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Winter 1994/1995
This is the ninth year with Gardener Cary George in charge of the Garden.

In the winter issue of the Friends newsletter, The Fringed Gentian™, Elaine Christenson wrote about the 
1993 addition to the prairie garden. [Story follows 1993 text] A list of migrating birds that have been 
logged at the Garden was published.

Cary George reported that:

A river otter (Lutra canadensis) was again spotted this winter near the North Gate. I believe this is 
a favorite area of his because the stream-bed is spring fed and therefore open all winter. Usually, 
no one is with me when I have these sightings, so I realize this could take on the dimension of 
some sort of furtive "Bigfoot" of the Garden. Confirmation by someone else would be desirable - 
especially a photographer, but the sightings always occur after the Garden has been closed for 
the season.

At a Friends Board Meeting held on Jan. 26th at 
Golden Valley City Hall, Steve Pundt, new chair of 
the National Register Listing Project Committee, 
reported that proposal of designating the Garden as 
an historic site was now in the hands of a 
Minneapolis Heritage Preservation Commission. 
The Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board (the Park 
Board) felt the cost of pursuing the issue was too 
expensive and that it might result in loss of control 
of the Garden. However, the city agency stepped in 
before they had to make a decision on the proposal. 
The commission had hired research people to see it 
the Garden could be eligible. [copies of the Friends 
1994 committee documents follow the 1994 text]

Early in the year Able Fence got the bid for the new 
wrought iron fence extending to the left of the 

The new front wrought iron fence installed in early 
1995 to the left of the gate matches this section from 
1990. Photo at top of page shows the new footage 
extending from the left pillar. Photo G D Bebeau.



Garden front gate and work was to begin soon. When the front gate was completed in 1991/92, funds 
were not available for the fencing, other than that between the pillars and to the right side of the gate 
pillars. The Friends were recipients of a bequest of $5,000 from the estate of Lillian Jensen which would 
help in the cost of the front and back gate work.

A second Board Meeting was held on March 30th at Golden Valley City Hall. Jack and Shirley Schultz 
surprised the Board with the presentation of a $5,000 check in memory of Mrs. V. G. Peck, Shirley’s 
mother. Diane Reindl became the new editor of The Fringed Gentian™ beginning with the spring 1995 
issue. President Harriet Betzold reported that a 
group of historical materials had been given to the 
Minnesota History Center and that the remaining 
material was to be stored in the Shelter attic. By the 
time of the meeting, Able Fence was completing 
the front gate iron fencing within the week. Cost to 
the Friends was $6,675.

Sample bookplates had been designed by Friends 
member Dan Miller for all the books at the Crone 
Shelter, and the design chosen by the Board was 
then to be printed. Dan had a hand in the design of 
the 1992 commemorative stamp envelope also. The 
design for the back gate was revised. It was originally to have four columns to match the front gate but 
the bids were too high, so the Park Board approved a two column design. Bids were then let to LaMere 
Concrete and to Able Fence for the stone & iron work to do this year.

The Park Board was developing plans to implement the Americans with Disabilities Act at the Garden 
by widening certain paths to five feet, building a ramp to the pit toilets and a ramp and railings from 
the patio area up to the Crone Shelter. The Friends had not been consulted on this implementation and 
a handwritten objection was drafted and given to Parks Foreman of Horticulture Dan Hasty, who was 
present at the meeting, to present to the Parks Operations Manager. The objection was that the work 
would destroy the original intent of the wildness of the Garden.

Spring 1995 

The Garden opened April 1st with the Skunk Cabbage up and the Snow Trilliums emerging. There had 
been very little snow since the beginning of the year, most it melting after a few days.

In the spring issue of The Fringed Gentian™, Cary George noted the Elaine Christenson passed away on 
April 1st. She was a former Board Member and had worked with Cary on the addition of the extra acre 
to the prairie in 1993 as noted in the Winter section above.

The Friends hosted author Martha Hellander at the Garden on Mother’s Day, May 14. She was there to 
greet visitors, and sign copies of her book on Eloise Butler, The Wild Gardener. The Friends had partially 
funded her research in 1989-1991.

The Friends of the Wild Flower Garden held their annual meeting on Saturday May 20, at the Martha 
Crone Shelter in the Garden. Former Friends Board Member and President and Eloise Butler 
Wildflower Gardener Ken Avery was in attendance.

Shirley & Jack Schultz - see here on Nov. 6, 2004 
at the Friends' Volunteer Event. Friends photo.



Directors elected were: Steve Benson (new), Harriet Betzold, Elizabeth Carr , Mel Duoos, Marguerite 
Harbison, Jack Lynch, Gloria Miller, Steve & Sally Pundt, Kaye Rudberg (new), Shirley & Jack Schultz, 
Lola Wheeler, Kathleen Wolgamott.
Elected to their offices at the Board of Directors meeting: Harriet Betzold, President; Jack Lynch, Vice-
President; Elizabeth Carr, Secretary; and Jack (Chester) Schultz, Treasurer.

