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2007 begins the second century for the Garden, it having been founded 
on April 15, 1907.Susan Wilkins’ fourth year as Garden Curator.
Two sad events happened in February this year. Friends’ newsletter 
editor Lisa Locken passed away. She had been editor since 1999 and 
was responsible for incorporating many more photographs into the 
newsletter and consistently producing 4 issues per year. Her memorial 
service was on March 10 and was well attended by her many friends.

Also on February 9, Moana Odell Beim, daughter of Friends founder 
Clinton Odell, and past president of the Friends (1975-1976) also passed 
away. Lisa Locken and Steve Pundt has interviewed her about the 

Garden back in 2002. A number of 
memorials were received for both 
Lisa and Moana during the year.

A new logo for Garden publications 
incorporating the Showy Lady’s-
slipper was introduced by Curator 
Susan Wilkins. The design was by 
professional illustrator Ken Jacobsen.

2007 is the 100th anniversary of the founding of the Garden and the 
Minneapolis Park & Recreation Board planned a number of events 
beginning with a special event on April 28th, which had been named 
Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden Day by the mayor of Minneapolis. 
(copy of post card follows text)

A Friends’ Board Meeting was held on February 12, 2007, at the Golden Valley Historical Society. Susan 
Wilkins announced that she and intern Kegan had been clearing Buckthorn in the Garden and that 
there are no mature ones left. The debris would be burnt in the spring.

She will also have an intern again this year for 30 hours a week. Classes would be offered in the 
Garden, some with a fee this year. And finally, a new electric garden tractor had been acquired - an 

Lisa Locken at the Martha 
Crone Shelter door. Friends 

photo.

Friends President Steve Pundt 
and Moana Odell Beim. 

Friends photo.



Electric Ox - to replace the old John Deere. This was 
the first electric tractor purchased by the 
Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board. Susan also 
presented a request for funding for a new screen 
door for the shelter, which was approved. The 
Friends funded the total cost of $2,020. Photos are in 
the 'Fall' section.

With Lisa's passing, 
Kathy Connelly 
volunteered to take 
over the editing of 

The Fringed Gentian™ 
for the spring issue. 

President Steve Pundt, Pam Weiner and Emily Anderson reported on 
trail committee meetings which concern the use of South Wirth Park 
near the Garden by the Minneapolis Loppett and the Minnesota Off-
road Cycling Association. This year the Friends attempted to raise 
$10,000 to cover the costs of the 100th Anniversary of the Garden that 
the Friends were partially sponsoring and a letter about that was sent 
to the membership of the Friends. (Copy of membership letter follows 
text.) When the spring issue of The Fringed Gentian™ came out, it 
incorporated information about all of the above items. [Vol. 55, no. 1]

Spring 2007 

Although most of the snow for the Winter of 2006/07 fell in the first two months of 2007, it was all 
melted by April 1st for the Garden to open on time. Ann Godfrey 
announced that a training session was held for Shelter volunteers 
on April 4th, conducted by Susan Wilkins. There are 48 
volunteers on the roster this year. A burn of the prairie took place 
in April.

A Board Meeting of the Friends was held on April 9th at the 
Golden Valley Historical Society and it was decided that no 
further reprints of Martha Hellander’s book The Wild Gardener 
would be done. Forty copies remained and the reprint cost was in 
excess of $8,000. Progress was reported by a committee on 
completing a website for the Friends, expected to be up in May. 
Designs were final for a Garden 100th Anniversary Poster and a 
set of Note Cards. The poster artwork was commissioned from 
Minnesota artist Jennifer Davis. It is titled “Sanctuary,” referring 
to the peacefulness of the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden and 
Bird Sanctuary. The size was 16 x 20 inches. Selling price - $10. 
The note cards were 3 individual cards each of a partial image 
from the poster and boxed in a set of 12, selling at $10. 

Susan Wilkins burning buckthorn. Friends photo.

Kathy Connelly, new temporary 
newsletter editor - shown here 

in 2004. Friends photo.

Prairie burn in April 2007. Photo 
Melissa Hansen.



Above - the poster, below The three note cards.
  



The first event for the Garden’s 100th Anniversary was held on April 
28 and titled “A Century of Seasons.” Minneapolis mayor R. T. Ryback 
presented the mayor’s proclamation of Eloise Butler Wildflower 
Garden day, and through a collaboration of the Minneapolis Park and 
Recreation Board and the Minneapolis Swedish Institute, character 
actor Hans Odöö (photo) arrived in a horse drawn carriage, portraying 
the Swedish botanist Carl Linneaus on his 300th birthday. Music was 
performed by two others from the Swedish Institute.

