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40 Murray Hill Road
Malden, Mass.

’ ; R
sy 172 ~
ventber; 1925

our ezhiibitl next Tfall:
J
iack Qalz, Cuercus velubina
Swenn Thilte Oak, Cuercus wicolor

Yie Toruer is found oniy in the south-

P

gactern corner of llinnesota, rlthoush it
is Ue nmost comnon ozX here; and tire latter ]
is very rare in the northwest. Its acorn

resembles sonevhat our common white oak, but
it Mas a long stalk. Last year these acorns

were very cbundant here. This nust be the
off season. I coula barely find two or three
vorn: ones. Z.bicolor las Lieen renorted from:
aroveland 2aric on uhie edge of St.raul. Ter-
ness, as you'snoopn around" jou may recognize

. fron the shehe of tne lecves and the long-

"noay vay npest I svonped & few days at
ndianenolis. There the interesting fruit
uf the teasel was el in evidexnce. I sent
come tv lirs...Dee Rook, . mchuer of our
Congervation Jociety, for her painted bou-

-~

cucts, and told her to iay aside a Tew for
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sou, if you care to have then. Jerhaps sihe

ern lecve tiiem Tor you ot sone convenlient

sloce dowir tovm. Iler !'Dhone nunber is

"

vapont 3717
Tcasel nods are usedé in the old country
Tor »rising the ana» on woolenn cloth. In

fuller's tezsel the spines on thie nods have

I wac sorry to alac the Doctor's talk on
aushrooms.
Vith Xindest regards to you and

yours,
Sincerely yours,

A e PRty
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Miss ELOISE BUTLER
20 MURRAY HiLL ROAD
MALDEN, MASSACHUSETTS

29 November, 1924

Dr.& lrs,Wm.H.Crone,=--
Dear Friends,

I can't resist telling you at once the
latest history of the fencing around the "Crone Plant-
ations"et al., as I had told you about the beginning.

You know that I left in a hurry, with the
fence not quite completed. Indeed, I do not know if

it is yet finished. The bill amounted to $696.10, for
which I gave a check for §400.00, a note for $200.00,
to be paid within a month, or when the fence was com-

pleted, and another note for the remainder to be paid
next spring, after Mr.Wirth and I had inspected the
fence and pronounced it satisfactory.

I was unable to get Mr.Wirth on the 'phone
before I left, but I wrote him the particulars of the
transaction. Yesterday, I received a letter fromhim,
promising a check for the full amount by the 3rd of
December. You may believe that I am very happy. ¥We
must have a celebration when I return.

I did not expect a reimbursement, if any
at all, so soon, and would never have asked for it.

¥y brother remains in about the same con-
dition. e can hardly hope, &8t his age, for his re-

recovery. The doctor is non-committal, but is positive
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that his disease 1s not tuberculosis, as we feared
from the hemorrhages that followed his apparent re-
covery from bronchial pneumonia,

Since I arrived, my brother-in-law and niece
were both, for a few days, acutely 1ll; but recov-

ered in time to enjoy a splendid Thanksgiving din-
ner, which we did not have to cook ourselves, as we
were invited out. You will be interested perhaps,
Mrs,Crone, to know tha%hghe exceptionately nice plum
pudding contained, with other ingredients, a half
cupful of finely chopped carrots.

I am wondering about the weather in Minnesota.
We have had but a few days below freezing, and it is

"warm for the most part. =
I wish you all good health and a comfortable

winter. Love to Janeth.
Very truly your friend,
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Miss ELOISE BUTLER
20 MURRAY HILL ROAD
MALDEN, MASSACHUSETTS

24 January, 1925
Ay dear Cronies,--

I was 80 pleased (although you may not

think so from my long-delayed acknowledgment)to see the
print of Janeth's smiling face and the ingenious egg-
slicer so convenient for the housekeeper into which I anm
transformed during the winter months.

I have been more than busy since Christmas with some
speclal work for my sick brother who is merely holding
his own. He sits up two or three hours each day, and can
walk across the floor without help. If we can keep him
through the winter, he may become stronger. iy sister
is very feeble. Ly brother-in-law and niece are ill at
intervals, and I find the duties of housekeeping some-
what heavy with a family of eight, including ad dog and
three cats.

