1991
History of the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden
and The Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc.
Winter 1990/1991
This is the fth year with Gardener Cary George in charge of the Garden.
During the late winter months Cary reported extensive work on
cutting and burning Buckthorn - attended by friendly chickadees
who followed him everywhere.
A committee of Friends Board members, chaired by Betty Bryan, was
meeting to update the organizations By-laws. New Articles of
Incorporation were led with the State of Minnesota. (1) [Copies
follow the text.]
The winter of 1990/1991 produced minor snowfalls, leaving only
around 5 inches of snow depth at year end which disappeared in
early February until replaced by late February/early March storms.
Winter snow amounts were right on the average of 43.5 inches.
Temperatures
were fairly
average.

Friends board member Betty
Bryan. Friends photo.
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On Theodore Wirth Parkway, the ramp to I-394
westbound was closed permanently forcing
motorists leaving the Garden to go back east to
Penn Ave or far west to Park Place Blvd. to get onto
westbound I-394.

Spring 1991
Cary George did a prairie burn in the spring. He found a
new patch of Dwarf Trout Lilies (Erythronium propullans)
in the wetland. He reported on the Lady’s-slippers: The
Showy (Cypripedium reginae) bloomed a bit early - June
2nd. The Large Yellow Lady's-slipper (Cypripedium
parvi orum var. pubescens) clump by the Crone Shelter
disappeared, but he had a reserve clump by the work
shed which he would transplant.
A spring prairie burn at Eloise Butler (photo
from a later year). Friends photo
The Pink Stemless Lady's-slipper, (C. acaule), had
diminished to one less vigorous clump and he would no
longer attempt to establish plantings of it. He had planted them in 1989 and he like all his predecessors
saw that you could not keep them established by transplanting from elsewhere. Eloise Butler had rst
planted them in 1907 and then almost every year thereafter. Martha Crone continued the project, as did
Ken Avery with plantings in 1962, ’64 and '74. But Cary was willing to try with another orchid - Orchis
spectabilis, the Showy Orchis, that he planted this spring by the front gate. It is a small plant, but it did
not last many years either.

The mosquito hatch was the worst in 15 years due to much
rain. Cary reported he planted 480 young trees and shrubs in
the Garden and expected a good survival rate due to the rains.
On May 2nd, Catherine (Cay) Faragher passed away. [bio
follows] She was President of the Friends from 1969 to 1971
and orchestrated the design and building of the Martha Crone
Shelter. (2)
The Friends of the Wild Flower Garden held their annual
meeting on Saturday May 18, at the Martha Crone Shelter in
the Garden. The new front gate to the Garden welcomed those
who attended. The stone work had been completed the prior
year. All that was lacking was the wooden arbor for the top,
which would come the following year. The funding for this
project totaled $9,680.
The new front gate to Eloise Butler
shown in the Fall of 1992 after the
Directors elected were: Ken
upper
arbor was installed but before
Avery, Geri Benavides,
the
inscription.
Photo ©G D Bebeau
Harriet Betzold, Betty Bryan,
Elaine Christenson, Sallie
Cole, Mel Duoos, Ann Kessen, Connie Bartz-Lavoie, Gloria Miller,
Shirley Schultz, Joyce Smeby, Kathryn Stennes.
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Volunteer coordinator Shirley
Schultz. Friends photo

Re-elected to their of ces at the Board of Directors meeting: Ann
Kessen, President; Harriet Betzold, Vice-President; Joyce Smeby,
Secretary; and Connie LaVoie, Treasurer. Betty Bryan as membership
chair (Pat Thomesen had resigned), Elaine Christenson as memorials
chair, Shirley Schultz as Volunteer coordinator.

Betty Bridgman retired last year as editor of The Friends
Newsletter The Fringed Gentian™ and Kathy Stennis was now
editor. Kathy initiated the make-up of the Gentian on computer
and then printed on recycled paper. Shirley Schultz reported that
57 volunteers were on the active list. Betty Bryan reported that
202 families were on the membership list.
New by-laws were adopted by the Board following extensive
work by a committee headed by Betty Bryan, including over 30
meetings. The scal year of The Friends was changed to a
calendar year by this adoption, but the tax lings were never
changed so for state and Federal government purposes, a scal
year ending on April 30 was still in effect.
Cary George made a presentation on the state of the Garden,
especially his plantings around the new front gate to cover the
construction effects.