In Committees, Shirley Schultz continued as Volunteer 
coordinator, Kathleen Wolgamott and Lola Wheeler as 
membership co-chairs, non-board member Diane Reindl 
was the new Newsletter editor and Marguerite Harbison 
as memorials chair.

38 volunteers were on the active list. 218 persons on the 
membership list, a large drop from last year.

Cary George noted the work going on of removing sumac 
and other undesirables from the new prairie area. The Park 
Board  funded 3 granite slab benches for sitting which 
were placed under the lone oak in that part of the eastern 
prairie. Work was completed by Able Fence on the new 
wrought iron fencing left of the  new front gate with 
Friends funding of $6,675. The Friends were also providing 
funds for the reconstruction of the back gate and the 
Nordquist fountain. That cost was $11,289 to LaMere Concrete for the structure and the fountain and 
$1,606 to Able Fence for iron work. Additional fence funding would be needed in 1997. A memorial 
donation of $2,000 from the Nordquist family in 1994 paid for the fountain.

Summer 1995 

The new north gate at the back of the Garden was 
being worked on.

The new fountain on the center hill in the Upland 
Garden was in operation. Dr. Daniel Nordquist. 
was a researcher at the University of Minnesota 
and died at age 34 on Dec. 11, 1993. The fountain is 
of Lannon Stone, the same as the other two 
fountains in the Garden.

The Friends held a Board Meeting on July 20th at 
Golden Valley City Hall. Although there are no 
minutes available, the agenda indicates committee 
reports were given, additional copies of Martha 
Hellander’s book had been ordered and received 
from the printer, and there was discussion on a 
letter received from Mary Lerman of the Park 
Board (July 10, 1995) where she relayed a request 
from Commissioner Patricia Baker to meet with 
the Friends about the proposed safety and access issues at the Garden. These were the issues noted in 
the winter section above.

Above: Three granite slabs arranged for 
seating near the Red Oak along the new 

trail in the new addition to the Upland 
Prairie. Photo G D Bebeau

Fountain dedicated to Dr. Daniel Nordquist, situated 
at the top of the oak hill in the Upland Garden. This is 

the newest of the three fountains in the Garden. 
(photo courtesy of Harriet Betzold)



After the Garden had closed for the year, Cary George reported in The Fringed Gentian™ vol. 44-1, 
Spring 1996, that new plantings in the prairie area this year were:

• Stiff goldenrod (Solidago rigida)
• Heath aster (Symphyotrichum ericoides)
• Sky blue aster (Symphyotrichum oolentangiense)
• New England aster (Symphyotrichum novae-angliae)
• Yellow oxeye (Heliopsis helianthoides)
• Mountain mint (Pycthantheum virginianum)
• Purple prairie clover (Dalea purpurea)
• Upright coneflower (Ratibida columnifera)
• Grey-headed coneflower (Ratibida pinnata)
• Flowering spurge (Euphorbia corrollata)
• Pale purple coneflower (Echinacea pallida)
• Wild bergamot (Monarda fistulosa)
• Culver's root (Veronicastrum virginicum)
• Canada wild rye (Elymus canadensis)
• Switchgrass (Panicum virgatum)
• Indiangrass (Sorghastrum nutans)

Autumn 1995 

Twelve Friends Board members attended the meeting with Commissioner Baker on Sept. 14th. An 
understanding was reached that

1) no changes or alterations would be made to the Garden without input from the Friends, 
2) the Horticulture Section would not be acting independently with the Garden, and 
3) changes would go through the Planning Department as has been done in the past.

The Friends hosted a Volunteer Appreciation Get-together on Sept. 12 
at the Crone Shelter at the Garden. This was the 25th year that the 
Friends provided volunteer greeters at the Crone Shelter. 25 
volunteers attended.

At a Friends Board Meeting on Sept. 28th the membership co-chairs of 
Kathleen Wolgamott and Lola Wheeler stated they would not be 
continuing after the next annual meeting. The North Gate project was 
still being worked on. The Heritage Preservation Commission of 
Minneapolis decided not to pursue designating the Garden as 
historically significant because it was a teaching facility. 
[Documentation follows text]

Friends President Harriet Betzold wrote in the autumn newsletter:

The expertise and knowledge the Volunteers impart to the 
many garden visitors is much appreciated. Have you 
wondered where the visitors who enter the Shelter and are 
greeted with your friendly smile come from? The guest book 
tells the story. In July we had visitors from as far as South 
Africa and Honolulu, Hawaii as well as from Maryland, 
Pennsylvania, California, Georgia and Connecticut. In August 
visitors came from LaPaz, Bolivia and Finland; and in the U.S., 

Young visitors to the Martha 
Crone Shelter. The microscope 
on the table was made by Tim 

Nordquist in 1994. Friends 
photo.



Oregon, Texas, Montana, Virginia, Florida, Nevada, and Ohio were represented. September 
brought visitors from Venice, Italy and Poland and locally from Wisconsin, Nebraska, 
Washington, Michigan and North Dakota.

