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2015 begins the 109th year of the Garden, it having been founded on April 15, 1907. It would also be the
63rd year for the Friends and Susan Wilkins’ 12th year as Garden Curator.

The first Friends Board meeting of the year took place February 9, 
2015 at the home of President Pam Weiner. Garden Curator Susan 
Wilkins reported that Entomologist Elaine Evans has concluded 
her research at the Garden, having found 104 species of bees other 
than honey bees. In the first year of the survey she had catalogued 
75 species of bees. The honey bees that have been kept in the 
Garden by Beez Kneez will be moved out and the focus will be on 
the volunteer bees in the area. More ash trees were removed from 
the Garden, this time in the wetland area. On the boardwalk 
project, contractor bids were still much too high. MPRB is going to 
contract directly with metal manufacturer and with Conservation Corp of Minnesota for installation in 
mid-summer 2015. Recycled ash wood for the treads is ready to go. It looked like this was the year it 
would get built.

Newsletter editor Meleah Maynard found a new design professional to volunteer doing layouts for the 
newsletter - John Toren from Nodin Press. Lauren Husting was looking for a way that volunteers could 
manage their own shifts on the on-line calendar. A committee was formed to review and restate the 
Friends bylaws: Gary Bebeau, Jayne Funk, Steve and Sally Pundt.

The date was set for June 25th to have a fundraiser at the restored historic Schutt house of Mark 
Addicks, retired Chief Marketing Officer of General Mills. It would be known as the “Schutt House 
Event.” Details in the summer section.

Friends Volunteer Coordinator 
Lauren Husting. Friends photo.



Below: The restored historic Mendon Schutt House where the Friends Summer Garden Event would be held.

On February 21st, Melissa Hansen and Jayne Funk hosted a Friends table at the Wild Ones conference 
at the Nicollet Island Inn. Seven new members were obtained.

In early March acceptable bids were secured for framework and installation of the boardwalk. Expected 
installation - July or August, dedication in September. Conservation Corps Minnesota was to do the 
installation, the boardwalk sections were ordered from Wickcraft of Madison WI, the heat-treated ash 
wood was prepared at Arborwood in Duluth. All installation would be under the supervision of Jim 
Robin, the design architect and David Motzenbecker, both of the Cuningham Group.

The next Friends Board meeting was on March 30 at the Kenwood Park Community Center. Based on 
the early spring weather there was no doubt that the Garden would open on April 1st. Susan Wilkins 
noted that the first wildflowers were already visible. The Garden’s program coordinator, Lauren Borer 
was not returning and Holly Fetzer was taking the position. Mice got into the shelter during the winter 
and that problem was being fixed, but the Shelter needed a new roof and that would be done in the fall.

Gary Bebeau had placed the advance ticket order 
capability on the website for the Schutt House 
Event and the first ticket orders had already been 
received. He also noted that the long recovery in 
the Friends investments from the 2008 market 
drop reached its high point last November and 
the market had not declined again.

Schutt House Event ticket



Spring 2015 

The Garden opening on time this year on April 1. The Friends Invasive Plants Action Group (FIPAG) 
scheduled 5 Garlic Mustard removal events for May and early June. They concentrated on the east side 
and near the back gate - areas just outside the fence.

Lauren Husting held a volunteer orientation on April 22 with 20 attending. For the season, there were 4 
new volunteers and 30 returning. By the end of the year there would be 10 new volunteers.

In the spring issue of The Fringed Gentian™ (Vol. 63, no. 1) President Pam 
Weiner updated the membership on the Schutt House Event and the Schutt 
Family's relationship to the Garden.

Susan Wilkins wrote: 

Every spring, what feels like a miracle occurs. The days begin to warm 
and lengthen. We find ourselves dropping layers—mittens, scarves and 
heavy coats—and stepping out to feel the caress of sunlight on bare 
skin. When only weeks ago we traveled to and fro with our busy lives 
cloaked in winter’s dark blanket, now the soft evening light or early 
morning’s glimmer guides us into our gardens to discover what is 
emerging from awakened soil. A hint of green under decayed leaves—
delight! A flower found in full bloom—pure joy! Tree buds bursting in 
vibrant hues above our heads—unstoppable! As our planet tilts and 
spins so steadily along, rested earth gives way to another season of 
refreshed potential and irrepressible growth. We have arrived and 
spring is singing.

