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Friends to Seek National Recognition of
the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden

It was with springtime enthusiasm and excitement that the Friends
of the Wild Flower Garden formed the National Register Nomination
Committee, its goal to seek nomination of the Eloise Butler Wildflower
Garden to the National Register of Historic Places.

The Friends believe that the Wildflower Garden is a landscape of
historic significance which appears to meet several criteria for listing:
its association with the early wildflower preservation movement in
America (it may be the oldest existing public garden of native plants in
America) and its role as the living plant collection of Eloise Butler, a
significant person in that movement. According to Martha Hellander, Butler biographer and author
of The Wild Gardener: The Life and Selected Writings of Eloise Butler, listing on the National Register
of Historic Places will aid in documenting the history and significance of the Garden.

The Garden was founded as the Minneapolis Wild Botanic Garden in 1907 by Eloise Butler (1851-
1933), a plant collector and botany teacher in the Minneapolis public schools; she served as its first
curator until her death. The Garden began as a 3-acre tamarack bog and during Butler’s lifetime was
expanded to more than 20 acres. It is historically significant as one of the earliest examples in
America of a public garden of native plants in a wild or naturalistic setting; and for its association with
Butler, a plant collector and early and important voice in the movement for preservation, use and
culture of native plants.

In July the Friends will select a landscape architecture firm to prepare the nomination of the
Garden to the National Register of Historic Places and the work will begin thereafter and continue
until the nomination is successfully completed. The firm will have expertise in native plants and
historic landscapes and will work under the direction of the National Register Nomination Committee
of the Friends.

Committee members have had lengthy discussions and one meeting at the Garden with
representatives of the Minnesota Historical Society (Susan Roth and Dennis Gimmestad), who have
said that they have long felt that the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden should be looked at for possible
listing on the National Register. Listing is purely an honorary designation; it does not require any
funds for restoration, nor does it control how the owner of the property manages the property.

For more information on the Friends’ efforts contact committee chair Rick Bartholomew at 926-
8196 (evenings). Those members on the committee along with Rick are: Martha Hellander, Jennie
Gordon, Harriet Betzold, Kathryn Stennes and Patty Baker.

(Rick Bartholomew and Martha Hellander contributed to this article.)



Notes From Gardener Cary George

Birders have been making hurried, exciting visits to
the Garden since May 21 when an unusual Worm-
eating Warbler (Helmitheros vermivorus) was spotted
on the west woodland trail near "Station 13." This
sighting was included in the "Rare Bird Alert" message
(telephone 827-3161) as was last year’s Lazuli Bunting
(Passerina amoena) sighting near the bog’s highbush
cranberry grove.

* * * * * & * *

Many visitors asked about the high water level of
Wirth Lake this spring. = Walking paths were
underwater, the swimming beach was inundated, the
road bed for Highway 55 was in danger of eroding, and
Glenwood Avenue was one spring storm away from
being flooded. Several factors caused this historic high
water level: the lake went into winter unusually high,
spring rains were numerous and frequent, and the weir
or drainage system that empties Wirth Lake into

Cary George is at the Garden weekdays Bassett Creek needed cleaning and widening. As part
from 7:30 to 3:30, the next time you see of the Bassett Creek watershed that extends as far as
him working in the Garden, say "hi." Maple Grove it would be a good guess that

development in the western suburbs has contributed to
rapid run-off instead of a slower run-off and
percolation through natural areas---especially wetlands.

* * * * * * * *

The water pipeline from the Mississippi River to the Chain of Lakes has not been used for some
time. As many of you know, it runs through Wirth Park---including a spur to supplementally fill Birch
Pond before emptying into Brownie Lake. Its future use, while permitted by the DNR, is in question
as long as rainfalls remain adequate, river quality remains less than desirable and the zebra mussel
threat is on the horizon.

