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FROM PRESIDENT ANN KESSEN

| At this time of year my eyes become a little sharper, my

| hearing a little more acute. Each time I step outside I’'m
. alert for the sight or sound of my first robin. I say "my"
| because serious birders know that most winters a few robins
spend the season with us. I’ve never seen one of these

| winter robins myself, so for me, as for many others, March
| is the time to look for these old friends returning from
warmer climes. '

Before I knew much of other birds, I knew robins: the way
a robin cocks its head, the way it runs across the lawn,
the way it gives a scolding note from its perch in a tree.
Wherever I go, robin song speaks of home and hope and a
comforting familiarity. So in spring, I look eagerly for
robins, harbingers of good things to come: warmth and
wildflowers and the pleasures of spring.

i
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I look forward, too, to the opening of the Garden. Cary George, our
Gardener, is already back at work in the Garden, and, come April, the
shelter will be open again. Expect to see a few changes in the Garden this
season: some new bridges, and a boulder on the prairie with a basin to
hold water for the birds.

Also: over the winter the Friends received a generous bequest from
the Lehan H. Hamlin estate, as well as some shares of stock from an
anonymous donor. We are deeply touched and extremely grateful for such
gifts. The Garden is a cherished spot for many people. Its opening each
spring is an eagerly anticipated event, like the arrival of the first
robin. The seasons change, spring comes again, and our hearts are glad.

T

Gates of Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden and Bird Sanctuary will open for
the season on Sunday, April first. Hours are 7:30 AM till dusk (closing
time varies with sunset). The Martha Crone Shelter will be open daily from
10 AM to dusk. Volunteers will serve in the Shelter from 10 AM to 3:30 PM,
and naturalists will be on duty till the end of the day. We do not yet
have the schedule of naturalist-conducted programs and walks for April and

May. But you may call the Shelter_ (348 - 5702) and request a schedule.

OUR_GARDEN NATURALISTS
DAWN (ZENA) DOERING, MARCIA HOLMBERG, NANCY NIGGLEY,
DAVID RAFFERTY, KAREN SCHIK, STEPHANIE TORBERT

--turn page
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MARCH UPDATE FROM OUR GARDENER, CARY GEORGE

This is a time of anticipation in the Garden. Fully a month away fi_ .«
the emergence of hepaatica, snow trillium, skunk cabbage, and elderberry
blossoms, winter images remain strong: prairie wildflowers cling to last-
year seed pods, the frozen bog pushes up trail signposts as if they were
toothpicks, and the invincible "smell" of spring is still locked in winter
frost.

City Pages nominated the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden as the best
garden in the Twin Cities because "it displays a subtle, more naturalistic
beauty that teaches the mind and informs the sensibility." This, of
course, comes as no surprise to us.

Red fox population appears high this spring, if the tracks and fresh
rabbit "kills" are an indication. Every summer the pheasant population
climbs, and their callings and sightings delight visitors. Yet every
winter the foxes and the harsh climate decimate these exotic birds. When
I am working in March, I don’t see a sign of a pheasant, but by early
summer they have repopulated the entire Garden.

An unwanted visitor to the Garden, the white-tailed deer, has not been
seen since last fall. The Second Annual Deer Round-up, with several dozen
Garden volunteers making a sweep early in November, turned up no deer. My
winter "security checks" revealed no signs of deer. Let’s keep our fingers
crossed and gates closed this spring.

Last November while we were :
burning brush piles on the edge A M O U S E —
of the bog, we inadvertently
started a peat fire. It took a IS MIRACLE ENOUGH
day of digging with shovels, and '
spraying with backpacked water,
to put out the smoldering fire.
It couldn’t have been accom-
plished without the help of
Gardener Tom Vogen. Thanks, Tom.
In the bog area we now have a
rather large man-made pool that
will serve as a wildlife oasis,
if normal rains return.

A section of the upland ocak
woods will be cleared of its
undesirable understory this
spring. Work will begin by
burning brush along the back

trail to the Prairie. This
trail was created in the mid- N\
‘70’s, and no extensive plant- From The Countryman, Summer 1965

ings have been made. We first
have to clear buckthorn, rasp-

berry, boxelder,and poison ivy. TO STAGGER _
As more wildflowers are planted,

perhaps this steep back en- S E X I L L l ON b
trance to the Prairie will be I

worth the climb. OF INFIDELS

--Walt Whitman
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MINNEAPOLIS From Mary Maguire Lerman

PARK & RECREATION BOARD Coordinator of Horticulture Programs

Walker Art Center has donated several computers and printers to the
Park Board. Dan Hasty has arranged that one of these units will be
delivered to the Shelter. We can keep the blooming-plant list on the

computer there and also print it out, so there won’t be delay between
assembling the data and getting it printed. We may be able to put all the
data on each species into the computer and easily update it yearly and
print it for anyone who wants information about a specific plant.

Computer technoloqy has arrived at the Garden!