Donna Ahrens interviewed Shelter volunteer Kris Felbeck who commented 
that she still enjoys pulling a chair up to 
the shelter window to watch the birds at the feeders and building a 
fire in the fireplace on cooler days. “It’s like having an Up North 
cabin in the city.” Naturalist Tammy Mercer wrote about the 
warblers seen in the Garden in the spring.

Next was the Friends annual meeting, at the Kenwood Park 
Community Center, 21st and Franklin Ave., Minneapolis on May 17. 
Susan Wilkins could not attend but in her submitted report she 
added several requests that the Friends could decide to fund. 
Boardwalk installation was scheduled. Board member Phoebe 
Waugh had received the Volunteer of the Year award from the 
MPRB.

Elected to the Friends Board for the coming year were: Candy 
Bartol, Colin Bartol, Gary Bebeau, Steve Benson, Jayne Funk, 
Melissa Hansen, Lauren Husting, Vivian Mason, Meleah Maynard, 
Gloria Miller, Jennifer Olson, Jim Proctor, Sally Pundt, Steve Pundt, 
Barry Schade, Anthony Waldera, Phoebe Waugh, Pam Weiner and 
Susan Wilkins (ex-officio). Sue Budd, left the board.

Friends Board Member 
Phoebe Waugh who 

received the Park 
Board's 2014 

Volunteer of the Year 
award. Friends photo.

One of the Wild Turkeys that 
caused havoc with plants in the 

Garden in 2015, this one strutting 
in front of the Martha Crone 
Shelter. Photo G D Bebeau.



Gary Bebeau reviewed the financial information and the website. Website page count was now 1,780 
with 10,913 photos; 586 plant information sheets, 37 history years complete. Jayne Funk reported on 
membership: 229 members of which 33 were life and 35 were courtesy.

At the Board of Directors meeting following the annual meeting, the officers elected were: Pam Weiner, 
President; Melissa Hansen, Vice-president; Candy Bartol, Secretary; Gary Bebeau, Treasurer.

Continuing in committee roles were: Gary Bebeau, memorials and website; Lauren Husting, volunteers; 
Steve Benson, money management; Meleah Maynard newsletter editor; Phoebe Waugh, historian; Jayne 
Funk, membership; Jim Proctor, Invasive Plant Action Group (Liz Anderson co-chair).

Gary Bebeau presented the draft of the new bylaws for the Board to review prior to voting on them at 
the October Board meeting. The Board approved offering a three-year membership in the Friends at the 
Schutt House Event for $100. Also approved was the Garden’s request to fund native tree planting 
along Geranium Path where a number of Ohio Buckeye’s had been removed to open up the canopy. 
Estimated cost $3,000 to 5,000.

Summer 2015 

The big event at the Schutt House took place on the evening of June 25. Mark Addicks opened the 
house to guests at 5PM, provided free food and drinks and tours of the house and grounds. Tickets 
were also sold at the door. There was a silent auction for three special group events: A dinner on the 
grounds of Kelly and Kelly Nursery who owners were known for such events; tickets to the annual 
Tangletown Gardens dinner, another well known event; and a brunch and Garden tour with Susan 
Wilkins and Pam Weiner. After the silent part of the auction, the events would move to a live auction to 
see if there was further bidding.

The weather that evening was clear and warm. The gardens were beautiful. Advance tickets sold were 
205. Ten new members joined. Total proceeds for the evening were $9,205.

Below: Guests enjoying the grounds and the warm evening outside the Schutt House on June 25th. Photo 
Melissa Hansen.



 
In the Garden the boardwalk and bridge segment were installed between July 10 and 23rd and opened 
the public on July 24. Photo G D Bebeau.

In the summer issue of The Fringed Gentian™ (Vol.63 no. 2) the Garden’s new Program Coordinator 
Holly Fetzer was interviewed by Donna Ahrens.

Susan Wilkins speaking at the Schutt House 
Event. Photo Melissa Hansen.

Guests enjoying the grounds at the Schutt 
House. Photo Melissa Hansen.



Susan Wilkins wrote in the newsletter: 

Timeless and essential, the Wildflower Garden is such a place. In our ever-changing world and 
landscapes, we are fortunate to have such an enduring model for how wild gardens, full of 
diversity, novelty and surprise, can grow. And grow they must. The Wildflower Garden is an 
opportune place in our community to connect with the richness of the natural world that we are 
a part of.