We had a very Jjolly Christmas, nevertheless, with
a good many jokes. I wish you could have had some of

my two lobsters that were given me. Tell Janeth that
the dog had in her Christmas stocking a gingerbread

Father Christmas decked with colored sandies, a box of

raisins, a big bone, and a toy horse, while the cats had all
the catnip they could roll in,

With much haste,

Very sincerely,/<K1AAdzZir
i - whey .
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Miss ELOISE BUTLER
20 MURRAY HILL ROAD
MALDEN, MASSACHUSETTS

3 November, 1825
Dear iirs,Crone,--

Lrrived here Banday evening, after a
pleasant visit of four days in Indianapolis. ILvery one
in usual health, although my sister continues to be very
feeble. 'lad no opportunity to recover anything on my

insurance policy. It snowed efery night in Indianapolis
and melted during the way, but my cousin's automobile
didn't skid over a precipice, as I thought it might.
October has been a disagreeable month all along the line.
It is warm and sunny here at present. I took advantage
of the weather to "snoop" around the neighborhood a bit,
and am mailing you & box of the'finds", some of which--
perhaps the acorns-- you may wish to use in next season's
exhibit, as you are not likely to find tThen .

The bplack ouk acorns ure inferior spec-
imens. You might try to sprout two or three of the swamp
vhite oak Uy planting them in a little gpot sunk in the
oround, and if you will kindly "aeel in" for the winter
in the adjacent vzcant lot “hatever you do not care to
cultivate in your garden, you will greaily oulige ne.

You will find Aster linariifolius very desirable os a
late bloomer, :nd I am well stocked with it in the Reserve

I hope you will have vet an Indian suiamer Lo shorten
the winter zhead oI you
Jith Zindest regards to Janeth «nd Dr,
Crone,
Very truly your friend, ,,
Z Z & ,a &

Am ebout to make come prize-winning jam that wve
all like particularliy well: Quince & Cranberry Jan.
Equal parts of coolkted cranberry run through a sieve
and ground pineapple =with water added to make it of

the same consistency as the cranberry. Cook together
about 15 minutes with an equal measure of sugar.
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Miss ELOISE BUTLER
20 MURRAY HILL ROAD
MALDEN, MASSACHUSETTS

11 January, 1926

Dear Cronies,--

Many, many thanks for everything!-- the account
of our little Sahara, the magnifier with protective case,
the bag of linneapolis flour (disguised emery?), the basquet
of fruit, the valuable recipes in box-holder. I took hold
of the little ring protruding from the basket, by which I
intended to hang the basket on t%gegall, when lo and behold!

a tape-measure shot out. I havehlooking for one on a reel
for years, because they always get tangled and knotted up in

a work basket, but I never expected to find one so decorative
and reminiscent of our jolly snoopings. I have already used

two of the recipes, and I shall type on the blank cards all
the tested recipes that are favored by my family. You may be

interested in looking them over, and perhaps may wish to copy
some of them.

In the midst of our strenuous work and many anxi-
etles, we managed to have a glorious Christmas--oodles and

oodles of lovely presents, and I enjoyed the others' gifts
a@s much as I did my own. Among them was a wonderful book

that I will lend to you-- "America's Greatest Garden",

the Arnold Arboretum, profusely illustrated. The author
is "Chinese Wilson", the noted plant collector and as-
sistant director of the Arboretum.

Winter is half over, aznd the predicted severe weather

has not yet arrived, Berhaps it may come in hhe spring.
I hope this will find you well and happy.

Sincerely yours,

AL re Jhtlon
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Miss ELOISE BUTLER
20 MURRAY HiLL ROAD
MALDEN. MASSACHUSETTS

g January, 1927
Dear Cronies,--

I am deluged wlth coerespondence and
frightfully in arrears. I am trying to clear it up at

the rate of one letter a day, but the last three days
have not had time for even that.

vwe had a wonderful Christmas, and my sisten
although gradually falling, was able to enjoy it with us.
Among the many gifts none was more lovely then the Song
of the Cardinal with its touching message and beautiful

illustrations. And those daintily embroidered holders

and the case are certainly the last word of the sort.
All are much admired.

dr.wirth writes that you are having beauti-
ful winter weather--the ground well covered with snow.
i1t is cold here for iassachusetts, December having the
coldest average since 1885 wlth more snow. Rain alternate
with snow, 80 the snow lies in patches, and the walks are
icy.I am longing to be in MinneaPolis again where I can
be out of doors all day. Our new vig sun parlor (which
I will tell you about sometime) although very nice, isn't
equal to the great oben,

I hope you are &all well and happy.

Vilth sincerest regards,
Very truly your friend,
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—.. 20 Murray Hill Road, Malden, Mass,
R 3 November, 1927

- -

Dear Mrs,Crone,-- -
2o I mailed you yesterday a box

of Mélden-.plants; Help yourself to anything

you like besides what I marked especlially for
you, and kindly heel in your_adjacent vacant

lot the remainder, which I will replant in The
Reserve next spring.

