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President's Letter - Harriet Betzold

Wonderful Spring in Minnesota, one day warm and sunny, the next
cool with perhaps a little snow in the forecast. Would we have it any
other way? To step out the door in early morning and hear the Cardinal’s
friendly whistle, see the Robins back in flocks this year, and watch the
Snow Trillium emerge in the Garden - these are truly some of the more
beautiful things humans can experience in their lives. How privileged we
are to have a Wild Flower garden so close for everyone to enjoy. We
need to say thanks to Eloise Butler for her vision and hard work.

I’m pleased to announce that we have a new Editor for the Gentian.
Diane Reindl has volunteered to become the Editor and will also be a
new member of the Friends. We thank you, Diane, for taking this very
important position with the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden.

The Minneapolis Chapter of the Audubon Society has a program on migratory and residential birds
at the Roberts Bird Sanctuary at Lake Harriet on Tuesdays at 9:00 a.m. Meet at the new visitor’s shelter
at the parking lot on Roseway Road adjacent to the rock garden. For more information call 348-4448.

The schedule of programs for the rest of May, cond ;
newsletter. Make your reservations by calling the s z«%

by the naturalists in the Garden, is in this
ter 10:00 a.m. at 348-5702.

A special guided tour of the Quaking-
October. Meet with the naturalist at 5:00 p.m. gk,
Garden. :

The Annual Meeting of the Friends will e held Saturday, May 20 at 10:30 a.m. in the visitor’s
shelter. All members of the Friends and others interested in the Garden are invited to attend.

“Jhe wotks of nature must all be accounted good.” Cicero




Notes from our Gardener:
Cary George

Oak wilt disease killed two large red oaks (Quercus rubra) last
year. The trees were at least 125 years old. Because the disease is
spread primarily by grafted root systems, a vibratory plow was
used to cut a trench five feet deep, roughly fifty feet from the
infection center. The brush from these trees was burned and the rest
of the wood was debarked to use as firewood. While these labor-
intensive methods are expensive and cause damage in the form of
habitat destruction and soil compaction, no other method of
sanitation has proved as effective. Hopefully, no other trees will
become infected, but we will keep a watchful eye on this area that
is as much aak savanna as true prairie.

A river ofter (Lutra canadensis) was again spotted this winter
near the North Gate. I believe this is a favorite area of his hecause
the stream-bed is spring fed and therefore open all winter. Usually
no one is with me when I have these sightings, so I realize this
could take on the dimension of some sort of furtive “Bigfoot” of the
Garden. Confirmation by someone clse would be desirable -
especially a photographer, but the sightings always ocour after the
Garden has been closed for the season.

Last fall the Minneapolis Park Bourd was host to the National
Park Convention at the Minneapolis Convention Center. A
cornerstone of the exhibits was a native plant display by the
Horticulture Department. All seven Park Board gardeners worked
many hours on a successful representation of the various habitats
found at Eloise Butler: bog, prairie, and woodland. Also, the
Garden was the beneficiary of some potted plant material
including; buttonbush (Cephalanthus occidentalis), common
juniper (Juniperus communis), stepple bush (Spirea tomemtosa),
New Jersey tea (Ceanothus americanus), large-leaved aster (Aster
macrophyllus), and dwarf crested iris (Iris cirstata).

Long-time board member and volunteer, Elaine Christenson
passed away on April 1. The sadness of her death is balanced by
the honor of having known such a wonderful woman. Elaine had
been a supporter of the Garden since the 1960's. I will miss seeing
her each Monday at noon sitting in the prairie having her cup of
yogurt before her volunteer shift. I will miss her stories of vacations
to the Southwest, Alaska, the Ozarks, Hawk Ridge - she was
always taking “road trips.” She was an example to me of someone
leading a quict life who understood the poetry in the simplicity of
nature. She told me of a game called“Seven White Horses” that
she would play as a young girl to relieve the boredom of long car
rides. The first person to count seven white horses in farm fields
was declared the winner. As an adult, she revised the game to
“Seven Hawks Sitting on a Telephone Line.” I shall always think
of her when 1 see a hawk perched along the roadside and thank her
for teaching me about the goodness of people in love with nature.

“If you talk to animals they will talk with you and you
will know each other. If you do not talk to them you will not
know them, and what you do not know you will fear. What
one fears one destroys.”

Chief Dan George, Tel-Lal-Wah Coast Salish

42nd ANNUAL MEETING
of the
FRIENDS OF THE WILD FLOWEDR
CARDEN

Saturday. May 20, 1995
at 10:30 A.m.
Martha Crone Shelter
Eloise Butler Wild Flower Garden
Minneapolis

Friends' Volunteer Program Celebrates
—25 years of Service

Annual Volunteer Appreciation
Get-Together
Tuesday, Sept 12, 1995 6:30 p.m.
Martha Crone Shelter
Eloise Butler Wild Flower Garden

Volunteers and their guests are invited to
attend the Friends' annual volunteer potluck
dinner on Tuesday, September 12 beginning at
6:30 p.m.

