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FROM PRESIDENT ANN KESSEN

Martha Hellander is writing a biography of Eloise
Butler. Her support is coming from our organization and
from Minnesota Historical Society. 1I’ll use this space for
excerpts from a letter she sent me about her research trip
to Massachusetts and Maine this summer.
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Martha writes: I had a heavily-scheduled itinerary of
historical societies, people and places. I accomplished all
| my objectives and made contacts for correspondence.

% " In Massachusetts: I reviewed an entire (rare) set of the
publication_Wildflower, owned by the Arnold Arboretum
library. I have found no evidence of any public wildflower

garden in the United States founded prior to Eloise Butler’s. I believe it
is the oldest [ 1907 ]. I found records of Eloise’s attendance at summer
and extension courses at Harvard University. In Lynn I found records of
Eloise’s years in high school and her graduation.

In Malden MA I met Mary and Frank Tribble, elderly neighbors of
Eloise’s sister, Cora Butler Pease; and Frank Cushing, present owner of
Cora’s house in Malden where Eloise spent winters after retiring from
teaching science in Minneapolis high schools.

In Maine: I spent five days in Appleton, where Eloise was born; and
one day in Castine, where she went to Normal School. 1In Appleton I had the
generous assistance of Theodore Brown, former lawyer and now local
historian. He has become interested in Eloise Butler and her family, who
lived down the road from his own farm. He guided me to the farm where
Eloise was born and spent her first eight years, with her grandparents’
place just across the road. The owners showed me through both houses, and
the fields where Eloise roamed as a child. The "ledgy pasture" through
which she walked on her way to school was filled with wild blueberries.

One evening, after I had spent the day searching deeds at the Knox
County Recorder’s office, Mr. Brown stayed up until 2 A. M. studying the
deeds. He determined that in 1859 the Butlers had moved to a second farm,
which we visited the next morning. 1In the door of the barn we found a
board inscribed "O. R. Butler - 1863." The present owners had never been
able to decipher it.

For those who can’t wait for my book: Eloise Butler’s great-
grandfather, Phineas Butler, and other relatives in the family of his wife,
Melea Robbins, are characters in the historical novel, Come Spring, by Ben
Ames Williams (Houghton Mifflin Co., 1940).

Page - 1



Gentian, September 1989, page 2

SEPTEMBER NOTES FROM OUR GARDENER, CARY GEORGE

Growing Season, 1989: The Doomsday forecast for drought didn’t "pan
out." In recuperation and rehabilitation, the Garden showed its resilience
and venerability.

Success stories: The Hemlock Grove was planted with fifteen two-foot
hemlocks, simulating a second generation of growth. Thirty red maples will
help replace the tree canopy. We added silver buffaloberry to the edge of
the Prairie Garden. Other trees and shrubs, re-introduced or added to a
sparse population include: gray dogwood, winterberry, red snowberry, black
cherry, elderberry, arrowwood viburnum, quaking aspen, buttonbush.

Spring ephemerals and prairie forbs came through relatively unscathed.
Exceptions: Oconee Bells (not native) and Turk’s Cap Lily, which grew
vegetatively but did not flower. Many ferns suffered. Maidenhair and
royal ferns were hardest hit. The Fern Glade has a 25% mortality and must
be replanted.

Most disturbing losses: paper birches and red oaks. Paper birches
are a short-lived, pioneer tree, so the loss of three sixty-year-old
birches was no surprise. Oaks that died appear to be red oaks, perhaps 80-
100 years old. Because they were still under stress from drought and
because they are red oaks, not white, Oak Wilt Disease is the probable
cause. Chestnut beetles initiate a similar "quick kill" of the entire tree
by tunneling the cambium layer. Other oaks seem healthy, so disease spread
by root grafts is not occurring. This would indicate the damage is
Chestnut Beetle. Whatever the cause, let’s hope for no more losses to our
already sparse tree canopy. Dutch Elm disease took most of the tree canopy
in the mid-1970’s. If the stately oaks disappear, many generations will
pass before a curtain of shade envelops the garden again.

