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WHO WAS ELOISE BUTLER?

On the western border of Minneapolis, is a 13-acre wildflower
preserve and bird sanctuary. Narrow footpaths wind through four separate
habitats: woodland, bog, upland and prairie. The seasonal procession
of bloom of native wildflowers is unequalled anywhere else in the state.

Hundreds of visitors come to the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden
and Bird Sanctuary each year, and many ask, "Who was Eloise Butler?"
Born in Maine in 1851, Miss Butler came to Minneapolis in 1874 to
teach. She was quite a naturalist. In the 1880’s she collected hundreds
of algae from different regions of Minnesota, many new species were
discovered by her and several named for her, an example of one: Cosmarium eloiseanum. In the
1890’s she travelled with her sister, Cora Pease collecting seaweed specimens, algae and ferns in
Jamaica. And, from 1904 to 1910 she taught botany at South High School in Minneapolis.

It was Miss Butler who lead in establishing Minnesota’s first public wildflower garden in 1907;
it was then called the Natural Botanical Garden, later renamed the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden.
Miss Butler was appointed curator of our beloved Garden in 1911. She continued as garden curator
until her death in 1933. A bronze plaque is mounted on a boulder in the Garden with the following
words memorializing Miss Butler:

To this sequestered glen Miss Butler
gathered from all sections of our state
specimens of its beautiful native plants
and tended them with patient care. This
priceless garden is our heritage from her
and its continued preservation a living
testimony of our appreciation. Here her
ashes are scattered and here her
protective spirit lingers.

Until now there has not been an
historical record on the life of Miss Butler,
but in March of 1992, North Star Press of St.
Cloud will be publishing local author, Martha
Hellander’s The Wild Gardener: Life and Writings of Eloise Butler. The Friends of the Wild Flower
Garden, the Minneapolis Women’s Club and the Minnesota Historical Society supported Ms.
Hellander’s research work the past two years. Look for the March issue of the Gentian, order
blanks for the book will be inserted into the newsletter and discounts will be available to members
of the Friends. Proceeds for the sale of the book by the Friends will go towards the work in the
Wildflower Garden.




NOTES FROM OUR GARDENER, CARY GEORGE

Mammals play an important role in tue
ecosystem of the Wildflower Garden. I have
compiled a list of mammals from my
observations, and while it is no doubt
incomplete it gives an indication of a healthy
population of mammals from the more
gregarious species to the more furtive and
nocturnal:

Deer Mouse Peromyscus maniculatus

House Mouse Musmusculus

Short-tailed Shrew Blarina brevicanda

Eastern Mole Scalopus aquaticus

Meadow Vole Microtus pennsylvanicus

Eastern Chipmunk Tamias striatus

Gray Squirrel Sciurus carolinensis

Red Squirrel Tamiasciurus hudsonicus

Eastern Cottontail Sylvilagus floridanus

Woodchuck Marmota monax

Raccoon Procyon lotor

Red Fox Vulpes vulpes
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Over the years there have been
sightings in the Garden and the surrounding
739 acres of Wirth Park of unusual mammals.
Last summer, Friends’ volunteer, Kaye
Rudberg and I watched a soaking wet river
otter Lutra canadensis "hump" his way across
the patio in front of the Crone Visitor Shelter.
At least three naturalists later saw the same
otter. Bob Sandell spotted a badger Taxidea
taxus this summer near the Wirth Picnic
Pavilion, and a visitor called to report a
Canadian lynx Lynx canadensis.

These sightings and many others have
been made by knowledgeable people with
natural history backgrounds. I believe the
vastness and remoteness of Wirth Park’s 700+
acres makes it quite possible that these
mammals exist unobserved except for the
rarest of chance sightings.

Alpine Garden in the Rocky Mountains by Betty Bryan

On a late fall visit in Colorado I found a new wildflower garden in Vail, The Betty Ford Alpine
Garden. Located on the east end of the village, it is adjacent to the Gerald R. Ford Amphitheater.

All appears to have been constructed in a rather open area. Trees have been planted and
pleasant paths wind beside beds planted with both native and non-native wildflowers that thrive at
high altitudes. Two small but realistic waterfalls end in pools and small streams. Possibly the water
is recycled. Convenient English-Garden-style benches invite reflection and repose.

The older beds are flourishing, and the new beds in a section recently opened allow one to see
easily what has been planted. All beds are watered by drip lines.

I found no written information at the Garden nor in Vail’s literature, nor was a gardener in
view during my visit. Donations were solicited in a lock-box near the entrance.

