANLAN
BOB SANDALL
MARY SANDALL
DONNA SANSTROM
JOYCE SMEBY
KAREN SHANBERG
PAT THOMESEN
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NATURALISTS' REPORT

August was the beginning of some excellent sightings of
Broad-winged Hawks in the garden. They have been landing in the
trees just outside the Shelter, in the oaks on the prairie, and on
the ground in front of the Shelter., We watched one eat a small
amphibian and clean itself.

Because of recent rains we have had some unusual mushrooms
growing in the garden. There have been multitudes of Shaggy Manes,
some very large Polyporus frondosus, and a sizeable Sulphur Shelf.

PROGRAMS FOR SEPTEMBER

Saturday, September 12, "Return to the Natives." 1p.m,to 2p.m.

Explore the ideas on growing wild flowers in your yard or wood lot.

A slide presentation will give hints on propagation and selection.

Saturday, Septlmber 19. "Birding Basics No.1l." 5pam.t0o6pm.

Discover how markings, habits and habitat will guide you to identify birds.
We will explore the woodland and wetland areas of Wirth Park. Bring comfortable shoes,
binoculars, long-sleeved shirt, and ( may still be necessary ) insect repellent.

Saturday, September 26. "Fireside Stories." 4p.m,to5p.m.

Relax by a cozy fire in the Martha Crone Shelter, and listen to some journal
entries, poems and stories by Eloise Butler and other writers from our area. Some poems
will be from This Is Minnesota by Betty Bridgman, a talented writer and a long-time
supporter of the garden.

ALL PROGRAMS ARE FREE, BUT YOU MUST REGISTER IN ADVANCE BY
CALLING 348-5702 AFTER 10 A.M.

WILDFLOWER TOURS DAILY AT 5 P.M.

EVERY SATURDAY AND SUNDAY AT 11 A.M., 1P.M,., 3P.M., and 5 P.M.
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GREEN THEMES... BY MARY MAGUIRE LERMAN, COORDINATOR OF
HORTICULTURE PROGRAMS FOR THE MINNEAPOLIS PARK & RECRE ATION BOARD.
12:15 P.M. WEDNESDAYS, ROOM 310, MINNEAPOLIS PUBLIC LIBRARY,

300 NICOLLET MALL. FOR SUBJECT, CALL 348-4448.

THE NEXT BOARD MEETING OF THE FRIENDS OF THE WILD FLOWER GARDEN WILL

BE IN THE MARTHA CRONE SHELTER ON SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25, AT 1:00 P.M.

IF YOU HAVE A SUGGESTION FOR THE AGENDA, CALL PRESIDENT GLORIA MILLER AT
722-1564.
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MEMBERSHIP

CORNER
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Mr. Joseph J. Berzak, Jr.
400 W. 98th st. (1lst floor)

Bloomington, MN 55420
572-8575

David and Sandra Brown
5120 Circle Down

Mpls. MN 55416
554-7932

Dan and Vi La Belle
2835 Princeton Ave. S.
St. Louis Park, MN 55416

Suzanne Narayan

1257 Amble RAd.

Arden Hills, MN 55112
_636=9915

ADDITIONS AND CHANGES TO THE
MEMBERSHIP ROSTER:

Nancy Niggley
925 Thomas
St. Paul, MN 55104

Andrea Pearson

3435 N.E. Pierce St.
Minneapolis, MN 55418
789-0164