New plant labels are a big hit with visitors. They are easy to read,
yet their earth-tone blends with the environment. Theft and vandalism of
these signs recur. "NO PICKING" and "BASTARD TOAD FLAX" are the signs I
replace most often.

In October, look for construction of the new Trailhead Display: new
landscaping by the parking lot, a platform informational kiosk, new signs
at the back gate. The impoverished front gate will remain. I hope enough
money can be found to add a wooden archway so that visitors may symbolic-
ally "enter into the Garden."

A new cedar shake roof is scheduled for the Shelter. Tear-off should
begin after the ground freezes in November, causing minimal damage to the
environment. A rubber membrane may be added underneath the shakes so that,
in effect, the cedar shakes will act as a facade, and will last longer.

Finally, a DEER UPDATE: The three-legged deer gave birth to a fawn in
the Garden this spring. I hesitate to use the word "cute," but it is that.
The other (four-legged) deer has not been spotted for months, so perhaps
our population remains constant at two. Raising the height of our fence
all around has kept the growing herd of deer outside.

--next page
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OUR GARDEN NATURALISTS REPORT

From DAWN (ZENA) DOERING, MARCIA HOLMBERG, NANCY NIGGLEY,
DAVID RAFFERTY, KAREN SCHIK, STEPHANIE TORBERT

The migration of those confusing fall warblers has begun, with Canada

and golden-winged warblers seen in the garden on August 23rd. Other
interesting bird sightings this summer: a barred owl, seen just outside
the Garden; and a blue-gray gnatcatcher in the bog. Pileated woodpeckers

have again raised a family in the Garden. Two young ones were poking their
heads out of the nest hole early in June.

Of the weekend programs we have offered, the "Night Hike" has been the
most popular. Bio-luminescent fungi and glowworms found on a decomposing
stump were highlights of our most recent night hike. A glowworm is the
larval stage of a firefly. This larval stage may last up to two years in
some firefly species.

Among the naturalists, probably the favorite late summer plant is the

jewelweed (Touch-Me-Not or Impatiens). Jewelweed has a translucent stem,
stands 3 to 7 feet tall, and is found throughout the bog. There are two
species: pale jewelweed (yellow flower) and spotted jewelweed (orange
flower). The plant is pretty, and provides merriment. Seed pods, about
3/4 inch long, swell to near bursting. A ripe pod responds to a slight
nudge by exploding and sending the seed to new germlnatlon sites. The

trick to your career as ]ewelweed propagator is to recognize when the pods
are ripe enough to surprise and entertain.

Mark Your Calendar
 The Bell Museum of Natural History will celebrate its 50th anniversary
with a dinner and program on Monday, December 4, 1989. Highlights:
premiere of the exhibition, "Pioneers of Bird Illustration"; and a report
on the Breckenridge Chair in Ornithology at the University of Minnesota.
Information: Doris Rubenstein, 612/626-2253.

SEPTEMBER PROGRAMS

Saturday, September 23, 7:00 P.M. - Twilight Hike
(Zhaﬂenge your senses in new ways as sounds intensify and images are reduced to areas
of light and dark. Discover the nocturnal world of bats, raccoons and owls. Limit 15,

SMy, September, 24, 5:00 P.M. - Birding Tour
ngn us as we try to glimpse some of the early fall migrants and reacquaint ourselves
with local residents, Bring comfortable shoes, binoculars*, and insect repellent. Limit 10.

Saturday, September 30, 3:00 P.M. - Fireside Stories
Relax by a cozy fire in the Crone Shelter to listen to some excerpts from journals,
poems and stories by Eloise Butler and other writers. Limit 15.

All programs are Free, but you must pre-register as program size is limited. Call the
shelter at 348-5702 after 10:00 a.m. to pre-register. Meet at the Crone shelter for
all programs.

*Wwe have a limited number of binoculars to loan out for program use. Indicate that
you need a pair when you call to register.

