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FROM PRESIDEI{T ANN KESSEN

If you've been to The Garden lately, you've noticed the work at the
front gate. As I mentioned in the last Gentian, a new gate has been
planned for The Garden. There has been a lot of thought and
conversation and planning put into the new gate over the past year, and
it's exciting to at last see the project happen.

Some time ago, Cary George, the Gardener, initiated a discussion about the front gate. For
Cary, as for many others, The Garden is a special place, beautiful and serene. The front gate,
however, has given no hint of the pleasures within. Rather, the entry to The G.arden has had a
rather forbidding, institutional look. As we discussed it further, we clearly agreed that this fine old
garden deserves something better, an entrance that invites people to step inside, that bids them

lyelcomq that says this garden is eager to share its loveliness, its peacefulness, with all who enter.

So the planning process began. At the very start, Cary and a few members of The Friends'
Board of Directors sat down together and agreed upon a general idea of what the new gate should
look like. This idea was then given to Sandy Welsh, a landscape architect with the Minneapolis
Parks & Recreation, who worked with consultants to produce three drawings providing three different
interpretations of our basic idea. Much discussion among various individuals resulted in one of the
three being selected as the best. Then a reinterpretation produced yet a fourth drawing and it's this
final drawing that is providing the plan for the new gate.

The actual metal gate that has been in place for many years is to be reset as part of the new
structure of stone and wood, which will include: an arch over the entry, the full name of The
Gardeq and a plaque giving the date "1907," the year The Garden was established. Work began
the week before Labor Day; I don't know how far it will have progressed by the time you receive
this newsletter. Why don't you stop by and see for yourself? We hope you will be as excited as we
on the Board are.

ELOISE BUTLER. AN HISMRICAL VIEW

Little is known of the life of Eloise Butler, founder of The Wildflower Garden. Local writet
Martha Hellander is writing a biography of Miss Butler entitled, A Reed Shaken By the Wind: Life

@ and she will be giving a talk about Butler's pre-garden years,

-the 1890's. This event will be held at the Martha Crone Shelter, located in The Garden, on
Saturday, September 30th, at 3:00 P.M. To make reservations phone the Shelter at 34U57A2 after
10:00 AM.



NOTES TROM OIIR GARDENER, CARY GEORGE

The Wildflower Garden is an extension of
the urban forest that lines the grid pattern of
Minneapolis streets and the more nonlinear
pattem of Golden Valley's streetscape. The
Garden suffers from the same problems as the
rest of the urban forest: Dutch elm disease
took virtually all the American et::s in the
mid-7O's. Oak wilt has become the major
threat in the 90's. It kills red oals quickly,
and white oaks in a slower, more subtle way-
one branch at a time. A mysterious disease
called "Ash Decline" has killed many of the
green ash planted in the 70's. Critics would
say we learned nothing from the monoculture
planting of elms in the 1920's, as green ash
have been overplanted and form a large
percentage of trees planted on public land and
in streetscapes.

The drought of '8&'89 caused the death
of several oaks, perhaps more correctly
through secondary invasions of oak wilt fungus
or two-lined ch€stnut borers in already
drought-stressed trees. This year on July 8, 70
mile-an-hour straight-line winds struck The
Garden felling five l0Gyear-old red oa}s and
two mature green ash.

The Woodland Garden contains 63
species of trees. It could be generally
classified as a third-generafion climax forest.
Remnants of the second generation consist
largely of 1O0-year-old red and white oaks.
The rest of the tree canopy consists of 2G40-
year-old trees and while red maple, sugar
maple, green ash, basswood and oaks dominate
there is a unique mixture of black walnut,
hickory butternut, hackberry, Ohio buckeye,

and Kentucky coffeetree. With continued
reforestation efforts, a healthy tree canopy will*-.
again erwelope The Garden with an exciting
mix of trees worthy of botanical study. So
rather than look upon tree loses with a

doomsday attitude, we have the opportunity to
select trees and, to some degree, control the
changes in The Garden into the next century.