Cover of "First Sunday" containing
Martha Hellander's article on Eloise
Butler.

Eloise Butler biographer Martha Hellander attended the meeting
and read several excerpts from her book, The Wild Gardener,
which was to be published in June 1992 by North Star Press. The Friends had contributed substantially
to her expenses in producing the book.
On April 7, 1991 the Minneapolis Sunday Tribune published in the "First Sunday" magazine a long article
written by Martha Hellander about Eloise Butler and the Wild ower Garden. The Showy Lady'sslipper and an image of a young Eloise graced the cover. Nineteen species of warblers were observed in
the Garden during the spring. Spring weather was a bit warmer than average with plenty of rain.

Summer 1991
In The Fringed Gentian™, Friends President Ann Kessen wrote:
For thirteen years I’ve been taking walks in the Garden, looking at the owers and trees,
listening to the birds. In thirteen years I, and my sons,
have passed through many stages of life. Through them
all the Garden has remained a place for quiet thought, a
place in which it’s possible to re ect and contemplate.
The Garden will see me walking its’ paths again this
autumn.
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Cary George reported planting 12 Large Twayblades, Liparis
liliifolia, that he salvaged from an area just off Highway 12.
Friends volunteer Judy Jones donated a large clump of Yellow
Lady’s-slipper, (Cypripedium parvi orum var. pubescens), from
her mother’s home. This helped to replace those that had died
out this past spring. Cary planted some near the front gate and
Friends volunteer Judy Jones. Friends
some near the shelter. The Park Board Forestry Dept. decided
photo
that it would continue its policy of not removing dead trees
from Wirth Park unless they were diseased elms or were blocking walking paths. Ecology is enhanced
by leaving them to still provide useful functions in the landscape.

Visitors signing the guest book in the Martha Crone Shelter this season included 411 from out of town representing 32 states and 15 foreign countries.
A garden naturalist wrote in the newsletter about goldenrod, commenting that goldenrod pollen is not
the cause of hay fever and that the Soldier Beetles (family
Cantharidae) frequently found on Goldenrod are good insects to
have around. Summer weather was fairly average for temperature
and rainfall.

Autumn 1991
The fall issue of The Fringed Gentian™ started off with some notes on
"Who Was Eloise Butler" - which topic led in to the publication of
Martha Hellander’s book on Eloise Butler - The Wild Gardener.
Cary George listed the common mammals he has observed in the
Garden: Deer Mouse, House Mouse, Short-tailed Shrew, Eastern
Mole, Meadow Vole, Eastern Chipmunk, Gray
Squirrel; Red Squirrel, Eastern Cottontail,
Woodchuck, Raccoon, and Red Fox. He and
some naturalists also saw once a River Otter
making its way across the patio in front of the
shelter and other people have reported a
badger and a Canadian lynx in Wirth Park.

MPRB Volunteer of the Year
Ann Hall (shown here in 2000).
Friends photo

The rst heavy frost came on Sept. 20th. Then came the great snowstorm of 31
Oct. and 1 Nov. when 27 inches accumulated and this was followed by an
unseasonal cold with temps retreating to -38 degrees F. November would be the
snowiest calendar month in weather history with 46.9 inches of snow.
Friends’ volunteer Ann Hall was awarded "Outstanding Volunteer for 1991" by
the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board. Friend’s volunteers provided 1,073
staf ng hours during 1991. On October 4, Leonard Odell passed away. He was
Leonard Odell.
Family photo.
the son of Friends founder Clinton Odell and he served on the Friends board
from 1960 to 1974. He was re-elected to the Board on April 8, 1974 but following
the election he resigned in favor of his sister Moana, who was elected Friends President the following
year in 1975.

fi

fi

fi

Notes:
(1) The Fringed Gentian™ Vol. 39 No.1 May 1991
(2) Annual Meeting minutes for 5/18/1991.
Photo top of rst page: The new 1991 front gate to the Garden, shown in the fall of 1992 after the arbor
was installed but before the inscription was added. Photo ©G D Bebeau
References:
Minutes of the Board of Directors and other documents of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc.
Historical Climatology of Minneapolis-St. Paul Area by Charles Fisk.
©2019 Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc. Photos are as credited and are used with permission for
educational purposes, for which the Friends thank them and the organization providing the photos.
Text and research by Gary Bebeau

RESTATED ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION
of,'
TRIENDS OF THE WILD TLOWER GARDEN, INCORPORATEI)
Amended and Restated February 23, 199L

In order to operate as a corporate entity under Minnesota Statutes 3174 the Articles of
Incorporation of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc., incorporated on June 9,
1952 as a non-profit corporation, are hereby amended and restated in their entirety by
striking all the provisions as now set forth in the Articles of Incorporation and substituting
the following restated Articles of Incorporation:

I

ARIICLE

NAME A}[D REGISTERED OITICE
The name of this corporation shall be FRIENDS OF THE WILD FLOWER GARDEN,
INC. located at 1 Wirth Parkway, Minneapolis, MN 55405, mailing address is P. O. Box
11592, Minneapolis,

MN

55412.