The comments ranged from "Great cake, I'll be back" to “Breathtaking," “WOW," "Just amazing,” 
“Wonderful," “Fabulous," "Enchanting Refuge,” “Beautiful," “Cool," "Very Peaceful,” and 
“Astonishing.” Two children from Golden Valley and their "Gramps" commented that "the Lady 
was very nice." referring to Catherine (Kaye) Rudberg who served the beautiful birthday cake. A 
local couple made the statement "Wowie-Zowie - Excellent Staff." If they were referring to the 
Naturalists with those words, they summed it up beautifully as some wonderful programming 
was offered by these dedicated young people during the 1995 season."

At the end of 1995 the Friends had financial statement assets of $61,300.

Weather: Precipitation for 1995 was a few inches below median. Very little snow had fallen in Jan-
March and later the winter of 1995/96 would produce just slightly more snow than the median of 43 
inches. Temperatures during the year were average.

Photo top of first page: The front gate of the Garden. Photo from October 2012 ©G D Bebeau

Below: The Garden back gate. Some of the surrounding stone wall work was completed in 1997 and 
about 70 feet of the wrought iron fencing around the gate was added then also. The remaining lengthy 

extension of fencing westward along the path was added in 2005. Photo 2008 G D Bebeau



References:
Minutes of The Board of Directors and other documents of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc.
Historical Climatology of Minneapolis-St. Paul Area by Charles Fisk.
Note: All issues of the Friend’s newsletter were numbered out of sequence this year.  The correct 
volume numbers are used in the text.

©2019 Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc.  Photos are as credited and  are used with permission 
for educational purposes, for which the Friends thank them and the organization providing the photos. 
Text and research by Gary Bebeau
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Room 210 Cily Hall
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September 6. I 995

Harriet Betzold, President
Friends of the Eloise Butler Wild Flower Carden
1455 Spring Valley Road
Golden Valley, MN 55422

Dear Ms. Betzold,

I have enclosed the docurnent which was cornpleted by tlre consultant hired by the City of
Minneapolis, Landscape Research. After much discussion with the consultant, the
Heritage Preservation Cornrnissioners decided that this landscape was a problematic
designation. While all agree that the Eloise Butler Wild Flower Garden is significant,
there is disagreement over what would be designatcd by the Heritage Preservation
Comrrission (HPC).

The HPC has conre to thc conclusion that the nrost significant purpose ofthe garden is its
use as a teaching facility. The garden has a long history ofchange; from the change ofthe
seasons to boundary and path changes. Because the garden is built on this notion of
change as a method ofteaching, the Comrnissioners felt that it would be difficult to
designate the garden and thereby stop the process lor change and growth. The HPC has a
long history olpreserving the past for the future, but this notion has concentrated on the
built environment. There is usually a period ofsignificance for a historic building and the
HPC designates the propcny and would like to see the property owner preserve the
building to this date ofsignificance. It would be difficult to decide on a period of
significance for the Eloise Butler Wild Flower Carden because it is a changing work which
has remained continuously significant.

As stafffor the HPC, I have personally met with the Park Board, the historic consultant
and the Comrnissioners. All panies are aware of the changes to the garden which would
rnake the area more accessible. After meeting with Mary Maguire Lerman in the Eloise
Butler Wild Flower Garden, I discussed the path widening and building ramps with the
Cornmission. The HPC believes that the Park Board is attempting to be sensitive to the
garden and, at the same time, allow for the purpose ofthe garden as a teaching facility to
be broadened to a larger group of people.
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I am sorry that I cannot attend the September 14, 1995 meeting, but if you have any
questions please call me at 673-2422. I have sent extra copies ofthe context study for
you to pass on to others.

Sincerely,

J.rt/ lYm,lfVlrrrT-
Amy Lucas
Preservation Planner



THE ELOISE BUTLER W]LDFLOWER GARDEN
PREUMINA.RY HISToRIC CoNTEXTS

AUGUST 1995

DESCRIPTION

The Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden and Bird Sanctuary today comprises 13.8
aoes in Wbth Park. It lies rougNy at the core of the bog hollow that Eloise
Butler (1851. - 1933) planted during the years 1907 - 1933, the period of the
garden's greatest significance. Martha Hellander has well-chronicled these
developments in her.book, Tfte WilC Gardmer: The Life and Selected Witings of
Elaise Butler (1992).'This book provides a fine biogaphy of Butler. For purposes
of determining the historical signiicance of this site it begins to suggest the

. wider contexts in which Butler's work may be understood, but does not develop
' the contexts to the degree that is needed for determination of eligibility for
designation as a Minneapolis Heriiage Preservation site. Further information on
the garden and Butler's role in its founding is contained in a guidebook, "Eloise
But1er Wildflower Garden and Bird Sanctuary," available at the garden shelter.
This guide is useful in understanding the history of the garden, especiaily after
Butler's involvement, and in analyzing the physical organization of the garden
from a botanical and ecological perspective.