Below: Carl Linneaus arriving at the Garden. (Friends photos) 

Above:  Carl Linneaus listening to the music of the nyckelharpa. Friends photo.



A second special event was held on Mothers Day, May 13. Then on June 9, 
it was “Showy Lady’s-slipper Day.” There were Garden tours, native 
plant sales, including sale of state certified rescued Lady’s-slippers, and a 
special visit by Eloise Butler played by character actor Anna Anderhagen 
who was recruited by Pam Weiner.

The Friends held their annual meeting 
in the Martha Crone Shelter at the 
Garden on May 19. Susan Wilkins was 
given a framed poster and set of note 
cards. She reported that the Garden had 
a lot of visitors that Spring, that 1,500 
wild flowers had been planted, 
including over 100 Virginia Bluebells. 
The Friends funded $4,250 of the cost. 
Six naturalists were assigned to the 
Garden this year, plus two interns 
instead of the one originally 
proposed and also assigned as 
Program Coordinator was Erin Dietrich. Children's book author Judy 
Bridell was present, talking about her new book Going Wild with 
Eloise Butler, to be published in June. (photo of book in 2006 history).

Elected to the Friends Board for the coming year were: Emily 
Anderson, Gary Bebeau, Steve Benson, Harriet Betzold, Joy Davis, 
Susan Dean, Cary George, Ann Godfrey, Larry Gravitz, Lyle Johnson, 

Jeff Lee, Vivian Mason, Jim Proctor, Sally Pundt, Steve Pundt, Barry Schade (new), Phoebe Waugh, Pam 
Weiner and Susan Wilkins (ex-officio).

At the Board of Directors meeting following the annual meeting, the 
officers elected were: Pam Weiner President, Vivian Mason Vice-
president, Phoebe Waugh secretary, Gary Bebeau Treasurer. Steve Pundt 
was roundly thanked for his years and efforts as president.

Continuing in committee roles were: Gary Bebeau - memorials, Joy Davi - 
membership, Ann Godfrey - volunteers, Steve Benson - money 
management, and Kathy Connelly interim newsletter editor. Historian is 
vacant.

Jim Proctor reported on the work of removing Buckthorn and Garlic 
Mustard and it was at this meeting that the Friends Invasive Plant Action 
Group was formed (FIPAG). This was the start of formulating the 
methodology of eliminating Garlic Mustard from the Garden and 
surrounding area, which was now a major menace. In later years this 
work was successful. The issue of the trails in South Wirth was again 
discussed. Note card and poster sales were slow and it was decided that 
proceeds from those sold at Garden events would go to the 100th 
Anniversary Project and that the Friends would absorb the cost of 

production of the product.
Membership at the time was 285 including 13 life members.

Character actor playing Eloise 
Butler. Friends photo.

The sale of certified Showy 
Lady's-slippers on Mothers Day, 

shown in front of the Martha 
Crone Shelter. Friends photo.

Jim Proctor in a stand of 
Garlic Mustard. Friends 

photo.



Summer 2007 

In the summer issue of The Fringed Gentian™, [Vol.55, no. 2] retiring President Steve Pundt penned his 
final President’s Letter. It was announced that the Hennepin History Museum would have a summer 
exhibit on the life and accomplishments of Eloise Butler. The Garden parking lot was to be repaved in 
July. The issue also had background on Eric Dietrich and Judy Bridell - all mentioned above.

The final 100th Anniversary event of the season was held on August 11, commemorating the birthday 
of Eloise Butler (Aug. 3, 1851). An article from the fall issue of The Fringed Gentian™ about the 2007 
Birthday Bash follow this text.

On August 25 a group of six women visited the Crone Shelter.  They had been in Girl Scouts with 
Kathleen Dean Hillman.  When the fireplace was built in the Shelter in 1970, they had contributed to 
the cost. The fireplace, limestone chimney and hood were funded by Kathleen's parents, Mr. & Mrs. 
Alexander Dean as a memorial in memory of Kathleen who had died in 1968 at age 25.  In the photo 
below they are standing in front of the hood with the memorial plaque visible on the wall between 
them.  Photo by Phoebe Waugh who was the shelter volunteer that morning.