ARTICLE

II

PURPOSE

This corporation is organized for the purposes of educating the public by enhancing
appreciation for and understanding of Minnesota's native plants and their natural
environments, of safeguarding the integdty of the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden and
Bird Sanctuary, and of aiding in its support \vith both financial and volunteer assistance.

To this end, the corporation shall at all times be operated exclusively for

educational
purposes within the meaning of Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986,

as now enacted or hereafter amended, including, for such purposes, the making of
distributions to organizations that quafiry as exempt organizations under Section 501(c)(3)
of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, as now enacted or hereafter amended. All funds'
whether income or principal, and whether acquired by gift or contribution or otherwise,
shall be devoted to said purposes.
ARTICLE

III

POWERS

The corporation shall have all of the powers afforded it by the provisions of the Minnesota
Nonprofit Corporation Act of 1989 and all acts amendatory and supplementary thereof.
For furthering its purposes it may receive, own, administer and dispose of in any way
whatsoever funds and properties of all kinds including, but not limited to, the shares,
bonds, securities and other evidences of indebtedness of any domestic or foreign
corporation or person, whether acquired by this corporation by gift, bequest, legary,
purchase or otherwise, and for such purposes this corporation shall have power to borrow
money and to secure the same by mortgage or other hypothecation of its assets, and the
power to acquire assets subject to and charged with the payment of obligations.

ARTICLE IV
I.R.S. DGMPTION REQUIREMENTS

At all

times shall the following operate as conditions restricting the operations and
activities of the corporation:

1.

No part of the net earnings of the corporation shall inure to any member of the
corporation not quafirying as exempt under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal
Revenue Code of 1986, as now enacted or hereafter amended, nor to any director
or officer of the corporation, nor to any other private Persons, excepting solely such
reasonable compensation that the corporation shall pay for services actually
rendered to the corporation, or allowed by the corporation as a reasonable
allowance for authorized expenditures incurred on behalf of the corporation;
No substantial part of the activities of the corporation shall constitute the carrying
on of propaganda or otherwise attempting to influence legislation, or any initiative
or referendum before the public, and the corporation sha1l not participate in, or
intervene in (including by publication or distribution of statements), any political
campaign on behalf of, or in opposition to, any candidate for public office;
Notwithstanding any other provision of these articles, the corporation shall not carry
on any other activities not permitted to be carried on by a corporation exemPt from
federal income tax under Section 501(c)(3) of the lnternal Revenue Code of 1986,
as now enacted or hereafter amended.

ARTICLE V
MEMBERSHIP/DIRECTORS
The corporation shall have one class of members, as provided in the corporation's bylaws.
The management of the affairs of the corporation shall be vested in a Board of Directors,
as defined in the corporation's bylaws. No director shall have any right, title, or interest
in or to any property of the corporation.

ARTICLE VI
NO PERSONAL LIABILITY
No member, director or officer of this corporation shall be personally liable for the debts
or obligations of this corporation of any nature whatsoever, nor shall any of the Property
of the members, officers, or directors be subject to the payment of the debts or obligations
of this corporation.

2 . Articles of Incorporation

ARTICLE VII
AMENDMENTS
These articles may be amended by a majority vote of the members voting at a meeting
of the corporation, provided that the proposed amendment shall have been included in
the notice of the meeting and that at least ten (10) voting members are in attendance at
the meeting.

ARIICLE VITI
DISSOLUTTON

In the event of dissolution of the corporation, the Board of Directors shall, after palng
or making provisions for the payment of all debts, obligations, liabilities, costs and
expenses of the corporation, dispose of all of the assets of the corporation in such manner
as the Board of Directors shall determine and in accordance with the laws of the State
of Minnesota. ln no case shall a disposition be made which would not quali! as a

charitable contribution under Section 170(c)(1) or (2) of the Internal Revenue Code of
1986, as now enacted or hereafter amended.