Originally the garden rvas authorized by the Park Board to occupy only three
acres around the bog in the park, diren called Glenwood. This area is still the
center of the garden. Martha Hellander's hypothetical map of the garden depicts
areas to the northeast of the bog, induding Gentian Meadow, Lily Pond and
Mallard Pool (1932), which are nor* in Golden Valley and not part of the fenced
acreage of the garden. Hellander's hypotheticai path layout is similar to the one
used in the garden today. Important exceptions to this statement are the
outlying paths noted above, the prairie and upland wood paths to the east of the
bog hollow, and the extension of the bog walk to the south along what was
Lullaby Brook.

A tfuee-quarter bowl-shaped space resembling an open-ended glacial kettle, the
garden's wooded hillsides provide amphitheatrical settings for the displays of
woodland and wetland wild p1ants and communities. The upland prairie area is
a later addition to the garden and sanctuary. Stations organized in numerical
order with identifications and a related guidebook provide plant information to
visitors. A new (1969) rustic shelte. has been erected and dedicated to Martha
Crone, Butler's successor, on the siie of Butler's original office. Some artifacts of
the early curatorship of the garden remain here, including a warden's badge and
some books, notably Mabel Osgood Wright's book, ?/ra Garden, You and I, one of
Butler's favorites. Except in the upland prairie and in the center of the bog, trees
dominate the landscape. Most of these bees are descendants those planted bv
Butler or are trees planted by Kem.eih Avery in the wake of the destruction
wroughi by Dutch EIm disease in iire 1970s. Originally a spring-fed landscape at



its core, with the drying of the springs, the bog has become truly a human garden
today; it requires irrigation to sustain it

In order to determine precisely the 1evel of integrity present in the planted
structure of the garde& one would have to make correlations between Butler's
evolving design of the plantings and the cu-rrent situation. Some important
questions about integrity would be addressed in two ways:

1. A review of Butler's Annnls and any suwiving planting notes in the
Garden Logs to determine what her planting preferences were and how they
might compare with current plants-

2. A review of early photogzaphs of the garden to correlate the historic
presence of plants or'of teaching stations with current layout.

.HISTORIC CONTEXTS

Six contexts illustrate the garden's significance:

1. Memorialization of wilderness - the preseroation of the natfue landscape. There are
several aspects to the "loss and presewation cycle" as it was manifested in the
later nineteenth- and early twentieir century landscape and in the social,/cultural
milieu of the western world, and rr,ore particularly, the United States. At the
most basic level was the move to presewe rvild landscapes as parks, with special
focus on wild plants, scenery or geological rarities. The movements to "save" the
falls of Niagara, the Yellowstone, Yosemite and Hetch Hetchy Valleys, and, later,
Glacier National Park, l,ere part of ihis impetus. Naturalist and wilderness
advocate, ]ohn Muir used the metaphor of the "landscape garden" to argue for
the preservation of the Hetch Hetcny Valley. The simple loss of natural beautv
was mourned by Muir and other acivists involved in the preservation of wild
landscapes. This activity was seen in contsadistinction to the then-current
movements for development-orienied conservation as articulated by Gifford
Pinchot and the progressives (such as 14{ lvlcGee) surrounding President
Theodore Roosevelt. Muir and his group were aligned with the Sierra Club and
with activist botanists such as Charles Sprague Sargent, to whom he dedicated
the Atlantic Monthly essays gaihereC as the book, Our National Par,ts (c. L910).

The Native American also figured in this milieu as symbol of the citizen
concerned for the native landscape. Eloise Butler was a great admirer of Helen
Hunt Jackson, the novelist and crusader for Native American rights. In this vein
she is part of a largely urstructured late nineteenth-century group of romantic
ecologists from Thoreau to Muir and Burrougfu, poets (Emerso& Cooper, and
Longfellow, especially) and presen-ationists who associated Native Americans
with the value of wildness, fast disappearing in the wake of civilization.
Longfellow's poem, The Song of Hi.r,uatha, and the nationally-prominent effort to
preserye the falls of Minnehaha Creek represented white Americans mourning
the loss of the Native Indian American landscape. This preservation effort was
inextricably linked wiih &e values of the emerging Twin Cities. Individuals such

2



as Charles Loring, William Watts Fo1wel1, and "Professor" H. W. S. Cleveland of
Chicago were successful in fusing the values of the native landscape with other
positive values of life in the city. Butler's work can definitely be seen in the
context of this idea of citizenship although, as noted by Hellander, Butler and
Folwell did not agree at first about the need for the city to maintain a wild
garden. (In an early federal commihnent to this sentiment, Congress passed and
President Theodore Roosevelt signed the Antiquities Act of 1905. This act was
designed to protect the cliff dwellings of ihe West. It was the first legislation to
provide a role for cultural preservaiion in a natural resource context in the
National Parks.)