* * * * * * * *

Some spring ephemerals and other woodland plants have been added this May to our plant

collection. These include some relatively rare plants and others not previously extent in the Garden:

Spring Beauty (Clayftonia virginica) Nodding Trillium (Trillium cernuum)
Black Cohosh (Cimicifuga racemosa) Toad Trillium (Trillium cuneatum)
American Spikenard (Aralia racemosa) Purple Trillium (7rillium erectum)

White Baneberry (Actaea pachypoda) Wax Trillium (Trillium erectum var. album)
Squirrel Corn (Dicentra canadensis) Yellow Trillium (Trillium luteum)
Goldenseal (Hydrastis canadensis) Painted Trillium (7Trillium undulatum)

Rose Trillium (Trillium catesbaei)

"One can make a day of any size, and regulate the rising and setting of his own sun and
the brightness of its shining." -- John Muir, John of the Mountains, 1938
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In Memory of
Marian Fraser Rouzer

In Celebration of Her Life

Joan Rouzer Haldeman and John Haldeman

Membership Directory is Due Out in August - Betty Bryan

The Annual Meeting in May brought together several new and many long-time members whose
interest in the Wildflower Garden never ceases. How I enjoy putting faces and personalities to the
names I work with each month!

Anup-dated MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY, planned for late summer printing, will include all new
members and all changes/corrections since August 1992. By late July please write or call with changes
in name, address and telephone.

For clarification I remind you that your renewal month is the month you joined the Friends. By
our bylaws, a membership expires at the end of the renewal month. We want you as a Friend, and
some leniency exists in your renewal. We are always glad to receive it a little late --- and happy to
reinstate your membership if it has expired.

It has been my pleasure to act as Membership Chair for three years, and as a director for fourteen.
Thanks for all the notes and calls and cooperation with renewals! Your new membership chair,
Kathleen Wolgamott, will take over with the June renewals. Watch for the new address!

Membership Application
To join the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden complete the membership form below. Make your

check payable to Friends of the Wild Flower Garden and mail to: Friends, ¢/o K. E. Wolgamott, 4121
17th Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN 55407-3317.

NAME TYPES OF MEMBERSHIP
____ Sponsor $ 25.00 - $99.00
ADDRESS Family $ 15.00
___Individual $ 10.00
Limited Income $ 8.00
___ Sustainer $100.00 - $199.00
TELEPHONE Benefactor $200.00 - $499.00

___ Life Member $500.00 & Up
I am interested in becoming a volunteer.



Friends’ Annual Meeting Held - 41 Years of Support!!

The 41st Annual Membership Meeting of
the Friends was held Saturday, May 21 at the
Martha Crone Shelter located in the Wildflower
Garden. President Joyce Smeby called the
meeting to order, there were 30 members in
attendance. The minutes of last year’s annual
meeting were read and the 1993 financial
report reviewed. All were approved.

Reports were presented from the various
committees. Kathy Stennes reviewed the
contributions of past newsletter editors and
reported on her committee work this past year.
Shirley Schultz, coordinator for volunteer
greeters at the Wildflower Garden, reported a
total of 41 volunteers for the 1994 season;
thirty-one were back from last year and ten
were first-time volunteers at the Garden.
Membership chair Betty Bryan reported an all-
time membership in recent years of 270
Friends. There had been a steady increase in
membership since 1991 with 202 members.
Betty reported she was going off the Friends’
board and that it had been a pleasure working
on behalf of the Friends. Sallie Cole,
Memorials, reported that Ms. Caroline
Saunders’ name had been added to the
memorial plaque displayed in the Crone
Shelter.

Nominations for 1994-1995 Board Members
were presented by Harriet Betzold.  After
introductions it was M/S/P to accept those
nominated. The following 16 members were
elected to the board: Richard Bartholomew,
Gloria Miller, Harriet Betzold, Shirley & Jack
Schultz, Kathryn Stennes, Melvin Duoos,
Kathleen Wolgamott, Elizabeth Carr, Vi
LaBelle, Steve & Sally Pundt, Marguerite
Harbison, Jack Lynch, Lynn Ogren and Lola
Wheeler.

Gardener Cary George reported that the
Garden is reaping the benefits from the past
two years of unseasonable heavy rainfall. He
thanked Elaine Christenson for the inspiration
and the Friends for funding the acre expansion

of the Prairie Garden. Cary recently removed
sumac, raspberry and leafy spurge from the area
and was pleased that natural regeneration is
taking place, but will require additional planting
in the new prairie area. Illegal plant harvesting
continues to be a problem. Cary passed around
two coins unearthed at the Garden, a "1908" half
dollar and "1892" dime.

Friends’ projects were summarized: a
proposed updated north gate and the Board’s
decision to seek national historic designation for
the Wildflower Garden. The stone benches
provided by the Friends last year settled in well
with their surroundings. In addition, the Friends
donated $3,695 towards the cost of expansion of
the Prairie Garden.

At the close of the meeting past presidents in
attendance were introduced: Mrs. Patricia
Thomesen, Gloria Miller and Kenneth Avery.