ARTICLE IX
ATIESTATION

In

witness whereof, the undersigned officer certifies that she has been authorized to
execute these Amended and Restated Articles and further certifies that these Amended
and Restated Articles correctly set forth all prior amendments to the corporation's Articles,
subject to the penalties of perjury as set forth in Minnesota Statutes Section 609.48 as if
she had signed these articles under oath.

Z_)Z*.-

_

Ann Kessen, Prrsident
Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc.
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Articles of Incorporation - 3

BYI-AWS

FRENDS OF TEE WILD FLOWER GARDEN, INC.

.
Section

1.

ARTICLE I
Definition of Terms

The following terms will be used thoughout and will have the definitions
given below:

Wildflower Garden - Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden and Bird Sanctuary
located in Theodore Wirth Park, City of Minneapolis, Minnesota, and
administered by the Board of Park Commissioners
Shelter - Martha Crone Shelter, located within the Wildflower Garden
Friends - Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc.

Minneapolis Par}s - Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board
Annual Meeting - Annual meeting of the membership of the Friends
Annual Board Meeting - Annual meeting of the Board of the Friends
Board - Board of Directors of the Friends
Officers - Officers of the Friends

ARTICLE

II

Purposes

Section

1..

Section 2.

The Wildflower Garden is a 13.8 acre garden and sanctuary for native flora
and fauna, owned by the people, and maintained by Minneapolis Pari<s.

The Friends was incorporated in 1952 as a non-profit organization. Its
purposes are to educate by enhancing visitors' appreciation and
understanding of Minnesota's native plants and their natural environments,
to safeguard the integrity of the Wildflower Garden, and to aid in support
of the Wildflower Garden with both financial and inkind assistance.

ARTICLE TII
Organization and Governance
1.

The Friends is a membership organization whose members have fulI voting
rights as described in Article fV of these bylaws. The governing bodies of
the Friends shall be the Board, as described in Article V and the Officers
as described in Article VI.

Section 2.

Participation in the Friends is on a volunteer basis. Under no circumstances
shall any of the above, or any member of the Friends, receive remuneration
of any sort whatsoever for their time, service, or talent spent in conducting
the business of the Friends.

Sectign 3.

The Friends, a non-profit organization incorporated under State of Minnesota
Statutes 3174, was formed for the purpose described in Article II of these
bylaws. Gifts and donations to the Friends are tax deductible under Section
501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986.

Section 4.

The fiscal year of the Friends shall begin January 1 of each calendar year
and shall end on December 3L of that calendar year.

Section

ARTICLE W
Membership
Section

1.

Membership to the Friends shall be open to:
A Individuals and families

B.
Section 2.

Organizations such as garden clubs, libraries, educational institutions,
businesses, environmental and other agencies.

Membership Dues
A Annual membership dues shall become due and payable on the first
day of the anniversary month in which the member joined' and shall
be at such rates and categories as will be established from time to
time by the Board and published in The Fringed Gentian. the Friends'
newsletter.

Section 3.

Membership Privileges
A Individual and family members [1 or 2 adults] - may vote at Annual
and Special Meetings, may serve on committees, may serve on the
Board, and may hold office.

B.
2 - Bylaws

Organizational members - shall designate a representative who may
vote at Annual and Special Meetings and serve on committees.

C.

lndividual and family members and desigrated representatives shall
each have one vote.

ARTICLE IVA
Membership Meetings
Section

1.

Annual Meeting
A" The Annual Meeting shall be held yearly on a Saturday in the month
of May, at the Shelter, or at such other place as may have been fixed
by resolution of the Board and advertised in the notice of the meeting.
The date shall be set at the discretion of the Board.

B.

Notice of the Annual Meeting shall be advertised in Ibe-Iriaged
Gentian, or by other written notice at least ten (10) days prior to the
date of the Annual Meeting.

C.

The business of the Annual Meeting shall include but not be limited
to:
(1) Election of directors or their successors.
(2) A report on the activities and financial condition of the

(3)
Section 2.

Friends.

Consideration of and action upon other matters
consistent with the notice of the meeting.

Special Meeting
A Special Meeting shall be called by the President, a majority of the
Board, or by LlVo of the members.

A.

B.

A Special Meeting shall be held at such time and place and upon such
notice as may be determined by resolution of the Board, provided
such notice be given at least five (5) days before the date of the
meeting, and the purpose of the meeting be stated.