A small gem in a quiet setting, the Alpine Garden is well worth a visit.
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NATURALISTS’ NOTES FROM THE WILDFLOWER GARDEN

SPRING 1991 -- The warbler rush is on, 19 species were identified in the Garden. The Indigo
Bunting returned on May 10th. Visitors to the Garden had so much to see, the dilemma was
whether to look up at the birds, or down at the new spring flowers.

Martha Hellander, who has done research on Miss Butler and the history of the Garden gave the
Naturalists an informative tour about the Garden. She took us to Eloise’s secret garden near the
Tamarack bog. We saw an Ovenbird, a warbler heard more often than seen.

The month of May was a very wet month. There was great diversity of fungus within the Garden.
The Showy Lady’s Slipper Cypripedium reginae bloomed May 30th.
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SUMMER 1991 -- The Pileated Woodpecker became more visible and audible, and they were seen
several times around the Crone Visitor Shelter and in the surrounding woods. Late June was a good
time to watch for fledglings.

The beautiful, shiny green Dogbane Beetle have returned to the Indian Hemp Apocynum
cannabinum. Fireflies (or Lightning Bugs) are out. With close observation you can notice
differences in duration, intervals, and the number of flashes as different species have different
patterns of flashes. The female perches on or near the ground and signals light to attract the male.
The male flies around flashing until it finds the female for mating. Eggs are laid in the soil and
larvae have the ability to glow - glowworms. Some female species are known to attract a male,
mate, and then mimic the flash pattern of another male species to lure, capture and eat the male.

Cool, comfortable temperatures and plenty of moisture enhanced the mushroom crop this year. In
mid-August the early fall migrant warbler sightings were good: American Redstart, Wilson’s,
Chestnut-sided, Blackburnian, Magnolia, Black-and-White, Pine, Tennessee and Nashville were all
seen on one day.

FALL 1991 -- A monarch butterfly was seen emerging from its chrysalis on September 10 in the bog,
soon to begin its flight as far south as the Yucatan Peninsula. The first heavy frost came Sept. 20.

In October the autumn colors were at their peak, and just before closing the Garden for the end
of the season, a Red-bellied Woodpecker came to bid the last visitor of the season farewell.
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FROM PRESIDENT ANN KESSEN

"Tis the season when, as the Garden slumbers under its blanket of snow, I take the opportunity
to highlight improvements during 1991, and to acknowledge the people who made them possible.

The past year was notable both for projects completed and for projects begun. The new front
gate had been substantially finished the previous fall but the ground just inside the gate was bare
and hard, evidence of the heavy equipment and hard work that were required to build the stone
gate. It took the addition of spring plantings of wildflowers and white pines to make the gate truly
a part of the Garden and bring closure to the project.

Our May Annual Meeting saw the final step of the tedious but necessary process of ensuring
that our articles of incorporation and by-laws are in compliance with new state law regarding non-
profits. Unenjoyable and labor-intensive as the process was, it provided an important opportunity
to reflect on who we are and how we operate. More exciting was Martha Hellander’s completion
of her manuscript on the life of Eloise Butler. The excitement will continue next spring, when North
Star Press publishes the biography in March.

Another big event this coming spring will be the completion of improvements to the Mallard
Pond area. Invasive and undesirable plants will be replaced, the pond’s surface area will be
increased, and the boundary of the Garden expanded.

Thank you to the members and supporters of the Friends, and to the volunteers and the Board
of Directors of the Friends. And, most especially, I wish to thank our Gardener, Cary George for
a wonderfully successful 1991 season, and thanks, too, to the staff and crew of the Minneapolis
Parks.

THE WILD GARDENER
Life and Selected Writings of Eloise Butler

The publication date of "The Wild
Gardener - Life and Selected Writings of
Eloise Butler" will be March 1, 1992. Local
writer and author of "The Wild Gardener",
Martha Hellander will be at the Eloise Butler
Wildflower Garden several times in the
upcoming spring to talk about the life of Miss
Butler and she will be signing copies of her
new book, "The Wild Gardener".

Members of the Friends may purchase

Friends’ volunteer, Ann Hall of Eden Prairie was the book at a discounted price. Royalties from
awarded outstanding volunteer for 1991 by the the sale of this book through the Friends of
Minneapolis Park Board. Ann is a volunteer at the the Wild Fl Card il be d ted t
Visitor Shelter in the Wildflower Garden; 50 e Wi RERRIS "CECEDIREN WL S O e
volunteers from the Friends provided 1073 the work of the Eloise Butler Wildflower
volunteer hours staffing the Shelter during 1991. Garden and Bird Sanctuary.
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MEMBERSHIP NEWS

Membership Chair Betty Bryan happily
reports full renewal of memberships that were
due in the months of January, March and May
of 1991! Thanks to all our loyal members.

