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History of the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden
and The Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc.
Winter 1979/1980
Ken Avery begins his 22nd year as Gardener.
In The Friend’s newsletter (Vol. 28 No. 1 Winter 1980), Ken Avery wrote about an important change that
has been made to the Garden - a change partially accomplished by
him, part by the Park Board and part by the Friends.
A few years ago it was the "trendy" thing to say that the
winds of change were blowing across America. This phrase
isn't as fashionable as it once was, but the winds are still
blowing and to adjust to them, the Wildflower Garden is
about to set a different course. Few people realize the shift
that took place when I replaced Mrs. Crone in 1959. The
Garden stands as a steadying force --- never changing much
from one year to another --- masking any change. But
beneath the calm exterior the Garden had changed course;
not much, but it had started to veer in a different direction.
One change was in my (and the Garden's) relationship to
the Park Board. Mrs. Crone’s official title was Curator.
When I replaced her, there was no change in the duties
which I assumed, and I must admit that I received the same
pay. Everything seemed the same, but titles are important,
and I have always been the Gardener at the Wildflower
Garden. Another more subtle change took place when I
replaced Mrs. Crone. The Garden has always reflected the
personality of its Curator. I'm sure it reflected Miss Butler's
personality and I know that it was the reflection of Mrs.
Crone's, when I first worked here under her.

Gardener Ken Avery -newspaper
photo

While I have never purposely made any changes in the
Garden, nature is never static and as changes were
demanded, naturally they were mine. Shortly after I
assumed this position, I re ected upon what the Garden
should be and I made two decisions. First: It occurred to me
that since the opening of the Arboretum [Minnesota
Landscape Arboretum in Chaska] the side interest the
Garden had in testing the hardiness of exotic plants was no
longer warranted. I decided to concentrate on
reintroducing the plants that had once grown in the area
and to a lesser extent to attempt to grow all plants native to
Minnesota
Secondly: I decided to institutionalize the Garden --- that is
to remove the Curator's personality as an important
element in its makeup. I feel that the Garden prospered
under my hand. As I look back on it now the zenith of this
Mike Ryan, MPRB Coordinator of
period was just prior to the building of The Martha Crone
Environmental Education. Photo
Shelter by the Friends. The building of the shelter heralded
courtesy Lynne Holman
another change in the direction of the wind; the Park Board
seemed to discover the Garden and started to assert its
in uence. Oddly enough this accomplished my second decision --- that of institutionalizing the
Garden. This also was a time when the Garden's patronage increased tremendously, and I lost
one of my two helpers - permanently. The Shelter added more work particularly for the rst few
years; then Dutch Elm disease added more work; and the increased attendance demanded more
attention. Through it all we have been scrambling just to keep up. It is now beginning to look as
though we are going to make it.
Now another wind of change is blowing through the Garden --- his name is Mike Ryan. Mike is
the Coordinator of Environmental Education. Mike, in assuming this position, is asserting more
in uence over the Wild ower Garden. I have not had any long conversations with him but I am
sure that he is going to emphasize the growing of native plants in the Garden. He has already
shown interest and concern for the wild areas owned by the Park Board. A concern that I have
had for all these years. I sincerely wish him well!
[This was the last article Ken would write for the newsletter. Perhaps
it touched some sensitivity with his superiors, but when the Park
Board staff expressed the desire to review content in the newsletter
(see summer section below) it may have had some bearing on
whether he would contribute articles. The result was that
information of what was happening in the Garden now came via
once-removed sources. Fortunately, Cary George, when he
succeeded Ken, would resume the practice of contributing articles.]

Whitney Eastman, ca. 1953
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It was announced that Whitney Eastman, long-time Friends Board
member, had passed away last Dec. 3rd. He had attended almost
every Annual Meeting from 1961 up through May 1979. He was a
director from 1961 - 1968 and an honorary director through 1975.
[bio follows text].