Section 3.

Members may submit proposals and participate in discussions. Guests may
address the members at the discretion of the presiding officer.

Section 4.

A quorum at such a meeting

Section 5.

When a quorum is reached a simple majority of members present shall be
required to take action on any question properly brought before such

shall consist of at least ten (10) members.

meeting.
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Section

6.

The presiding officer shall determine the manner of voting, whether by voice
or ballot, except that a request by one or more members for a secret ballot
shall be granted.

Section

7.

Proxy voting is not allowed.

ARTICLE IYB
Cessation of Membership

Section 1.. Membership ceases upon:
A Non-payment of dues after a period of sixty (60) days after the first
day of the anniversary month.

B.

Receipt

by the President, the Secretary or the Membenhip

Committee Chair of a letter of resignation.

ARTICLE V
Board of Directors
Section

1.

The Board of Directors:
A" The Board shall be elected by the members at the Annual Meeting
and shall consist of no fewer than five (5) directors, elected according
to the procedures in Article VIII, Section 1.

B.

The term of office shall be of one year's duration and shall commence
at the time of election at the Annual Meeting,

C.

There shall be no limit to the number of consecutive one year terms
a director may serve.

D.

In the event that a director resigns or for any reason cannot fill the
entire term, a majority of the remaining directors shall elect an eligible
candidate to fill the remaining term of office.

E.

A

director may be removed for failure to fulfill the obligations
outlined in Article V, Section 4 by a majority of the remaining

directors.

Section

2.
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Ex-Officio Directors
A" The Gardener of the Wildflower Garden shall serve as an ex-officio
director with full privileges.

Section 3.

Meetings of the Board
A" Meetings shall be held seasonally, at least four (4) times a year with
date, time and location determined at the previous meeting by the
directors present. Notice shall be given in the minutes ofthe previous
meeting.
B.

The Annual Board Meeting shall be held immediately following the
Annual Meeting to elect ofEcers and to transact other business that
may properly come before the Board. Notice of the Annual Board
Meeting shall be announced at a previous board meeting and included
in the minutes of that meeting.

c.

Special Meetings shall be called by the President or any two or more
directors. Notice stating the purpose of the meeting shall be mailed
or delivered in person at least two (2) days before the meeting,

D.

A quorum shall consist of a simple majority or one half

(t/z) of the

directors.

Section 4.

E.

When a quorum is reached, a simple majority shall be required to
take action on any question properly brought before such meeting.

F.

In case a quonrm not be reached, those present may adjourn to such
day as they shall agree upon and notice thereof shall be given to each
director at least one (1) day before such agreed upon meeting.

G.

Voting may take place by proper action without a meeting.

H,

Each director shall have one vote.

Duties of the Directors
The directors shall have general management, control, direction and
possession of and control over all of the business and affairs of the
Friends, its properties, and is funds; and shall have all of the powers
necessary essential or incidental to the carrying out of the purposes
for which the corporation was created.

A-

B.

A director shall act in good faith, in a manner the director reasonably
believes to be in the best interests of the Friends, and with care an
ordinarily prudent person in a like position would exercise under
similar circumstances.

C.

A director shall disclose to the board a conllict of interest should it
anse.

Bylaws
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ARTICLE VI
Ofllcers
Section

1.

The officers of the Board shall be President, Vice President, Secretary and
Treasurer, and such other officers as the Board shall from time to time elect.

Section 2.

The term of office begins with election at the Annual Board Meeting.

Section 3,

There shall be no limit to the number of consecutive terms an officer may
sewe.

Section 4.

Vacancies during the year shall be filled by a director, elected by a simple
majority of tlte Board to fill the unexpired term of office. Voting may take

place at

a quarterly or

special meeting

or by proper action without

a

meeting.

Section 5.

An officer may be removed by a resolution adopted by the Board.
ARTICLE YIA
Duties of Officers

Section

1.

An officer shall act in good faith, in a manner the officer reasonably believes
to be in the best interests of the Friends, and with the care an ordinarily
prudent person in a like position would exercise under similar circumstances.

Section 2.

The President shall be the chief officer of the corporation and as such shall:
A When present, preside at meetings of the Board, the officers and the
membership.
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B.

Sign and execute in the corporation's name and on its behalf and as
its President all written instruments necessary, essential or incidental
to the carrying out of the purposes for which the corporation is
created, and which shall have been fint duly authorized by the Board.