Hottest Nov,2nd for 51 years in Boston.
Temperature 75 deg. at 1 P.M, I am wondering
about the weather in Minneapolils,

Regards to Janeth and Dr,.Crone,
~ Affectionately, E.B.

Miss ELOISE BUTLER
20 MURRAY HILL ROAD
MALDEN, MASSACHUSETTS

16 Novemver, 1928

Dear lrs,Crone,--
’ [ mailed you a few days ajo a pox of
siants wiieh I hope will not gige you too much trouble
to care for. I judge taat tae ground is not frozen hard
yet, for here the weather is warm and sunny with on.y
slight frosts at night.

I am alarmed at tne appearance of my niece
w.:0 1s apparcently slowly saining sround after eight months
of invalidism. She is sradually resumin; her work, but
me never allow her to go out alone. Iy hands are more

than full, and I can write only a brief note,.

zut I must add that I am glad to be this
winter in one of the few states that suvported Governor
Smith-- never known to o democratic vefore.

Yours as ever, E.B,

Regards to alil, iope tnat you will keep veld,
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Miss ELOISE BUTLER
20 MURRAY HILL ROAD
MALDEN, MASSACHUSETTS

2 January, 1929
Dear Dr. and lrs.Crone,--

You have exemplified in your
gift to me of a pedometer, a remark that I have often made

if I lia%oapﬁagsything hard enough, I always get it!"
Now I shall know miles I traverse dally in the Reserve

and during the season. Many, many thanks, and also for
the dainty hand-wrought handkerchief.
I had several other gifts for

garden use-- a big, light, collapsible basket imported
from England, just the thing for holding earth, plants,
and fagots, just grand for collecting; & splendid strongly

constructed bird-feeding box covered with birch bark; a
marker in the form of a cardinal bird in color, {which re-
minds of my last year's Christmas book and also that

Mrs.Davidson writes that she saw this fall the cardinal
in Glenwood Park close by the wild garden which of course
he had also visited) ; a nemo-pad for my office desk; and
a toy bulldog for a "protector" ify London visitor sent me
a very interesting print of henbane taken from an old

C
herbal written in English about 1100 A.D. and now preservd
in the famous Bodleian Library at Oxford. The print was
made by the University Oxford Press.

Perhaps I told you that my niece

was converting the cellar into a music studio. The studio
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1s now finished. I have three different views of it and
one of the sun porch which you may like to see. Just
after thanksgiving my brother-in-law entertained his
fellow past grands of Oddfellows and their families. We
had a musicale and a "progressive'" supper for them.
Bouillon was served in the sun borch when they entered.
Thence they passed into the dining room where they had
ham& spaghetti with bread and butter sandwiches. Then

a gong summoned them up two flights to the attic studio
where they ate" jewel salad" and pretzel sticks to the

accompaniment of music. (It took me two solld days to
make enough ham & spaghetti and salad for the crowd.)
They were then called down to the living room to partake

of ice cream, cake, and coffee, to the guests supposably

the end of the entertainment. But to their surprise a
deep-toned bell directed them to the cellar. I stood where
I could see them come in through the cellar door and nearl

died laughing to see the expression on their faces--eyes
and mouths wide open and heads twisting from side to side.
Here, as befitted the place, the old-time refreshments,
cider, apples, doughnuts, and cheese were served, and the
musical program was continued, interspersed with much fun,
rousing songs, and witty speeches.

We had warm weather and no snow at Christmas. The
Babcocks sent me a snap shot of their house surrounded
by great snow banks. I hope that you and Janeth are
well and happy.

Very truly your friend,
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Miss ELoise BUTLER
20 MURRAY HiLL ROAD
MALDEN, MASSACHUSETTS

23 January, 1929
Dear Cronlies,-- &

'1
The unique;teepee with a big red lobater

crowned my heap of 5O Xmas gifts in front of the fire-
place Christmas morning.’': I have beenilong time acknowl-
edging it, have I not? But it 1s not'from lack of ap-
preciation, I assure?"lgauspect that it was a trophy
from the North. I shall piace it where I can see 1t everj
day in my perampulations in the wild garden. Among“the
¥mas books was "The Poetry Cure," an anthology for “such
troubles as fear, swollen ego, ingrowing ugliness, the
blues, Dettiness, impatience, insomnla, torpid imaginatiol
sorrow, hardening of the heart, sluggish Dblood, myopic
vigslon of the inner eye, and other common ailments," I
shall take much pleasure sharing this with you, if you
are not familiar with it. Another book was "Mother India’
One can't say with Browning, "All's right with the world!'
when he reads it. Indeed, it's too, too revolting to
read. I want to go on a Crusade to India to stop the
awful cruelties that are practised there.