Because of in ation our actual spendable money after operating expenses has declined and so
we have had to examine our priorities and in some cases make cuts. We don't like to cut services,
but we do have to cut something. This will be a continuing problem. Probably the greatest
challenge is that we are going to have more demand because of energy and less money to do it
with. And I don't know how we will make those two meet. People are going to have to take on
part of the burden if they want the level of services they have been used to.
Additional sample text for the new self-guided brochure was printed in the winter issue. Naomi Loper
was elected president of the Minneapolis Park Board - its rst woman president.

Spring 1980
The Annual Meeting of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden was held on a lovely spring day, in the
Garden, Saturday May 17th, 1980, in the Martha Crone Shelter, 34 persons attending. including Mary
Maguire Lerman and Mike Ryan from the Park Board.
Kenneth Avery gave his report of the status of the Garden. He reported that the Bloodroots were the
most affected by the loss of the elm canopy. Mary Maguire Lerman and Mike Ryan brought samples of
the new self-guided Garden brochure. Part of the new guide would include ‘station’ numbers,
referencing numbered posts placed along the various paths in the Garden. The guide would have text
about some of the plants found at each station. The Friends issued them a $1,500 check for printing.
They also announced that the road to the front gate parking lot would be made one-way for the rst
time allowing parking along the edge of the road. The road closest to Glenwood Ave would be the
entrance and the section closest to Highway 12 the exit. That’s the way it exists today (2019)
Below: Grouping of Bloodroots (Sanguinaria canadensis) in the Woodland Garden. Photo G D Bebeau
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There were 14 recipients of study grants, 5 to college students at $200 each and 9 to high school
students - 1 at $100 and 8 at $50. Dr. Norman L. Busse of the Minneapolis Public Schools, who was also
in attendance at the meeting thanked the Friends and invited them to visit Dowling School to see what
the students were creating. Their names are in the spring newsletter. The Friends had established two
study grant programs in 1978: One would be to establish scholarships for a few high school students to
pursue the natural sciences. The second was to make tuition grants for grade school teachers in the
Minneapolis Public School system to take a Nature Study course or an Audubon camp in the summer.
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The third installment of an interview with new Parks Superintendent Charles Spears was printed. The
rst segments are highlighted in 1979 and you can read the entire interview at the end of the 1979 text.
The segment published in this issue included this comment of Mr. Spears:

Leaving the board were Dr. Marian Grimes, Alexander Dean [bio follows text] and Mildred Olson. Dr.
Grimes again asked to be relived of volunteer coordinator duties at the end of the coming year.
At the Board meeting following the annual meeting, new of cers elected were: Lynn Deweese,
President; Lynne Holman, Vice President; Secretary - open; Caroline Price, Treasurer.
Lynn and Pat Deweese would continue with the duties of editors of The Fringed Gentian™ through the
fall issue. The position of secretary was being lled on an ad-hoc basis by Jean Chamberlain.

Summer 1980
In the summer issue of The Fringed Gentian™ (Vol. 28 No. 3
Summer 1980) President Lynn Deweese recalled his rst
experiences with the Garden going back to 1959. There was
also listed a summary of where Garden visitors had come
from - 20 different countries and 30 states in 1979. The longpromised self-guided tour brochures were taking longer to
produce and would now not be ready until 1981. In addition
the cost was going up and the Friends added $500 to the
amount already given for printing to cover 5000 copies. Mary
Maguire Lerman wrote an article on Wild Sarsaparilla and a
request was made for a new newsletter editor now that Mr.
Deweese was Friends president. Also the position of Secretary
needed to be lled.
The Deweese’s circulated a letter to the board members about
nding a new editor and noted that while the Friends have
Friends President Lynn
established more communication with the Parks staff in the
Deweese.Photo
by Lynne Holman
past two years and that they were apparently reading the
newsletter regularly, they have expressed the desire to control
some of the content of the newsletter. The Deweese’s stated that
since this was a newsletter of the Friends, not of the Park Board, that could not be allowed to happen.
They also expressed concern about how much the newsletter printing and mailing should cost relative
to the basic $5 membership in the Friends - a concern that would occur in the future also.
It was also noted that Parks Superintendent Charles Spears left the position in August for other
employment, after having been appointed only early last year.
At a Board of Directors meeting Susan Warde was appointed as a new Board member.