C.

Perform all acts incidental to the office of President and such other
duties as may from time to time be assigned by the Board.

D.

Coordinate the actMties of the officers and make such changes or
additions to the activities as is deemed necessary.

E.

Appoint Chairs of the standing committees as outlined in Article VII,
Section d and other committees as shall be from time to time be
deemed necessary.

Section 3.

The Vice President shall:
A Serve as assistant and consultant to the President.
B.

Assume the powers and duties of the President during the President's
absence or disability.

c.

Perform such duties as may be assigned by the Board

or

the

President.

Section 4.

The Secretary shall:
A Prepare and keep proper books in which are recorded current
proceedings of the meetings of the Board, the officers and the
membership.

Section 5.

B.

Be custodian of the books containing the historic records of
proceedings of the meetings of the Board, the officers and the

.
C.

membership.

D.

Send notices in accordance with the provisions of these bylaws or as
requested by the President.

E.

Sign with the President

F.

Perform other duties as may from time to time be assigned by the
Board or the President.

Disseminate to directors copies of the proceedings of each meeting
of the Board, officers and the membership.

written
to
the
carrying
out
of the
instruments necessary, essential or incidental
purposes and which shall have been first duly authorized by the
Board.

Assistant Secretary
A. The Board may elect an Assistant Secretary who shall:
1. At the request of the Secretary, or in the Secretary's absence
or disability, perform the duties of Secretary and when so
acting shall have all of the powers of and be subject to all of
the restrictions upon the Secretary.

2,
Section 6.

or with the Vice President all

Perform other duties as from time to time may be assigned by
the Board or the President.

The Treasurer shall:
A Post a bond for the faithful discharge of the Treasurer's duties in such
sum and with such surety or sureties as the Board shall require.
Bylaws - 7

B.

Be the

custodian

of all moneys, funds, securities,
simil pl6psrtis5.

evidence of

indebtedness, and other

C.

Keep or cause to be kept at all times accurate curent financial
records.

Section

7.

D.

Keep or cause to be kept full and complete historic accounts of the
financial transactions.

E.

Endorse and deposit, or qruse to be deposite4 all money, drafts or
checks in the name of and to the credit of the Friends, in such banks
and depositories as the Board shall designate from time to time.

F.

Disburse the funds as ordered by the Board, taking proper vouchers
therefor.

G.

Prepare and present at quarterly meetings a written quarterly financial
report, and at the Annual Meeting a written annual financial report,
and such other reports as required by the President.

H.

Cause statements of annual dues to be mailed to all members as soon
as such dues become payable.

I.

File required state and federal forms and reports.

J.

Perform other duties as from time to time may be assigned by the
Board or the President.

Assistant Treasurer
A. The Board may elect an Assistant Treasurer who shall:
L. At the request of the Treasurer, or in the Treasurer's absence
or disability, perform the duties of the Treasurer and when so
acting shall have the powers of and be subject to the
restrictions upon the Treasurer.

2.
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Perform other duties as from time to time may be assigned by
the Board or the President.

ARTICLE VII
Standing Committees
Section

1.

The Standing Committees shall be Membership, Newsletter, Volunteer,
Memorials/flonors and Historical.

Section

2.

The Chair of a committee shall be appointed by the President from among
the directors for a one year tenn.

Section

3,

Committee members may be members of the Board, individual or family
members, or be drawn from the community at large.

ARTICLE VIIA
Duties of the Chairs of Standing Committees
Section

1.

Membership Committee
A. Keep an updated written roster of members of the Friends and mail
renewal notices to members when their annual membership becomes
due.

Section

Section

2.

3.

B.

Recruit new members by communicating regularly with Newsletter and
Volunteer Committees.

C.

Prepare and publish a biennial membership roster in the spring and
mail copies to the membership.

Newsletter Committee
Prepare, publish and mail at least four (4) issues
Fringed Gentian to members and supporters.

A.

a year of The

B.

Maintain an adequate balance of account with the U. S. Postal office,
and keep abreast of changes in postal regtrlations.

C.

Maintain a file of past issues of &-Efhg5!-GeAUAn.

Volunteer Committee
A. Search for, screen, train and schedule volunteers, who need not be
members, to staff the shelter from the opening date in the spring to
the closing date in the fall.

B.

Plan and carry out appropriate recognition of the work of the
volunteers.
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Section 4.

Section 5.