Everything is going on well here at present.
(I'm touching wooﬁl) Ty niece seems to be improving,
but very slowly. We have to be very careful. Her heart
is not normal and her digestlon 1is weak.

ide have escaped the 'flu so far, (although
it is all about us, and I hope that you have. I hear
that it has been very bad in Minneapolis. We linhale
Vapex every time we sneeze, gargle with Listerine, anoint
our throats wita Spunoint, etc., etc. 4n the principle
that "an ounce of Prevention is worth a pound of Cure."

I am longing for spring and the garden. I
wpe that affairs can be &adjusted here, so that I shall
feel free to return at the usual time.

Very truly your friend, Lhsre IBizlon
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Miss ELoOisE BUTLER
20 MURRAY HILL ROAD
MALDEN, MASSACHUSETTS
27 November, 1929
Dear Cronies,--

I am writing to ask another favor of you.:
A Mrs.Davidson of St.Paul has sent me some seeds of

fringed gentian collected in Manitoba. Of course they
may not germinate, but I think that they ought to be

down now, If you could slightly firm them in in some
earth in a small box, set them out of doors with & mulch
of leaves, I would consider it a great favor. You know
that the first season's growth 1is very tiny. ;
iy invalid niece 1s slightly better. As
for myself, neuritis and burns are still rampant in bad

weather, although the former is easing off. Our osteopath

says that my burns are not covered with true siin, but
acar tidsue, and may always be uncomfortable. To relieve
the condition, this tissue ie sometimes cut around. I
have not yet concluded to try this remedy.

We have had one cold day for this region
and a flurry of snow that has now disappeared. Now the
weather is warm and bright.

filth love to Janeth,
Very truly your friend, [
blvine
In my annual report I mentioned the "Crone Plantations"
and how much The Reserve was indebted to you.
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20 Murray Hill Road,
" Malden, Mass., 3 January, 1930

Dear Cronies,--

How the years fly! &t
seems sSo wa&krd to write 1930. LY Xmas
acknowledgments have been delayed by a brief
bout with influenza. We will hope that this

is the last whack for awhile. 014 Santa

heaped upon us many useful and beautiful gifts.
Among them I especlally enjoyed those from the

Eronies the photo, the pretty corsage bou_,
quet, and the wonderful triplet shredder.
As housekeeper, I particularly appPrecliate all

the aids to lessening labor.

I hear that you have had disagreeable weath-
er. It 1is not cold here, but we have had much
rainy weather and less sunshine than usual.

I hope that you are all well and will con-
tinue to be so. I am looking forward to our

reunion in the spring when we will make the
welkin ring with joy over the burgeoning of
the Crone Plantations.

A Happy New Year from your friend,

.
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20 Jurray Hill Road, lialden, lkass.,

28 October, 1930

Dear Cronies,-- ; N _ff’f~;'
| I never heard of such a wonderful

- .! '-.
'--l.“ .

shoopiﬁ'.l It reads like a fairy tale or a story\ b

out of Arabian Nights. I shall rehearse 1t for my
5
bOtanical corresponaence clab iy prayers are edded

to yours for the germination of the seed. 4

I left Minneapolis the 17th, the" day e
after your bombardment in such a hurry that I did
not have time to telephone to any one. ,

I found my brother-jn_jaw convalesclng
.and he 18 gainins daily. He still has day and i
’ night nurses, lest he might have a relapse. The '

doctor, a pneumonia expert, has had the surprise of
his 11fe . - e had given his patient but 48 hours

Y0 live.. Never knew a patient of Curtis's age to
to pull through from such a bad case. The nmiracle

1s due to osteopathic treatment, but the doctor
would never forgive us, if he knew, such are the
hide-bound prejudices of the "regulers,"

A year ago it was dietressiné to see my
niece, she looked so ghastly. Now that she has
gained over 40 pounds and looks like her former
self, I can't keep my eyes off from her. ©5he has

a new doctor to replaceé the dead miracle
worker, wno seems 10 understan%pﬂﬁho 26 1a
looking forward to full recovery.

T cannot express my gratitude for all

-
arden
thet you have done to promote the \cild G ’
ce will not try to do s0.
nen
Ly typevriter 1is rather wobbly from the
effects of its Journey, &s you can plainly
see,
+ Dest wishee and & prosperous winter
to the "Cronies!”