Autumn 2007 

The Friends held a Board Meeting on September 17 at the Golden Valley Historical Society. The report 
on poster sales showed that 103 out of 1000 had been sold and 334 boxes of note cards (these were quite 
successful). Sale proceeds of $4,250 from Park Board Garden events were sent to the Park Board to buy 
plants for spring 2008 planting.



MTN Television had produced a video disc about the Garden and 
Eloise Butler and they had a premier event on November 11. The 
Friends secured copies of the DVD to sell.

Ann Godfrey reported that volunteers had put in over 1,100 hours this 
year in service to the Garden. That included 35 shelter volunteers, 25 
invasive pullers and 7 legacy stewards in the Garden. A website did 
not come about and the committee disbanded. Jeff Lee reported on the 
possible wetland restoration project that had been discussed all year. 
Due to restraints and cost estimates, the project was tabled for now.

During the year following the deaths of Lisa Locken and Moana Beim, 
two memorials were established in the Garden; the funds going from 
the Friends to the Park Board: A group of friends of Lisa Locken 
adopted an Oak tree on the path leading to the Garden Shelter and 
second, the family of Moana Beim adopted several Hemlocks in the 
Hemlock Grove.

A new editor for the newsletter was found in the person of Linda Cody, 
who was present at the meeting and was elected to the Board.

In the fall issue of The Fringed Gentian™ [Vol.55, no.3] Pam Weiner 
wrote her first letter as president. Susan Wilkins wrote about the Wildflower Garden in “100 years of 
Inspired Beauty.” Phenology highlights for the summer were given by the Naturalists; Tammy Mercer 
wrote about the Garden being a Rest Stop for Weary Travelers (Birds); Jim Proctor wrote about the 
invasive work, especially about Japanese Knotweed which had recently been discovered; and also 
reported on for the items mentioned above.

During the winter the new screen door built for the Martha Crone 
Visitor’s Shelter and funded by the Friends was installed. The shelter 
has had various screen doors over the years but there was research 
evidence that the original design for a door was never followed 
through on and various substitute doors were installed. One door was 
damaged in a break-in at the Shelter in the winter of 1977 and was 
either subsequently removed and replaced with the existing door or 
was repaired and replaced and was damaged again in a 1988 break-in. 
So to get back to a more original design, volunteer Kathleen Connelly 
and Susan Wilkins took on the replacement project and worked to find 
artisans to create it. The door was completed and installed. In the 
spring (2008) visitors could enjoy the passing breezes through this 
lovely work of art constructed of quarter-sawn white oak with mortise 
and tenon joinery. The carpenter, John May, constructed the door while 
blacksmith, Tom Latane created unique metal hinges and door handle. 
The design fits perfectly with the architecture of the Shelter building 
and looks as if it were always a part of the Garden.

Volunteer Report
On Sunday evening, November 11th, 2007, the Friends’ Board hosted a 
Thank-You reception for the volunteers who contributed to the 
Garden’s very successful 100th season. Legacy Stewards, Weed Pullers, 

The large Oak (center of 
photo) dedicated to Lisa 

Locken, on the path leading 
down to the Martha Crone 

Shelter. Photo G D Bebeau.

The section of the Hemlock 
grove with bench dedicated to 
Moana Odell-Beim. Photo G D 

Bebeau



Shelter Volunteers, Board Members and members of the 
Garden staff gathered at the studio of the Minneapolis 
Television Network at Saint Anthony Main on the riverfront 
in Minneapolis. They sampled appetizers from the Aster 
Café and viewed a screening of the 100th Anniversary DVD. 
For most, it was the first look at John Akre’s production 
which chronicles the seasons of the Garden through John’s 
photography and interviews.

Susan Wilkins warmly thanked the Friends for their support 
of the Garden and distributed 100th Anniversary mugs as a 
thank you from the Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board.

Melissa Hansen added a special touch to the event with an 
unusual party favor. Melissa learned to propagate two types 
of ferns that are considered threatened in Minnesota. She 
brought young Christmas Ferns (Polystichum ancrostichoides) 
and Marginal Shield Ferns (Dryopteris marginalis) for every 
volunteer. The ferns need one more winter indoors before 
being transplanted outside. Volunteers took them for their 
own yards and many also took some ferns as foster parents. 
Those ferns came back to the Garden in the spring.

During the summer the large wood information kiosk that 
dominated the area inside the front gate was removed due to deterioration. It was used for displays, 
handouts and a garden map.  As handouts were now only available in the Shelter, the kiosk was 
replaced by more simple information signs in 2009.