Garden Tours: Weekdays at 6:00 P.M., Saturday and Sunday at 11 A.M., 1 and 5 P.M.

Loeation: 1/2 Mile North of Hwy. 12 on Theodore Wirth Parkway
(Meet at the Crone Shelter) ~--next page
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ELOISE BUTLER WILDFLOWER GARDEN & BIRD SANCTUARY

October Programs

1989
Sunday, October 1, 5:00 P.M. Evening Birding
Join us as we try to glimpse some of the early fall migrants and
reacquaint ourselves with 1local residents. Bring comfortable

shoes, binoculars*, and insect repellent. Limit 10.

Saturday, October 7, 1:00 P.M. Drawing & Painting in the Garden
Come join this on-going group to paint and draw together. Bring
the materials you wish to work with. Limit 10.

Sunday, October 8, 3:00 P.M. Fireside Stories

Relax by a cozy fire in the Crone Shelter to listen to some
excerpts from journals, poems and stories by Eloise Butler and
other writers. Limit 15.

Saturday, October 14, 7:00 P.M. Night Hike
Challenge your senses in new ways as sounds intensify and images
are reduced to areas of light and dark. Discover the nocturnal
world of bats, raccoons and owls. Limit 15.

Sunday, October 15, 3:00 P.M. Bog Tour
Enjoy fall's splendour as we explore the restored bog across
Wirth Parkway. Wear comfortable walking shoes. Limit 15.

Saturday, October 21, 3:00 P.M. Birding

Join us as we try to glimpse some of the early fall migrants and
reacqguaint ourselves with local residents. Bring comfortable
shoes, binoculars*, and insect repellent. Limit 10.

Sunday, October 22, 3:00 P.M. Bog Tour
Enjoy fall's splendour as we explore the restored bog across
Wirth Parkway. Wear comfortable walking shoes. Limit 15.

Saturday, October 28, 3:00 P.M. Fireside Stories

Relax by a cozy fire in the Crone Shelter to listen to some
excerpts from journals, poems and stories by Eloise Butler and
other writers. Limit 15.

All programs are free, but you must pre-register as program size
is limited. Call the shelter at 348-5702 after 10:00 a.m. to
pre-register. Meet at the Crone shelter for all programs.

*We have a limited number of binoculars to loan out for program
use. Indicate that you need a pair when you call to register.

Garden Tours: Weekdays at 6:00 P.M., Saturday and Sunday at
11 KiM:z ¥ and. -5 P:M:

Location: 1/2 mile north of Hwy. 12 on Theodore Wirth
Parkway. (Meet at the Crone Shelter).

--turn page
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'M' ‘Minneapolis- Park & Recreation Board

¢

1. The bids for the new signage at the wildflower garden were
recently received and they will be on the agenda for Board
approval on October 5th. The bids came in within the $30,000.00
budget 1imit, so it is likely they will be accepted and then
work can commence. There is a slight possibility that some
signage may yet be in place this fall, however, it is much more
likely that the signage will be in place next spring.

from Mary Maguire Lerman, Coordinator of Horticulture Programs
News for readers of The Fringed Gentian

The bids included signs for the entrance driveway, parking lot,
front gate, back gate &front entrance.

2. This winter the carpenters will build the 4 bridges out of cedar
that will replace the old dock and concrete "bridges" currently
in place in the bog.

3. In October, the carpenters will reroof the Crone Shelter replacing
the currently rotting cedar shakes. Some of the shakes are even

| growing mushrooms when examined this week. We will be replacing

the roof again with cedar shakes.The carpenter foreman expects

that the project will take one week. When we know of the exact

dates, we will contact Shirley Schultz to cancel volunteers for

that week. The shelter will be closed and the phone recording

on during that week, as volunteers will unlikely be able to hear

with all the pounding, etc.