Autumn 1980
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Doris Larson volunteered to help with the newsletter and helped produce the fall issue (Vol. 28 No. 4
Autumn 1980). Mary Maguire Lerman contributed an article on White Snakeroot.
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Twenty volunteers were on the list to be shelter volunteers. The Friends assets totaled $6,704.
Directors elected were: Moana Beim, Jean Chamberlain, Robert Dassett Jr., Lynn Deweese, Lynne
Holman, Walter Lehnert, John Murtfeldt, Caroline Price.
Ex-of cio member: Kenneth Avery. Martha Crone as honorary life member.

A volunteer appreciation event had been planned for Sept. 27 but of 40
invitations sent out there were only 4 replies from volunteers and 6
from board members, so the event was cancelled. 25 volunteers were
on the list as having helped during the season.
During the year Lynne Holman, Lynn Deweese and John Murtfeldt,
with help from past president Moana Beim, were preparing a
statement of what the Friends believed to be the long-range plan for
the Garden and to let the public know what the Friends position would
be on certain issues. The document was nished in the fall and printed.
Here is the text:
PROPOSALS FOR THE CONTINUING DEVELOPMENT OF THE
ELOISE BUTLER WILDFLOWER AND BIRD SANCTUARY
This paper has been drawn up by the Friends of the Wild Flower
Garden, Inc., an organization of private citizens who, for the past 28
years, have contributed much time and money in cooperation with the
White Snakeroot (Ageratina
altissima) Photo G D Bebeau
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Department towards the
development and preservation of the Eloise Butler Wild ower and
Bird Sanctuary. This group of private citizens has a keen and vested
interest in this unique preservation of land. Believing that our relationship to this area should
periodically be reviewed, we have compiled these statements.
I This Garden was created in 1907 to provide an educational site in the Twin Cities area where citizens students of all ages, educators, and tourists - could conveniently experience the diversity of indigenous
Minnesota ora.
II This Garden, to be truly educational, should remain an environment containing as many of the plants
(Non-woody and woody) that are truly native to Minnesota as can be managed in a setting
approximating a natural wilderness. Emphasis should be placed on those plant species occurring
within a 150 mile radius of the Twin Cities - including adjacent portions of Wisconsin and Iowa. In
evaluating the present status, we propose that a plant census of the site be conducted and evaluated
during the 1981-82 growing seasons.
III. This Garden should include a collection of plants grouped symbiotically in as many natural
environments (woodland, bog, prairie, etc.) as is feasible to this site. However, we rmly believe that it
is better to maintain one or two environments well, than many poorly.
IV. This Garden will require a continuing management, which we hope can be minimal (or at least leave
that appearance) and which will favor techniques that do the least environmental damage. The
preservation of an extensive collection of ora will always require some suppression of aggressive
species for the protection of less hardy ones. A reasonable balance of species within the total collection
is desirable. Some native Minnesota ora will never be feasible at this site.
V. The educational value of this Garden is enhanced by a diversity of animals and birds - migratory and
resident. Plans for planting changes should always consider encouraging this diversity.
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VI. The educational role of this Garden dictates the identi cation of all ora species by their scienti c
name primarily - and where appropriate by a regionally popular name. We suggest that where non-

indigenous species are identi ed they be indicated in some manner (perhaps by signs in a different
color).
VII. This Garden in the years since its inception has served several purposes which are no longer
appropriate. One of the most notable has been the use of some areas as testing grounds for the
hardiness of garden exotics (a role now better served by the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum).
Therefore we propose that future management of this area should gradually eliminate the exotic
species during the decade of the '80s.
VIII. This garden is a unique environment. To protect this, we suggest that the unmanaged areas
surrounding the present Garden (and associated with it in the Park Board action of 19 )[sic.- refers to
1964] be preserved as an unfenced semi-wild buffer zone. A future possibility would be to manage
certain limited portions of this outer area to stop the natural woodland development in order to show
the different stages a Minnesota savannah passes through in becoming a woodland.
Realizing well that all this is not a simple project, we, the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc., now,
as in the past, are prepared to help but not to replace, the Park Board in the achievement of these goals.
Realizing also that this particular garden cannot be the whole picture of virgin Minnesota, we would
urge groups of citizens around the state to work to establish in their own counties, gardens of the
plants native to that area. Thus could be established a network of preserves that could collectively
recreate the picture of a virgin Minnesota.