Memorials/Flonors Committee
A Acknowledge gifts donated in remembrance of a deceased person or
in honor of a living person.

B.

Cause the name of the person so remembered to be placed on a
plaque in the Shelter.

C.

Recommend appropriate tributes to enhance the Garden.

Historical Committee
Organize, maintain and store the collection of historical material, with
due regard for proper preservation of the different media.

A"
B.

Gather, organize and properly store current memorabilia pertaining
to the Garden and the Friends including but not limited to newspaper
and magazine articles, photographs, slides, books and pamphlets.

C.

Maintain a file of past issues of The Frinqed Gentian.

ARTICLE YTII
Election Procedures
Section

1.

Election of Directors
A. A notice shall be published in the winter issue of The Fringed Gentian
inviting the membership to submit nominations to the Chair by March
15. Such nominated persons shall have agreed to stand for election
and shall be, or be willing to become at the time of nomination, a
member.
B.

In January the Chair of Nominations will correspond with all Board
members asking if they will stand for re-election, and asking for
nominations to be submitted to the Chair no later than March 15.
Such newly nominated persons shall have agreed to stand for election
and shall be, or be willing to become at the time of nomination, a
member.

c.

L0
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The Chair shall present a list of candidates at the spring quarterly
Board meeting where the slate will be approved by the Board.

D. At the Annual Meeting the President

shall present the slate and
introduce each candidate. The President shall call for a vote on the
slate, provided a quorum is present. A simple majority of members
present shall be required to take action. Election may take place by
voice vote acclamation. Voting shall be by secret ballot if requested
by one or more members present, and the President shall appoint t'wo
(2) members to count the votes.

Section 2.

Election of Officers
A Bv Aoril 1 the .6e
Chair of Nominations shall submit to the President a
slate consistingroile or more candidates for each office duly authorized
by the Board. Candidates shall have agreed to stand for office, shall
hold a current membership in the Friends and shall be on the slate
for Board election.

B.

The President shall present the slate at the spring quarterly Board
meeting. The Board may offer additional candidates.

C. At the Annual Board Meeting a vote shall be taken provided

a

quorum is present. A simple majority shall be required to take action.
Election may take place by voice vote acclamation. Voting shall be
by secret ballot requested by one or more directors and the
President shall appoint two (2) directors to count the votes.

if

D.

In the event a quonrm is not

present, the procedure

in Article V

Section 3.F shall be followed.

ARTICLE IX
Amendments

Section

1

Section 2.

The power to adopt, amend or repeal the bylaws is vested in the Board,
subject to the limitations provided in Minnesota Statutes 317A.181.

A proposed amendment to the bylaws, having been sent to all directors for
consideration, shall subsequently be presented to the Board for approval or
rejection.

Section 3.

The power to amend the Articles of Incorporation is vested in the members
subject to the provisions in Minnesota Statutes 377 A.133 and 317 4.739.

Section 4.

shall be submitted in
content
and consistenry.
it
for
clarity,
which
shall
review
writing to the Board

A proposed amendment of a provision of the Articles
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Section

5.

Section

6. An adopted

Upon adoption by majority vote of the Board, a proposed amendment shall
be submitted to the members for adoption.
amendment to the Articles of Incorporation shall become
effective when filed with the Secretary of State under Minnesota Statute
3174.151.

These updated and revised bylaws of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc. were
adopted by the Board of Directors on April 3, L991, and were adopted by the members
at the Annual Meeting on May 18, 1991 in the Eloise Bufler Wildflower Garden, City of
Minneapolis, MN.

Ann Kessen, President
Friends of the Wild flower Garden, Inc
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Date