4. Our forestry department will remove the large dead oak behind the
shelter building before the carpenters begin work. Often we leave
dead trees standing if there is no hazard. However, this oak has
a slight lean in it towards the shelter, and there is no point
taking any chances at all with the building. Evidently nature
cooperated (with the drought) to take out this oak. We should now
get a bit more sunlight on the roof and perhaps less moss

development. Our carpenter said that cedar shake roofs normally
last 40-50 years, but in the shade, the moss has contributed

to an early decay. The shakes are now acting like sponges,
absorbing and holding moisture on the roof. We’re glad we could
budget the roof replacement before any moisture damage to the
interior of the shelter. Soffits (not visible) will be installed
to improve air circulation in the attic.

5. In addition, carpenters are ordering a staircase ladder to aid
in access to the attic and floorboards so that we can put down a
permanent attic floor, aiding in storage of materials.
Since the carpenters have many items on their schedule, the ladder
and attic boards may not be installed until next spring. However,
the roofing job will be completed in October.

--next page
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) Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board
/ (continued)

6. The board has received another $40,000.00 grant for the Thomas
Sadler Roberts Bird Sanctuary. This Natural Resource Rehabilitation
Grant will allow for the dredging of another large pond and also
installation of more Superdeck naturewalks in the wetlands and
other signage. This dredging will likely occur this coming winter.

7. Experience a new "scentsation" at the garden. Beginning the week
of September 11, gardener Cary George has been instaliling a new walk
way mulch of cedar shavings. If the wind is Jjust right, you can
detect the fragrance as you begin your walk down the staircase from

§ the parking lot. They also are providing a wonderful cushiony bounce
to your walk on the pathways. If they work as claimed, they will
knit together with age and certainly help to prevent further washing
of the path. We will wait to see its results. The color will darken
with age.
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KATHLEEN DARLEY

~ NN\ 2 71 | ' QUR_VOLUNTEER
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|Darley i
| Kathleen McConnon, 81, died
in Chapel Hill, North Carolina
January 22. A native of Winona
& longtime resident of Mpls, ‘
‘Mrs. Darley was active in the i
Faculty Women's Club of the
University of Minnesota & as a
volunteer at the Eloise Buller
Wildflower Garden & in read-
ing to nursery school children,
A graduate of Vassar College,
she worked as a nursery
school feacher, then wenl on 1o
earn a PhD in Child Develon-
ment from fhe Universily of
Minnesola. She worked for the
Chidren's Bureau in Washing-
lon, DC during WW il, then
faught for several vears at
Twin Cities area colleges & lat-
er worked for the Peace Corps
in Washington, A memorial
service will be held in Mpls at
the Cathedral Church of Si.
Mark’s on Fri, Aug 18 at 11
am. Memorials preferred lo
Eloise Buller Wildflower Gar-
den or Florence Goodenough
Reference Room at Institute of
Child Develoemenl, U of M.
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Drawing by W. J. Breckenridge - =turn page
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THi FPCLLOWING ARl ADDITIONS AND CHANGES-TO THE ROSTER THIS SUMMER:

* Additions

Ada Alden

4760 YPineview Lane

Plymouth, ki 55442
2o1-2922

Doris A. Berg

3210 Girard Ave. 3.

Lpls., MN 55400
825-6992

l.elissa Butler

1311 Burns Ave.

St. Paul, LN 55106
113=-2017

Lary Park Ford

1235 Yale Place #1505

Mpls., MN 55403
332-5500 339-4867

Kai John Hagen

1635 Euclid Ave.

Berkely, CA 94709
415-843-6101

Bruce Jones

1901 Drew Ave. S.

Mpls., MN 55416
928-6276

Lanie Paymar

18625 Ford Pkwy

St. Paul, MN 55116-1918
690-2515

Jerome Smith

3556 Columbus

Mpls., MN 55407
823-0042

Loretta Stutsman
1653 Maple Knoll Dr.