Following the Annual Meeting the newly
elected Board met and elected officers:
President, Harriet Betzold; Vice-President, Rick
Bartholomew; Secretary, Elizabeth Carr and
Treasurer, Jack Schultz.

Friends’ President Harriet Betzold discussed the
Garden with Cary George following the Annual
Meeting.
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Butler Birthday to be
Observed August 3

Members of the Friends, historians and
plant enthusiasts will be coming to the
Wildflower Garden on Wednesday, August 3 to
celebrate the birthday of Eloise Butler. Born
143 years ago, in 1851, Miss Butler left no
direct descendants, so the Friends have taken
on the honor of remembering the contributions
of this turn-of-the-century botanist and plant
collector.

Held from 2:00-6:00 at the Martha Crone
Shelter in the Garden, the public is invited to
attend. For further information contact Sally
Pundt, 377-3529.

Special Thank You to
Outgoing Board Members

After many years of service to the
Wildflower Garden, Joyce Smeby, Ann Kessen,
Ken Avery, Betty Bryan, Connie Bartz-Lavoie,
Geri Benavides and Sallie Cole stepped down
as board members of the Friends. Their work
on the board has been extremely beneficial to
the Garden and to the leadership of the
Friends. We are deeply grateful to them for
their years of stewardship and wish them well in
their new endeavors.

While we are sorry to see them go, we are
pleased to welcome first-time board members:
Lynn Ogren, Jack Lynch, Sally & Steve Pundt,
Lola Wheeler, Elizabeth Carr, Jack Schultz,
Marguerite Harbison and Vi LaBelle.

Annual Meeting Photos

Friends’ Board Member, Shirley Schultz, and
past President, Joyce Smeby, checked out the
latest blooms at the Garden.

Following the Annual Meeting, Friends’ Board
Members discussed Garden business. Pictured
here are: Jack Lynch, Marguerite Harbison,
Sally & Steve Pundt and Kathleen Wolgamott.

A.D.A, UPDATE: Early this year the Mpls. Park Board recommended modifications to the Wildflower
Garden to remove barriers for the disabled as mandated by the Americans with Disabilities Act. The
Friends considered possible ways of balancing compliance with the A.D.A. while still maintaining the
character and experience of this historic landscape. At the April meeting of the Friends the board
took no action, given that the proposed modifications to the Garden may not be made for some time,
however, the Friends will continue to monitor the Park Board’s plans.
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Bakken Library and Museum Opens "Medical Garden"
Minneapolis’ Bakken Library and Museum is the home of an extensive collection of herbs known
for their medicinal and healing attributes. The Bakken has recently incorporated over 50 medicinal
herbs into their garden, many of these plants are native to Minnesota. A plant list is available,
including the folkloric medicinal uses for each plant. In addition to the Medical Garden, the Bakken
library has an extensive historical collection of rare books, manuscripts and antique scientific
instruments on display this summer.

The Bakken Library and Museum is open Saturdays 9:30-4:30 for tours and demonstrations, and
Monday through Friday 9:00-5:00 by appointment. Admission is $3.00. The library and museum is
located at 3537 Zenith Ave. S., Mpls., call the Bakken at 927-6508 for more information.

Weaver and Spinner Conference is July 7-10
Plan to attend the international conference of spinners, weavers and dyers at the Hyatt Regency
Exhibit Hall in Minneapolis. Entitled "Fiber Reflections - Fiber Visions," this 4-day event is packed
full of exhibits and demonstrations - promising to be both informational and interesting. Day passes
are $6.00 and may be purchased at the Hyatt Regency or the Minneapolis Convention Center. Call
644-6945 for a conference schedule.

Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden and Bird Sanctuary
Open 7:30 A.M. to Dusk, 7 days a week, no admission fee

(612) 348-5702 - After 10:00 A.M.
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Welcome New Members!!

Mpls...Barbara Lundquist, Mpls...Faith Woodman & Hugh Maynard, Golden Valley...Juanita & Roy
Lussenhop, Golden Valley...John & Carol Quinn, Golden Valley...Barbara Motlong, Matteson,
Illinois...Loel Bertrand, Buffalo...Barbara Booth, Mpls...Jeanne Landkamer, Mpls...Artice Silverman,
Mpls...Elizabeth & Thomas Carr, Mpls....Adele Cahlander, Mpls....Joyce Sewray, Robbinsdale