Very truly your friend,

ﬁm 2
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P

R @urray Hill Road, ldalden, Mass, i

2710

New Iear‘s DAY o Am=n

Dear Cronies,

I am writing to you my first letter in
the New Year. We have been under terrible anxiety of
late. ihile my brother-in-law was convalescing my
niece had two bad attacks of acute indigestion and
it was decided that a gall-bladder operation was
necessary while she had stamina enough to endure 1it,
So she went to the hospital, whica is close by, a
few days before Christmas to be "under observation."
She was allowed to come home Christmas eve and stayed
with us Christmas day, then went back to the hospital
and was operated on the londay morning following.

The operation proved to be necessary and is said to
be a complete success. Four specialists stood by

and she had an experienced nurse who was an intimate
friend. At present all seems to be going on well
and we do not apprehend any set-backs. Ve have had

over the holidays two visitors--friends who have been:
a comfort to us, but it has been an extra care for me

the ch&g&ahousekeeper, although we have a very ef-
ficlent who comes every day except Sundays to help. '
I can't express how much delighted I was with
the exquisite plaque of Christmas roses and violets,
Haﬁf you ever tried Christmas roses in your garden?
The thrive in Massachusetts. And then the bounteous
supply of lotus seeds! I expect to have "Crone Plant-!
ations" in all the ponds hereabout where protection |
can be guaranteed. I have written to the Director |
of Harvard Botanic Gardens to ask if he wishes any f
seeds for his gardens and the Arboretum. What a e

I

wonderful discovery you made!, I embodied in my annual report to
Mr. Wirth., your account of the bombardment of Eirch Pond. I want
your work to be appreciated at headquarters,

I hope that you will have & nice winter and be hale in
health,
With joyful anticipation of the spring.resurrection,

Very truly your friend,

Glcre_ PRitlon
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ELOISE BUTLER
20 Murray HiLL ROAD
MALDEN, MASSACHUSETTS

January 11, 1932

P

Dear Cronies,--
I hope that you are having lots of

“the beautiful this winter, but I hae me doots.
The first of ours to &ny extent fe:l u&turday eve,

g i

VOU:. “The chiléren here have had no. 003.81',1313; ZMIQ
6h1y one day of skatlng.

| .ﬂ,zié «;’é v’,’l'hekgaah on his head hanng,bé"' :
‘Bewe 3"“‘ﬁ1€h‘f1hes horsehair is not xexgxvery = ' -
noticeable : :

Spring will lc¢ lere before we know it
and I & 100“lub Torverd to thke old trampins 3;pund
: : Very truly Yyour friend,"

z z o

very .evidenty:” oAy as
, 2 1z

*‘3 necc °f ne¥ type rilloi i
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:rahain‘ t'no. ski.n?

‘although I have kept some for experiments in Minneapoiis
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ELOISE BUTLER
20 Mummay HiLL ROAD
MALDEN, MASSACHUSETTS

January 11, 1933

Dear Cronies,=--
I have been trying in vain for a long

time to write to you, The enclosed letter from the
aspirant for a position in the wild garden is self-
explanatory., Please keep it for me until I see you,
for I may wish to show it to Mr,Wirth, I want also. ‘
to thank you especially, Mrs,Crone, for what you- wrote
me about the continuance of the wild garden, - There's
too much of truth.in what you. say, but I will soon “be
ble to' talk with you about the matter in detail, In
%hla ‘time of depreasion nothing can be done- except to’
~hang on’ by ‘the” shin of one’s teeth. And that 1f there

34 must tell you how much I am' pleaaed with
the Crony Xmaa package and what a surprise it was., I
have found the Magic Slicer a great convenience in pre-
paring salads, the apron just matches a new dress, the
Almenac is packed with valuable informatlion,.and. the
lotus seede came just in:time for distribution here, ;

I gave some to one who came to me for advice in starting
a large wild flower sanctuary not far from Boston, . 1
Among other gifts I had two books that I |
would like to share with you-- colored plates of the |
birds of New England, 86 of them by the noted Fuertes
and 2# by Major Allan Brooks who continued the work
after Fuertes' death; and a book entitled "WAH'KON-TAH",
on the history Yf the Osage Indians, and written by a
native Osage, n it you breath the very air of the
western plains, ’
I hope that you have escaped the prev-

- T ; 3

— ot T S —— -
\ v

0

. alent flu. fWe have 80 far,wbut’l am touching wood! The
' weather is mild here and sunny for the ‘most part, There has
‘ been snow, but it 'quickly. melted away._‘

Wishing you the*Bappiest of New Years,
: Very truly your friend,

;‘éé :W

s £L2%2A>3¢M€§/ Yo A L
Popid Hesth Foy” s
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