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FROM PRESIDENT ANN KESSEN

I just looked out of my window and saw snow flurries.
Usually, the sight of snow makes me glad, but by the
middle of March my thoughts turn in a different
direction. No longer does the extraordinary delicacy
and lightness of snowflakes enchant me or cause me to
look upward to the sky that is their source. At this
time of year my eyes are cast downward, searching for
] bare ground, searching for the first sprouts of green,
% i searching for the first hopeful flowers.

4 | Often it is the sharp-lobed hepatica that I first
% ﬁ see. I wonder at hepatica, because in one location

1 | they may bloom white, in another blue, and in yet a
third they may take on a pink hue. Another faveorite
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in early Spring is bloodrocot. There is something reassuring to me in the
way the leaf embraces the flower stem. Cut-leaved toothwort I like
principally because of the sound of its name. I like saying aloud, "The
cut-leaved toothwort is blooming."

There is nothing, though, that gladdens my heart in Spring like the
sight of a wet place turned golden by the blooming of marsh marigclds. Then
I feel that Spring is really upon us, too late for Nature to change her
mind and take it back.

As I look at my diaries for the past few years, I see that within a
month all these flowers will be blooming. It will be like meeting old
friends as I walk the Garden paths. It really is a wonder that each year
such lovely blossoms push their way up through dead leaves. I guess that’s
why, when I come upon wildflowers in early Spring, I feel refreshed and
hopeful and full of optimism. Only a few weeks away. So for today,

LET IT SNOW!

ELOISE BUTLER WILDFLOWER GARDEN AND BIRD SANCTUARY
-OPENS FOR THE SEASON

The Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden and Bird Sanctuary will open for
the season on Saturday, April lst. The garden, lcocated 1/2 mile north of
Highway 12 ( I-3%4 ) on Theodore Wirth Parkway, is open daily from 7:30
a.m. until dusk.

In early April the paths may be muddy. Wear appropriate boot-type
shoes.

Naturalists are on duty on weekends and after 3 p.m. weekdays. Guided
tours of the Garden are offered weekdays at 6 p.m... and on weekends at 11
a.m., 1:00 and 5:00 p.m. Naturalists offer programs on weekends.
Pre-registration is required. See the program schedule for April, with
this newsletter. For further information, call 348-5702 after 10 a.m.

over--
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APRIL PROGRAMS 1989

ELOISE BUTLER WILDFLOWER GARDEN & BIRD SANCTUARY

Saturday, April 8th 3:00 P.M. Wildflower Propagation
Interested in growing wildflowers in your garden? This
slide show and guided walk will explore wildflower
propagation techniques and uses in landscape.

SUNDAY, APRIL 9TH 5:00 P.M. BIRDING BASICS

Discover how markings, habits, and habitats will guide you
to identifying birds. We will explore the woodland and
wetland areas of Wirth Park, so bring comfortable walking
shoes and binoculars.*

SUNDAY, APRIL 16TH 3:00 P.M. SPRING EPHEMERAL WILDFLOWERS
Learn about these early spring beauties and their fast-
paced life cycle.

SATURDAY, APRIL 22ND 8:00 P.M. NIGHT HIKE

Experience the garden in a new light-moonlight. Challenge
your senses in new ways as sounds intensify and images are
reduced to areas of light and dark. Discover the nocturnal
world of bats, spiders, raccoons and owls. Bring a
flashlight, long-sleeved shirt and insect repellant.

SATURDAY APRIL 29TH 5:00 P.M. BIRDING BASICS

Discover how markings. habits. and habitats will guide vnu
to identify birds. We will explore the woodland and wetland
areas of Wirth Park, so bring comfortable walking shoes and
binoculars.*

SUNDAY, APRIL 30TH 3:00 P.M. SPRING EPHEMERAL WILDFLOWERS
Learn about these early spring beauties and their fast-
pacedllife cycle.

All programs are Free, but we do ask that you call the shelter at
348-5702 after 10:00 A.M. to pre-register. Meet at the Crone
shelter for all programs.

*We have a limited number of binoculars to loan out for program
use. Indicate that you need a pair when you call to register.

Wildflower Tours: Weekdays at 6:00 P.M.
** Saturday and Sunday: 11 A.M., 1 and 5 P.M.