St Paul, NN 55113
645-2622

EVELYN CHADBOURN

9414 BRISTOL VILLAGE DRIVE

MINNEAPOLIS MN 55438

PHONE: 612/942-5492

Ione Allison
3663 Park Center Blvd.
$t. Louis Park, MN 55416

Harriet Betzold

1455 Spring Valley Rd.

bpls., ILN 55422
588-4374

lary Sue Comfort
841 Park Ave.
Mahtomedi, MN 55115

426-4067

Mr. & lirs. Dale Gilbert

5628 - 39th Ave. S.

Mpls., MN 55417
T27-2714

Mary Jo Henning

2928 W. Dean Blvd. #4C

¥pls., MN 55416
525-3205

Lake Mtka Garden Club

513 W. Ferndale Rd.

Wayzata, Mn 55391

Jodi Polzin

David Richfield

1235 Washburn Ave. N.

Mpls., MN 55411
588-5266

Carol Sorflaten
Mpls., MN 55406

* Patrieia Subert
2000 Grand S. #2
Kiples, NN 55405

871-2805

Leah I. Ancderson

2523 Portland Ave. S.

lipls., MN 55404
870-8604

* Cheryl I'. Brinkley
3238 - 37th Ave. S.
Mpls., LN 554006

T22-4605

* Cathy Lilers
2245 Sanford Ct.
St. Paul, N 55105

699-5751

*¥ Priscilla Grew
20 H.HB. 2nd St. #1108
Mpls. MN 55413
627-4780

¥ Marjorie Huebner
2729 S. 8th st. (4)
Mpls., HE 55454
338-5353

*¥ Jess Lynch
1871 &. Hoyt
St. Paul, LN 55119
T76-2082

¥ Diane Rafats
bteve Schilling
2704 Colfax Ave. 5.
Mpls., M 554008
872-9854

* Muriel Sorflaten
2001 S. . Franklin
Mpls., MN 55414

* Diane Thotﬁungal
1618 Bustis Apt. 9

%, Paul, NN 55108
644-3149



DO YOU HAVE A FRIEND WHO "HAS EVERYTHING" AND

YOU NEEPR AN TDEA FOR A HOLIDAY GIFT..........

Why not introduce your friend to the Wildflower
Garden and Bird Sanctuary by mailing in your
contribution of $5.00 or more and the "Friends"
will send this special card and a year's subscription to the Gentian
to your friend:

he “Friends of
he \Vild Flower
gard:m Tnc.
\\Velcome you as a membet-
Jor the coming year as a gift”
from

MAIL YOUR CHECK MADE QOUT TO THE FRIENDS OF THE WILDFLOWER GARDEN, INC.
to Patricia Thomesen, 1037 W. County Road D, St. Paul, MN 55126
E APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE

The Friends of the Wild Flower . FRIENDS OF THE WILD FLOWER GARDEN, INC.
Garden and Bird Sanctuary exist in E N (A Non-Profit Corporation)
order to develop, conserve and make : Sponsoring
[RoEs ity tailabie. tre matlEERRE IO 7 2 THE ELOISE BUTLER WILD FLOWER GARDEN
North America, and, to this end, to . AND BIRD SANCTUARY
protect and maintain the Eloise Butler : s 3 M :

Wild Flower Garden and Bird Sanctu- : in Theodore Wirth Park—Minneapolis
ary. - .

The privileges of membership in- . NAME TYPES OF MEMBERSH P
eliede ;u?urﬂpthnx e puarter]y : [J AGTIVE § 5.00
newsletter, THE FRINGED GENTIAN, ¢ S PDBRESS ] sUS1AINER 10.00
and issuance biennially of a Roster of “ (] SPONSOR 25.00
Membership; voting at annual meet- : ‘ [J BUILDER 100.00
ings; and, above all, participation in : g L State Zip Code | [ BENEFACTOR 20300
the program of conservation and devel- . [ 1 enclose remittance P et "c't‘ab":"e

, : Tel. No. u re tax ucti i
opment represented by the Garden. : Bleuse make check payable [: 2 C:?‘f;:.c;nmns carry equal
. Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc. = o



