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DELIGHTS OF SPRING

Springtime's a welcome guest, the longer days with their
additional warm sunlight, and mellow south winds are warming the
moisi earth, and again blossom by blogsom the same wild flowers
blcom, yet tney Are ever new,

In April and May, those who seek the shy sprlng flowers must
gsearch them out patiently in the woods, yet here in the wild
flower garden one must be alart to keep pace with the rapid suec-
cession of the wildflowers. )

What joy when springtime comes when skies are blue and days
are bright, Once more the wild flower garden becomes a land cf
enchantment, A time to leisurely roam along the trails and feel
the springy earth after the snow is gone,

One of the loveliest sights in the garden after a gentle spring rain is
the pushing thru the ground of young fronds of ferns, each rolled up like a
miniature fiddle-head. Great numbers of Ostrich Ferns, Royal Ferns, Interrupt-
ed Ferns and Cinnamon Ferns in addition to 3% other varieties are well dis~-
tributed thruout the garden.

The swaljlng of the Red Maple buds is one of the first evidences of ap-
proaching spring and its bright red flowers open even while snow still re-
mains in sheltered areas,

Mourning CGloak Butterflies hover near by. They have endured the cold
winds, snow and ice of winter and now have come out of hibernation,
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SPRING PLANTING

When planning your spring wild flower planting, do not be too eager to
inelude such plants as Tralling Arbutus, since the average situation is too
deficient in acidity and mycorrhiza=- the fungi with which it associates, This
fungi invests the roots of the plant and while the fungi gains nutrients from
the host, it also aids the host in obtaining moisture and nitrogen from the
substratum.

Try those easily grown that give satisfaction even the first year, such
as Laerge-flowered Trillium, Erect Purple Trillium, Virginia Bluebell (Mertensia)
Hepaticas, Yellow Beliwort, Wild Ginger, Bloodroot and a choice of many others,

Too often wild flowers that require acid soil are planted near foundations
of houses where the soil is usually lime impregnated.

Many wild flowers thrive better under cultivation than they do in the
wilds because of relief from competition for light, moisture and nutrients
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File this issue with the others in your "Fringed Gentian®" green cover.
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BIRD NOTES

While patches of snow still remain in sheltered areas where the sun has
not rested, a greater liveliness is noted in the movements of birds, and even
g few altempts are made at singing, as tho they are becoming ezger to get back
tc their northern nasting aress.

Soen thelr music begins to flow, and swell the general choir of a thou-
aand blanded notes,

Mew mongsters are arr1v1ng deily, some as birds of passage cnly, and others
wo reaain for the summer,

Birde are not like flowers, the climate matters little with them, the food
qw“niv is their main guestion. Many birds would remein here if a good food

”hc warblexs w1th thelr varied and beautiful plumage, light the dark
branchas with glints of color. The joy and freedom of the birds in the woods
.o snggested by thelr exuberant singing.

in the fields the captivatingly liguid song of the Bobolink is heard,
tubbiing ard rising in & fine frenzy of de11very. Meadow Larks and Song Spar-
rows Jolned in the chorus, but the Bobclink is by far the most musical.

Thoreau wrote — "rhis flashing, tinkling metecr bursts through the expect~
an® maadow air, leaving a traln of tinkling notes behind®,

The Pob071n£ arrives in May and leaves again in (October, stopping in the
Southern States cn its way to South Mmerica where it spends tne winter,
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STRIPED MAFLE OR WHISTLE-WOOD

The Striped Maple (Acer Pennsylvanicim) is also called Moosewood, yet
ia bem 1s alse applied to {Dirca pslustris) of the Mezereum Family, Here
agaln the botanical term helps in definitely identifying it. Other names
appiied toc the Striped Maple are Gocse-foot and Northern Maple,
The green bark of this tree breaks into a network of furrows, exposing

a pale under layer, making the green appear delicately striped with white,

The handsome large leaves turn yellow in autumn, The yellow bell-like
Clewere In long racemes gracefully drooping, appear among the leaves in May.
The samaras Tipen in autuan,

The Striped Maple is most atiractive in early spring when its bud scales

iengthen and the rosy, down~covered leaves appear.