At its most extrerne, the preservation of the native landscape, especially in the
panic-infused period following Frederick Jackon Turner's declaration of the

' close of the frontier in 1893, inspired chauvinism and xenophobia. These moods
manifested themselves in the preservation of "native" landscapes for white
Caucasian Americans, and the reservation of less scenic or symbolically or
economically important lands for real Native Americans. This politically-
charged array of ideas seemed to be more ideologically complex than those
associated with Eloise Butler, and probably, quite alien to her thinking.

2. Wild gardens -arts and crafls, horticultural hobbyism,landscape design. Wild plant
collection by such brilliant publicisls as lVilliam Robinson (1838 -L935) changed
the whole basis of garden aesthetics. These aesthetic and practical ideas may
have had a role in turnjng Butler from a liJe of writing to include the actual
design of a garden as the focus of her work. Many horticulfurists who operated
as scientists were also avid gardeners. The lines between professional and
avocational activities were blurrred for these didactic arts and crafts era figures.

With the publication of Tfte Wild Gtrden (1870), Robinson tumed the tide of the
nineteenth century from exotica in carefr:Ily controlled bedding schemes to the
illusion of wild nature, also using exotics. Gerkude Jekyll (L843 - L932),
Robinson's best known prot6g6, further developed these ideas in her books,
especially Wood and Gardm (L899) aad Wttll and Water Gardms (1901). The
collaborative garden design work of ]ekvll and the architect, Edwin Lutyens,
irupired a style ihat has become inextricably identified with English gardening.
]ekyll and Lutyens had observed traditional cottage design in England, and wild
gardens and perennial borders using cottage garden plants in huge drifts and
masses became part of the Arts and Crafts styie, a neo-mediaevalist reaction to
mechanization and industrialization. The work of William Morris, and the
architects, Charles A. Voysey, C. R Ashbee, William Lethaby, and E. W. Godwin
paraUeled these concerns. This s$'le of rvork stimulated the domestic design
ideas (archiiecture and Iandscape ) of the so-called Garden Cities of Britain. It is
interesting to note the relationships among individuais in the sciences and
emerging social sciences who had an influence on Garden City ideas. Naturalist
Herbert Spencer, who inspired Danvin's theory of natural selectiory was also the
prime theorist of nationalization and an imporiant social scientific inspiration to



Ebenezer Howard, the arfihor of Garilm Cities of Tomonat (1902). Patrick
Geddes, the Scottish botanist and taxoromist (and publisher of Celtic poetry),
was also the author of (arguably) the first ecologically based town plaq the
Report to the Dunfermline Trusl, City Deuelopmmt: A Study of Parks, Gardets, and
Cultur elnstit u tes (1904).

American wild garders had their most important supporter in the circle of the
famou5 horticulturist and promoter of the improvement of suburban and country
life, Liberty Hyde Bailey. Baiiey/ then teaching at the Agricultural College in
Lansing, Michigan (later Michigan State) was one of the outside conbibutors to
lhe Flora of Middleser County. Bailev's early book, Garden-Making, demonstrated
the value of native and ordinary plants in garden settings. Bailey was a'lso a
promoter of the written work and designs of American landscape architects who

. -used this idiom, especially Warren H. Maruring and O. C. Simonds. ]ens Jensen
seems, however, not to have been one of Bailey's colleagues, and, therefore,
outside the east coast-based advocary groups.

Another possible influence came from continental Europe, where, in Germany,
wild gardens were associated with nationalistic spirit. Willy Lange, the author of
Gartmg*taltung der Neuzeit , published around the turn of the century, was the
most important promoter of these ideas in his country. Lange's work and other
continental European manifestations of wild gardening serve only to broaden ttre
context of Butler's work; however ii lvould remain for other scholars to draw any
more specific hypotheses.

3. Plnnts, botany, ecology, rorance, and scimtifc educafioa. Although botanizing
and wild gardens became a subliminal element of public education in the
Minneapolis/St. Paul area with the effort to preserve Minnehaha Falls, the Park
Board was not specifically interested in a ltild garden at this period; even
William Watts Folwe1l, then Chair of the Park Board, opposed this idea in 1898.
The scientific aspects of this area and other such wild areas only became
important in the next generation lr'ith the u"ork of people such as Eloise Butler.

Her roots in this work rvere somervhat different than the park makers and,
probably, also the Engiish wild gardeners. Her early experience in helping with
the field work for the Flora of Middlesex Coun$, Mnssachuserfs (1888) presaged the
botanical and preservation-related emphases of her work. Martha Hellander has
described part of the general milieu of these efforts and the relationship between
Butler's work and, for example, the formation of the Wild Flower Preservation
Society of America (c. 1900), the preservation of the Middlesex Fells (1893), and
the championing of native plant collections by important botanical gardens and
their directors. Particularly notable were the Missouri Botanical Garden (William
Trelease) and the Arnold Arborelum in Boston (Charles Sprague Sargent.)
Hellander has also drawn some possibie connections with the conservation scene
in Minnesota. In addition to the wild flower preservation activities statewide
(and the effort to establish a state chapter of the Wild Flower Presewation Society



as impetus for fencing the garden in 1923), Hellander has noted the
contemporaneous establishment of the Chippewa Natlonal Forest (1902) and the
link to the creation of Itasca State Park (1891).