Naturalist Wes Nugteren wrote a two page article about “The Trees of Eloise Butler.” MPRB Planner 
Andrea Weber announced the installation of the Boardwalk and the water channel bridge crossing 
dedicated to Cary George. FIPAG updated their work.

During the summer only one school group came to the Garden with bus transportation subsidized by 
the Student Transportation Grant Program - 20 youngsters from Early Wonders Preschool.

The Park and Recreation Board made a name change to the area surrounding the Garden. The 
operations manager, Deb Pilger, renamed the area to the "Volunteer Stewardship Area.”  It had only 
been 3 years ago that the "Preservation Zone" name had been adopted to replace the "Buffer Zone" term 
which dated back to 1964.

Autumn 2015 

On Sunday September 20, 2015 at 3 PM, Friends, Garden Staff, and invited quests gathered in the 
Garden to dedicate the new boardwalk and specifically to dedicate the new bridge to Cary George, 4th 
caretaker of the Garden. Brief comments were made by Friends President Pam Weiner, Garden Curator 
Susan Wilkins, MPRB Commissioner Anita Tabb and then Cary George. There is a complete history of 
the project with more photos on the website.
.
Below: The Boardwalk dedication. Cary George, 2nd from right, Pam Weiner, right, Susan Wilkins 3rd from right. 

Photo by Christi Bystedt
 



The Friends held a Board Meeting on October 5th at the Kenwood Park Community Center. Susan 
Wilkins reported that MPRB Planner for Wirth Park, Andrea Weber, after being the moving force that 
finally found contractors for the boardwalk, was leaving her job at MPRB. The Garden’s new program 
coordinator, Holly Fetzer was also leaving and was being replaced by Kirsten Grohovsky. Over 100 
youth and adult groups had visited the Garden this season. After the removal of a number of Ohio 

Buckeyes last winter, there were more thoughts at the 
Park Board about removing all of them as they are not 
native to Minnesota, but they will continue to be 
managed and not eradicated. Both Eloise Butler and 
Martha Crone planted the tree. Wild turkeys have 
been busy in the Garden and are quite destructive, 
but a permit from the DNR is required to trap them. 
More ash trees would be removed during the winter. 
A new management plan for burning the prairie and 
controlling invasives in both the Prairie and the 
wetland was being designed and implemented in the 
winter of 2015/2016. The main control issues were 
Buckthorn, Reed Canary grass, Allegheny Blackberry, 
sumac and the re-sprout following a controlled burn, 
which would now be done 1/3 of the area at a time.

At the boardwalk dedication - Phoebe Waugh, 
left; Cary George, center; James Robin, design 

architect, right. Photo Christi Bystedt.

Dedication plaque for the boardwalk bridge

Above: An area of the Upland North hill in May 2016, showing the effects of 
Sumac being burned off in the winter of 2015/16 as part of the prairie 

restoration project. Note the wild turkey near the bench. Photo G D Bebeau.



Following the meeting, with the Board’s approval, President Pam sent a letter to Superintendent Jayne 
Miller committing the Friends to fund the management plan by committing up to $5,750 for the project 
and by providing up to $3,500 yearly in 2016, 2017 and 2018 for ongoing work, all to be done by Prairie 
Restorations. [Details of plan follow text.]

The trees the Friends had agreed to fund arrive and were planted this fall. Total cost came to $2,140.

The new draft of the Friends bylaws was presented and approved at the meeting. [copy follows text] 
The FIPAG has found Oriental Bittersweet in the preservation zone and will removing it and watching 
for new growth. Meanwhile the area of concentration is the wooded “maple bowl” just SE of the main 
gate to the Garden. Three invasive pulls were scheduled for September and October.

Below: The area of the Maple Bowl SE of the Garden entrance where FIPAG had begun the work of clearing 
Buckthorn. Photo G D Bebeau.

Jayne Funk summed up the membership at this point: 271 members, 202 annual renewing, 34 life and 
35 courtesy members.

The annual volunteer appreciation event was held on October 25th at St. Mary’s Greek Orthodox 
Church in South Minneapolis, our fourth year at that facility. The Friends provided beverages, food, 
door prizes and the Park Board providing desserts and a EBWG water bottle for everyone.

