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and The Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc. 

Winter 1992/1993
This is the seventh year with Gardener Cary George in charge of 
the Garden.

During the winter he placed six Wood Duck Houses of a new 
design in Roberts Bird Sanctuary and eight along Bassett Creek in 
Wirth Park. The new design allows the bottom to be removed for 
cleaning and left off over winter so squirrels don’t move in, and 
then replaced in spring before the ducks arrive.

There was no sign of deer activity in the Garden during the 
winter, although last summer a young doe had spent the summer 
in the Garden. Wirth Park meanwhile was inundated with deer.

In 1992 The Friends formed a safety committee due to the high 
incidence of car break-ins at the Garden parking lot - 38 in 1992. 
The committee met with Parks Police Captain Bill Jacobs on Feb. 
25th to request increased patrols.

Spring 1993 

Martha Hellander’s biography of Eloise Butler, The Wild Gardener was nominated for a Minnesota Book 
Award - and won. On Mother’s Day, May 9th, Martha was in the Garden from Noon to 4 PM for a book 
signing.

Cary George reported that the spring bloom was a little later than normal again this year thanks to the 
cool spring weather. But the snow had melted and the Garden had opened on time. He noted that the 
Park Board in June, planted Walking Fern (photo on following pages) in the Garden, a fern which both 
Eloise Butler and Martha Crone planted a number of times, but without long-term success. Eloise wrote 
a humorous essay about acquiring the first specimens in 1908. You can find it on the Friends website. 
The work on the back gate area, started in 1992, was still continuing. The prairie area was burned and a 
barred owl was regularly seen on the west trail in the woodland.

Cary George at winter work in the 
Garden. Friends photo.



The Friends of the Wild Flower Garden held their annual meeting 
on Saturday May 15, at the Martha Crone Shelter in the Garden 
with 28 in attendance

Directors elected were: Ken Avery, Rick Bartholomew, Geri 
Benavides, Harriet Betzold, Betty Bryan, Sallie Cole, Mel Duoos, 
Connie Bartz-Lavoie, Gloria Miller, Shirley Schultz, Joyce Smeby, 
Kathryn Stennes, Kathleen Wolgamott. Cary George - ex-officio.

Elected to their offices at the Board of Directors meeting: Joyce 
Smeby, President; Harriet Betzold, Vice-President; Kathryn Stennes, 
Secretary; and Ann kessen, Treasurer.

For committee assignments: Betty Bryan was membership chair, 
Shirley Schultz was Volunteer coordinator, Sallie Cole was 
Memorials chair, Richard Bartholomew was Historian, and Kathy 
Stennes was newsletter editor. Beginning in the summer of 1992 
The Friends started selling Martha Hellander's book and placed 
order forms in the newsletter.  Mel Duoos handled the mailing of 
orders for a number of years, then when he died, his wife Barbara 
continued to do it until about 2004 when Gary Bebeau took over 
mailing.

35 volunteers were on the active list. 264 families on the 
membership list. Elaine Christenson had catalogued and sorted more than 2000 slides that Martha 
Crone had taken of the Garden and plants.

The flyer for the Friends Mother's Day 
book signing event.

Above: The 1993 Board of Directors.  Front row: Geri Benavides, Betty Bryan, Shirley 
Schultz, Joyce Smaby, Gloria Miller; middle: Mel Duoos; back row:  Cary George, Rick 
Bartholomew, Ken Avery, Connie Bartz-Lavoie, Kathleen Wolgamott, Harriet Betzold, 
Kathryn Stennes, Sallie Cole.  Not in photo: Ann Kessen. Friends Photo.



[NOTE: From 1948 to 1957 Martha Crone 
assembled a collection of Kodachrome slides that 
she took of plants and landscape of the 
Wildflower Garden. The assemblage eventually 
totaled over 4,000 slides. She used these slides to 
give illustrated lectures about the Garden to 
various clubs, groups and organizations. After her 
death in 1989 her daughter Janet, passed the 
collection to the Friends via Friends member 
Martha Hellander while she was researching her 
book about Eloise Butler. The Friends sorted the 
collection and then for a short time, used them at 
lectures about the Garden.]