Photo top of page: The Wild Plum on the hillside in Upland Garden. Photo ©G D Bebeau
References:
Meeting Minutes and correspondence of Friends of the Wild Flower Garden
Historical Climatology of Minneapolis-St. Paul Area by Charles Fisk.
Note: All issues of the Friend’s newsletter, The Fringed Gentian™, were numbered out of sequence this
year. The correct volume numbers are used in the text.
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©2019 Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc. Photos are as credited and are used with permission for
educational purposes, for which the Friends thank them and the organization providing the photos.
Text and research by Gary Bebeau

The Friends of the Wild Flower Garden
Whitney Haskins Eastman
Whitney H. Eastman was a member of the Friends Board of Directors from January 1961 through May
1969, after which he was an honorary director until May 1975. He joined the board when Dorothy
Binder was President and was active through the fund raising and construction of the Martha Crone
Shelter.
Mr. Eastman continued to attend the annual meetings of the
Friends until his death. He passed away on December 3,
1979 at age 91.
Mr. Eastman was an avid birder, considered the nations top
amateur ornithologist. He was a contributing author to the
book The Treasury of Birds, published in 1972. He was one of
four persons who con rmed the sighting of a pair of rare
Ivory Billed Woodpeckers in Florida in March of 1950. This
is mentioned in several articles and books including “Ivorybilled Woodpecker Sightings and Evidence 1944-2003,” a
compendium of information on the bird - part of Project
Coyote; also in the book The Ghost Orchid Ghost and Other
Tales from the Swamp published in Florida in 2007. He was
instrumental in establishing a sanctuary for the pair of
birds.

Whitney Eastman, 1957. Star-Tribune
photo

By 1953 his life list of species totaled 749, with years yet to
go. By 1957, with extensive travel, the list totaled 1,327. The
Eastman Nature Center at Elm Creek Park Reserve was dedicated and named for him in 1974. The
center is part of Three Rivers Park District, Hennepin County, Minnesota. Mr. Eastman was a fundraiser for the 14,000 square-foot center. He was such a good fund-raiser that Star Tribune columnist Jim
Kimball wrote in 1973 that his “national fame as a birder is exceeded only by his reputation as fund
raiser for worthy causes.” In 1967 when Goodrich Lowry organized the Metropolitan Nature Centers
Corporation, (1) Eastman accepted the chairmanship of the fund-raising committee. The rst project
was to build a nature center in the new Carver Park Reserve. The goal was one half million dollars.
The committee raised that in six months and construction began but the money kept coming in which,
with a little more fund raising, then led to building the Hyland Lake Nature Center. With $40,000 still
leftover, the Corporation asked the Hennepin County Park Reserve District which had taken over the
nature centers as planned, that if they had more funds could a center be built at Elm Creek. It was
raised and on Eastman’s 85th birthday in 1973 the District voted to name the Elm Creek center after
Eastman. (2)
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He was born on April 24, 1888 in Fort Ann, New York to a poor farming family but he made it to
Dartmouth and earned science and engineering degrees and then got his rst job installing sewage
systems in New York in 1911 but in the same year took a job with a linseed oil re ning rm in New
Jersey. He and his wife Anna lived in a number of cities as he worked professionally in the vegetable oil