In the fall issue of The Fringed Gentian™ (Vol. 63, no. 3) Pam Weiner reviewed the full years events. 
Donna Ahrens interviewed Phoebe Waugh who had been awarded the 2014 Minneapolis Parks 
Volunteer of the Year Award. Susan Wilkins reviewed all the Garden happenings. The Boardwalk 
dedication, the Schutt House Event and the Volunteer Event were all covered in a special 12 page issue.



The Friends ended the year with assets of $84,000. Revenue in this fundraising year was $32,500 of 
which membership revenue was $6,100, memorials were $2,300, special donations were $16,100. 
Expenses were $8,300, $2,140 to the Park Board for the tree planting project, $5,150 to the Park Board for 
the restoration effort, $325 was spent on Student Transportation Grants, and $385 on miscellaneous 
projects.

Below: Photos from the 2015 Volunteer Event held at St. Mary's. Photos by Judy Remington.

 

Susan Wilkins and Friends board member Barry 
Schade Judy Remington (l) and Nita Lussenhop, both 

former Friends Board members.



The significant donations this year were: $3,000 from the McNerney Charitable Remainder Trust and 
the proceeds from the Schutt House Event. New name plates were placed on the Eliason Honor Board 
in the shelter for memorials for Dorothy & Stephen Pawlcyn, Judith Nelson. Jean Lyttle, Glenda Larson, 
and Bennett Lauerey Busselman. “In-honor-of” plates were placed for: the Marriage of Devorah 
Herman & Edward Juda, Mark Addicts & Tom Hoch, Arla Carmichiel & Steve Kelley.

The Friends website count of total visitors during the year was 44% above the prior year. and all back 
issued of The Fringed Gentian™ were now on the site.

Weather: The Garden opened on time with all snow gone in March. Snowfall in the fall was minimal, 
but the Garden season was wet and annual precipitation was about 6 inches above average.

Photo top of first page: The Boardwalk dedication on Sept. 20, 2015. Photo Melissa Hansen.

References:
Minutes of the Board of Directors and other documents of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc.

Historical Climatology of Minneapolis-St. Paul Area by Charles Fisk.

©2019 Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc.  Photos are as credited and are used with permission for 
educational purposes, for which the Friends thank them and the organization providing the photos. 
Text and research by Gary Bebeau.



Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden

Main Prairie Arra -
1. Cut/Treat of all sumac, rasberries, and other volunteer trees. Leave select oak

trees. Individual trees will be cutttreated and slashed. Thick pockets will be piled and

bumed on brush piles. This work is to be completed late fall to wint€r, after area is closed

to public use-

Cost - $2,110 plus tax

2. Reed Canary Grass spray, spot spraying ofreed canary grass end of October, early
ANovember. This work would be done with back pack sprayers. In thick areas it is advised

to add seed after a couple trea ments to get other natives established (cost not included).

Cost - $570

3. Controlled Bum - 3 year rcation can easily be doae with the current trail system.

Cost per area burn incr@ses some. Can map ort rotation if this is decided

Cost - $975/year, for about lR ofthe prairie area

WetlandArea-

l. Reed Canary Grass spray, spot spaying ofreed canary grass end of October,
early November. This work would be done with back pack sprayers.

7

Cost - l$545

2. Cutting ofbuckthorn" treat stumps large enorgh (V2 inch or larger), remaining
buckthom ld to re-sprort and foliar spray the following fall. Work to be

completed this late fallArinter. Early srmmer is also another time cutting for re-
)c sprouts could occur. Winter best time.

Cost - $1,940 plus tax

3. Bucldhorn seedling spot spray (fcflowing fall), spraying of re-sprouts and new

7 seedlings coming up. rilort completed mid October. This work would be done

widr back pack sprayers.

Cost - $4E5 plus tax
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BYLAWS 

FRIENDS OF THE WILD FLOWER GARDEN, INC. 

ARTICLE I 
Definition of Terms 

Section 1. The following terms will be used throughout and will have the definitions given below: 

Wildflower Garden – Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden and Bird Sanctuary, located in 
Theodore Wirth Park, City of Minneapolis, Minnesota, and administered by 
Minneapolis Parks. 

Shelter – Martha Crone Shelter, located within the Wildflower Garden. 

Friends – Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc. 

Minneapolis Parks – Minneapolis Park and Recreation Board. 

Annual Meeting – Annual meeting of the membership of the Friends. 

Annual Board Meeting – Annual meeting of the Board of the Friends. 