A year’s membership with the Friends
begins in the month in which an individual or
family joins. Renewal letters are sent annually
just prior to that renewal month. A reminder
follows soon after your membership has lapsed.

Since the Friends fiscal year ends on
December 31, receiving all renewed
memberships for the 1991 year by that date is
appreciated, for it allows the Board to set its
budget for the coming year.

With the long-hoped-for restoration of
Mallard Pond about to begin, renewed
memberships are needed to assist in financing
the efforts. If you are able to do so, please
consider upgrading to the next highest level of
participation. Consider a Gift Membership to
a friend.

The 1992 Membership Roster is now in
the planning stages. Send changes, and/or
corrections in name, address, telephone by
January 31 to Betty Bryan, 1076 Cedar View
Drive, Mpls, MN 55405, or call 377-1437.
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WILDFLOWER SOURCE LIST

An updated list of wildflower and grass plant
sources is available from the Friends free of
charge. For a copy write to the Friends, or
call Kathryn Stennes, (612) 374-1268. This list
is also available from the Minneapolis Parks.

GIFTS TO THE FRIENDS

In Memory of
Mrs. Lillian E. Stennes
Kathryn E. Stennes
Gerald J. Boogaard

In Memory of
Mrs. Catherine (Cay) S. Faragher
Grace G. Dwight
Jean and Ken Stevens
Julia Van Valkenburg
Rachel Hanna Hill
Robert K. Funk
Dr. & Mrs. Mancel Mitchell
C. N. & Deborah McCloud
Jane and Bruce Hopper
Elizabeth A. Belz
Helen M. Wilson
Marian C. Andren
Dorothy Schulte
George Roland & Clover Earl
Patricia Baker
Richard & Miriam Messing
Phillis Poehler

In Memory of
Mr. Leonard Odell
Raymond N. and Moana Beim
Allen and Grace Odell
Clinton B. and Carol Odell
Black & Veatch
Mrs. Jack W. Keller
Centennial Lakes Dental Group
B. W. and Kay Smith
T. B. Robenson
Mr. & Mrs. Redman (Aileen) Calloway

In Memory of
Irma Forbes Williams
Terry E. Cranston
Mr. & Mrs. John Haldeman

The Fringed Gentian - Page 5




WILDFLOWERS IN PARADISE

The highlight for thousands of visitors to
the Hawaiian Islands is the nature preserve
Hawaii Tropical Botanical Garden. Dan ai.d
Pauline Lutkenhouse conceived and financed
the development of the Garden beginning in
1977, and worked tirelessly clearing years of
growth and making hiking trails that now take
visitors eye-to-eye with rarely seen and
beautiful varieties of exotic plants.

Over 16,000 specimens thrive on the 40-
acre preserve - - tree ferns, orchids, giant
palms, mango trees and guava trees. To
enhance the natural beauty a wide selection of
plant life has been collected from other
tropical regions. These include many species
of palms, bromeliads, gingers, heliconias and
exotic ornamentals.

Visitors to the Garden are given a brief
orientation along with a guide book with plant
descriptions corresponding to numbered
specimens throughout the Garden. Staff

FRIENDS OF THE

WILD FLOWER GARDEN
P.O. Box 11592
Minneapolis, MN 55412

provide insect repellent and umbrellas - and
youre ready for the self-guided tour. It’s
recommended that to truly enjoy the Garden,
set aside 1-3 hours for a tour.

Don’t look for this preserve to be listed
in the standard Hawaiian tours, the Garden is
located just ten miles north of Hilo, on
Onomea Bay. They're open seven days a
week, 8:30 to 5:30, and there is a tax-
deductible admission of $16.00.  Those
interested in supporting the Botanical Garden
may become a Member, individuals $25.00 and
families $35.00. Members receive Garden
News, their quarterly newsletter. Write to
Hawaii Tropical Botanical Garden, P.O. Box
1415, Hilo, HI 96720, or call (808) 964-5233.

Thank you to Friends Board Member, Mel
Duoos for providing the above information, he
recently returned from a holiday on Hawaii.
This month Mel celebrated his first year
anniversary since receiving a liver transplant!!
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- WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!! ;
John and Lee Roper-Baxter.....John Lang....Karen
Sitter and Jeffrey Klein....Henry D. W. Docter...
Patrick J. McGrane



