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From President Joyce Smeby

Ah! Summer! It holds such promise. Throughout the winter, with
gardening catalogs at my side, I sketch "paper gardens." They are lush,
blooming, weed-free places where I sit, genteelly sipping a cool drink
and nibbling freshly baked cookies. And yet, seeing my garden this
summer, where both bugs and weeds flourish, I am again reacquainted
with its charm.

Like friends, my plants are back and with them memories. I delight
in telling visitors of my garden, the many histories of its inhabitants.
The hosta is from Uncle Dick, in his retirement years he propagated
hosta - memories of Uncle Dick live on in my hosta garden. There is a
peony from a former neighbor and irises from my husband’s father’s garden. The list goes on... With
pleasure I pass on to my garden visitors a clump of this and a snip of that. It is my hope that their
memory of visiting me and my garden will leaf and bloom perennially.

A

Board Members 1993-1994

Front row: Geri Benavides, Betty Bryan, Shirley Schultz, Joyce Smeby, Gloria Miller; middle: Mel
Duoos; back row: Cary George, Rick Bartholomew, Ken Avery, Connie Bartz-Lavoie, Kathleen
Wolgamott, Harriet Betzold, Kathryn Stennes, Sallie Cole. Not in photo: Ann Kessen.



Notes From Cary George

The process of recording bloom dates at the Wildflower Garden for the plant collection was begun
in 1957 by curator/gardener, Ken Avery. And while 36 years is insignificant in terms of genetic
evolution, it does begin to give us a profile of the correlation of weather patterns and plant growth.
This year’s cool spring seems to be the beginning of a reprise of last year’s record-breaking cold
temperatures. But subjective impressions play little part in the preciseness of phenology. The
following bloom dates for a sampling of spring ephemerals belies some of our Farmer’s Almanac
mythologies and suggests that plants have a genetic predisposition to bloom at a fairly specific time
with soil temperatures and photoperiods playing only secondary roles:

Bloom Dates at the Wildflower Garden

Spring Ephemeral 1993 Earliest Latest

Bloom Date Bloom Date Bloom Date

BLOODROOT April 16 March 31, 1981 April 28, 1965

(Sanguinaria canadensis)

SHARP-LOBED HEPATICA April 14 April 1, 1963 April 24, 1975

(Hepatica acutiloba)

FALSE RUE ANEMONE April 18 March 24, 1981 May 4, 1975

(Isopyrum bitarnatum)

SNOW TRILLIUM April 8 March 27, 1973 April 22, 1965

(Trillium nivale)

WHITE TROUT LILY April 18 April 9, 1981 May 1, 1975

(Erythronium albidum)

CUT-LEAVED TOOTHWORT April 17 April 12, 1976 May 7, 1960

(Dentaria laciniata)

LARGE-FLOWERED April 29 April 10, 1981 May 8, 1961

TRILLIUM

(Trillium grandiflorum)

CANADA VIOLET April 22 April 12, 1985 May 10, 1960

(Viola canadensis)

The Walking Fern Revisited

In June the Mpls. Park Board planted walking fern in the Garden. The walking fern have the
unique characteristic of propagating when the tip of the frond comes in contact with the ground,
sending out roots from the tip. Located across the path from Station #3, the ferns were carefully
planted onto a boulder just as Eloise Butler did her first years as Garden curator. Miss Butler
recounts her adventure when, in 1908 she travelled to Osceola, Wisconsin to collect this native fern.
Entitled "The Quest of the Walking Fern," her essay can be found in The Wild Gardener on page 173.
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5 SUMMER PROGRAM CALENDAR - 1993

June
Saturday, June 5, 3:00 P.M. "Nature Printing"
Art from nature, and you can wear it! Bring a white T-shirt, pillowcase, or whatever you
want to work your creation into. Minneapolis Parks will supply the rest of the items for
your imprinting of nature.
Sunday, June 6, 7:00 A.M. "Early Morning Birding"
It’s not too late to catch signs of those spring migrants. Join in an early morning bird
walk. Wear comfortable shoes and bring binoculars.

Saturday, June 12, 3:00 P.M. "Showy Lady’s Slipper"

Learn about the Showy Lady’s Slipper which is one of 42 orchid species found within the
state of Minnesota.