Board – Board of Directors of the Friends. 

Officers – Officers of the Friends. 

Members in Good Standing - Members who are current on membership dues.  Courtesy 
members are excluded from voting. 

ARTICLE II 
Purposes 

Section 1. The Wildflower Garden is a 15 acre garden and sanctuary for native flora and fauna, 
owned by the people, and maintained by Minneapolis Parks. 

Section 2. The Friends was incorporated in 1952 as a non-profit organization.  Its purposes are to 
protect, preserve, and promote the interests of the Eloise Butler Wildflower Garden and 
Bird Sanctuary for its unique beauty and as a sanctuary for native flora and fauna of 
Minnesota, and to educate and inspire people of all ages in relating to the natural world. 
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ARTICLE III 
Organization and Governance 

 
Section 1. The Friends is a membership organization whose members have full voting rights as 

described in Article IV of these bylaws.  The governing bodies of the Friends shall be the 
Board, as described in Article V and the Officers as described in Article VI. 

 
Section 2. Participation in the Friends is on a volunteer basis.  Under no circumstances shall any 

Director, Officer or member of the Friends, receive remuneration of any sort whatsoever 
for their time, service, or talent spent in conducting the business of the Friends. 

 
Section 3. The Friends, a non-profit organization incorporated under State of Minnesota Statutes 

317A, was formed for the purpose described in Article II of these bylaws.  Gifts and 
donations to the Friends are tax deductible under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 as amended. 

 
Section 4. The fiscal year of the Friends shall begin January 1 of each calendar year and shall end 

on December 31 of that calendar year. 
 
 

ARTICLE IV 
Membership 

 
Section 1. Membership to the Friends shall be open to: 

A. Individuals and families 
 

B. Organizations such as garden clubs, libraries, educational institutions, businesses, 
environmental and other agencies. 
 

Section 2. Membership Dues 
A. Annual membership dues shall become due and payable on the first day of the 

anniversary month in which the member joined, and shall be at such rates and 
categories as will be established from time to time by the Board and published in 
The Fringed Gentian™, the Friends’ newsletter. The Board may grant courtesy 
memberships with no dues required. 

 
Section 3. Membership Privileges 

A. Members in good standing  may vote at Annual and Special Meetings, may serve 
on committees, may serve on the Board, and may hold office. 
 

B. Organizational members in good standing – shall designate a representative who 
may vote at Annual and Special Meetings and serve on committees. 
 

C. Members in good standing and designated representatives shall each have one 
vote. Courtesy members do not have voting rights. 
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ARTICLE IVA 

Membership Meetings 
 
Section 1. Annual Meeting 

A. The Annual Meeting shall be held annually, following the close of  the  fiscal 
year, at a time and place fixed by resolution of the Board and advertised in the 
Notice of the Annual Meeting.   
 

B. Notice of the Annual Meeting shall be advertised in The Fringed Gentian™, or 
by  such other means so as to reach all members in good standing at least ten (10) 
days prior to the date of the Annual Meeting. 
 

C. The business of the Annual Meeting shall include but not be limited to: 
(1) Election of directors. 
(2) A report on the activities and financial condition of the Friends. 
(3) Consideration of and action upon other matters as determined by 

the Board. 
 
Section 2. Special Meeting 

A. A Special Meeting shall be called by the President, a majority of the Board, or by 
10% of the members in good standing. 
 

B. A Special Meeting shall be held at such time and place and upon such notice as 
may be determined by resolution of the Board, provided such notice be given at 
least five (5) days before the date of the meeting, and the purpose of the meeting 
be stated. 

 
Section 3. Members in good standing may submit proposals and participate in discussions.  Guests 

may address the members at the discretion of the presiding officer. 
 
Section 4. A quorum at such a meeting shall consist of at least ten (10) members in good standing. 
 
Section 5. When a quorum is reached a simple majority of members present shall be required to take 

action on any question properly brought before such meeting. 
 
Section 6. The presiding officer shall determine the manner of voting, whether by voice or ballot, 

except that a request by one or more members for a secret ballot shall be granted. 
 
Section 7. Proxy voting is not allowed. 
 