New signs for the Garden: they were ready months ago, but were
destroyed in a fire in the shop. Now their replacements are finished, and

will be installed when frost is out of the ground.

Theodore Wirth Bog, on the northwest section of Theodore Wirth Park:
The Center for Community Action crew has worked to improve access from the
upper path down to the bog. I think we’ll see more park patrons using the
site for birding and plant observation. When we have eliminated the
buckthorn, we’ll start planting native orchids in the bog.

You may send for a free copy of a new DNR publication: "The Uncommon
Ones: Minnesota’s Endangered Plants and Animals." It’s a handsome folio
brochure, with color photographs, black-and-white, and sketches. It gives
six topics on why species become endangered, and presents eight habitats
with the creatures at risk in each. Printed on recyclable paper.

DNR Information Center, 550 Lafayette Road, St Paul MN 55155.

Phones: 1-800-652-9747. Or 612 / 296-6157.

GREEN THEMES LECTURES: See next page.
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‘We are sorry to report the death
Crone Prevey, who died last May 27 in an auto accident in Canada,
Janet is survived
and three grandsons.

Her mother worked with Eloise Butler i._
and following Eloise’s

of a drunk driver.

Linda Prevey Wander,
Janet lived in Mankato.

establishing the Garden,

NOTES

of Martha Crone’s only child, Janet
the fault

by two daughters: Judy Prevey and

death in 1933, Martha Crone

was curator or head gardener of Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden from 1933

to 1959.

When Martha Crone died in February 1989,

Janet was very helpful

to our Friends organization in giving us her mother’s collection of slides,

and in helping us move
Minneapolis to the Garden.

wild flowers

from the Crone in

GREEN THEMES: FREE GARDEN TALKS
Wednesdays, 12:15 PM Room 310
Minneapolis Public Library

300 Nicollet Mall

Mar 21 Hardy Azaleas
28 Slope & Erosion Control
April 4 Pruning Fruit Crops
11 Design Perennial Gardens
18 Public cardens
in the Upper Midwest
25 Start Seedlings Indoors
May 2 Composting Garden Waste
9 1990 Plant Introductions
16 Phlox in the Garden
23 Managing Lawn Clippings
30 Growing Tomatoes
June 6 Cucumbers/Squash/Melons
13 Garden Waste for Mulches
20 Landscape Your Home
27 Growing and Picking

Strawberries

of the

the next mailing
Gentian, you will receive the

In

new Roster. If your copy is
missing, call Pat Thomesen at
484-1646. Can you volunteer
to serve in the Shelter? call
Shirley Schultz, 521=5422,
after 10 AM. Annual Meeting:
Saturday, May 19, 10:30 AM.
Save date: Notice coming.
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"When I touch that flower, I am touch-

ing infinity. I learn what I know by

watching and 1loving everything.n
== George Washington Carver.

Sarah Urwick Ellgen was living on a
mountainside near gt. Albans, West
Virginia, when her father, Ppaul c.
Ellgen, took this picture (1975) .
( Sarah is Editor’s grandcaughter. )
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i THE % DO YOU HAVE A FRIEND YOU WOULD LIKE TO INTRODUCE
¥ veweersHip ¥ 70 THE GARDEN AND BIRD SANCTUARY THIS SUMMIR....
E CORNER E As a birthday present? .... Special occasion?....
*%****************E* Just mail in your contribution of 35.0(5 or more

x and the "Friends" will send this special card and

a year's subscription to the Gentian to your friend:

he’ Friends
he: \Vild F
Garden Tnc.

\\Velcome you as a member

j’or Me coming vear as a aift
g J il

from

Mail your check made out to the Friends of the Wildflower Garden, Inc.
to Patricia Thomesen, 1037 W. County Road D, St. Paul, MN 55126.

APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP IN THE
FRIENDS OF THE WILD FLOWER GARDEN, INC. ’V

(A Non-Profit Corporation)

The Friends of the Wild Flower
Garden and Bird Sanctuary exist in
order to develop, conserve and make
universally available the native flora of
North America, and, to this end, to
protect and maintzin the Eloise Butler
Wild Flower Garden and Bird Sanctu-

Sponsoring
THE ELOISE BUTLER WILD FLOWER GARDEN

AND BIRD SANCTUARY
in Theodore Wirth Park—_Minneapo[is

ary.

The privileges of membership in- NAME TYPES OF MEMBERSHIP
clude subscription to the quarterly O ACTIVE S 5.00
newsletter, THE FRINGED GENTIAN, ADDRESS [ SUSTAINER 10,00

id issuance biennially of a Roster of % SBZC"E;E: 1;3-88
Menmbesship;  voling at afnusl met City State Zip Code [J BENEFACTOR 200.00

ings; and, above all, participation in
the program of conservation and devel-
opment represented by the Garden.

[0 1 enclose remittance or above

Yel. No.
Please make check payable to
Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc.

S —— Classifications carry equal
privileges.
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