Sunday, June 13, 3:00 p.M. "Eloise’s Kids"

Discover the world of insects. Are they pests or delights? Children and the child-like
are invited to join park naturalists for an afternoon of discovery and fun.

Saturday, June 19, 9:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M. "Public Garden Tour"

The park naturalists will be leading special tours of the Garden and the quaking bog
throughout the day. Come down and take in the summer bloomers!

Sunday, June 20, 7:00 A.M. "Early Morning Birding"

Search for summer residents in and around the Garden. This early morning birding
program affords a good opportunity to observe their behavior.

Saturday, June 26, 8:00 P.M. "Songs for the Wild"

Come and enjoy the music for a warm summer evening. Folk singer and park naturalist
Tom Savre and naturalist Erik Hahn will entertain participants with songs about wildlife
and wild places of Minnesota.

Sunday, June 27, - No Program

JULY
Saturday, July 3, 9:00 P.M. "Moonhike"
Experience the Garden by moonlight! Discover the world of bats, raccoons, owls and
nighthawks. Bring a long-sleeved shirt and insect repellent.
Sunday, July 4, 3:00 P.M. "Prairie Wildflower Hike"
The prairie plants in the upland garden are now coming into bloom. Get to know native
grasses and wildlfowers which once covered much of our state.

Saturday, July 10, 4:30 P.M. "The Bouncing Bog"

What puts the bounce in the bog? Who are the carnivorous creatures in the lagoon?
What do wetlands tell us about global climactic changes? Bring shoes that can get wet
and your insect repellent. Participants will walk to the Quaking Tamarack Bog.
Sunday, July 11, 3:00 P.M. "Tasty Teas"

Sample a bevy of beverages. There are aromatic teas that soothe and relax, teas that
make your taste buds stand up and be counted, and teas to mend your bones, stimulate
your inner workings and strengthen your constitution. Come learn the folklore.




SUMMER PROGRAM CALENDAR - 1993
Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden and Bird Sanctuary

Saturday, July 17, 3:00 P.M. "Eloise’s Kids"

July is the time fledgling birds appear to run their parents ragged. Observe how bird
parents handle constant whining and prepare their offspring for the real world. Try your
hand at building a bird’s nest.

Sunday, July 18, 3:00 p.M. "Wildflower Photography"

This program is for beginning and intermediate photographers wishing to learn new and
creative ways of capturing flowers on film. Bring your camera and 35mm film and learn
some close-up photography techniques.

Saturday, July 24, 7:00 A.M. "Early Morning Birding"

Escape the heat of the day with a bird walk in the cool of the morning. Bring your
insect repellent and binoculars.

Sunday, July 25, 3:00 P.M. "Nature Printing"

(See program description for June 5)

Saturday, July 31, 3:00 P.M. "Osprey Reintroduction at Cedar Lake"
Osprey once nested throughout Minnesota but disappeared in the early 1900’s.
Participants will learn about the Raptor Center and will visit the site at Cedar Lake.

August
Sunday, August 1, 3:00 P.M, "Eloise Butler’s Birthday"
Walk through the lush greenery and colors and learn about this remarkable woman who
helped found this the oldest wildflower garden in the nation.

Saturday, August 7, 3:00 P.M. "Osprey Reintroduction Calendar"

(See program description for July 31)

Sunday, August 8, 3:00 P.M. "Wildflower Sketchbook"

Get to know a few of this summer’s wildflowers by making sketches and noting their key
features. Points of interest about the plants will also be discussed.

Saturday, August 14, 8:30 P.M. "Nighthike with Perseid Meteor Shower Search"

Hope for a cloudless night so we can include on our nighthike a perusal of the night sky
for constellations and meteors.

Sunday, August 15, 3:00 P.M. "Prairie Wildflowers"

(See program description for July 4)

Saturday, August 21, 3:00 P.M. "Tasty Teas"
(See program description for July 11)

Sunday, August 22, 3:00 P.M. "Nature Printing"
(See program description for June 5)

Saturday, August 28, 8:30 P.M. "Blue Moonhike"

It is once in a blue moon that you will have a chance to explore the Garden in this lunar
light. Bring a long-sleeved shirt and insect repellent.

Sunday, August 29, 7:00 P.M. "Evening Beginning Birding"

Discover how markings, song, habits and habitats will guide you to identifying birds.