By L902, F. Schuyler Mathews would write in the inhoduciion to his/her Fleld
Book of Ameican Wild Elowers that 'perhaps it is not too much to say that the wild
flower of late has become popular." The popularity of this field book and its
many editions were ample testimony to that enthusiasm and to the more specific
interest in botanizing in the field.

Butler's education lrlas critical to her approach. She may have read Robinson and
Jekylt, as Hellander has suggested but her reading of English naturalis! William
Heruy Hudson's ldle Days in Patngania (i893) indicates, perhaps, her more direct

' connections with the romance of nature sh:dy as a part of botanical education.
Butler had taken two significant summer field courses in 1881 and L882 at the
University of Minnesota. These courses brought her into contact with two of the
pre-eminent streams in botany thai would later give birth to ecology as a formal
academic science: microscopy and dissection as methods of understanding
detailed morphology and physiology, and field investigation of plant
communities. The first course was offered by Charles Bessey, then a professor at
Iowa State, one of the most pivotal teachers of botany in the nineteenth century.
Bessey was the author of Botnny, one of the principal American botany texts. As
botany editor of lhe Natural History magazine, he made the connection between
Butler's work on algae and the work of Francis Wolle of Pennsylvania, the
current authorily on desmids. Bessey was also an authority on mycology and on
the grasslands of Nebraska where he and H. ]. Webber authored the field-study
based book, Grasses and Forage Plnrts, for lhe State Board of Agriculture (1.890).
Bessey became a founding member and would later become President of the
Wildflower Preservation Society oi America (7904-1907). Bessey's field methods
employed direct observation of local areas and microscopy. Many of his
approaches would be adopted by his students at the University of Nebraska
where he later taught, including ore of the founders of ecology, Frederic
Clements. Clements, an originator of many of the discipline's ideas (succession
and climax) and terms (biome), would be part of the generation of original
ecologists who began to relate taxonomv, morphology and physiology of plants
to ideas about commr-rnities of species. Clements would later teach at the
University of Minnesota (c. 1908 - 1918). During this period Clements authored
his most important book, Plnn t Succession: An Analysis of tlu Deoelopment of
Vegetation. The second course was offered by Joseph Charles Arthur, then an
instructor at the University of Wisconsir; and at work with Charles Barnes and
John Coulter on a book on plant dissection. Coulter would later teach at the
University of Illinois and be an associate of Henry Cowles at the University of
Chicago in founding of an ecological approach to the teaching of botany. They
co-authored A Spring Elora for High Schools. Butler (and her fellow teachers of
high school science) may have haci some contact with these individuals, either
personally or tfuough their books.



To what extent Butler saw relationships between her ideas for a wild garden and
this academic realm of nascent ecological thinking may never be precisely
knowrU but it is likely that there is at least a subliminal connection based upon
shared perspectives and methods. In this veiru the Wild Flower Garden may also
be seen in an indirect connection with the early and mid nineteenth-century
naturalists such as Henry David Thoreau and scholars such as George Perkins
Marsh (1801 - 1882) who presaged the era of Bessey, Clements, Cowles, Coulter
and Butler.

4. Women naturalists,botany, horticulture, gardm dnign, and public pohcy. Since the
middle of the nineteenih century and the rise of the suburban middle dass,
women had become ornamental gardeners on the grounds of expansive

. 
' households at a great distance from the city. Wiih the rise of the sciences and the
professions, some of these women left their amateur status behind in the period
of Butler's education in the mid-1870s. Since the early nineteenth century
educated and scientifically-disposed women had been trying to escape the home,
especially in the remote and drab suburban and exurban enclaves that
imprisoned them. In England, the rise of Extension summer courses in the 1860s
and 1870s allowed many women to further their education. This movement was
mirrored by the Extension movement in the Uniied States, and this venue was
precisely the one used by Butler to advance her work.

At the beginning of the nineteenth century, science was just beginning to open its
doors to women in England, and botany *'as considered to be the female science,
although chemistry too had female devotees and contsibutors, such as Mrs. jane
Marcet, author of Conu ersntions on Chemistry (L805). Zoology was deemed to be
to sensitive because of the anatomical and sexual issues. Priscilla Bell Wakefield
(175L - 1832) was an early author of scientific texts. Margaret Stovin of
Chesterfield (1756 - 1,846) and Margaretta Hopper Riley of Nottinghamshire
(1804 - 1899) were among the first Briiish botanists to specialize in ferns. Anna
Worsley Russe[ (1807 - 1875) published a list of flora of the Bristol area to
Watson's Nan Botanist Guide rn 1835.