The Friends of the Wild Flower Garden
Catherine Faragher
In the Friends Annual Secretary’s Report for 1967 Martha Crone wrote “We look forward to some day
having an administration building housing an office, Museum and Herbarium of specimens.” The
following May 18th, Catherine (Cay) Farager joined the Friends Board of Directors and was elected
President, succeeding Ken Avery who was president in 1966-1968. These two things are related.
Martha Crone's statement indicates the Friends were already discussing a new
office and shelter building for the Garden and the Friends would have to be the
ones pushing the idea to the Park Board. Since Ken Avery was also the Garden
Curator and Gardener he may have felt he should not be the one speaking for
the Friends. Cay Faragher undoubtedly knew what she was about to help
manage.
The events that follow in building the Martha E. Crone Shelter are all described
in detail in the annual histories and in summary form in the article on the
Shelter History, so those should be referenced for the details.
Catherine served as president until May 1971 at which time she became an
honorary and ex-officio director until 1975 at when she rejoined the Board.
More Garden improvements were being planned and those members who had
dealt with the Park Board during the Shelter planning and construction were no longer on the Board.
She hosted the first Friends Board meeting of January 20, 1975 at her home at 3401 East Calhoun Blvd.
Park Board Coordinator of Environmental Education Gordon Morrison and Park Board Landscape
Architect Gary Criter were in attendance. The meeting was to discuss the latest plans for new steps to
the Garden, new railing, a new gate and entrance sign. Cay Faragher was on the 1976 Bi-centennial
Commission and suggested that the Friends part of this new upgrade to the Garden be considered the
Friends contribution to the bi-centennial year. That was approved. The remaining details are in the 1975
history.
Catherine then dropped off the board in 1976 but made all the arrangements for the Friends 25th
anniversary meeting in May of 1977. Then she returned to the board for one more year of service in
1979. Her last appearance was at the Friends 30th anniversary annual meeting when she and other past
presidents spoke of their remembrances.
Former Friends President Robert Dassett, concluded his recollections about being on the Friends Board
by adding "and finally the rather feverish, hectic, but rewarding activity of the past several years when,
under the leadership of the human dynamo, Cay Faragher, the new Martha Crone Shelter was planned,
built and opened.”
She apparently served good lunches also at the many board meetings held at her home. Dassett, who
recorded the minutes of the Nov. 6th, 1969 meeting ended the text with this: "The Board members
present then did do justice to a lunch modestly described by our president and hostess, Cay Faragher,
as just a bite, but which indeed did prove more than ample to stay the beast within us."

Cay had a direct and personable way of writing to the Friends membership. In the Spring of 1969 she
wrote "We are hoping that you members who treasure this unique little oasis within our fast expanding
city will dig into your pockets. We have paid for the plans. We have $4, 000." This was quite a gamble
as $25,000 was needed. "We can do this, do it right now and do it the way we want to, if we all get in
there and pitch. There are only 200 of us; some will be unable to contribute, but those of you who can
will be richly rewarded with the knowledge that you have helped to safeguard and keep for future
generations the Eloise Butler Wild Flower and Bird Sanctuary." (1)
In October she added "A trip to the Garden will make you feel proud and happy that you had a part in
this great project. I want you all to know that we never could have gone ahead, as we have, without
your hard working, enthusiastic, single-minded officers. Mr. Tusler, Building Chm., Mr. Witt, Building
Fund, Mr. Thorn & Mr. Dassett. Mrs. Crone who has been kept spinning with so many new
memberships to process and two large memorials funds to acknowledge.”(2)
In April of 1970 "We have
accomplished what seemed
impossible. Your Directors
hope that you will be as
pleased as we are with the
"Shelter" as you are the ones
who have done this through
your enthusiastic
contributions. We are
leaving a few of the exciting
finish up "frostings on the
cake" until the bills are all in
and paid. Our heartfelt
thanks to our Honorary
Board for their wise council
and to all of you who have
been a great help to me
personally, and to others of
your Directors. God bless
you all. Cay Faragher." (3)
In her private life she was
married to Reginald
Faragher who was
publisher of the
Minneapolis Athletic Club
Gopher Magazine for 35
years. For 22 years until
Above: At the 29th annual art salon sponsored by the Woman's Club in April 1959,
1962 the Faraghers had a
Cay is pictured with sculptor Peter Lapori at left. Tribune photo.
61 acre hobby farm on the
Rum River near Anoka
where they spent summers and raised Shetland Ponies. They had no children.
Cay was active in many organizations such as the Minnesota United Nations association and especially
the Minneapolis Woman's Club where several times she chaired the annual Art Salon.

Reginald passed away on August 19, 1987 and Cay on May 2, 1991. The Friends noted her death in The
Fringed Gentian™ of July 1991 and at the annual meeting on May 18th that year. A number of people
sent in memorials for her.
Reference: Minutes of The Board of Directors and other documents of the Friends of the Wild Flower
Garden, Inc. Text by G D Bebeau.
Note 1: The Fringed Gentian™ Vol. 17 No 2 April 1969
Note 2: The Fringed Gentian™ Vol. 17 No. 4 October 1969
Note 3: The Fringed Gentian™ Vol. 18 No. 2 April 1970