Tours of the Wildflower Garden

Guided tours of the Wildflower Garden are provided daily. Registration for the
tours is not necessary. Tours begin at the Martha Crone Shelter.

Weekdays: June - 7:00 p.m.

July & August - 6:00 P.M.
Saturdays: 11:00 A.M. and 1:00 P.M.

5:00 P.M. - to the Tamarack Bog (Tour begins at Garden entrance.)
Sundays:  11:00 A.M., 1:00 P.M., and 5:00 P.M.

Butler Biography Wins 1993 Minnesota Book Award!

Martha Hellander’s book on the life and writings of Eloise Butler entitled The Wild
Gardener received a 1993 Minnesota Book Award. Published by North Star Press of St.
Cloud, the book tells of the life of this remarkable woman who was a botany teacher in
the late 1800’s here in Minneapolis, established the Wild Botanical Garden, and then in
her retirement years was curator of what is now known as the Eloise Butler Wildflower
Garden and Bird Sanctuary.

Now an award-winning book, The Wild Gardener is available through area libraries
and bookstores, and copies are sold by the Friends - with profits from the sale of the
book going toward the Wildflower Garden.

Volunteer Tour Guides Needed

The Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board is looking for volunteers to give guided
tours of the gardens in Lyndale Park located on the northeast shore of Lake Harriet.
Volunteers would receive training on the garden’s history, plants and maintenance
methods. Volunteer positions are available for working in any of the Minneapolis Parks.
If interested fill out the form below and mail to: Horticulture Department, Minneapolis
Park and Recreation Board, 3800 Bryant Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN 55409-1029.

* * * * % * * * * * * * * * * #* * * * * * * * * * *

Volunteer Information

Name

Address

City, Zip Code

Phone: Daytime Evening

Comments or questions:
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ANNUAL MEETING REPORT

The 40th Annual Meeting of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden was held Saturday, May
15, 1993 at the Martha Crone Shelter in the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden. There were 28
members in attendance. The minutes of last year’s annual meeting were read and the 1992
financial report reviewed. All were approved.

Reports were presented from the newsletter, membership, memorials and volunteer
committees. Gardener Cary George reported that the Garden is doing well. A few of the
highlights of Cary’s report were: a barred owl had been seen regularly on the west trail, muskrats
are causing some problems in the bog, trout lilies continue to increase, the North Gate project is
nearing completion, the prairie/upland area was burned this year, and people harvesting plants
from the Garden continues to be a problem.

President Joyce Smeby thanked the Board for its work during the past year. In reviewing the
previous year’s accomplishments she spoke of the $2,000 donation to the North Gate project, the
huge turnout for the August stamp cancellation event, creation of the organization’s annual budget,
development of a list of possible Garden improvement projects, and the numerous requests for the
Wildflower Garden Slide Presentation. She said she looks forward to the Friends continuing
educational work about the Garden during the coming year.

Fourteen members were elected to the 1993-94 Board of Directors: Ken Avery, Ann Kessen,
Rick Bartholomew, Geri Benavides, Harriet Betzold, Betty Bryan, Sallie Cole, Melvin Duoos,
Connie Bartz-Lavoie, Gloria Miller, Shirley Schultz, Joyce Smeby, Kathryn Stennes and Kathleen
Wolgamott. Gardener, Cary George is an ex-officio Board Member.

Betty Bryan reported on the activity of the Safety Committee which has been looking into the
issue of break-ins in the parking lot. The Park Board has stepped up prevention efforts in the lot
and the effect has been fewer instances of car break-ins. There is not a problem of crime within
the boundaries of the Wildflower Garden itself.

Joyce thanked Sallie Cole for her efforts in planning and hosting the Annual Meeting.
Following the meeting Ann Kessen presented a lively and informative program on the life of Eloise

Butler. % A2

Following the Annual Meeting, the newly elected Board met and elected officers.