<t 1s difficult to believe that this exquisite maple is a native here,
vet not used more extensively in cultivation. It will thrive in partial shade
taller trees., The habit of a tree must be considered when choosing
2 to plant it.
Seeds of this tree germinate readily and a supply can be obtained from
the Curator of the Wild Flower Garden.
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Ocntrary te common belief the small Ruddy Duck lays the largest egg of
all wild ducks.
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MUSHROOMS IN SPRING

May is the month for the Morel (Morchella), the very delicious spring
mushroom, Ability to recognize this mushroom is simple, therefore it is safe
to ecllect. The surface of this stalked and conical structure is marked with
irregular pitlike depressions giving it an appearance of a sponge. Its coler
ig yellowish, tan or brown. There is no poisonous mushrocm resembling it,
growing at this time of the year,

It is the choicest of all mushrooms and is greatly esteemed for its culin-
ery vwirtues,
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STRANGE AS IT MAY SEEM

By the rule of 3 all Trilliums, as their name implies, regulate their
affairs, 3 sepals, 3 petals, twice 3 stamens, 3 styles, a 3=celled ovary, the
flower growing out from a whorl of 3 leaves, making the naming a simple matter.

There sre 11 species of trilliums flourishing in the Wild Flower Garden,
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DID YOU KNOW

That the Cineraria (Seneclo sp.) of the Compesite Family, the potted
plani used extensively at this time of the year is an annual and dies after
the large crop of vari~colored buds have all opened.

They prefer cool, meoist conditions, originally coming from the Canary lIs-
lands, They have been modified somewhat by cultivation and can be easily
grown from seed.

That the (leander (Nerium oleander) of the Dogwocd Family is a tropical
hat is grown indoors in tubs and set out in the summer to bloom. s
stems and flowers are poisonous if eaten.

It attains a height of 7 to 10 feet. The waxy rosy-pink, white cr copper
Lo purple blossoms are swest—-scented.
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ARID YEAR

The rain and snowfall of 1955 gave this locality barely 20 inches of pre~
ipitation. It was especially light during the fall when a great deal of mois-
re 1s required to build up the reserve,
To add to this situation the winter was continucusly cold and the sun
unusually hot. This is most disastrous to plants exposed to the winter sun.
The coming year will reveal what damage has been done to trees, shrubs

2nd particularly tc new transplants.
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The lovely Indian Paint Brush or Painted-cup (Castilleja coccinea) blooms

in early May. It does not transplant well being roci-parasitic.
Thoreau objected to its name, he thought Flame Flower a much better one.
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ANNUAL MEETING REPORT

The Annual meeting of Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Incorporated, was
held Tuesday, January 3rd, 1956, at its office 2318 Chestnut Ave., Minneapolis,
Mirnesota at 2:30 p.m.

It was voted at this meeting that the Secretaryts Annual Report for 1955
ve included in the Spring Quarterly, it is as follows-

In spite of the extremely hot, dry summer, plants faired very well mostly
due to the diligent watering.

Puring the month of May there was an attendance of approximately 1C,0C0
ezch Sunday. This taxed our small staff in attendance, Here one of our faith-
ful members deserves recognition for go freely contributing her time to help
out at such times. Miss Gene Dorman merits a vote of thanks. Total attend=-
ance for the year perhaps 80,000,

An added attraction to be added to the garden in the near future is the
establishment of an entirely new Fern Garden in an undeveloped portion of the
garden. Funds for this project were contributed by the Minnetonka Garden
Flower Glub., Work on thig project was started last fall.

There was no membership drive the past year, yet 19 new members were
obtained. The total membership as of today is 183.

Four quarterly issues of the "Fringed Gentian® were sent to the members.
This keeps them informed of garden activities.

. Ways to make the garden more attractive and useable are constantly sought,
such as keeping weeds controlled especially poison ivy. To the already large
amount of aluminum plant markers, 100 more were added., Rabbits, Gophers and
Muskrats are most detrimentel to the garden and must be kept checked.

More than 1000 new plants were set out, as well as innumerable seedlings
grown in flats. Many varieties of szeds were collected and shared with mem-
bers vho desired them.

25 lectures illustrated with kodachrome slides of flowers and scenes
teken in the garden were given to various groups. Many more were requested
but could not be accommodated., This seems to be a direct way to introduce many
to the garden.

Un May 30th, the Curator was interviewed on WCCC on the Darragh Aldrich
vrogram.  This also brought many responses.

With the help of "Friends of the Wild Flower Garden® noticeable strides
forwsrd are being made sach year,

Martha E. Crone, Secretary
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BORAGE PAMILY

) Une of the early members of this group to bloom is the Virginia Bluebell,
(Mertensia virginica). With few exceptions the flowers in this family are
biue, The Indian Pink or Puccoon which grows on hot dry prairies has orange
blossoms. Forget-me-not is another member of this family, it blooms from
early May until frost. The cultivated Heliotrope also belongs to this family.

Official publication of "Friends of the Wild Flower Garden", issued
quarterly.
Martha E. Crone ~- Editor