The Friends ended the year with assets of $57,000. Revenue in this fund-raising year was $30,200 of 
which membership revenue was $6,300, memorials were $5,800, sales of anniversary material were 
$5,600, special donations were $9,600. Expenses were $24,700 of which $11,000 was spent of the 
anniversary of the Garden, $5,200 for newsletter and other printing, and $6,300 was paid to the Park 
Board for the screen door and plants.

At the end of the year Gary Bebeau volunteered to create a website for the Friends.

2007 was a year of above average precipitation, coming in the form of summer rains. Late fall produced 
some snow and the winter of 2007/08 would be typical, producing the median snowfall of around 43 
inches.

Photo top of first page: The new MPRB logo for the Garden's 100th Anniversary.

References:
Minutes of the Board of Directors and other documents of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc.

Historical Climatology of Minneapolis-St. Paul Area by Charles Fisk.
©2019 Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc.  Photos are as credited and are used with permission for 
educational purposes, for which the Friends thank them and the organization providing the photos. 
Text and research by Gary Bebeau

Susan Wilkins with the new shelter screen 
door. Friends photo.
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L00th Anniversary Celebration Events

I Saturday, April 28- A Century of Seasons 10:30am - 2pm

loin Garden staff and friends in welcoming in the l-00th season of wildflower
wonderment at Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden & Bird Sanctuary. Meet us

at the Garden's front gates at L0:30 am to watch our special guests arrive in
a horse-drawn carriage. A mayoral proclamation
naming April 28, 2007 as Eloise Butler Wildflower
Garden Day will be read and the celebration will
ensue. Hans Odod, botanist and history player
from Sweden, will portray Carl Linnaeus, father of
modern botany. Stro1l through the Garden and visit
with him as he leads garden visitors through an
entertaining morning of programs and tours. Stop
into the Martha Crone Visitor's Shelter to participate in a Friends of the
Wild Flower Garden sponsored postage stamp cancellation event. IArhile in
the Shelter, view the first Bird x Bird art exhibit of the 2007 season. Kids can

take part in planting a piece of the season to come. We'll have clay pots to
decorate and native sunflower seeds to plant. A 2pm tour of the Garden will
follow the festivities.

I
Hans Odoo's appearance is nfade possible through a partnership between the American Swedish Institute and

the Minneapolis Park and Refreation Board. He has been trave ing the world participating in innumerable

tercerre.a.y I irlaeus te ebr&t ons. Odbo is an env ronrental educator, photograpl^er and documentarian.

Mark your cqf endars for these additional 100th anniversary special events!

For more information about these events, visit www.minneapolisparks.org
,l

I Saturday, June 9 - Showy Lady's Slipper Day

I Saturday, August 11- Wildflower Garden Birthday Bash

I Saturday, September 29 - LOO Trees for 100 Years

Parking in the Wildflower Carden's parking lot is limited. Consider riding your bike, taking the bus or walking
tothe Wildflower Carden tojoin in the festivities. You can also park for free in the Theodore Wirth Beach lot
located on Clenwood Avenuejust east ofTheodore Wirth Parkway. To get tothe Carden from the Beach lot
follow the Wildflower Carden signs that will take you across Clenwood Avenue and through Theodore Wirth
Park to the Carden's back gate, a ten minute walk.

MINNEAPOLIS PARK AND RECREATION BOARD

t
I
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February 1,2007

Dear Friend of the Garden,

We are writing to thank you for your past support of the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden and
Bird Sanetuary and to ask you to eonsider a special 2007 donation to the Frieads in the Garden's
I00fr Anniversary year.

This year, the Friends' Anniversary projects will include oocrmemorative publications featuring
the life of Eloise Butler and the Garden's history, and a video about the Garden through the
seasons and its staff, Friends and visitors. These celebratory and educational projects will reach
into the comrnunity to promote access to the Garden and to build support for this unique and
living natural treasure. The Friends' Board has also begun research on a 1006 Anniversary
project to restore the wetland and mallard pond to make it sustainable. Project implementation
would begin after the Anniversary year. Watch the Gentian for Anniversary updates!

We are also launching an appeal to foundations for contributions to these Anniversary projects.
Your special gift will help us gain this additional support.