President, Joyce Smeby
Vice-President, Harriet Betzold
Secretary, Kathryn Stennes
Treasurer, Ann Kessen
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Special Thank You to Elaine Christenson

This spring Elaine Christenson stepped Elaine single-handedly took on the
down as Board Member of the Friends after difficult task of retrieving the more than 2,000
more than 5 years of service to the slides taken by former garden curator, Martha
Wildflower Garden. Her contributions have Crone in the early 1950’s. Each slide was
been many - chairing the Memorials cataloged filling five notebooks, and the
Committee, revising the Friends’ mission collection is now stored in photo archival
statement, volunteering weekly at the Garden, material. Many of these lovely slides of the
and as Garden photographer. Elaine’s recent early Garden and wildflowers are used in the
interest has been seeking expansion of the Friends’ slide presentation. Thank you to
Garden’s prairie. Elaine for her contributions to the mission of

the Friends!

"We shall never understand the natural environment until we see it as a living organism. Land
can be healthy or sick, fertile or barren, rich or poor, lovingly nurtured or bled white. Our
present attitudes and laws governing the ownership and use of land represent an abuse of the
concept of private property...In America today you can murder land for private profit. You can
leave the corpse for all to see, and nobody calls the cops."

--Paul Brooks, The Pursuit of Wilderness

"Harmony with land is like harmony with a friend; you cannot cherish his right hand and chop off his
left. That is to say, you cannot love game and hate predators.”

--Aldo Leopold

Help The Wildflower Garden - JOIN THE FRIENDS!

To join the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden complete the membership form below. Make
your check payable to Friends of the Wild Flower Garden and mail to: Friends, 1076 Cedar View
Drive, Minneapolis, MN 55405-2129.

- i\fl-en-lb-er-ship Appli-ca-ti(-)n
Friends of the Wild Flower Garden

NAME TYPES OF MEMBERSHIP
___ Sponsor $ 25.00 - $99.00

ADDRESS " Family $ 15.00
___ Individual $ 10.00
___ Limited Income $ 8.00
___Sustainer  $100.00 - $199.00

TELEPHONE Benefactor $200.00 - $499.00

___ Life Member  $500.00 & Up
I am interested in becoming a volunteer.
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MEMBERSHIP NOTES

Each spring at the Annual Meeting committees present their reports, and Betty Bryan, chair of the
Membership Committee reported that at the end of 1992 the Friends had 264 members. During the
year 210 members renewed, 54 were first time members, and 9 did not renew. Special thanks to new
Life members Florence Fagerstrom and Kevin Kuschel, both of Minneapolis. Seven gift memberships
were given over the year and there was a new organization member, the Wayzata Garden Club. A
good year indeed!

In May of this year the Membership Committee began sending out the newly designed membership
card to new and renewing members. Member Dan Miller volunteered his time for the art design and
photography preparation of the card. Last summer Dan aided the Friends with design work and
publicity for the August stamp day. A special thank you to Dan.

Member Shirley Duoos donated plants to the Garden this spring - yellow orchids, white trillium
and ferns. Plantings for the Wildflower Garden are always welcomed by the Gardener, thank you
Shirley.

Member support and participation increased the past year owing, in part, to the many events
sponsored by the Friends - the slide presentations on the Garden, the August stamp cancellation event,
the publication of the award-winning biography and writings of Eloise Butler, and this spring with the
book signing at the Garden on Mother’s Day. Thanks to everyone for their support!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED - Phone Shirley Schultz 521-5422
Greet visitors to the Wildflower Garden, mornings or afternoons

Friends of the Non-Profit Organization
Wild Flower Garden U.S. Postage
P.O. Box 11592 PAID
Minneapolis, MN 55412 : : Minneapolis, MN
: i Al Permit No. 251
ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED _ == (‘4
MrEael v i i / =k ({i.ré‘
) Bl B ] e 4 \\{\,\@,
Spec. Collections Mpls. Library : i{&@ \i
300 Nicollet Mall (‘ O C)G
Minneapolis, MN 55401

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS!!

Joan Wierzba, Mpls...Rosemary Kokesh, Mpls...Russell G. Schroedl, Mpls...Jeanette M. Starr,
Mpls...Lynn Homzik, Bloomington...Marguerite Harbison, Golden Valley...Muriel Maier,
Mpls...Frances C. Magoffin, Edina...Corinne A. Dwyer, Clearwater...William & Jane Fox, Mendota
Heights...Ann Godfrey, Golden Valley...Emma Jean & Arthur Kydd, St. Paul..Betty Homzik,
Golden Valley...Marion M. McElroy, Mpls Mrs. Jean Thomas, Washmgton DC.. Nancy M.
O’Connor, St. Paul :