A rare Lazuli Bunting (Passerina amoena) was 
sighted near the wetland Highbush Cranberries.

Summer 1993 

While concerns about Lyme Disease were becoming more 
and more evident, Cary George stated that in his seven 
years as Gardener he had never seen a woodtick, nor had 
Ken Avery in 30 years. The reason for the absence is 
unexplained.

Two clumps of the Yellow Lady’s-slipper Cypripedium 
parviflorum var. makasin, [the smaller flowered of the two 
Yellows] were donated by Friends Board member Mel 
Duoos and his mother Shirley. Cary planted one near the 
front gate and another near the Shelter.

The Friends purchased several granite boulders from 
Drake Marble for seating near the expanded pond area. 
Cost - $1,204. The funds partially came from 28 memorials 
for Caroline Saunders who had humanitarian interests 
world wide.

A number of species were planted during the season, 
with several of the unusual ones being Rose Trillium 
(Trillium catesbaei), Wax Trillium (Trillium erectum var. ablum) and Painted Trillium (Trillium undulatum). 
Trillum catesbaei had been extensively planted by Martha Crone as early as 1946. Eloise Butler had 
planted the others, T. erectum var. ablum in 1918 and T. undulatum in 1914 and later.
The rebuilding of the pond in the wetland as part of the back fence and gate project has resulted in the 
introduction of muskrats and their burrow system. Two litters of young were raised this year in the 
wetland - an unexpected consequence of improving the Garden habitat but Eloise Butler had the same 
experience in 1932 when the Mallard Pool was dug.

The Friends published and distributed a supplement to their 1992-94 membership roster. Summer 
visitors to the Garden came from 20 countries and 34 states. Some comments in the visitor book were : 

Walking Fern (Asplenium rhizophyllum) Photo by 
Martha Crone on May 31, 1950

The granite seat blocks installed at the end 
of the path to the Garden pool waterfall. 

Photo G D Bebeau.



“It’s nice to see something in a natural unspoiled state.” “20 
years in the Twin Cities - I wish I had known about the 
Garden sooner.” “The Garden reminds me of my childhood 
on the farm.”

Autumn 1993 

Through the efforts of Friends member and volunteer Elaine 
Christenson and Cary George, a proposal was approved by the Park 
Board on December 8th to add an acre to the Upland Garden, 
increasing the prairie area. The Friends would pay for the cost of the 
fencing needed to secure the area and had contracted with Able 
Fence to do so at a cost of $3,695.
Elaine wrote about the process, from conception to reality, in the 
Friends newsletter. [Full text follows].

During the summer Friends volunteer Linda Lee catalogued all the 
books and periodicals in the Crone Shelter, coming up with a list of 
over 300 volumes, some of which were damaged and 40 to 70 years 
old.  It had just been done in 1989 but that inventory may have been 
overlooked.

An interesting article in The Fringed Gentian™ (Vol. 41, No. 4) was about adopting the Chickadee as the 
state bird, replacing the Loon, then we would have a year-round bird.

The problem with car break-ins, continued during the year - 33 in 1993. In the summer the Friends had 
signage installed in the parking lot urging visitors to take their valuables with them.

At the end of 1993 the Friends had financial statement assets of $47,800. Revenue for the year was 
$7,100 with $5,100 from memberships. Expenses were $4,200.

The cover of the 1992-94 
Friends Membership Directory

Above: Showing a large part of the area added to the Garden. Photo G D Bebeau



Precipitation for the year use just above the median of 28 inches and snowfall for the upcoming winter 
of 1993/94 would be just above normal.

Photo top of page: The wetland pool area in the back of the Garden - path with granite seats installed 
in 1993. Photo from 2008 ©G D Bebeau

References:
Minutes of the Board of Directors and other documents of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc.