As a Friend of the Garden, you are familiar with its unique native flora and fauna. You also
know the many resources the Friends provide to nurture and preserve the Garden's species and
ambience, while promoting aooess and education for its rnany visitors. You will help preserve the
Garden and nurtue the Friends' next generation with your 100th Anniversary contribution. You
can also help by letting us know of anyone who visits and values the Garden, is not a
Friends'member, and yet might welcome the opportunity to support this endeavor.

If you would like further details or if you have any suggestions, please contact Pam Weiner at
drjpw(@earthlink.net or 612-377-3573. Contibutions (to Friends of the Wild Flower Garden,
Inc.) should also be mailed to Pam at248 Xerxes Avenue North, Minneapolis, 55405.

Thank you for considering a contribution to the 100th Anniversary year and to the preservation
of the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden and Bird Sanctuary.

Sincerely, o\
{at- [,ilanuu

Steve Pundt,
President

Pam Weiner,
Vice President

A support group for The Eloise Butler Wldflower Garden and Bird Sanctuary



Wildflower Garden Birthday Bash August 2007
By Nancy Vivian

Despite sweltering heat (and yes, humidity) children (of all ages) turned out in droves to celebrate the 
Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden Centennial. Guests were met by volunteer greeters who distributed 
booklets on the garden. They were filled with impressive botanical illustrations and pages of highly 
informative text describing the garden and its flora.

Eloise Butler “herself” was present to escort folks 
between events. She was remarkably well preserved for 
her age and her wit was fully intact. When she asked a 
rather cocky young boy his name and was told it was 
“Acorn Man,” she shot back, “Glad to meet you Acorn 
Man, I’m Biology Woman.”

Guests followed colorful cardboard birthday candles to 
the various performances by In the Heart of the Beast 
Puppet and Mask Theatre (HOTB) which included 
something for most everyone.

Pollen Nation (above) was a presentation which used 
song and dance to enact the amazing relationship between flowers and their pollinators. Music, 
composed by Laurie Witzkowskie and performed by Floral Chorale included a delightful song by 
kazoos and a wonderfully discordant song which engaged the audience in simultaneously imitating a 
number of birds. The real birds in the garden seemed to be both fleeing and approaching to see what 
the ruckus was all about.

While Eloise Sleeps was a lovely puppetry performance 
celebrating the life and work of EB. Children huddled 
close to the stage and watched in rapt attention despite 
the heat. The performance included some of EB’s most 
quotable quotes including her statement to the effect that 
her mission in life was to teach people the value of 
“weeds.” Especially memorable was her view that 
botany is a source of solace and mental health in modern 
life.

How Flowers Changed the World also entertained and 
delighted the many “friends” of Eloise Butler who came 

this day to celebrate. Another program highlight was Song of the Seasons. People filed in and jockeyed 
for seats in what shade could be found on the oak-dotted hill in the prairie. The performance included 
many fabulous creatures including dancing frogs and the Bogness Monster who cavorted to funky 
music by sax, drum and various other instruments. The audience seemed smitten as the Bogness did 
“the wave” and turned from pursuit of the frogs to pursuit of its own tail. Three timely messages came 

The Friends of the Wild Flower Garden



through in the fun. We were told to “let nature be 
your teacher.” We were also reminded that not only 
is it not crazy to plant a garden you’ll never see grow 
to full maturity, it’s exactly what Eloise did and part 
of the reason we celebrate her work today. Finally, a 
colorful and much larger than life Eloise was 
surrounded by children and reminded us all to “stay 
together and learn from the flowers.”

The audience then dispersed and lined up for 
refreshments. Never was waiting in line so enjoyable. 
Children not too sophisticated to be children created 
flowered hats and modeled them proudly. A newly 
planted rain garden wafted the aroma of fresh cocoa bean mulch and Dreamland Faces serenaded with 
a series of lilting, upbeat and oompah-esque tunes by sax, tuba, banjo, singing saw, accordion and 
crooners. This fun was also interspersed with important messages. For example, the refrain of the Iraqi 
children’s song carried the timely message “I want to be a friend to you.” Eloise’s birthday cakes 
awaited at the end of the line and were bedecked with, not too surprisingly, colorful icing flowers.

All in all, it was a day of great joy, levity and learning in a garden oasis worth preserving and 
celebrating. And of course the garden is ours to enjoy because of the efforts of the remarkable Eloise 
Butler, whose achievements are worth celebrating and whose life is worth imitating.

©2007 Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc. Published in The Fringed Gentian™, Vol. 55 no.3