 

ARTICLE IVB 
Cessation of Membership 

 
Section 1. Membership ceases upon: 

A. Non-payment of dues after a period of sixty (60) days after the first day of the 
anniversary month. 

B. Receipt by the President, the Secretary, or the Membership Committee Chair of a 
letter of resignation. 
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ARTICLE V 
Board of Directors 

 
Section 1. The Board of Directors: 

A. The Board shall be elected by the members at the Annual Meeting and shall 
consist of no fewer than five (5) directors, elected according to the procedures in 
Article VIII, Section 1. 
 

B. The term of office shall be of one (1) year’s duration and shall commence at the 
time of election at the Annual Meeting. 
 

C. There shall be no limit to the number of consecutive one (1) year terms a director 
may serve. 
 

D. In the event that a director resigns or for any reason cannot fill the entire term, a 
majority of the remaining directors shall elect an eligible candidate to fill the 
remaining term of office. 
 

E. A director may be removed by a majority vote of the remaining directors for 
failure to fulfill the obligations outlined in Article V, Section 4. 

 
F. The board may appoint a person to serve on the board as a temporary director, 

until the next Annual Meeting. Such appointments are limited to one person and 
the appointment must be by majority vote. 
 

Section 2. Ex-Officio Directors 
A. The Gardener/Curator of the Wildflower Garden shall serve as an ex-officio 

director with full privileges. 
 

Section 3. Meetings of the Board 
A. Meetings shall be held seasonally, at least four (4) times a year with date, time 

and location determined at the previous meeting by the directors present.  Notice 
shall be given in the minutes of the previous meeting. 
 

B. The Annual Board Meeting shall be held immediately following the Annual 
Meeting to elect officers and to transact other business that may properly come 
before the Board.  Notice of the Annual Board Meeting shall be announced at a 
previous board meeting and included in the minutes of that meeting. 

 
C. Special Meetings shall be called by the President or any two (2) or more 

directors.  Notice stating the purpose of the meeting shall be mailed or delivered 
in person at least two (2) days before the meeting. 

 
D. A quorum shall consist of a simple majority or one half (1/2) of the directors. 

 
E. When a quorum is reached, a simple majority shall be required to take action on 

any question properly brought before such meeting. 
 

F. In case a quorum not be reached, those present may adjourn to such day as they 
shall agree upon and notice thereof shall be given to each director at least one (1) 
day before such agreed upon meeting. 
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G. Voting may take place by proper action without a meeting. 
 

H. Each director shall have one (1) vote. 
 

Section 4. Duties of the Directors 
A. The directors shall have general management, control, direction and possession 

of, and control over all of the business and affairs of the Friends, its properties, 
and its funds; and shall have all of the powers necessary, essential or incidental to 
the carrying out of the purposes for which the corporation was created. 
 

B. A director shall act in good faith, in a manner the director reasonable believes to 
be in the best interest of the Friends, and with care an ordinarily prudent person 
in a like position would exercise under similar circumstances. 

 
C. A director shall disclose to the board a conflict of interest should it arise. 

 
 

ARTICLE VI 
Officers 

 
Section 1. The officers of the Board shall be President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer, and 

such other officers as the Board shall from time to time elect. 
 
Section 2. The term of the office begins with election at the Annual Board Meeting. 
 
Section 3. There shall be no limit to the number of consecutive terms an officer may serve. 
 
Section 4. Vacancies during the year shall be filled by a director, elected by a simple majority of the 

Board to fill the unexpired term of office.  Voting may take place at a quarterly or special 
meeting or by proper action without a meeting. 

 
Section 5. An officer may be removed by a resolution adopted by the Board. 
 
 

ARTICLE VIA 
Duties of Officers 

 
Section 1. An officer shall act in good faith, in a manner the officer reasonably believes to be in the 

best interests of the Friends, and with the care an ordinarily prudent person in a like 
position would exercise under similar circumstances. 

 
Section 2. The President shall be the chief officer of the corporation and as such shall: 

A. When present, preside at meetings of the Board, the officers and the membership. 
 

B. Sign and execute in the corporation’s name and on its behalf and as its President 
all written instruments necessary, essential or incidental to the carrying out of the 
purposes for which the corporation is created, and which shall have been first 
duly authorized by the Board. 

 
C. Perform all acts incidental to the office of President and such other duties as may 

from time to time be assigned by the Board. 
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D. Coordinate the activities of the officers and make such changes or additions to 
the activities as is deemed necessary. 
 

E. Appoint Chairs of the standing committees as outlined in Article VII, Section A, 
and other committees as shall be from time to time be deemed necessary. 