The Minneapolis Park Board has

conducted a Heritage Tree Program since

1981, The largest tree of each species is

determined by heigh! spread ofbranches, and
circumference of the trunk at 4.5 feet, Six
Heritage Trees are located in The Garden:
Canadian hemlock (Tsuga canadensis), black
cherry (Pruruf-lerodna), pin cherry (M
pe4$ylvanigg), Siberian crabapple (Malus
baccata), mountain maple (Aeef-gpieatuSs), and
white oak (Quercus alba). Undoubtedly, many
Heritage Trees have been overlooked and are
waiting to be discovered in some hidden
backyard, If you have a suspicion a large tree
is worthy of heritage status call MarciF
Holmberg at the Park Board Forestry ofEce
(34&4448). Each year on Arbor Day new
heritage trees are given a plaque stating the
name of the fiee, its measurements, and the
year it was nominated.

An equally important program involves
locating trees of historicaVcultural and
horticultural significance. Any tree that was
planted to commemorate an important event
or any tree that is horticulturally unique, that
is, not normally found in Minnesota, is eligible
for this designation. Once again, nodry the
Park Board Forestry office.

The Fringed Gentian - Page 2



A GIIIDE TO flI{DING EERITAGB IREES AT TEE WIIDflOWER GARDEN

Pin Cherry By the Prairie service gate
Mountain Maple. . . . . Near Station #12
Siberian Crabapple . . Near Station #14
White Oak . At Station #21
Canadian Hemlock . . In the middle of the Hemlock Grove
Black Cherry Ircated by the back gate

RECOMMEI.IDM NATTVE TREES & SHRI]BS
for a

WOODI"AND WILDflOWER GARDEIY

TREES
Large

Kentucky Coffeetree
White Ash
White Oak
White Pine

Medium
Arborvitae or White Cedar
Bircheg paper & river
Blackcherry
Hemlock
Jackpine
Mountain Ash

Large
Amer. Highbush Cranberry
Arrowwood
Gray Dogwood

Medium
Winterberry
Red Elderberry
Common Elderberry

SERUBS

Small
Bluebeech
Juneberry
Ironwood
Hawthorns
Mountain Maple
Nannyberry
Pagoda Dogl,ood
Pincherry
Wahoo
Wild Plum

Small
Bush Honeysuckle
C-anada Yew
Iratherwood
New Jersey Tea
Potentilla
Wild Roses
Meadowsweet
Currant
Gooseberry
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EELP PROIECI & MAINTAIN IEE WILDFLOWET GARDEN: JOIN TEE TRIENDS!

To join the Friends of the Wildflower Garden complete the membersNp form below and send the
completed form and your membership dues to: \__.,

Friends of the Wildflower Garden, Inc.
Patricia Thomeserl Membership ermmittee
1037 West County Road D
St. Paul MN 55126

Name

MEX}IBERSHIP TORM
I.RIENDS O['TEE WILDX'I,OIilER GARDEN AND BIRD SANCTUARY

Telephone

Address

Types of Membership

Benefactor $200.00

Membership entitles you to receive The Fringed Gentian. a quarterly newsletter published by the
Friends, issuance biennially of a Membership Roster, voting at Annual Meetings, an4 above all"
participation in the program of conservation and development represented by The Garden.

INTR.ODUCE A T'RIEND TO THE GARDEhT

Do you have a friend you would like
to introduce to the Eloise Butler
WildflorrerGarden? As a birthday
gift, an anniversary present, or other
special occasion? SrCn them up for
a membership, at whatever
membership level you choose, and
we'tl mail them a "Gift Card" like the
one shown at right. They will then
receive a year's subscription to the
Fringed Gentian.