Historical Climatology of Minneapolis-St. Paul Area by Charles Fisk.

Photos by Martha Crone are from her collection of Kodachromes that was given to the Friends by her 
daughter Janet following Martha's death in 1989.

Note: All issues of the Friend’s Newsletter were numbered out of sequence this year.  The correct 
volume numbers are used in the text.

©2019 Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc.  Photos are as credited and are used with permission for 
educational purposes, for which the Friends thank them and the organization providing the photos. 
Text and research by Gary Bebeau 



Our Upland Garden: A Restored Prairie
by Elaine Christenson

On December 8, 1992, the Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board granted approval for a small part of 
Wirth Park that lay outside the boundary of Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden, to be added to the 
Garden's acreage. This increased the size of the Garden by about one acre. This is one Friends story of 
her involvement in this process.

One of my volunteer projects, with some help from Sallie Cole and Board 
Members of the Friends, was to sort through hundreds and hundreds of 
slides taken by Mrs. (Martha) Crone during her tenure as curator of the Eloise 
Butler Wildflower Garden. A slide taken in 1954 looking eastward from “lone 
oak hill” in the Upland Garden, was a view of a treeless rolling hill covered 
with only the fall grasses. Yet, by 1993 the view from the same hill had 
become obscured by overgrowth. The old Fruen Mill was completely 
occluded.

The view from the same hillside was one of sumac and small trees pressed 
against the fence line. I couldn’t get the beautiful prairie view Mrs. Crone had 
photographed so many years ago out of my mind. On my walks around the 
outer perimeter of the Garden I found remnants of the grassy meadow, its 
size becoming smaller each year as plant growth took it over.

I met with Gardener Cary George and his predecessor, Ken Avery. We 
discussed expanding the Garden boundary - the pros and cons, gradually 
acceptance and enthusiasm for the project won. Cost for the new fence line was considerably lessened 
by the re-use of the old fence separating the Upland and Woodland Gardens - a fence whose purpose 
was no longer needed and now had become an eyesore. 

Below: Showing a large part of the area added to the Garden. Around the oak tree at far left center are the three granite block 
seats presented by the Friends in 1995. The fence work was done by Able Fence Co, hired by the Friends for a net cost of 

$3,695.

The Friends of the Wild Flower Garden

Cary George and 
Elaine Christenson, 

1993. Photo - Friends 
of the Wild Flower 



In the fall of 1993 the work began to remove sumac and trees. The following spring showed some 
stumps peaking through the snow and the beginning of a new and different look. Summer healed most 
wounds, as if all plants joined hands and danced in the new openness. No scars showed.

There will be much work to be done to make the optimum use of the new prairie addition. New trails 
will be made and prairie plants will be added to the ones that lived only underground. Take a walk 
through the Garden again. Be grateful for this special spot of history, its blessing of peace, resurrection, 
beauty and joyful surprises. Take time to look at the new dimension of the Garden. I think Eloise would 
approve. Secretly I call the new area of the Garden the "Cary-Laine" expansion.

Below: These photos show where the new acreage abuts the old part of the Upland Garden. In the first photo, 
the old boundary and trail passed near the young Oak left of center and well in front of the other oak at right 
center (where one of the new granite block seats is visible) and then the trail went behind the Spruce trees on the 
left. In the 2nd photo you see on the right side of the photo the trail coming from the front gate and them making a 
turn near station 39 (leftward in the photo) where it proceeds into the new area toward the far left side of the 
photo.

Below: The Upland Garden photographed by Martha Crone on Oct. 24, 1955. Note the chain link fence 
that marked the Garden boundary prior to the 1944 upland addition is still in place. The fence was 
removed over time and there was enough remaining to be used in 1993 to fence in a one acre addition 
to the Upland Garden.

Notes:
Cary George was Gardener from 1987 through 
2003; Elaine was a regular volunteer at the 
Garden since 1985. She passed away on April 
1, 1995.
This article was originally published in The 
Fringed Gentian™ Winter 1994-95 vol. 42 No.4