The "queen" of nheteenth century science was Mary Somerville, a friend of Mrs.
Marcet, chosen to translate LaPlace's Mechaniqw Celeste f.or the working classes
via Lord Brougham's Society for the Diffusion of Usefirl Knowledge. She was the
author of Physlcal Geography (1848), Molecular and Microscopic Science (1869) and of
Personal Recollections (1873), a meditation on algebra.

Another algologist (and conchologist) was Maria Emma Smith (L787 - 1875) who
made packs of algae to be sent to schools in order to encourage the study of the
subject

One of the fust women to attain professional status among naturalists was
Elizabeth Ormerod (L828 - 190L). Ormerod was educated by her mother, a



botanical artist, and she became an entomologist She often worked in
collaboration with her sister, Georgianna, a Fellow of the Entomological Sociery
of London. Her first paper was published in be loumal of the Linnaean Society tn
1873. In L881 she publi shed a Manltal of lnjurious lnsects, efc. Much of her work
was based on original field observations and her own botanical and
entomological anatomical discoveries. Like many women devoted to natural
science, and like Butler herself, she never married.

It is unclear whether Butler knew about these women (even her fellow algologist
Ms. Smith, or Mrs. ]ohn Grey) who were active in science in the period just
before her mature work as a wild gardener.

Some women escaped to the professiors via membership and activism in
-scientific and public policy organizatioru. Elizabeth Knight Brittort founder of
the Wild Fiower Protection Society of America, provides one such example noted
by Hellander. Her husband, N. L. Britton, then at Columbia College had been
one of the outside contributors to tae Flora of Middlesex County.

Butler seems to have been less inte:ested in scientific publication and activism per
se than in the making of her garden, and Martha Hellander has also pointed to a
possible connection between Lydia White Shattuck's garden at Mount Holyoke
College and Butler's work. (Butler's teacher, Helen Coffin, and Shattuck had both
studied with Louis Agassiz at the Penikese Island School.)

Butler seems to have perennially alljed herself with other women in her local
efforts. Fellow teachers Elizabeth Foss, Clara Leavitt, and |ulia Clifford had been
partially liberated by educatiory ard they became forthright activists for the wild
garden in Glenwood Park.

Although Butier seems not to have been particularly horticulturally- or landscape
design-minded, there are some interesting parallels from this area in this period
and, in a sense, she was a garden ss'vle-setter. Horticultural interests among
women had been promoted in Engiand by ]ane Webb Loudo& the widow of the
famous garden publicist and designer. Among contemporary landscape
designers, the Englishwomary Gerirude ]ekyll. is best known. She was fascinated
with wild garders, as rvas her mentor and colleague William Robinson. Many of
her best known border designs use native English perennials. In America,
among jekyll's early counterparts rvere Beahix Farand and Helen Biddle
Shipman, but these women had less of a claim to interest in wild gardens than
did ]ekyll. Rather they took the profession of landscape architecture as a route to
pursue their interests in garden design.

5. Specinl areas of park systems. Thematic planrring, design and execution became
related to special resources in the landscape, and this specialized attention
resulted in the creation of thematically or progammatically distinctive areas
within many larger parks, When public parks were initiated in the United States,
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a certain kind of conventional adapiation of English norms could be seen in
many large parks. Wiih the making of park systems beginning in the 1880's,
special areas of native flora or speial features such as ecological, geological or
scenic areas were included in park systems butnot adapted to conventional park
design standards. The Back Bay Fe:u in Boston (1880) and the park around the
falls of Minnehaha Creek (1889) are early examples of such special areas. Later
such rationales would underpin the creation of regional park systems, the
essences of which would be the lanriscape qualities of such specialized areas.
The Boston Mehopolitan Park Systen (1893), designed by Charles Eliot, included
some of these kinds of areas, incluCing the Middlesex Fells where Eloise Butler
and Cora Pease had.botanized.

There is some reason to believe thai one model for Butler's work to make a wild
. .flower garden as part of a park sysiem was the effort to preserve the Middlesex

Fells. Her role in this was related to the earter fi.eld work to produce tlne Elora of
Middlesex County Massaclusetts, an elfort mounted by L. L. Dame and Frank
Shipley Collins. Eloise had gone e-t after the surrmer course of 188L with
Professor Bessey. She and her siste: Cora Pease went botanizing in the
Middlesex Fells near Cora's home hMalden, Massadlusetts. Cora later wrote an
artide called "Treasures of the Fells," a parallel document to the more famous
plea by Elizur Wright. One of thei! principal associates in the Fells work was
Frank Collins. Hellander has docu-srenied Butler's continuing relationship to
Collins, and his work on seaweeds and algaes. Further research might examine
possible connections between Collins and Malden-based publicist of the
Metropolitan Parks, Sylvester Baxie:.