This year marks the 25th year the Friends have
provided volunteer greeters to the Wild Flower
Garden. Volunteers are at the Wild Flower
Garden seven days a week — keeping the Crone
Shelter open to visitors, greeting those who
stop by the Shelter and directing them to a
special bloom or birding site.

Volunteer opportunities at the Wild Flower
Garden are still available. Call the Friends'
Volunteer Coordinator, Shirley Schultz at
521-5422 (after 10:00 a.m.). Choose morning
or afternoon hours.



Upcoming Garden Events

Garden Tours:
Weekdays at 6 p.m., Saturdays at 11 a.m. and 1
p-m., Sundays at 11 a.m., 1 p.m. and 5 p.m.

Tour of the Wirth Park Tamarack Bog:

Saturdays at 5 p.m.

All tours begin at the Martha Crone shelter and are
approximately 1 hour in length. All programs are
free, but you must pre-register as program size is
limited. Call the shelter at 348-5702 after 10 a.m. to
pre-register.

Saturday, May 20th - 3:30 p.m.

Beginning Birding

The park naturalists will give a short talk on the
basics of bird watching. Topics will include what to
look for in a a pair of field binoculars and field
guides, along with a list of great birding locations.
Then we will head out to see what birds are active in
and around the garden. Bring binoculars™ if you
have them and wear comfortable shores (Limit: 15)

Sunday, May 21st - 2:30 p.m.
Nature Printing

Art from nature... and you can wear it! Bring a light-
colored T-shirt, pillowcase, tablecloth, or whatever
you want to work your creation into. We will supply
the rest of the items for your imprinting of nature.
(Limit: 15)

Saturday, May 27 - 8:45 p.m.

Night Hike [z
Dilate your pupils, perk up your ears

and join us for an after-hours

walk through the sanctuary. ]ffk@g

We are hoping for a clear sky
to bring out the stars.

(Limit: 15)

Sunday, May 28 - 7:00 a.m.
Early Birding

Join the “bright and early”
bunch as we continue our
search for newly arrived spring migrants. Wear
comfortable walking shoes and bring binoculars*.
(Limit: 15).

* A limited number of binoculars are available to loan out for program use. Indicate your need when you call to register

A Thank You/Reminder Note

Thank you for your prompt response to the membership renewal notices. And to those of you who
sent in your membership donations BEFORE receiving a reminder, may I extend a special thanks.

Dear Friends,

You have made my job so much easier.

Regrettably, there are still a few Friends who have fogotten to renew this year. Here is a gentle

reminder: Spring is once again budding at the Garden.

ome for a quiet communion with nature. Let

the worries of the world drain away. Renew your spirit — and then renew your membership. The

Friends need your support.

Sincerely,

Kathleen E. Wolgamott, Membership Chair

Qleleome to Another Friends’ Member: Mary Stonley, Dellwood, JMN

Membership Application
To join the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden or to renew your current membership, complete the form below. Make check
payable to Friends of the Wild Flower Garden and mail to: Friends, c/o K. E. Wolgamott, 4121 17th Ave. S., Mpis, MN 55407 -

3317.
NAME TYPES OF MEMBERSHIP

[J sponsor $ 25.00 - $99.00

ADDRESS O Family $ 15.00

O Individual $ 10.00

[ Limited Income $ 8.00

[J sustainer $100.00 - $199.00

L1 Benefactor $200.00 - $499.00

TELEPHONE O Life Member $500.00 & Up

O New Member [ Renewal
[J1am interested in becoming a volunteer.
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Hi Friends,

This is the new Gentian editor coming te you from my computer. [ .
am here (o lnring you an enioya]:vlc and informative newsletter. If there is |,
anything you'd like to see in the Gentian please let me know - either by @ Fyp8=
mail (Friends’ address below) or by phone (see below). Although we are x4
a quarterly magazine and any question you have might take a little while =
fo get answema‘l, I'll be glad to ask around until I find a suitable answer.

Also, let me know if there is my{:}ung about the newsletter yuu’ul like to see done &ifferenfly. Is the type too hard
to read, do we need (o have more pictures? This is your newsletter, so let me know what you'd like to see done
with it.

My family (husband, four kids) and I love to walk through the garden and explore. It's always a fun and
educational experience. If you'd like to share a story, anecdote, poem inspired from time spent in the garden,
please feel free to share it with your Friends.

On any correspondence, I ask that you include a name, phone number and best time to call in case [ have
any questions. | hope (o hear from many of you in the form of feedback, input, questions or whatever you'd like.
I'm here to provide a newsletter that's to your liking. I look forward to hearing from you.

Diane Reindl
321-5357 (work, before 11 am) or 529-5615 (home)
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