Active
Sustainer
Sponsor
Builder

$ 5.00
$ 10.00
$ 25.00
$100.00

6erae$ o7
s \trt.(f, rykw

'\\){*rrre uM. as amenfier
f,or {te coitng lewr qj a6lft
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NEWS TROM MARY MAGTJIRE I,ERMAN, PARK BOARD EORTICI'LTTIRIST

Work c,ontinues on the new Daylily Garden located in Wirth Park (near the intersection of
Glenwood Avenue and Xerxes), T$o additional beds \dll be added and each variety will
have identi$ing markers. \/

C.ongratulations to the Minneapolis Parts & Recreation for receiving approval of a $5Q000
grant from the kgislative Commission on Minnesota Resources. The money will be used to
help restore the Roberts Bird Sanctuary, Final state approval of the grant must be given by
the 1991 legislature.

*.MEI|{ORIALS..

A memorial was received from Betty Bryan, in memory of Mrs. Marie Iouise Menikheim
(Mrs. Douglas). All memorials are gratefully received,

FROM TEE EDITOR

The Friends hope that you are pleased with the new newsletter format. Beginning with this
issue, we will be using recycled paper. If you kaow of any organizatioq business, or individual
who you tlrink would benefit from receiving our newsletter, call me, Kathryn Stennes, at 37+1268
and I will be sure to include them on the mailing list.

FRIENDS OF TTM WILDFLOWER GARDEN
Treasurer, Melvin Duoos
5113 Bryant Ave. N.
Minneapolig MN 55430

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Minneapolis, MN
Permit No. 251

Mary M, krman, MPRB
3800 S. Bryant
Minneapolis, Mn 552109

WEITOME NEW MEIVIBERS!!
E Keith Black...tlary L Blonigan-Mr. & Mrs. James Q. Brorm....
Mr. & Mrs. George Erickson...IGrl Gressen..Ihomas. P. Eillmrn....
Mpls. Parks C-ommissioner Paticia f,illmeyen....Roger lfuolick...
IVenily S. Iarson...Ellen Lipschultz-Ordie McCormack...Mariann fiblin..
Iaura Weinberyer.....George J. Will..-Eolly lilindle



CI,ASSES ON FALL GARDENING

- Autumn is the time of the year to begin planning for your garden's needs next spring.
._-Here's an opportunity to learn about planting bulbs; and to better understand how to set up a

compost; and to learn how to identiff ornamental grasses. The classes are free of charge and
offered Wednesdays at 12:15 P.M at the Minneapolis Public Library 300 Nicollet Mall, Room
310. The sponsors for these classes are the Minnesota Extension Service of Hennepin County,
the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum, the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board, and the
Minneapolis Public Library. Below is the schedule of classes:

Sept.
Sept.

5: Replanting Bulbs
12: Fall Colors in Plants

19: Ornamental Grasses
26: Fall Composting

Sept.
Sept.

TOURS AND PROGRAMS AT THE GARDEN

Here's an opportunity to see The Garden as a Naturalist: Discover the nocturnal world of
bats, raccoons, and owls; glimpse some of the early migrating birds and reacquaint yourself with
local residents; create a I'nature print" using dyes from nature. The programs are held weekends
at the Martha Crone Shelter, at The Garden, and are free of charge. Call the Shelter at 348-
5702 after 10:00 to register. Don't forget, garden tours are offered weekdays at 6:00 P.M.,
Saturdays and Sundays at 11:00 A.M., 1:00 and 5:00 P.M.

\'' NATURE PRINTING...... Sept. 23, 3:00 P.M.
GARDEN TOUR IN A.S.L................. Sept. 29, 3:00 P.M.
ELOISE BUTLER, AN HISTORICAL VIEW....... Sept. 3Q 3:00 P.M.

LYNDALE PARK GARDENS: CALIFORNIA POPPIES, ASTERS, DELPHINIUMS, & COREOPSIS

The gardens at Lyndale Park, Minneapolis, are now in their prime. Incated on the
northeast shore of l-ake Harriet, the garden displays include both perennial and annuals that are
a knock-out!

California Poppg Corcopsis
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