Another of the other individuals involved in the Flora project was a young
horticulturist, Warren 11. Manning of Reading, Massachusetts. Landscape
architects had long had associatioru with presewation of the Fells as a scenic,
specialized park of botanical and geological interest. H. W. S. Cleveland and his
one-time partner, Robert Morris Cceeland, were early (1850s to 1870s) advocaies
for preservation. Charles Eliot, a la;rdscape architect later in partnership with the
Olmsted office, was successful in esiablishing a Metropolitan Park System that
included the Fells (1893). In the er,oloy of the Olmsted office at this time was
Warren Manning, who became par: of the mapping team that documented the
parks. He later became closely involved in Watrier Deane's the Flora of the
Metropolitan Park System (1896), a copy of which he donated to the Universitv of
Minnesota. Dame and Collins were also conhibutors.

Mandng, by some contrast to Butler, exemplified the horticultural, and design-
and business-driven roots of this early interest in plant collection. lVhen he was
a child in Massachusetts he workei in his father's nursery, but in the summers he
was sent to visit his undes who lived on Lake Pepin. Maming spent those
summers botanizing in the Mississiopi Valley. He may have had some influence
on Folwell's revised decision to suDport Butler's gardery as he became heavily
invoived in the Minnesota iandscace design scene from 1898 until 1908.



6. Midwestern regionalbm as expressed in natioe plants The preservation of areas of
wild landscapes with native plants rvas based in such midwestern organizations
as Friends of our Native Landscape and the Prairie Club, and such efforts to
preserve such regionally definitive and biotically pristine landscapes as the
Indiana Dunes. As we have seen, many of the first kue ecologists did their
primary work in the Midwest or the eastern Great Plains. Chicago provided a
regional center for such activities. Henry Cowles, an early field ecologist at the
University of Chicago, was the firsi scientist to study the dunes and to
understand the spatial variations in vegetation on this landscape. He wrote his
monumental study, ''The Ecological Relations of the Vegetation on the Sand
Dunes of Lake Michigan" (1899) and hb regional study of plant communities,
"The Plant Societies of Chicago and Vicinify"(L90l). He was active in the native
landscape preservation circles of the Midwest and a founder of the Wild Flower
Preservation Society. Cowles and lVilhelm Miller offered important testimony
on behalf of the presewation of the Indiana Dunes as a national park in 1915-15.
This effort was orchestrated by ]ens ]ensen. Miller, editor of Gardm Magazine
and, later, an Extension Educator at the University of Illinois, popularized the
notion of Illinois Landscape Types and a "Prairie Style of Landscape Gardening."
Landscape architects |ens ]ensen ald O. C. Simonds were involved in landscape
preservation and the design and making of wild gardens, both public and
private, which included many native plants. Perhaps the most famous of these,
to involve the rescue of native p1ari6 was the Lincoln Memorial Gardens in
Springfield, Illinois (c. 1938), although there were many earlier ones (induding
several that predated Butler's work, such as the well-known American Garden in
Union Park, Chicago, from the 1890's).

CONCLUSIONS

The principal significance of this landscape is, arguably, the pedagogical
presentation of native plants in a public setting. ln all of the contexts outlined
above, this pedagogy was a core notion, and teaching was the central motive in
Butler's work. Whether the Wild Flower Garden is deemed a designed historic
landscape or a vernacular landscape, the questions of its integrity are founded on
its original premises as an educaticnal setting. The garden embodies aesthetic
and purely ecological values, yet its significance rest primarily on its educational
purposes rather than as an aesthedc composition or ecologicaily correct
landscape.

Assuming that this premise were accepted, and if, for example, the question of
alterations to the paths were raised., one might argue for a strict adherence to
Butler's path layout (and specific plant Iocations in relationship to the path and
topography and water) insofar as its apparent pedagogical intention was not
satisfiable with a barrier-free layout. Finer questions of the surface treatrnent of
the paths should address the sustainabiLity of the plants that conftibute to this



integrity and would be affected by changes. The plants were the heart of the
matter for Butler.

A thorough survey of the original plantings (from the period 1911 - 1933)
compared to the existing plantings rvould figure importantly determing what the
pedagogical intent may have been. In twenty years, of course, Butler must have
changed her own ideas, and plants can be moved. Change is the rule of
landscape and change vitiates integrif. Gardens in general and the Eloise Butler
Wild Flower Garden in particular, however, seem to present a somewhat more
stable situation overa[. Normally plantings in an unmanaged "wild" landscape
canbe expected to b.e affected over eighty years by the successional regimes that
dramatically change the landscape, not only in appearance, but in actual plant
composition. In this case, Butler planted a woodland wild flower garden in an

-oak, maple, basswood, and elm woods, which is a climax condition like that she
would have seen in the Fells. In this landscape, the richness of change in the
garden would be incremental and very subtle as the managed canopy above the
forest floor and middie story species rratured. Hence, successional change is
arguably less volatile than in eariy successional landscapes.

Prepared by Lance M. Neckar ASLA.
Landscape Research
St. PauL Minnesota

for
The Minneapolis Heriiage Preservaiion Commission
Minneapolis, Minnesota
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