** On April 9th and the 29th tours will be offered at 11 A.M.,
1l and 3 P.M.

LOCATION 1/2 MILE NORTH OF HWY. 12

ON THEODORE WIRTH PARKWAY

next page--
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'TAKE A WALK ON THE WILD SIDE

A WALK IN EARLY MARCH WITH OUR GARDENER, CARY GEORGE
(Illustrations from Star Tribune, April 26, 1987, Linda Frankenstein)

"I have noticed that wherever you find flowers, no matter whether in a
garret or in a palace, it is a sure sign that there is an inner refinement
of which the world is not cognizant. Where these emblems of purity are
found, you may rest assured that they represent a hope and speak of a
goodness of heart not to be found where they are absent." --Anonvmous

As temperatures begin to reach the 40’s
the Garden is grudgingly giving in to Spring.
Elderberry buds have begun to swell. Red and
gray squirrels are scouring the ground for
left-overs of last year’s acorn crop. The
ubiquitous territorial-mating call of the
cardinal brings a joyful note to the
awakening Garden.

But Spring has not fully arrived. 2As I
leave the trail, chainsaw in hand--hoping to
fell every last buckthorn and boxelder in the
beloved thirteen-acre Garden, I sink knee-
deep in snow. I re-evaluate. Perhaps
opening a few more vistas through the
buckthorn thickets for the bird-watchers is
all I can accomplish before the snow melts
and the emerging wild leek, trout 1lily and
snow trillium call for an end to my grandiose
destructive ambition.

“ Four bluebird houses have been placed in
the Prairie Garden. Thanks to the Bluebird
Recovery Project, we have already observed
successful nesting in the meadow near Cedar
Lake. Many people have never seen the
eastern bluebird, and the Prairie Garden
provides ideal habitat. Federal Government
warnings posted at each nesting site should
discourage vandalism. The classic "Peterson-
Design" houses are starling-proof. Tree
swallows often take over the houses, but they
would be a welcome addition to the Garden.

As winter set in, we had four deer
apparently trapped within the Garden. But
my winter walks through the Garden revealed
no deer tracks. The downed fences have been
repaired. I’m amazed by the amount of red
fox tracks throughout Wirth Park. No doubt
that’s why pheasant and cottontail-rabbit
populations appear to be very low. CARY GEORGE
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JANUARY BOARD MEETING: PRESIDENT ANN KESSEN REPORTS
I want to share with you some plans and ideas for 1989.

At our January Board meeting, we approved a "mission statement"
drafted by a subcommittee. Every organization needs to re-examine its
goals from time to time. We see three areas of emphasis for this year:
Cultivation ... Cooperation ... Communication.

Cultivation refers to the Garden itself. We must not forget that what
is important to us is the plant collection. We need to determine how we
can directly benefit the plants and animals living and growing in the
Garden. Cary George, our gardener, has ordered many wildflowers through
nurseries to replace those lost in last summer’s drought. He says, "If you
know of legal sources of wildflowers, let me know. Homes are built and
highways constructed every day without regard for the wildflowers that
could be dug and transplanted."”

Cooperation refers to the management of the Garden. Caring for the
Garden and presenting it to the public has become a more complex equation
over the years. The Friends, the gardener, Park Board managers,
naturalists--all have something valuable to contribute to the Garden.

Those contributions will be most fruitful when there is a common goal and a
common understanding. We must work this year to nurture that vision.

Communication refers to you. Though we have an able Board, it needs
to do a better job of keeping you informed about concerns and plans for the
Garden. We are also eager to hear your ideas. So that is a third goal for
this year: to establish habits of communication that enable the Friends to
become the vital organization it has the potential to be.

The second major topic at the January Board meeting was exciting
indeed. A local writer and attorney, Martha Hellander, is proposing to
write a biography of Eloise Butler and publish it in a volume combining the
biography with a selection of Eloise’s writings. Martha has located
several journals and articles by Eloise. They show the founder of the
Garden to be a writer of charm and wit.

Board members have read the book proposal which Martha has submitted
to publishers and are delighted at the prospect of publication of a
biography of Eloise Butler. The major difficulty at this point is that
writers must support themselves while they write. The Board has agreed to
sponsor Martha’s application for a Minnesota Historical Society grant, and
has made a grant to Martha from our own treasury (equal to the amount we
used to give per annum before our grants program lapsed). We have formed a
committee to assist Martha in raising funds and have established the Eloise
Butler Biography Fund to receive and administer donations and grant monies.
If you would like to make a donation, send a check payable to Eloise Butler
Biography Fund, c/o Mel Ducos, Treasurer, at 5113 Bryant Avenue North,
Minneapolis MN 55430.

If any Friend can suggest other possible sources of funding,
please call me, Ann Kessen, President, at 612/529-3793.

