


A s I am planting my vegetable garden, containers, and 
adding new garden flowers, the staff at the Garden has 
been busy planting this spring.  Why are they planting, 

when it’s a wildflower garden? Don’t plants just grow, and propagate? No…trees die, the 
wetland is sunnier and supports different vegetation, and critters do some damage. Yes…the 
fence to keep out the deer and trails to keep us humans off the plants do help.  According 
to Gary Bebeau’s historical notes on the Friends’ website, one hundred years ago, Eloise 
Butler planted Narrow-leaved Leek, Sweet Black-eyed Susan, and Queen Anne’s lace.  
Seventy-five years ago, Martha Crone planted 175 Minnesota Dwarf Trout-lily plants, 
unique to Minnesota counties: Rice, Goodhue, and Steele.  The trout lily is a spring 
highlight of many Garden visitors.


Each year along with the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board, the Friends provide 
funds to pay for plantings in the Garden.  Your membership fees and donations support 
this endeavor.  Martha Crone, wrote in the first Fringed Gentian, January 1953, “It requires 
sufficient funds, help and material to do justice to such a unique garden which is conducted for the 
preservation of herbaceous plants, shrubs and trees.”


The board will be reviewing the membership fees this year. In 1953 membership was $3 
and over the last decade $15.  I encourage you to invite a friend or two to become 
members.  In our world of recycling, reusing, and reducing, support the Garden with a 
birthday, graduation, anniversary or any occasion gift in honor of your special person(s).  
This year for our Annual Member Meeting in September, we will have a guest speaker, John 
Moriarty, author of A Field Guide to our Natural World in the Twin Cities and one of the co-
authors of the updated Minnesota’s Natural Heritage.  My hope is an annual speaker will 
become a Friends’ tradition. I look forward to your joining us for this event in September.  
More details will be mailed to you in August Please feel free to contact me with your ideas 
and suggestions at fern@friendsofeloisebutler.org.  

May The Garden Be With You ❖ 

New plants getting ready for the new home in the Garden. Photo by Jennifer Olson.

President’s Greeting

By Jennifer Olson
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Did You Know?


T he Minnesota Dwarf Trout-lily 
referred to in the President’s 

column was first identified in 1871 
when Faribault teacher Mary Hodges 
sent a collected example to Professor 
Asa Gray at Harvard. He determined it 
was a previously un-recorded species 
and gave it the botanical name 
Erythronium propullans. They exist only 
in the ravines of an area around the 
Straight, Canon, Little Cannon and 
North Zumbro Rivers.  

This is the only known population in 
North America and is thought to be of 
post ice-age origin. 
It is the only 
Minnesota species 
on the the Federal 
Endangered Plant 
List. Without 
protection of the 
restricted habitat, 
encroachment by 
development or 
other factors 
causing habitat 
loss, will lead to Photo: Martha Crone 
extinction of the April 25,1955. 
species in the 
wild.   

In a protected area, such as the Eloise 
Butler Wildflower Garden, the species 
is long-lived. More details are available 
on the Friends website plant page.❖Jennifer Olson





Doubtless Everyone 
Would select as the 
crowning wild flower 

for the calendar months of the 
growing season in Minneapolis 
the pasque flower for April, 
violets for May, roses for June 

and lilies for July.


Of our three native lilies the Turk’s-cap, although not the 
lily of Palestine, may be said to surpass the glory of 
Solomon, as it is arrayed in recurved orange-red petals 
flecked with spots of purple. Sometimes as many as forty 
blossoms are borne on a single plant. (1)


Beautiful, also, are the yellow swamp lily, with floral 
leaves spotted with brown and less recurved than those of 
the Turk’s-cap and the Wood Lily, with an erect, cup-like 
flower of deep, glowing red. The vivid colors of all these 
lilies were developed in crucibles fired by summer’s 
fiercest noon-tide heat.


Troops of Black-eyed Susans boldly stare at roamers over 
the hillsides. As we return Susan’s unblinking gaze we see 

that her eyes are a velvety, 
purplish brown instead 
of black. This coneflower 
is a composite. The “eye” 
is made up of many 
small, tubular flowers, 
and each yellow eyelash is 
also a flower.


Another composite adorned 
with yellow ray petals and 
towering in splendor above its 
competitors in rich, alluvial 
soil, is the Cup Plant. The 
large leaves, arranged in pairs 

along the stem, are united at the base to 
form a deep cup for holding water. This 
may serve the double purpose of tiding 
the plant over a dry spell and of keeping 
unwelcome, crawling insects from the 
flowers. People in the tropics use a similar 
means to keep the ants from food by 
inserting the legs of the dining tables in 
dishes of water.


The interesting Rosin, or Compass Plant 
of the prairie is of the same genus as the 
cup plant. Its leaves are cut edgewise and 

point due north and south. Persons lost on a trackless, 
uninhabited prairie might find their bearings by this vegetable 
compass. An army officer stationed on the western plains, the 
first observer of the plant, thought the leaves must have the 
properties of the magnetic needle. Failing to prove this theory 
by experiments, he forwarded specimens of the Silphium to Dr. 
Asa Gray, the American Darwin, who suggested that the 

peculiar position of the leaves was for the 
purpose of avoiding the direct rays of the 
sun in order to check too great a loss of 
water by transpiration.


Since that time “polarity” has been 
observed in the leaves of many other plants 
growing in drought regions or in exposed 
situations, as the eucalyptus trees of 
Australia. Such trees, of course, afford no 
shade. The habit may be noted in the 
roadside weed prickly lettuce, and in some 
degree even in the garden lettuce.


In Praise of Summer Flowers by Eloise Butler
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Cup Plant, Silphium perfoliatum.

Black-eyed Susan, Rudbeckia hirta

Top: Michigan Lily (Turk’s-cap), Lilium michiganense. Lower left: Canada Lily (Swamp or 
meadow Lily), L canadensis. Lower right: Wood Lily, L. philadelphicum, photo from a 

Kodachrome taken by Martha Crone in the Garden June 22, 1949.
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