 
Section 3. The Vice President shall: 

A. Serve as assistant and consultant to the President. 
 

B. Assume the powers and duties of the President during the President’s absence or 
disability. 

 
C. Perform such duties as may be assigned by the Board or the President. 

 
Section 4. The Secretary shall: 

A. Prepare and keep proper books in which are recorded current proceedings of the 
meetings of the Board, the officers and the membership. 
 

B. Be custodian of the books containing the historic records of proceedings of the 
meetings of the Board, the officers and the membership. 

 
C. Disseminate to directors copies of the proceedings of each meeting of the Board, 

officers and the membership. 
 

D. Send notices in accordance with the provisions of these bylaws or as requested 
by the President. 

 
E. At the President’s request, sign all written instruments necessary, essential or 

incidental to the carrying out of the purposes and which shall have been first duly 
authorized by the Board. 

 
F. Perform other duties as may from time to time be assigned by the Board or the 

President. 
 
Section 5. Assistant Secretary 

A. The Board may elect an Assistant Secretary who shall: 
1. At the request of the Secretary, or in the Secretary’s absence or 

disability, perform the duties of Secretary, and when so acting shall have 
all of the powers of and be subject to all of the restrictions upon the 
Secretary. 

2. Perform other duties as from time to time may be assigned by the Board 
or the President. 
 

Section 6. The Treasurer shall: 
A. Be the custodian of all moneys, funds, securities, evidence of indebtedness, and 

other similar properties. 
 

B. Keep or cause to be kept at all times accurate current financial records. 
 

C. Keep or cause to be kept full and complete historic accounts of the financial 
transactions. 
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D. Endorse and deposit, or cause to be deposited, all money, drafts or checks in the 
name of and to the credit of the Friends, in such banks and depositories as the 
Board shall designate from time to time. 

 
E. Maintain an adequate balance of account with the U.S. Postal office.  

 
F. Disburse the funds as ordered by the Board, taking proper vouchers therefor. 

 
G. Prepare and present at quarterly meetings a written quarterly financial report, and 

at the Annual Meeting a written annual financial report, and such other reports as 
required by the President. 

 
H. Oversee that statements of annual dues are mailed to all members as soon as such 

dues become payable.  
 

I. File required state and federal forms and reports. 
 

J. Perform other duties as from time to time may be assigned by the Board or the 
President. 
 

Section 7. Assistant Treasurer 
A. The Board may elect an Assistant Treasure who shall: 

1. At the request of the Treasurer, or in the Treasurer’s absence or 
disability, perform the duties of the Treasurer and when so acting shall 
have the powers of and be subject to the restrictions upon the Treasurer. 

2. Perform other duties as from time to time may be assigned by the Board 
or the President. 

 
 

ARTICLE VII 
Standing Committees 

 
Section 1. The Standing Committees shall be Membership, Newsletter, Volunteer, 

Memorials/Honors, Historical, and Invasive Plant. 
 
Section 2. The Chair of a committee shall be appointed by the President from among the directors 

for a one (1) year term. 
 
Section 3. Committee members may be members of the Board, individual or family members, or be 

drawn from the community at large. 
 
 

ARTICLE VIIA 
Duties of the Chairs of Standing Committees 

 
Section 1. Membership Committee 

A. Keep an updated roster of members of the Friends and provide renewal notices to 
members when their annual membership becomes due. 
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B. Cause statements of annual dues to be mailed to all members as soon as such 
dues become payable if so directed by the Treasurer and provide members with 
written acknowledgment of receipt of membership donation 

 
C. Recruit new members by communicating regularly with Newsletter and 

Volunteer Committees, and participating in community events as opportunities 
arise. 
 

Section 2. Newsletter Committee 
A. Prepare, publish and mail seasonal issues of The Fringed Gentian™ to members 

and supporters. 
 

B. Keep abreast of changes in postal regulations. This duty may be delegated to a 
designated mailing service if such service is employed in production and mailing 
of the Newsletter. 

 
C. Maintain a file of past issues of The Fringed Gentian™. 

 
Section 3. Volunteer Committee 

A. Search for, screen, train and schedule volunteers, who need not be members, to 
staff the shelter from the opening date in the spring to the closing date in the fall. 
 