processing industry beginning with that job in
1911. He joined Archer Daniels Midland (ADM)
Company in 1928 eventually became a vice
president in 1939 and then of General Mills in
1942 after moving to Minneapolis. His last
industry position was as a director of First
Oceanic Corp, the largest stockholder of ADM.
He published several books and articles about
the Oil Processing Industry and in particular the
book The History of the Linseed Oil Industry in the
United States.
For a time the Eastman's lived in White sh Bay,
Wisconsin when he was the president of the
William O. Goodrich Co., as associate
Eastman Nature Center, Elm Creek Park Reserve
photo.
organization of the Archer-Daniels-Midland
Company (ADM). In 1929 they constructed a
house there at 4716 N. Wilshire Rd. that is now on
the historical walking tour of the city. By 1940 they were in Minneapolis
living at 4450 W. Lake Harriet Blvd. and then in 1959 built a house at
7000 Valley View Road in Edina that they called Tanager Hill. It was
sited for nature and bird watching and inside Mrs. Eastman (Karen) said
the decoration style was “Modern Aviary.” They brought to the house
their voluminous accumulation of birding material and 30 years of
birding records. (3)
At the time of the Ivory Billed Woodpecker sighting, he was a vice
president of General Mills. In 1957 after he had retired from General
Mills he became executive director of the Minnesota Area Development
Corporation, the goal of which was to increase the industrial economy of
the area. He was a member of many ornithological societies, on the board
of National Audubon, a life member of the Illinois Natural History
Survey, on the National Executive Board of Boy Scouts of American, a
founding director of National City Bank. and he took part in or chaired
many civic groups.
Karen Eastman was equally active in civic affairs and birding. She was
president of the Minneapolis Audubon society and a director of the
Minneapolis Club for a number of years.

Karen Eastman, President of
Minneapolis Audubon society
and David Snell planting one
of 100 trees at the Roberts
Bird Sanctuary in April 1954.
Star-Tribune photo.

Whitney Eastman passed away on December 3, 1979 while hospitalized in
Boca Raton, Florida.
Interesting Eastman Tidbits

fi

fi

fl

When Mr. Eastman arrived in Minneapolis it did not take him long to discover the Eloise Butler
Wild ower Garden as a great place for birding. He rst shows up in Garden Curator Martha Crone's
diary in 1941 when on May 25th she notes “Mr. Eastman of Archer Daniels in, also Dassett & others.”
On May 28, 1942, a local birder, Mr. Milton Thompson of the Minneapolis Public Library's Science
Museum, collected (i.e. "shot") a male Coopers Hawk in the Garden but not the female. Martha had

asked him to come and get it as she was afraid it would kill too many songbirds.(4) On the 30th Martha
noted Mr. Whitney Eastman left a card saying “they had collected the female hawk and found 2 eggs in
the nest, thereby establishing an early record for the State.”
In 1943, again on May 30th, Martha noted in her Garden Log:
“Many birds noted, also a most unusual nd, a “western
tanager” discovered by Mr. Whitney Eastman, south of
upper gate just west of deep hole. We observed it a long
while. It was traveling with a number of scarlet tanagers.”
Years later Mr. Eastman attended the 25th Annual Meeting of the
Friends in 1977 and one of his recollections about the Garden was
that nd of the Western Tanager. He told the meeting:
“He believed he was alone in the Garden when he spotted a
Western Tanager which had no business in this area. He
looked around excitedly to ne someone to vouch for his
identi cation and called to a man who appeared nearby -Western tanager! Western Tanager!!. The man disappeared
hurriedly and Mr. Eastman didn’t know whether the man
was an escapee from Stillwater [State Prison] or thought he
was.”

Whitney Eastman, ca. 1953.