[ Report continued on next page ]
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CHANGES IN THE MEMBERSHIP ROSTER SINCE SEPTEMBER 1988:

Ajax, Thomas A. (522-4647)

* =
2915 N. York Ave. 55422 Johnson, Donald Clay (332-5337)

1920 - 1st St. S. Apt. 1203

Bridgman, Betty (922-9661) Zip: 55454

LECEED O TSRS TREe) * Lipschultz, Ellen M. (920-7397)

Culbertson, Berniece (377-3668) S Dakcotaldved 3. 52416

4805 S. Cedar Lake Rd. 55416 Newsome, Pamela J. (Cornel) (698-8644)
Engel, Harry and Family (559-3329)

5110 N. Ives Lane 55442 Niggley, Nancy (645-9637)

* Sulzbach, John (772-5912)

Geise, Brenda K. (602-892-6274) 3729 - 35th Ave. S. 55406

916 S. Ashbrook

desd. B2 S d * Sulzbach, Marie

Shealkh walter o 2818 Oakland 554G7

2042 Jersey Ave. S. 55426 * Thohangal, Diana
7

1618 Eustis

Holman, Lynne St. Paul, MN 55108

3444 park Ave. 55407

* Walton, Liz (827-0938)

Holmguist, Karla (645-4267) 315 E. Diamond Lake Rd. 55419

1728 Hague BApt. 2

St. Paul, MN 55104 * Wolke, Jane
I

7971 Pioneer Rd.
' oming, MN 55092
Summer Address: s P

Coleman, Barbara Odell (Mrs. James P.)

5320 Malibu Dr. 55436 * ADDITIONS

IF YOU DO NOT HAVE A ROSTER AND DESIRE ONE, PLEASE CALL PAT THOMESEN (484-1646) AND
YOU WILL BE MAILED ONE. )

JANUARY BOARD MEETING REPORT, continued from page 4

You should know of a few maintenance items. Have you missed seeing
the large map, "Original Vegetation of Minnesota," in the Shelter? It was
taken out to be set in a frame by Park Board carpenters. It will be back
when the Shelter opens in April. ALSO: The roof of the Shelter should be
replaced. Mary Lerman, Coordinator of Horticulture Programs for the Park
Board, tells us that a new cedar-shake roof has been budgeted for the
Shelter this year, and new roofing should be in place late in this season.

VOLUNTEERS WELCOME: Shirley Schultz needs a long list of people--who
need not be members--to staff the Shelter up to November 1lst. Hours are
(weekdays) 10 a.m. to 12:30 and 12:30 to 3:30 p.m.; on Saturday, Sunday and
holidays, 12:30 to 4 p.m. Call her at 521-5422 (but not before 10 a.m.)

Helpers also needed for the Fringed Gentian and other committees.
Call me with questions or suggestions: President, Ann Kessen, 529-3793.

over--
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MINNEAPOLIS
PARK & RECREATION BOARD

March 15, 1989

FOR TIMMEDIATE RELEASE

FREE NOON HOUR GARDEN TALKS

Green Themes, a series of free garden talks offered at the down-
town Minneapolis Public Library, 300 Nicollet Mall continues
through April and May at 12:15 P.M. on Wednesdays in Room 310,

the topics are listed below.

April

5: Flowering Perennials for Sunny Sites - Part I
12: Flowering Perennials for Sunny Sitef- Part II
19: Flowering Perennials for Shady Sites

26: Daffodils

May
3: Minnesota Wildflowers for Perennial Gardens

10: Canna Bachelor Button Really Zinnia?
{Annual Flowers for the Garden)

President: )

Tom Baker 17: Flowers That Like It Hot and Dry
Vice President:

N$QT$§1 24: No Program

Sﬁgfﬁﬁﬂwn 31: Ferns for the Landscape

Patricia D. Baker #

Walter Bratt

Dale W. “Skip” Gilbert . . : .

Pacricia Hillmeyer FOY further information on this contact Mary Maguire Lerman at

William Holbrook 348-4448 .

Scott Neiman

Superintendent:
David L. Fisher
Seereiin MML: be WEDDINGS IN : MINNEAPOLIS PARKS
Hatvey Eeldmin A Newly Revised Pamphlet
For a free copy, send a stamped
310 South Fourth Avenue self-addressed envelope to
Minneapolis, MN 55415 WEDDING INFORMATION
Phone 1-612-348.2142 Minneapolis Parks & Recreation Board

3800 Bryant Avenue South
Minneapolis MN 55409