B. Plan and carry out appropriate recognition of the work of the volunteers. 
 
Section 4. Memorial/Honors Committee 

A. Acknowledge gifts donated in remembrance of a deceased person or in honor of 
a living person. 
 

B. Cause the name of the person so remembered to be placed on a plaque in the 
Shelter, following the guidelines established by the Board. 

 
C. Recommend appropriate tributes to enhance the Garden. 

 
Section 5. Historical Committee 

A. Organize, maintain and store the collection of historical material, with due regard 
for proper preservation of the different media and deposit such material as the 
Board designates, with the Minnesota History Center. 
 

B. Gather, organize and properly store current memorabilia pertaining to the Garden 
and the Friends including but not limited to newspaper and magazine articles, 
photographs, slides, books and pamphlets. 

 
C. Maintain a file of past issues of The Fringed Gentian™. 

 
Section 6. Invasive Plant Committee  

A. Schedule, publicize and lead volunteers in invasives-removal events, weeding 
invasive plants from areas as directed by the Garden Curator. 
 

B. Recruit volunteers, who need not be members, and train them in recognizing and 
removing invasive plants. 
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C. Work on special invasives projects as directed by the Garden Curator. 
 
 

ARTICLE VIII 
Election Procedures 

 
Section 1. Election of Directors 

A. The Board shall appoint a Nominating Committee.  A notice shall be published in 
an issue of The Fringed Gentian™ or by such other means so as to reach all 
members in good standing, that members may submit director nominations to the 
Board Chair prior to a date set by the Board.  Such date shall precede the Board 
Meeting that immediately precedes the Annual Meeting. 
 

B. Prior to the Annual Meeting the Chair of the Nominating Committee will 
correspond with all Board members asking if they will stand for re-election.  
Newly nominated persons, who have agreed to stand for election, shall be, or be 
willing to become at the time of election, a member. 

 
C. The Board Chair shall present a list of candidates at the Board meeting that 

immediately precedes the date of the Annual Meeting, which slate shall be 
approved by the Board. 

 
D. At the Annual Meeting the President shall present the slate and introduce each 

candidate.  The President shall call for a vote on the slate, provided a quorum is 
present.  A simple majority of members in good standing present shall be 
required to take action.  Election may take place by voice vote acclamation.  
Voting shall be by secret ballot if requested by one (1) or more members present, 
and the President shall appoint two (2) members to count the votes. 
 

Section 2. Election of Officers 
A. By the date of the Board meeting that immediately precedes the date of the 

Annual Meeting, the Chair of Nominations shall submit to the President a slate 
consisting of one (1) or more candidates for each office duly authorized by the 
Board.  Candidates shall have agreed to stand for office, shall hold a current 
membership in the Friends and shall be on the slate for Board election. 
 

B. The President shall present the slate at the Board meeting that immediately 
precedes the date of the Annual Meeting.  The Board may offer additional 
candidates. 

 
C. At the Annual Board Meeting a vote shall be taken provided a quorum is present.  

A simple majority shall be required to take action.  Election may take place by 
voice vote acclamation.  Voting shall be by secret ballot if requested by one (1) 
or more directors and the President shall appoint two (2) directors to count the 
votes. 

 
D. In the event a quorum is not present, the procedure in Article V Section 3.F shall 

be followed. 
 
 
 



Section 1. 

Section 2. 

Section 3. 

Section 4. 

Section 5. 

Section 6. 

ARTICLE IX 

A. mP.nrlmP.ntjl

The power to adopt, amend or repeal the bylaws is vested in the Board, subject to the 
limitations provided in Minnesota Statutes 317 A.181. 

A proposed amendment to the bylaws, having been sent to all directors for consideration, 
shall subsequently be presented to the Board for approval or rejection. 

The power to amend the Articles of Incorporation is vested in the members subject to the 
provisions in Minnesota Statutes 317A.133 and 317A.139. 

A proposed amendment of a provision of the Articles shall be submitted in writing to the 
Board which shall review it for clarity, content and consistency. 

Upon adoption by majority vote of the Board, a proposed amendment to Articles of 
Incorporation shall be submitted to the members for adoption. 

An adopted amendment to the Articles oflncorporation shall become effective when filed 
with the Secretary of State under Minnesota Statute 317 A.151. 

These updated and revised bylaws of the Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc. were adopted by the 
Board of Directors on October 7. 2015. 

O c l-fr6uu � <2tJ I 5
am Weiner, President Date 

Friends of the Wild Flower Garden, Inc. 
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