Former Friends President Robert Dassett was a birder just like Eastman. Betty Dassett wrote this note
about Eastman:
“Bob liked to remember his friend Whitney Eastman, “a real bird man” and a great baseball fan
during the Millers’ era. Whitney had his own version of a double-header, Robert recalled; he’d
watch the rst game, bike to the Garden to eat his sandwich and talk to Martha, and then bike
back to see most of the second game.”
Robert Dassett recalled doing just that with Eastman on a Memorial Day. [Fringed Gentian™ Vol. 19 No.
4, Oct. 1971]
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Reference: Minutes of the Board of Directors and other documents of the Friends of the Wild Flower
Garden, Inc.; White sh Bay Historical Group; books cited above; Illinois Natural History Survey, and
many newspaper accounts.
(1) The purpose for the nature centers was to create a place where elementary school children and
their teachers could learn about nature and the environment and begin to develop and ecological
conscience. Lowry and his wife Louse joined the Friends in 1967. He passed away in 1988; Louise
was a member until her death in 2002. The Friends have a program to subsidize transportation to
the Wild ower Garden for elementary students for the similar reasons. How interesting that both
Lowry and Eastman have nature centers named for them and both were associated with the
Friends.
(2) Jim Kimball column, Minneapolis Star Tribune, Nov. 18, 1973
(3) Jean Werrall, Minneapolis Tribune, May 24, 1959
(4) Information from Friends member J.S. Futcher, 1992.
Text by Gary Bebeau.

The Friends of the Wild Flower Garden
Alexander Dean
Alexander Dean rst comes into our history in 1969 during the construction of the Martha Crone
Shelter. During the planning for the Shelter a replace or a Franklin Stove was considered, the stove
having the advantage of stretching limited funds. (1)
Some of the funds pledged for the shelter were in the form of
memorials. In July 1968 Mr. and Mrs. Dean lost one of their three
children, daughter Kathleen Dean Hillman who was recently married
and 25 years old. Knowing about the Shelter plans they donated funds
to build a replace with a heat-o-later insert and a copper hood.
The exterior of replace and chimney is cut stone from Wisconsin.
Many of the nishing details for the Shelter were custom ordered
leading to some construction delays. The replace contributed as the
stone was shipped to Iowa by mistake.
Dean wrote in 1977: "It is not in grandiose physical growth and
development that I see the Wild Flower Garden, but as the
expression of an idea which is held in the thoughts of people,
cherished and nursed for those who come in search of its sanctuary.
That is why I am so interested in it, and that is why my daughter
Kathleen was interested in it." (2)

The Wisconsin stone chimney
of the Crone Shelter.

Some of the memorial money also came from Kathleen's Girl Scout friends. A memorial plaque is on
the wall to the right of the replace hood. On August 25, 2007 those friends visited the Shelter and
volunteer Phoebe Waugh was there to get a photo of them in front of the large copper hood.
Alexander Dean was born and educated in New York state. After working for the government as a
forester and for Weyerhaeuser for a while he came to Minneapolis and entered the insurance business.
Eventually he was the owner and president of the David Insurance Agency. He served on the board of
the Minneapolis Chamber of Commerce, was chairman of the Hennepin County Republican Party, and
served on the Hennepin County Park Board.
Mr. Dean was on the Friends Board of Directors from 1973 until May of 1980. He was the Friends vicepresident in 1975 and severed 3 years as president, 1976 through 1978.
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As the new president in 1976 he wrote this:
When we think of our little society as embracing all those members who, for whatever reason,
lay aside from time to time their urgent daily tasks and devote time, thought and energy to help
perpetuate the wildness and the wildings of our dear Garden, we realize how aptly we are
named---"Friends of the Eloise Butler Wild ower Garden"! It is more than a lovely plot of
ground holding countless lovely creatures no longer common to the City in which it exists. It is a

quiet corner in thought for each to come to for the refreshment and inspiration which the
contemplation of God's ideas expressed in nature always bring to mankind.
And so I come to the of ce of President of this "Friends" following those who have served it so
well, with a deep sense of gratitude for all that has helpfully gone before, Also with the
conviction that the new Board working together with the new of cers and the "Old Hands" will
have a fun and highly constructive year. To keep our Garden wild needs not our "wild"
thoughts, but our helpful ones and we hope to have some of these from all of you. (3)
He passed away at age 91 in Alexandria VA.
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Reference: Minutes of the Board of Directors and other documents of the Friends of the Wild Flower
Garden, Inc. Text by G D Bebeau.
Note 1: Friends Board Minutes Sept. 5, 1968,
Note 2: The Fringed Gentian™, vol. 26 No. 4
Note 3: The Fringed Gentian™, vol. 24 No. 3

